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Deacons on Call—December 
 

  Ed Williams 804-514-5916 
  Eric Bivens 804-986-0867 

December Worship Services 
 

9:15 am Sunday School ~ 10:30 am Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 4 
Advent - Candle of Peace 

Lord’s Supper   
 

Sunday, December 11 
Advent - Candle of Joy  

 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Advent - Candle of Love  

 
 

Saturday, December 24  
Christmas Eve 4pm Service 

Advent - Lighting the Christ Candle  
 
 

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
10:30am - Worship Service only 

Pastor’s Promptings 
 

Hello again church family! Wow! What a 
beautiful Fall season; the colorful leaves, 
the brisk cool air, the seemingly brighter 
than usual sun and moon; the eclipse 
and the beauty and blessings of God all 
around. 

Into this beautiful season, He has 
placed us here at New Highland in an era 
of renewed hope and a sense of new beginning as we con-
tinue through our journey of faith together. We are seeing 
God and us working together, making good progress to-
ward that goal of renewal. 

We began our ministry together running about 50+ 
in Worship. This past Sunday we had 102 worshiping with 
us! The choir loft was nearly full, we had new instruments 
joining our Praise and Worship teams. What a blessing! 
Thank you!   

Our Together We Can Stewardship emphasis has 
gone extremely well and your response has been very en-
couraging. Our “Prove The Tithe Day” brought in better 
than $9,700, proving that together we can more than meet 
our 2023 Budget $260,000 or $5,000 each Sunday. Then 
this past Sunday, you unanimously voted to accept the 
2023 Budget. The final challenge is for all of us to make a 
giving commitment toward that budget as an expression of 
support in what we are seeking to do together. 

I am looking forward to spending the upcoming 
Christmas season with you. We will be celebrating Advent 
which emphasizes God’s Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
brought to us in the amazing gift of His Virgin born Son of 
God - Jesus.  Our worship team and choir are planning spe-
cial music for the season. I have planned a Christmas ser-
mon series entitled, “Christmas: Just Right In Every Way.”      
 Thanks again for all your prayerful support.  
Continue to remember the Search Committee as they seek  
                        God’s person for New Highland. See you 
   Sunday and bring a friend! 
      

~The Preacher Man, Larry Frakes 
Interim Pastor and Friend 

 
 
 
 

 

 

NHBC Children’s Programs 
 

The NHBC Children’s Team thanks all of our Chil-
dren’s Church and nursery volunteers for their help 
on Sunday mornings!  We’re excited to be able to 
engage our children each week with Bible stories, 
music, and other fun activities.  As the year comes 
to a close, we encourage additional volunteers to 
come forward as leaders or helpers.  And of course, 
we welcome everyone’s prayers! 
In November, we hosted a coffee for Day School 
parents, and gathered useful information from them 
about how the church can be a resource for these 
families whose children visit us each week.  We are 
planning to send a special invitation to our Day 
School families to attend our  
Christmas Eve service, and are in  
touch with the Director about other  
outreach opportunities.  The team  
is also exploring ways to widen  
our outreach to the neighbors  
who surround our church in 2023. 

If you have any questions or would like to learn 
more about volunteering, please call/text  
Lynn Bivens at (804) 683-1391 or email her at 
lynnandericbivens@gmail.com.  

 
 
 

Church Office Phone: 804.550.9601 
Church Office Hours  

Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 12:30 

 

The church office will be closed  
December 23, 26, and 30 for the holidays.   

12/04 Bruce Wasson Colleen Simpson Eric Bivens 

12/11 Mike Sandridge Susan Sandridge Janice Finnegan 

12/18 W&H DuRocher Susan Sandridge Robin Parrett 

12/24 Nursery Only Lynn Bivens Eric Bivens 

12/25 Lynn Bivens Donna Martin Eric Bivens 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
How God Gets Our Attention - Part 2 

 
An unusual circumstance is another method God 
uses to get our attention— He causes us to turn our 
eyes and hearts to God.   
See Exodus 3:1-2 as an  
example for when God guided  
Moses (Moses’ response is  
found in vs. 3-4).   
God knows exactly what it takes to get our attention, 
and often it is through highly unusual circumstances 
that we stand back and take note of what God is doing 
in our lives.   
 
