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Deacons on Call—December 
    

 David Dixon  804-746-7637 
 Harold Elliotte 804-795-5298 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

I hope all of you are doing well as we enter the month of De-
cember. Lots of things happen at the end of the year, and it 
will be interesting to see how things are changed by our cur-
rent situation. Celebrating the birth of our Savior has always 
been a family affair, but we will see if that occurs as we con-
tinue to deal with our health concerns. 
 

Normally, after Christmas is a time to prepare for the coming 
of a new year, and I have been told by several people that 
they are ready to close the book on 2020! Again, how we 
think about that and how we celebrate it may be different this 
time around. Keeping safe wins out over past norms that may 
be more risky than usual. 
 

The church has also had to change how we do things in the 
last several months. For a time, worship was broadcast from 
an empty sanctuary with a minimal amount of people. We 
graduated from that to having worship outside with most eve-
ryone remaining in their vehicles or socially distancing in the 
parking lot. Thankfully, we are now worshipping again in our 
sanctuary and we can broadcast our service through the inter-
net to our website where people unable to join can participate 
“virtually.” 
 

In the last month, I have asked the deacon leaders to change 
the way they provide leadership. When I arrived four years 
ago, hard to believe its been that long, the church was at-
tempting to go to a mission team leadership model. It has 
been difficult to get that off the ground and with the current 
situation and with very little “meeting” going on, the mission 
team model was not working. In our October meeting, I chal-
lenged the deacons to return to the Deacon Family Plan. I am 
excited to report that they eagerly accepted the challenge. 
Each deacon has been assigned a certain amount of families 
to reach out to each month – checking on the family and ask-
ing if there is a need the church can help with. 
 

That may be the biggest challenge for ministry in this time – 
knowing the needs, understanding the situation and helping 
in a way that is comfortable and appropriate. Everyone has a 
little different comfort zone, I have found. Some would not 
mind you knocking on the door and having a face-to-face vis-
it, even if that is not recommended. Others might look down 
on such a visit and be offended in some way, yet we want to 
provide the help we can regardless of the situation. Hopefully, 
the deacons can help us with getting good information and 
we, as a staff and a church, can appropriately provide what is 
needed. 
 

Rest assured; things are still happening at the church. The 
Day School is having a great semester. We are having won-
derful worship services on Sunday mornings – we baptized 
five people this fall! We have a very well attended Bible Study 
on Wednesdays as well. We are doing discipleship on Sunday 
nights and the youth and young adults are still going strong. 
 

If you have a need, let us know. We want to help you in any 
way possible, especially during a pandemic!  
 

            Blessings, 

 December Worship 
 

10:30am Worship - INSIDE 
& Live Streaming  

 

Sunday, December 6 
Communion 

 

Sunday, December 13 
Commitment Sunday 

Quarterly Business Meeting at 11:45 am 
 

Sunday, December 20 
 

Thursday, December 24 
Candlelight Service at 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 27 
 

No Sunday school, nursery or children’s activities 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

We meet Wednesdays at 10 am in the sanctuary, 
socially distanced. We are studying the gospels. 
Page plays hymns, and we also live stream the 
study on our website. 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
  

Thursday, December 24 
Candlelight Service at 4 pm 

Includes Prepackaged Communion   

Ninth Hour 
 

“Ninth Hour” is live with Jennifer on Mondays ON-
LY (No Thursdays) thru December 21. These will 
be on our New Highland Family Group on Face-
book at 3:00pm live, then shared on the page 
after. Ninth Hour is an online, live, interactive 
time of scripture, encouragement, community, 
and prayer. These Mondays thru Christmas week 
will be Advent-themed! Then, Ninth Hour will re-
sume in January, 2021 at a date TBD. Everyone is 
invited to plug into this special time together.  

 

Church Office Closings 
  

The church office will close at noon on Dec. 24th, 
and be closed Dec. 25th through Dec. 28th. We 
will also be closed on Jan. 1st for New Year’s. 

  



 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

 
An Exercise For Believing God’s Love For Us 

By Phil Rehberg (Meat for Maturity) 
 

The foundation idea of our faith is that God loves us and wants to 
bless us. This conviction is something that expands throughout 
our lifetime, but it can also fade. This exercise helps us to keep 
ourselves abiding in God’s love and to highlight any areas where 
we might doubt his love. 
 

Read through this once as a prayer by replacing references to God 
with “You”. Then start over and read one line at a time without 
replacing references to God, as a declaration and acceptance of 
God’s love. After each line take at least 20 seconds for agreeing 
with and absorbing it. Choose to believe and be guided by it. This 
exercise should help you determine how much your heart truly 
believes in God’s love for you.  
 

