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March Worship Services 
 

9:15 am Sunday School ~ 10:30 am Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Lord’s Supper  

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 12 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 26 

Pastor’s Promptings 
 

                  With warmest greetings, I am  
                             honored and privileged to join your  
                              church and serve in the role of   
                            Senior Pastor. The Nicksich family  
                           (Nick-sich; stitch without the “t”) has  
           been blessed by the hospitality, kindness, and 
encouragement of both New Highland Baptist Church 
and Cool Spring Baptist Church. We are eternally grate-
ful for both our previous place of ministry and our new 
calling to serve you. Many of you have friends at Cool 
Spring who have congratulated me and cheered our 
family on as we transition ministries.  
 

My hope and prayer as we journey into the future 
together is that we would grow in our bond of love for 
God, each other, our neighbors, and our world. Truth 
and love must reign in the church if the truth of God's 
love will reign in the hearts of those outside of the 
church. Jesus said, "By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 
13:35). I am encouraged to minister to a church that 
seeks to love one another well.   
 

As we look ahead in our  
worship services, I want to encour-
age you to begin reading 2 John.  
A new teaching series has been  
impressed on my heart by this 
short, and insightful letter.  
Beginning March 12, this series will carry us into Easter 
and will even speak to us on that important day when 
we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior.   

 
       Please feel free to drop by 
the office in the mornings to say 
hello. For needed morning ap-
pointments, please schedule a 
time with either Marianne or me.   
 
Hello again and God’s blessings 
from Hannah and the kids... Nora 

(5), Maverick (3), Miles (2), and Merritt (10 Months).   
  

~Blessings, Pastor Derek 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

NHBC Children’s Programs 
 

NHBC children’s programs are expanding!  
Starting on March 5th, we will be offering a 
nursery and preschool class during the Sunday 
school hour, in addition to the school age class 
we currently have.  We will also add a pre-
school Children’s Church class, so during the 
worship hour, there will be care/activities for 
infants through 5th grade.   
 
Please note that the volunteer schedule  
published for January-March has changed,  
reflecting the additional volunteers and other  
updates.  The new schedule is posted in  
various locations in the children’s  
wing and has been emailed to  
volunteers.  
 
The team thanks the families of the children 
who attend both Children’s Church and the 
nursery on Sundays, and the new and  
continuing volunteers who make this possible. 
 
The Children’s Team will work with the Day 
School committee to provide Easter baskets to 
our Day School students, along with an invita-
tion to our Easter services. Discussions about 
VBS are also underway. 
 
 

If you have any questions or would like to learn more about  
volunteering, please call/text Lynn Bivens at (804) 683-1391  
or email her at lynnandericbivens@gmail.com.  

Church Office Phone:  
804.550.9601 

 
Church Office Hours  

Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 12:30pm 



 

 

How to Listen to God 

Factors That Determine How God Communicates  
  
Three primary factors significantly influence the  
substance of what God communicates to His children: 
 
1) Our Relationship with Him 
 
The substance of what we hear, when we pray and 
listen to God is really defined.  Until a person accepts 
Jesus as personal, Lord and Savior the main message 
from God is salvation.  Our relationship with God  is 
twofold.  1) we are saved—taking care of our eternal 
security; 2) our identification—takes care of our daily 
walk of victory.  Galatians 2:20—“It is no longer who I 
live, but Christ lives in me.”  A person who is safe and 
secure in the love of God and is sustained by His Grace 
no longer hears from a distant God, but has a personal 
relationship moment by moment enjoying intimate 
communion in life and thereby can approach God bold-
ly and with assurance.     
 
2) Our Understanding of Him 
 
Through this close relationship with God a person’s  
understanding of God heightens.  There are seven key 
areas for understanding the nature of God. 
• Loving or Demanding Father –  we come to under-

stand the God we serve is a God of Love. 
• Intimate or Distant  Friend – we pray and listen to 

an intimate God allowing us to be open in our con-
versations with Him.  God is not in a hurry and ac-
cepts us unconditionally. 