Failure in our striving toward accomplishing a task can 
be what it takes to get our attention.  (An example is 

Joshua failed in a military endeavor—see 
Joshua 7:5-6).  Know that when God has 
blessed us, our response should be one 
of thanksgiving, praise, and our  
undivided attention.  Human behavior 
following a blessing must be ultrasensi-
tive to God’s voice, otherwise, that  
behavior may become proud and  

egotistical and ruin God’s purpose with the blessing.   
 
God will allow failure to come because that situation 
may lead His people to greater success in days ahead. 
One example of failure from our perspective is through 
our financial security.  God may use changes in our 
finances to get our attention.  (See Philippians 4:19—
God will supply all your needs according to His riches 
and glory in Christ Jesus)  We all must remember our 
greatest need is to listen to God— this is far more  
important to God than any material gain.  The issue is 
not how much money God does or does not take away; 
the real issue lies in the means God uses to get our 
attention.   

We must cry out God.  God will listen.  God will deliver 
us from our predicament, and ultimately bless us. 
 
In an effort to get an our attention God may allow 
tragedy via a circumstantial method.  In Numbers 
21:4-7, God sent fiery serpents to bite some of the  
Israelite people.  The people realized their sin and 
asked Moses to intercede for them.  Moses prayed for 
the people.  Do not view a tragedy as a 
sign of God’s disapproval, but attempt 
to view each tragic situation through a 
spiritual filter.  Even through a climatic 
situation or event God’s sovereign de-
sign will prevail and the result can be a 
spiritual catapult to help move people 
toward and with God.  Sickness and 
affliction may also be methods by God 
to get our  
attention.   
 
God doesn’t use the same methods for everyone, be-
cause He knows exactly what is needed to get each 
person’s attention—a restless spirit, a word from oth-
ers, blessings, unanswered prayer, or unusual circum-
stances.  God cares about each of His children and will 
not let them wander aimlessly, but will direct each of 
them gently, speaking to them.    See John 10:4 about 
God’s sheep       that know His voice.  Yet it is 
common                           for people to be stumped 
as to        how to identify God’s voice. 
Next       month’s Prayer Thoughts  
section will offer more about how to do just that.  

 
 

(This Prayer Thought is sponsored by the prayer team 
and derived from “How to Listen To God” by Charles 
Stanley) 

December Daily Prayer Focus: 
 

Fact  
 

The paradox of prayer is that it 
asks for a serious effort while it 
can only be received as a gift.  
We cannot plan, organize, or  

manipulate God, but without a 
careful discipline, we cannot  

receive Him either.   
- Henri Nouwen  

 
Expression 

 
Jesus, give me tenacity in 

prayer so I may know Your 
will and power. 

Amen. 

What does it  
sound like when 
God is speaking 

to me? 



 

 

2022 Contributions 
  

Contributions for 2022 may be made until Friday, De-
cember 30th. If mailed, they must be postmarked by 
December 31st, to be included.   
 
Also, as a reminder, appreciated stock can be given to 
NHBC to receive great tax benefits. 
You receive a deduction for the value 
of the stock, but do not pay income 
taxes on the stock appreciation!  
 
Forced to take distributions from your 
401k or IRA due to age? To avoid 
paying tax on (some or all of) the dis-
tribution, you can ask them to send it directly to the 
church as a contribution. Consult your tax advisor.  
 
Reminder: do not file your income tax return before 
you receive your charitable giving statement from 
NHBC.  If you file before receipt and had individual 
contributions of $250 or more, you may not be able to 
deduct them. 
 
 

If you would like more information on any of the 
above, contact Marianne Dalton in the church office. 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Our men meet for breakfast on the  
second Tuesday of each month  
at Cold Harbor Restaurant on  
Mechanicsville Turnpike  
at 7:15 am.  
                          Men, Join Us! 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes 
 
2) Contact Prayer Team  (804-550-1562) 
 
3) Contact Church Office (804-550-9601). 

 

 Tithes and Offerings 
 

At New Highland, there are many ways to give.  
You may give during worship, online at  

https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give, by mail (the mail is re-
trieved from the mailbox every day), with your bank’s bill 

pay program, or by dropping off your offerings during  
office hours. 

Prayer Opportunity 
  

A group meets at 4:30 pm on Sunday afternoons to 
pray.  We'd love for you to join us! Contact Cassidy 
Chenault for more information.   

A note from our local Girl Scout Troops  
(They use our facilities regularly and had a Turkey Box Pack-

ing Event for needy families on November 13.) 

