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Deacons on Call—October 
    

 Mike Sandridge  804-537-5170 
 Bob Kossoff 804-550-1103 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

One of the terms that I dislike the most is “new normal.” We 
were first made to consider what that means when Jennifer 
suddenly lost most of the hearing in her left ear, in the blink 
of an eye, over a decade ago. We have never been given a 
sure reason why that happened, but the doctor we went to 
afterward was very clear to my bride – “you are going to have 
to get used to a new normal.” As I said before, more than a 
dozen years later and she is still not settled into that new nor-
mal. 
 

That seems to be a phrase that is being bantered about these 
days as well. I have heard it said – we will never be like we 
were before so we have to try to find our new normal. Just as 
Jennifer and I didn’t like the idea that her hearing was never 
returning, at least not as it was originally, I do not like the 
idea that we can never return to the more care-free lives we 
lived just six months ago. 
 

One of the things I am striving to do, as the leader of our 
church, is to steadily return our church to being as active and 
involved as it was before. I will not accept that we can’t get 
back to life, and a part of that is finding ways to safely get 
things going again. 
 

After prayer and soul searching, I believe that we need to be 
returning to discipleship and fellowship as much as possible. 
We have already relaunched LifeNights on Sunday evenings at 
6:00. After a brief time of worship, we divide into discipleship 
groups – youth go with Jen, children (when they return – this 
will be a process) with Eric, and we have multiple choices for 
adults. I am doing a study on World Religions in the sanctu-
ary, that is also being live streamed and available on the web-
site on-demand afterward.  
 

Bryan Chenault has stepped forward to do a study from “The 
Purpose Drive Life” he is calling “Revisiting our Purpose.” It 
will be in one of the adult classrooms in the Sunday School 
wing. We had a great talk recently, and he said that he feels 
called to teach again. I am so grateful for his willingness to 
help. 
 

GriefShare is also meeting on Sunday nights, led by two 
troopers who are still grieving themselves – David and Cheryl 
McGhee. I appreciate their help so much as well, and I have a 
special place in my heart for those who are grieving. 
 
We are also going to meet on Wednesday mornings again, 
beginning October 7! We had a solid group of folks who came 
regularly on Wednesday mornings before, and I want to offer 
something for them again. We will meet at 10 in the sanctu-
ary, socially distanced, and enjoy Bible study together. We 
will begin our study of the gospels with the first gospel of – 
Mark. The study will include hymns played by Page, and we 
will also live stream the study on Facebook and our website. 
 

This will pass, but let us not give up on our God commanded 
edict to meet and worship found in Hebrews 10: 24-25 – 
 

Continued at top of next column 

 October Worship 
 

10:30am Worship - INSIDE 
& Live Streaming  

 

Sunday, October 4 
 

Sunday, October 11 
Combined Worship at 10:30 am 

River Baptismal Service at 3 pm (p. 4 for details) 
 

Sunday, October 18 
 

Sunday, October 25 
 

No Sunday school, nursery or children’s activities 

Continued from previous column 
 

24 And let us be concerned about one an-
other in order to promote love and good 
works, 25 not staying away from our wor-
ship meetings, as some habitually do, but 
encouraging each other, and all the more 
as you see the day drawing near. 
 

For believers, that should not be the normal – 
ever. 
 

Blessings, 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Foyer Sponsors Still Needed 
 

Our renewed foyer, welcome area and community 
space is such a great ministry area and resource 
for our church and our Day School. We are so 
thankful to all who have generously contributed 
and to those who are prayerfully considering 
making a donation. Chairs are still in need of 
sponsoring at $140 each. Can’t donate that 
much? Any amount will help cover the expense of 
our foyer and is greatly appreciated. If you have-
n’t gotten to see the new foyer yet, consider 
dropping by between 12:30 and 4:30 pm Monday 
through Friday. Please call first to ensure some-
one is here. 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Adults will meet in the sanctuary on Wednesday 
mornings beginning 10/7 at 10 am. More details 
are in Rusty’s article to the left. 



 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

 

 The Four Things God Wants in Our Prayers 
 

When is your special day, time of prayer?  Is it the well-known, 
specified National Day of Prayer?  Or, do you have a special time 
each month, week, day?  Well, when you do pray, you should un-
derstand that there are four things which God wants in our pray-
ers (outlined by Focus on the Family’s Jim Daly). 
 

Simply put, Jim Daly believes that God invites us to do so and 
promises a blessing when we do.  In the book of 2 Chronicles, 
verse 7:14, God says, “If my people who are called by my name 
will humble themselves and pray and seek MY FACE, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and will for-
give their sin and heal their land.” 
 

Some people suggest that God answers every prayer from His 
children—but sometimes the answer is ‘NO’.  Daly feels that’s a 
true statement, but if we only look at prayer as a transaction, 
we’re likely to miss the richness of prayer itself. 
 

Are you familiar with the acronym, A C T S  (ADORATION, CON-
FESSION, THANKSGIVING, AND SUPPLICATION)?  People, who 
use this idea in structuring their prayers, find it to be a helpful 
guide in approaching their Heavenly Father.  Jim Daly believes and 
suggests four things God is looking for from us when we pray. 
 