• Patient or Intolerant Teacher – accepts us where 
we are and helps us patiently, compassionately 
guides us during life’s circumstances, and  coaches 
us to strive forward with our lives. 

• Gentle or Angry Guide –when we detour off course 
in life, God reveals to us the proper course which 
will help us to avoid unfortunate consequences in 
the future.   

• Understanding or Insensitive Counselor – as believ-
ers we cannot hide from God (He loves us) and we 
can tell Him everything, feelings and all.  Psalm 
103:8 – “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in mercy.” 

• Generous or Reluctant Provider – Our God is inter-
ested in blessing us with the maximum in our lives 
(with His infinite resources of grace, love, and mer-
cy.  Establish and maintain the proper perspective 
of God-if need be, talk with God about it. 

• Faithful or Inconsistent Sustainer – Almighty God is 
on our team, a faithful sustainer, endures life with 
us, dependable, trustworthy, reliable, and con-
sistent.  Jesus says, ‘Come.’  Know that He is on 
your side, and thank Him for being on your side all 
the way in life. 
 

3)  Our Attitude Toward Him 
 
People must approach God with the right attitude.  If 
people come to God with a rebellious, indifferent, and 
proud manner, they will be unable to hear what God 
desires to convey individually.  Come to God humbly, 
be submissive, and with a trusting attitude.  We must 
be convinced that God will lead in the needed  
direction, path of righteousness.  Also, it is essential 
that we respect God and know that he is absolutely 
trustworthy.   Enter God’s gates/courts with  
thanksgiving and praise. 
 
What About Sin? 
 
Even though we sin, God is a loving Father, intimate 
Friend, patient Teacher, gentle guide, understanding 
Counselor, generous Provider, and faithful Sustainer.  
God will handle our sin in a spirit of love, understand-
ing, and guide each person back on the proper path.  
It is important that each person must understand the 
character of God—to carry out His orders.  Our  
relationship with God, our understanding of Him and 
attitude toward Him all influence the content of His 
revelation to us (any distortion of these factors may 
alter the substance of His communication).  When our 
lives are in harmony with scriptural principles, we can 
rest on the certainty of what we hear, for we listen to 
the One, God, with whom there is “no shadow of  
turning” (See James 1:17). 
 
 

(This Prayer Thought is sponsored by the prayer team and 
derived from “How to Listen To God” by Charles Stanley) 

March Daily Prayer Focus: 
 

Fact  
When a doctoral student at Princeton asked, 
“What is there left in the world for original 
dissertation research?” Albert Einstein re-
plied, “Find out about prayer.  Somebody 

must find out about prayer.” 
 

 Expression 

 

Jesus, help me to be wise about who I listen 
to and the guidance I receive from them.  
Help me to be more dependent on You,  

not others.  Amen 

 



 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Our men meet for breakfast on the  
second Tuesday of each month  
at Cold Harbor Restaurant on  
Mechanicsville Turnpike  
at 7:15 am.  
                          Men, Join Us! 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes 
 
2) Contact Prayer Team  (804-550-1562) 
 
3) Contact Church Office (804-550-9601). 

 

 Tithes and Offerings 

At New Highland, there are many ways to give.  
You may give during worship, online at  

https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give, by mail (the mail is re-
trieved from the mailbox every day), with your bank’s bill 

pay program, or by dropping off your offerings during  
office hours. 

Prayer Opportunity 
  
 

A group meets at 4:30 pm on Sunday afternoons to 
pray.  We'd love for you to join us! Contact Cassidy 
Chenault for more information.   

Are you looking for a way to serve? 
 
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  
willing to cut the field in the lot next to  
the church!  If you are interested and  
able to help, please reach out  
to Rick or Gordon. 

 
Special Disaster Response  

Giving Opportunity  
 
On March 5, we will be collecting a Disaster  
Response Offering for the people of Turkey and 
Syria at the end of the service in place of the 
monthly Benevolence Offering.  All gifts will be 
sent directly through the BGAV to the European 
Baptist Federation (EBF) for use in supporting 
their ministry efforts on the ground. Prayerfully 
consider giving during this time.  Please continue 
to pray for those affected, the rescue workers, 
and that Virginia Baptists can spread the love of 
Christ.   
 