If you notice resistance or lack of agreement as you read through 
this, then take some time to reflect on why that is and how to cor-
rect it. Please remember that it is not so important that you feel it; 
it is more important that you have conviction that it is true for 
you. Say the prayer on a regular basis to keep yourself abiding in 
God’s love. 
 

God Loves Me Declaration and Acceptance 

God’s love for me is boundless. 

He created me so that he could shower his love on me 

And fill me with joy. 

He is my perfect Father, 

Who delights in seeing me grow up and develop my gifts 

And enjoy the blessings of his creation. 

He gave me his Son and His Spirit 

So, I could reunite with him 

And live forever in his perfect community of love. 

I am a citizen of his kingdom now 

And I have the privilege of brightening up my world 

With his goodness and love. 

He did not reject me in my corruption 

But while I was a sinner, Christ died for me. 

His love is unfailing because it depends on him, not me. 

I am infinitely encouraged because I can rely on his love 

Even when life is hard and I fail to resist temptation. 

His love is the anchor for my life. 

Because of his great love for me 

I rejoice and abide in him. 

And become one spirit with him. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

RESTATEMENT  With “YOU” 

“YOU” Love Me Declaration and Acceptance 

“YOUR” love for me is boundless. 

Continued at top of next column 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Claude Aylor 
Eric Bivens 

Maddie Bonner 
Jim Bonner 

Michelle Bonner 
Tom Coppedge 
Carol Didlake 

Sandra Edwards 
Charlie Elliott 

Barbara Gammon 
Buddy/Mary Golding 

Jean Harding 

Sherwood Haskins 
George/Shirley Linville 

Joshua Long 
Page Marriner 

Dot Martin 
Gordon Martin 
David McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Earl Phillips 
Larry Powell 

Tommy Searles 
Dylan Smith 

Margaret Toney 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Con-
tact Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) 
Contact Church Office (550-9601). 

Prayer Thoughts - continued 

“YOU” created me so that “YOU” could 
shower “YOUR” love on me 

And “YOU” fill me with joy. 

“YOU” are my perfect Father, 

“YOU” delight in seeing me grow up and 
develop my gifts 

And “YOU” enjoy the blessings of 
“YOUR” creation. 

“YOU” gave me “YOUR” Son and 
“YOUR” Spirit 

So, I could reunite with “YOU” 

And live forever in “YOUR” perfect com-
munity of love. 

I am a citizen of “YOUR” kingdom now 

And I have the privilege of brightening up 
my world 

With “YOUR” goodness and love. 

“YOU” did not reject me in my corruption 

But while I was a sinner, Christ died for 
me. 

“YOUR” love is unfailing because it de-
pends on “YOU,” not me. 

I am infinitely encouraged because I can 
rely on “YOUR” love 

Even when life is hard and I fail to resist 
temptation. 

“YOUR” love is the anchor for my life. 

Because of “YOUR” great love for me 

I rejoice and abide in “YOU.” 

And become one spirit with “YOU.” 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  



 

 

Foyer Sponsors Still Needed 
 

Our renewed foyer, welcome area and community 
space is such a great ministry area and resource for 
our church and our Day School. We are so thankful to 
all who have generously contributed and to those 
who are prayerfully considering making a dona-
tion. Chairs are still in need of sponsoring at $140 
each. Can’t donate that much? Any amount will help 
cover the expense of our foyer and is greatly appreci-
ated. If you haven’t gotten to see the new foyer yet, 
consider dropping by between 12:30 and 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. Please call first to ensure 
someone is here. 

News from Jennifer 
 

Sunday, December 6 and December 13 will be the last 
two LifeNights for 2020.  6:00-7:30pm 
For NYHYM & Beyond - the LifeNight for December 13 
will be a Christmas-themed time together!   
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

“Tis the Season” New Highland Baptist  
Christmas Car Parade! 
Sunday, December 20 from 3:00-5:00pm 
 

Everyone is invited to decorate your car, truck or vehi-
cle festively for Christmas! You may use a Christmas 
theme, use lights or signage or whatever creative 
things you wish to use! We will gather at the church 
and then go out into the community to drive by homes 
of church members bringing Christmas cheer. Once in 
the neighborhoods, we will line up in a parade caravan 
and then follow the streets in a route that the staff will 
plan in advance. If some folks want to get into the back 
of their trucks or roll down windows, we will do that 
after we are in each neighborhood to “get set” for the 
parade/drive-by. As we pass certain folks’ homes, we 
may pause to share a Christmas carol and to leave a 
goody on their porch. Then we will keep going! Not on-
ly will we bring joy and festive thoughtfulness to folks 
from our church and community, we will be spreading 
Christmas cheer thru the neighborhoods in gen-
eral. When we return to the church parking lot by 
around 5:00pm, we will have a brief outdoor Christmas 
sing along similar to drive-in church with proper dis-
tancing outside - to enjoy Christmas carols together 
before we dismiss. There will be no indoor Christmas 
movie after - for safety reasons due to recent rules 
from the governor.  
 