1. God wants HUMILITY:  That’s a tough one.  We can be 
so proud of our accomplishments, our inventions, our life-
styles—you name it.  Humility maybe hard to discover in 
people or even in a nation. 

2. God wants to TALK WITH US:  God wants to engage in 
the dialogue of prayer.  About the only prayer Daly knew 
growing up was one of those stock prayers recited over 
meals.  Now as an adult Daly knows that God desires ‘an 
ongoing conversation with each person.’  God cares about 
the details of our lives.  God invites us to bring to Him our 
fears, pain, sadness, confession, joy hopes, dreams—you 
name it.  Just think Almighty God is waiting for us to just 
talk with Him. 

3. God wants us to SEEK HIS FACE:  ‘Seek’ is an action 
word which carries with it the sense of pursuing God with 
a ‘burning desire,’ ‘passion,’ and ‘gusto.’  Think about it - at 
some points in life such a response is not really easy.  Im-
agine why not!  Maybe a good place to start is to ask God 
that question - Why am I not passionate about seek-
ing Your FACE at this time in life? 

4. God wants us to experience the freedom and joy that 
comes through confession and turning from our sin.  It’s 
one thing to say, “I am sorry God for my sinful choices” 
and another thing to do something about it, namely turn-
ing from our sin and embracing what’s right. 

 

Continued at top of next column 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Charlie Elliott 
Barbara Gammon 

Buddy/Mary Golding 
Jean Harding 

Sherwood Haskins 
George/Shirley Linville 

Joshua Long 
Page Marriner 

 

Dot Martin 
Gordon Martin 
David McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Earl Phillips 
Larry Powell 

Tommy Searles 
Dylan Smith* 

Margaret Toney 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Contact 
Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) Contact 
Church Office (550-9601). 

Christian Sympathy To: 
 

 
Rachel Barnes and family in the death  

of her father, Van Summers 

Continued from previous column 
 

Prayer is a critical practice for any Chris-
tian, but it’s also something that, since we 
do so often, we run the risk of taking too 
lightly.  How often have we ended a con-
versation with a friend or loved one by as-
suring them, “I’ll pray for you” but failing 
to do so?  Or how frequently have we been 
the one asking for prayer ourselves, but 
not thinking too deeply about the signifi-
cance of the request? 
 

Habits and routines can be good—but they 
can also cause us to get into an easy rut 
and maybe forget just how awesome a 
privilege it is to be in communion and con-
versation with the Creator of the universe. 
 

The Lord has answered many people’s 
prayers in their lifetimes—playing a sport, 
finding a career, a significant person 
(spouse), or possibly becoming a parent.  
There can be a time when God says, NO!  
Often times people will need to bear the 
burdens of managing difficult people or 
wondering why loved people die all too 
soon. 
 

God does answer prayer just as sure the 
sun rises and sets.  Publicly acknowledge 
God and give Him praise.  Psalm 105:1—
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 
make known among the nations what he 
has done. 

 Adult “Sunday” School by Zoom 
 

Pastor Rusty leads an Adult “Sunday” 
school on Saturday mornings at 11 am. He 
emails the lesson each week. Use this 
zoom link to join us: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402.  
 
 

Audrey Atkinson 
Claude Aylor 
Eric Bivens 

Maddie Bonner 
Jim Bonner 

Michelle Bonner 
Carol Didlake 

Sandra Edwards 
 
 

https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402


 

 

The Day School Chrysanthemum Sale 
 

Mums are $15.00/pot 
 Pots are 10” premium tub in 

a terra cotta or sandstone 
color. 

 Each mum is delivered 
sleeved which makes trans-
porting them easier. 

 

Top quality product 
 Possible colors are yellow, 

gold/rust, orange/bronze, 
lavender/purple & red/
burgundy.  However, specific colors cannot be 
requested. 

 Jones Flowers will deliver whatever is determined 
as Grade “A” that week 

 Mum colors will be available on a first come, first 
serve basis on the day of delivery.  

 

This is a fundraiser 
 Our goal is to sell at least 125 mums. 
 The Day School will receive 55% of each sale!  

(1/2 of which will go toward funding the Randye 
B. Cox Memorial Scholarship Fund, the other ½ 
going toward operating expenses).  

 

Orders are due by Friday, October 2 (or earli-
er).  Please include the following: 

 Cash or check made payable to NHBC cover-
ing the full mum order total. 

 Total # of mums you are ordering. 
 Name and phone number. 

 

Order Pick-up will be on Wednesday, October 
7th immediately after preschool dismissal, 
which is at noon.  