All checks may be written payable to NHBC, and 
in memo write “Disaster Relief.”  If you prefer to 
give electronically, please visit bgav.org and see 
the first post on Impact Disaster Response 
where you will find directions on how to donate 
online.    

Pastor Search Committee Update 
After conducting a six-month extensive search, the 
Pastor Search Committee recommended that  
Pastor Derek Nicksich be considered by the NHBC 
family, as the next  
full-time Senior  
Pastor.  
The committee had  
the opportunity to  
meet with Pastor Nicksich several times including 
being introduced to his wife Hannah before  
securing a preacher Sunday welcome.  

On January 29, 2023, the 
Pastor Search Committee  
arranged for the NHBC  
family to hear Pastor  
Nicksich deliver the sermon, 
partake in a fellowship  
luncheon, and interact with 
Pastor Nicksich, Hannah and 
their children Nora, Maverick, 
Miles, and Merritt. Follow-up 
question and answer  
sessions were offered to the 
NHBC family prior to the 
called Business Meeting on 

February 5, 2023 to vote on the full-time pastor 
nomination.  
The NHBC family overwhelmingly approved 
the nomination and with excitement looks 
forward to Pastor Nicksich’ s involvement 
and leadership starting March 1, 2023.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you to committee members: Rachel Barnes, 

Cassidy Chenault, David Evers, Linda Peay,  
Michael Petrey, Linda Searles, Jeff Simpson, and 

the guidance of Pastor Larry Frakes for their  
spiritual dedication to  
the success of calling  

Pastor Nicksich to  
New Highland. 

Youth Game Nights! 

 

NHBC youth and their friends are invited to our monthly 
game night on Friday, March 3rd, from 6-8:30 in the CLC 
and youth room.   Everyone is invited to bring their 
friends, favorite games and snacks to share.   We'll be 
hosting game nights on the first Friday of each month  
going forward, so mark your  
calendars!  

https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give


 

 

Adult Bible Study 
  

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings 
meets at 10am in Room 103.  We are 
working through a series titled 
“Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven”  
by Dr. David Jeremiah and led by  
Ron Rhodes.   
If you are retired or your work schedule 
permits, please join us.   

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
 
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering (AAEO) is the 
primary way Southern Baptists fund missions in North 
America. One hundred percent of gifts given to 
AAEO go to the field to support more than 2,400 mis-
sionary families serving across the United States and 
Canada. The North American Mission Board (NAMB) 
serves a diverse and complex region comprised of:  
United States, Canada and U.S. territories of Puerto 
Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa  

Gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering are used 
to train and resource missionaries in church planting 
and compassion ministries. Gifts are also used to cre-
ate evangelism resources. New churches are being 
planted, hurts are being healed and lives are being 
transformed by the gospel because you give.  

Many North American cities could reasonably be 
called pre-Christian.  Even in the traditional “Bible 
Belt” Christianity is being pushed into the margins.  In 
the midst of this, God is bringing the nations to our 
shores and offering unprecedented opportunities for 
the gospel. 

At the North American Mission Board, we see a mis-
sion field that needs the hope of the gospel.  With 
your partnership, we are committed to taking this 
hope to cities, small towns and college campuses. 

The offering was started in 1895 by Woman's  
Missionary Union® (WMU) to benefit the work of the Home 

Mission Board (now North American Mission Board). In 
1934, it was named in honor of Annie  

Armstrong, a bold missions advocate and WMU's first na-
tional executive leader. Today, more than $2 billion has 

been donated by Southern Baptist churches and individuals 
to support thousands of missionaries in church planting and 

compassion ministries. Because of this sacrificial giving, 
millions of lives have been and continue to be transformed 

by the power of the gospel.  

  New Highland Baptist Church Day School  
 
The Day School spent February talking all about LOVE and 
the love God has for all of us! We are heading into our  
lessons in March where we will find out all about God’s 
PROMISES for His  
people — that’s us!  
 