Many thanks to NHBC folks for letting us use the 
church for this event.  We packed 68 meals to support 

families at 12 different Hanover schools.   

About 100 girls came to the event to help pack and  
decorate the boxes!   

 

 

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU! Christian Sympathy To 
 
 

The family of Gayle L. Carter, who passed away on No-
vember 11, 2022. Gayle was a member of the former 

"East Highland Park Baptist Church", now known as NHBC. 
Gayle was the daughter of Liz and Ashton Carter.  

Please keep Gayle's son, Coleman Radder in your prayers 
as he deals with the loss of his Mother. 

Business Meeting 
We look forward to seeing you at our Quarterly Business 
Meeting on Sunday, December 4 at approximately 12 or 
12:15 p.m. following the morning service.  We will have a 
brief time of fellowship and light snacks after Worship and 
before the meeting.   
 
If you plan to attend the Business Meeting, we would 
greatly appreciate your bringing light snacks to share in the 
foyer/reception area after the morning service and prior to 
settling into the business meeting. 
  
Please bring ready-to-eat finger foods so everyone can 
enjoy a light snack as we socialize, stretch, and "graze a 
bit" after the service. No one will be available in the kitchen 
to plate, slice, prep, or heat food, or to clean up the kitchen 
afterwards. 
 
Our objective is to Keep It Simple and to hear NO growling 
stomachs OR snoring during the meeting! 
  
We hope this will be FUN for everyone! 

A Note of Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Shannon Martin 
(daughter of Brenda and Jim  
Johnson) for being awarded 
“Teacher of the Year” at Washington
-Henry Elementary School!   

 
 

Shannon is a fourth grade teacher.  
We are proud of you, Shannon! 

https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give


 

 

Prayer Concerns 
 
As you continue to pray over the needs on our weekly 
prayer lists, please emphasize the Pastor Search 
Team as they strive to seek and implement God’s  
vision for our church. 

Open Gym Nights 
  

The gym will be open 7:30 - 9:30 pm on 
Thursday evenings for basketball.  
 
Contact Jeff Fitzgerald at  
jkfitzgerald@comcast.net  with any  
questions. 

Adult Bible Study 
  

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings will 
resume on December 7 at 10am in Room 
103.  We will begin a series titled 
“Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven” by 
Dr. David Jeremiah and led by Ron 
Rhodes.   
If you are retired or your work schedule 

permits, please join us.   

 
 

 

What is the Lottie Moon Christmas  
Offering and how is it used? 

• Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist 
missionary to China from 1873 to 1912. She 
saw firsthand the world's greatest problem — 
LOSTNESS. Meeting so many people who had 
never heard the gospel compelled her to 
write letters to American churches describing 
the need for a greater missionary presence. 

• She pleaded for increased prayer and finan-
cial support to send and sustain more mis-
sionaries. This challenge became known as 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®. 

• We desire to send 500 additional missionar-
ies to the nations by 2025 so that millions of 
people can hear the gospel. To do this, we 
need every Southern Baptist to help solve the 
world's greatest problem through increased 
prayer and financial support.  

• 100% of your gifts to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering enable Gospel Transformation 

among the unreached. 

2022 New Highland Church Goal: 
$1000 

Gift Registry for The Day School 
  

Did you know that NHBC's preschool has a gift registry?  
 

 
For any items you purchase, they will put a com-
memorative sticker on the item as well as give a 
donation receipt. 
 
 

https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/lists-and-
registries/registry-details/?registryId=32EAQFV4PfjWsdH%
2FpIt8ew%3D%3D  

  New Highland Baptist Church Day School  
 
At the Day School, the children enjoyed their November 
learning all about thankfulness. We were guided by the  
story of the Thankful Leper. We named and prayed for the 
many gifts that God has given us! Finally, we even shared 
our gifts by helping contribute to the Mo Hope food pantry.  

 
For Christmas, our students would so 
appreciate updated books for our  
library. If you are inclined, please buy 
a book from our wish list located 
here: https://a.co/j6iWTo2. We will 
include your name on the inside  
cover of the book and provide a  
donation receipt.  
 
Thank you for considering! 

 
 
The Day School admits students of any race, color, 
gender, creed, and national or ethnic origin. 

Moments of Hope Outreach 

Saturday, December 10 

A group is needed to help pack lunches for 
Moments of Hope on Saturday, December 10 
at 10am.  We will also be traveling to the 
  site to serve meals and visit 
  with the community members 
      later in the day.   
 