So everyone, plan to be a part of our church family’s 
Christmas parade on the 20th! It’s a safe and fun way 
that we can come together in a creative way to spread 
the joy of Jesus throughout our community and bless 
some hearts! It would be beautiful to have a strong 
turnout for this event!    

 Adult “Sunday” School by Zoom 
 

Pastor Rusty leads an Adult 
“Sunday” school on Saturday 
mornings at 11 am. He emails the 
lesson each week. Use this zoom 
link to join us: https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/89265418402.  

The Day School Substitutes Needed 
 

The Day School is currently looking for 
substitutes on an as needed basis.  The 
Day School operates from 8:30am – 
12:30pm five days a week and follows 
the Hanover County public school holiday 
and inclement weather schedule.  If you 
are interested in serving in this ministry, 
please contact Karen Hastings at 
dayschool@newhighland.org or 804-550-1557.  

  

 
 
NHBC Family, 
Thank you so much for the care package and all of 
the encouraging notes! I am having a great experi-
ence here and I am enjoying getting to know people! 
I really appreciate all of the thoughts and prayers! I 
miss seeing all of your faces and being able to con-
nect with you and fellowship with you, and I miss 
singing in worship! Thank you all so much, again, for 
the notes and encouragement, especially during this 
time. 
Thank you - Madison Hutto   
 

To the New Highland Family, 
I would like to thank you all for the generous gift you 
sent to me. The kind words and prayers were impact-
ful and really helped me manage this difficult time at 
college. I appreciated the gifts, they brought a smile 
to my face when I opened the package. The thought-
fulness of the church is very evident through this kind 
gift. This gesture will stick with me--thank you again. 
Carlin Thompson 

 

Christmas Post Office 
  

Due to COVID, we will not have the Christmas post 
office this year, as we felt it would not be practical 
or safe.  

Inclement Weather Announcements 
  

When inclement weather is in the area, we 
will post a voice mail on our phone line 
(550-9601) by 7:00 am on Sunday  
mornings to advise you of our schedule.  
TV Channels 6, 8 and 12 will have our  
closing information on their list of closings.  
If Hanover County schools are closed on a 

Wednesday, we will not have activities. 

Poinsettia Orders 
  

Poinsettias are available to order to 
honor or memorialize those important 
to you. The orders are due by Sunday, 
December 13. The cost is $12 per 
plant. The poinsettias will be displayed 
in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 
20 and Christmas Eve. You take your plant(s) home 
after the Christmas Eve service. Order forms are locat-
ed in front of the church office on the bookcase and 
can be placed in the black box with payment attached. 
Plants will not be ordered without payment. 

https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org


 

 

Christian Sympathy To: 
 

Pamela Lumpkin and family in the death  
of her step-father, Ray C. Burke 

 

Jennifer Mullins’ sister, Sarah, and brother-in-law, Chris,  
in the death of his father, John Cinnamon 

 

Linda Peay in the death of her cousin, Kin Headley 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

We will have our quarterly business meeting on Sunday, Decem-
ber 13 following our worship, about 11:45 am. We will be discuss-
ing and voting on the proposed church budget for 2021. 

Family Based Deacon Ministry 
 

Recently, the NHBC Deacons returned to using the family ministry 
model in order to provide greater support to our church family as 
we navigate the challenges we’ve been facing, especially as our 
opportunities to gather together as a church family have become 
so limited. You will be hearing from your deacon soon, if you 
haven’t already. If you don’t hear from a deacon by December 13, 
please call the office so that we can be sure that we have as-
signed a deacon to your family, and can follow up as needed. 

2020 Contributions 
  

Contributions to the 2020 operating budget may be made until 
Wednesday, December 30th by turning them in to the office by 
4:30 pm. (Kristi is off on December 31st and we can’t guarantee 
someone will be in the office.) If mailed, contributions must be 
postmarked by December 31st, to be included in 2020 contribu-
tions. Also, as a reminder, appreciated stock can be given to 
NHBC to receive great tax benefits. You receive a deduction for 
the value of the stock, but do not pay income taxes on the stock 
appreciation! Forced to take distributions from your 401k or IRA 
due to age? To avoid paying tax on (some or all of) the distribu-
tion, you can ask them to send it directly to the church as a con-
tribution. Check with your financial advisor of call your investment 
company.  
  

Reminder: do not file your income tax return before you receive 
your charitable giving statement from NHBC. If you file before re-
ceipt and had individual contributions of $250 or more, you may 
not be able to deduct them. 
  