Thank you  
to all who supported our Fruit Sale!  
We met the minimum order  
requirement and expect the fruit to be 
here the week of March 13! 
 
We are still looking to add some more three-year-old  
students to our Day School Family! Please spread the word 
to friends and family. 
 
 
The Day School admits students of any race, color, 
gender, creed, and national or ethnic origin. 

Open Gym Nights 
  

The gym will be open 7:30 - 9:30 pm on  
Thursday evenings for basketball.  
 
Contact Jeff Fitzgerald at  
jkfitzgerald@comcast.net  with any  
questions. 

OUR CHURCH GOAL THIS YEAR IS $1,000. 
 

LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE TO THIS SPECIAL  
MISSIONS OFFERING IN MARCH AND EARLY APRIL DURING 

THE CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICES.   

Moments of Hope Update from February 12 
 
474 guests joined us for Saturday Servings.  
A meal served by New highland Baptist and New Bethesda was 
enjoyed by all. They were a well-oiled-machine as many of our 
guests were 
new to us. 
Lines were 
long as we 
set up.  
 
Thank you to 
all of you for 
your prayers, 
your support,  
and your 
love. We 
couldn't do it 
without you. 



 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 

 
 

Derek Nicksich, Senior Pastor 
 E-mail: derek@newhighland.org 
 
  
Matt White, Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540.207.2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 
 
Mary Petrey, Accompanist 
 
 
Marianne Dalton, Financial Administrative Asst 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 
 
Jennifer Perego, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804.550.1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 
 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
 

 

April Envoy — March 15 
 

Bulletin — 12 pm Tuesdays 

ACTS 2:43-47 February 5, 2023 February 12, 2023 February 19, 2023 February 26, 2023 

Attendance     

SUNDAY SCHOOL 60 31 40 56 

WORSHIP     

Online # of Households 4 5 4 3 

In-Person (10:30 am) 114 84 86 105 

Budget     

Weekly Need 5,000.55 5,000.55 5,000.55 5,000.55 

Weekly Receipts 6,359.00 3,705.60 4,454.05 2,737.00 

YTD Goal 30,003.30 35,003.85 40,004.40 45,004.95 

YTD Receipts 25,982.67 29,688.27 34,142.32 36,879.32 

     

Designated Gifts 38.00 25.00 125.00 525.00 

February Benevolence Offering  

 
 

$316.00 

March Mission Project 
 

Moments of Hope 

Church Council Meeting 

 

March 13 at 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

Keith Robinson’s Crusaders 
Sunday School Class 

 
Sponsorship of Mohamed 

(Tanzania) 
 

March, 2023 

March Anniversaries 

March Birthdays 
 
   

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 
 

NHBC is currently hosting monthly blood drives for the 
Red Cross. There is an extreme need for blood  

at this time. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

The next drive is on Thursday, March 23 
from 1 pm to 6 pm in the CLC  

All blood types are needed and are being tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies.      

 
Appointments are required.  

Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or call 
1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767). 

 

 

 
Future dates are 4/13/23 and 5/18/23 

3/01  Ann Anderson 3/18  Lamar Kulp 

3/01  Eli Bryant 3/21  David Yates 

3/03  Larry Frakes 3/23  Arthur Petrey 

3/04  Haleigh Arhart 3/24  David Falls 

3/05  David Edwards 3/24  Barbara Kendig 

3/06  Boyd Sandridge 3/24  Lynn Woods 

3/7  Persephone Yates 3/25  Roy Barnes 

3/8  Bob Kossoff 3/25  Mike Woods 

3/08  Pamela Lumpkin 3/26  Madison Whitley 

3/08  Andrew Simpson 3/28  Jaime Harnden 

3/15  Andrew Currie 3/29  Madeline Mirzaie 

3/17  Jimmy Carneal    

Donnie & Kristi Garstang   

Gordon & Donna Martin   

Marvin &  Jan Mills   

 

mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org