If you are able to help with  
either/both portions of this  
ministry day, we would love to  
have you!  Please contact  
Colleen Simpson or Carol  
Evers for more information.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dn3KsRZ4pzTNje2_SraGsvnB0iAH1Bb0XCC_UNi_vGEwu4Nsf6HF5tBu7VkTPsSo8kSa72HPmbwYNGlTgIlPGPCTXL5JG_yUdX0K1STO4auMSR0CiFtj06ALBHHVz1--a7k_3ELDrKqHcfePeQp-avAeMqRa3Ejwfg9jk9zJHRRSt2nfxLm9FMDmdYHhyPnYaCD4lgOtpOHnbtnaKoN0FCpT2UXFvhMY6o7
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dn3KsRZ4pzTNje2_SraGsvnB0iAH1Bb0XCC_UNi_vGEwu4Nsf6HF5tBu7VkTPsSo8kSa72HPmbwYNGlTgIlPGPCTXL5JG_yUdX0K1STO4auMSR0CiFtj06ALBHHVz1--a7k_3ELDrKqHcfePeQp-avAeMqRa3Ejwfg9jk9zJHRRSt2nfxLm9FMDmdYHhyPnYaCD4lgOtpOHnbtnaKoN0FCpT2UXFvhMY6o7
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dn3KsRZ4pzTNje2_SraGsvnB0iAH1Bb0XCC_UNi_vGEwu4Nsf6HF5tBu7VkTPsSo8kSa72HPmbwYNGlTgIlPGPCTXL5JG_yUdX0K1STO4auMSR0CiFtj06ALBHHVz1--a7k_3ELDrKqHcfePeQp-avAeMqRa3Ejwfg9jk9zJHRRSt2nfxLm9FMDmdYHhyPnYaCD4lgOtpOHnbtnaKoN0FCpT2UXFvhMY6o7
https://a.co/j6iWTo2


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 

 
 

Larry Frakes, Intentional Interim Pastor 
 Cell Phone: 804.840.6070 
 E-mail: larryfrakes@comcast.net  
 
  
Matt White, Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540.207.2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 
 
Mary Petrey, Accompanist 
 
 
Marianne Dalton, Financial Administrative Asst 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 
 
Jennifer Perego, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804.550.1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
 

 

January Envoy — December 15 
 

Bulletin — 12 pm Tuesdays 

ACTS 2:43-47 November 6, 2022 November 13, 2022 November 20, 2022 November 27, 2022 

Attendance     

SUNDAY SCHOOL 38 57 44 46 

WORSHIP     

Online # of Households 3 3 3 3 

In-Person (10:30 am) 78 102 80 89 

Budget     

Weekly Need 6,148.21 6,148.21 6,148.21 6,148.21 

Weekly Receipts 9,780.60 7,441.60 2,804.50 2,362.00 

YTD Goal 276,669.45 282,817.66 288,965.87 295,114.08 

YTD Receipts 194,917.35 202,358.95 205,163.45 207,525.45 

     

Designated Gifts 594.00 45.00 0.00 145.00 

November Benevolence Offering  

 

$342.45 
December - Lottie Moon Offering 

 

Church Goal: $1,000 

Church Council Meeting 
 

December 12 at 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

 
Sponsorship of Mohamed 

(Tanzania) 
 

December 
 

Lydia Shearin 

December Anniversaries 
 

December Birthdays 

  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 
 

NHBC is currently hosting monthly blood drives for the 
Red Cross. There is an extreme need for blood  

at this time. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

The next drive is on Tuesday, December 20,  
from 1 pm to 6 pm in the CLC  

All blood types are needed and are being tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies.      

 
Appointments are required.  

Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or call 
1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767). 

 

 

 
Future dates are 1/19/23 and 2/16/23 

12/01  Katie Falls 12/11  Matt White 

12/01  Page Marriner 12/12  Joan Purdy 

12/03  Eric Sandridge 12/13  Bill Currie 

12/07  Edward DuRocher 12/19  Marianne Dalton 

12/08  Larry Holmes 12/22  Barbara Gammon 

12/10  Linda Searles 12/30  Judy Timberlake 

Scott & Tracey Kazelskis  Ron & Sara Rhodes 

   

   

 

mailto:larryfrakes@comcast.net
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org