If you would like more information on any of the above, contact 
Kristi Garstang in the church office. 

AmazonSmile 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support New Highland and make a difference this Christmas sea-
son. Shop for gifts at https://www.smile.amazon.com/ch/54-
0787437 to generate donations for NHBC. 
 

For the quarter dated July 1 to September 30, 2020, NHBC re-
ceived $15.84 in donations due to members purchasing from Am-
azonSmile on behalf of NHBC. This may not seem like much, but 
every little bit helps. And we know this number can be much high-
er if more members participate. What are you waiting for? 

Hope for the Holidays 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for Pastor Rusty’s Advent sermon 
series November 29 - Christmas Eve.  

Christmas Missions Offerings 
 

NHBC supports two Christmas offerings. 
 

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® 
is an annual offering collected by believers 
around the world to support international 
missions. The offering was officially named 
in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union  in 
honor of the missionary to China who 
urged churches to start it and give sacrifi-
cially. This offering is unique from other 
mission offerings in that 100% of gifts 
provide for missionaries all over the world. 
It is a valuable part of Southern Baptists' 
175-year history of reaching the nations 
with the gospel and vital to reaching the 
vision of a multitude from every language, 
people, tribe and nation knowing and wor-
shiping our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Theme for 2020: A Great Multitude + You  
 

After this I looked, and there before me was a 
great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and lan-
guage, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in their hands. 
Revelations 7:9 
  

For the CBF Offering for Global Mis-
sions, 100% of your gift supports CBF 
field personnel serving in the US and 
around the world. When you give to the 
Offering for Global Missions, you help plant 
new churches and share the hope of Christ 
with people who have never heard the 
Gospel. You offer food, teach children how 
to succeed in school, and help refugees 
adapt and thrive in their new homes. You 
and your church’s gifts to the Offering will 
extend lasting hope and loving hospitality 
to refugees and people living in poverty 
around the world. 
 

Theme for 2020-21: Extend Hope & Hospi-
tality 
 

Do not neglect to send hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some of have entertained 
angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:2  
 

Christmas missions offerings not designat-
ed to one or the other are split 50/50.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0787437
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0787437
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0787437
http://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering/
http://www.cbf.net/offering-for-global-missions
http://www.cbf.net/offering-for-global-missions


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Interim Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Karen Hastings, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
Church Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Jan Envoy — Dec 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II: Oct 25, 2020 Nov 1, 2020 Nov 8, 2020 Nov 15, 2020 Nov 22, 2020 

Attendance      

Early Worship Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Sunday School Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Late Worship 53 65 56 50 57 

      

Budget      

Weekly Need 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 

Weekly Receipts 3,713.00 7,399.00 3,973.00 3,762.50 3,910.96 

YTD Goal 279,389.22 286,027.34 292,665.46 299,303.58 305,941.70 

YTD Receipts 259,043.11 266,442.11 270,415.11 274,177.61 278,088.57 

      

Designated Gifts 2,264.00 20.00 25.00 340.00 371.00 

November Benevolence Offering 
 

No collection taken, but $290 given 

MCEF Donations for December 
 

Peanut Butter 

Church Council Meeting 
 

December 14 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

December 
 

  Sponsorship of Mohamed (Tanzania) 
 

The Garstangs 
 

Sponsors needed ! 

December Anniversaries 
   

 12 Scott & Tracey Kazelskis 
 28 Ron & Sara Rhodes 

December Birthdays 

1 Page Marriner 
 Katie Falls 
3 Rob Brown 
 Eric Sandridge 
7 Edward DuRocher 
10 Linda Searles 
12 Joan Purdy 
13 Bill Currie 
16 Leigh Harrell 

17 Pat Smith 
22 Barbara Gammon 
 Sherwood Haskins 
28 Jean Harding 
 Heather Uzel 
 Peyton Steele 
29 Alli Crytser 
30 Judy Timberlake 
 Norman Eby 

 

Sponsor Mohamed 
  

Mohamed is the Tanzanian 17-year-old that we sponsor 
through Compassion International, and have since Octo-
ber 2009. The cost is $38 for a month of sponsorship. 
Sponsors are needed beginning in January. Contact Kris-
ti in the office to bless Mohamed with your support. 
Compassion International continues to support families 
during these difficult COVID times. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC will be hosting another blood drive for the Red 
Cross on Tuesday, December 22 from 10 am to 3 pm in 
the CLC. All blood types are needed and is being tested 
for COVID-19 antibodies. Convalescent plasma from in-
dividuals who have had COVID is also in high demand. 
 

Appointments are required. Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org to register or call 

1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 
 

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org?subject=Sponsor%20Mohamed
mailto:office@newhighland.org?subject=Sponsor%20Mohamed
http://www.redcrossblood.org