News from Jennifer 
 

New Highland Youth Ministry (NHYM) and Beyond 
Young Adult Ministry 
 

Sundays - LifeNights 6:00-7:30pm 
Tuesdays - Girls and Guys Bible study 6:30-7:30pm 
Wednesdays - NHYM / Beyond Zoom 6:00-6:30pm 
Coming - special age group Zoom gatherings - TBA 
 

---- 
 

Sundays:  LifeNights for All Ages 
6:00-7:30pm 
This is for everyone. We gather in the 
sanctuary at 6:00pm for a time of 
worship and testimonies. Then we 
dismiss to our groups/classes. Adults 
have multiple options including the 
pastor’s Bible study on World Religions; “Revisiting Your 
Purpose” based on the Purpose Driven Life led by Bryan 
Chenault; or GriefShare led by the McGhees. Children 
are with our Children’s minister and the youth and 
young adults go with me to the gym.  
In the gym, we spread out and enjoy Bible study, shar-
ing and prayer. We are doing a series called “God of 
the Odd.” It is going very well and all are invited to 
come.  
The worship portion and adult class in the sanctuary 
are live-streamed for those at home. We are going to 
add an online option to the NHYM/Beyond time eventu-
ally. 
It’s a special evening and we are following every safety 
protocol with spacing, masks, and cleanliness. I hope 
you can join us. And if anyone wishes to lead an addi-
tional adult class or study, let us know.  
- Rev. Jennifer Mullins 
 

—- 
 

NHYM & Beyond Share and Prayer Zoom  
6:00-6:30pm - each Wednesday 
Join us in an online mid-week time for connecting, en-
couragement, devotion and prayer! 
This is for all tweens, teens and young adults! 
Here is the link. 
 

Topic: NHYM/ Beyond Share & Prayer Time 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Wednesdays 6:00pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81026908319 
 

Meeting ID: 810 2690 8319 
 

—- 
 

Coming this fall:  
NHYM/Beyond Age group Zoom meetings   
One Special Zoom meeting per age group. 
 

One for 5th-7th graders along with our Children’s Minis-
ter, Eric Smith;   
 

one for 8th-10th graders; 
 

one for 11th-12th graders; 
 

and a gathering for Beyond too.   
 

The Zoom links will be sent out in advance. These 
online meetings will allow special attention for each age 
group for planning, connecting and discipleship as we 
navigate this year and look to the future.  

Ninth Hour 
 

Ninth Hour, our on-line gathering for scripture, pray-
er requests and community prayer - following the 
biblical “hour of prayer” that is mentioned throughout 
the Bible, occurs on Mondays and Thursdays at 3:00 
pm and is lead by Jennifer Mullins. Join us on our 
Facebook group for this special time, which we will 
reassess as we get closer to the holidays. 

  

 

Morgan Lacy 
Joined 9/13/20  

by Profession of Faith 
Awaiting Baptism 

Dylan Smith 
Joined 9/13/20  

by Profession of Faith 
Awaiting Baptism 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81026908319


 

 

  

Revisiting Our Purpose 
  

This is our newest option for adults that started 
on September 27. Missed the first class? Please 
feel free to join in when you can. Bryan Chenault 
is leading this study that is loosely based on The 
Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. 

Special Baptismal Service 

 

We have many individuals who have been waiting to be baptized, 
having made their faith journeys public. COVID-19 may be keeping 
us from using our baptistery, but it will not keep us from baptizing 
our new members. Make plans to join us for a special river baptis-
mal service on Sunday afternoon, October 11 at 3:00 pm. 
 

These members will be baptized in the river at the Pamunkey 
Ramp (AKA Littlepage Ramp), located at: 
13600 Hanover Courthouse Road, Hanover, VA 23069 
Located approximately 2 miles north of Hanover Courthouse on 
Route 301  
 

This is an outdoor service which will provide extra safety for those 
being baptized, their families, and our congregation. Please make 
plans to come out and support these individuals. 

 



 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Interim Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Karen Hastings, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 
Office Phone: 804-550-9601 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Nov Envoy — Oct 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II:  Aug 30, 2020 Sep 6, 2020 Sep 13, 2020 Sep 20, 2020 

Attendance      

Early Worship  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Sunday School  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Late Worship  35 33 44 39 

      

Budget      

Weekly Need  6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 

Weekly Receipts  5,659.31 6,902.20 3,412.00 4,603.05 

YTD Goal  226,284.26 232,922.38 239,560.50 246,198.62 

YTD Receipts  217,662.61 224,564.81 227,976.81 232,580.31 

      

Designated Gifts  500.00 200.00 25.00 370.00 

Sept. Benevolence Offering 
 

No collection taken, but $75 given 

MCEF Donations for October 
 

Pasta, rice and beans 

Church Council Meeting 
 

October 12 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

October 
 

  Sponsorship of Mohamed (Tanzania) 
 

Carolyn Whitley 
 

Sponsors needed beginning in Dec! 

 

October Anniversaries 
   

1 Eric & Lynn Bivens 
5 Kevin & Sandra Smolen 
8 Dave & Carol Evers 
17 Tom & Mary Sue Coppedge 
23 David & Kay Shelton 
 Rob & Kimi Brown 
 Jennings & Melissa Dawson 
26 George & Shirley Linville 
 Frank & Joan Whittaker 
28 Tommy & Linda Searles 

 

October Birthdays 

15 Jackson Currie 
 Stephen Breck 
17 Sandra Edwards 
 Michael Petrey 
19 Mike Martin 
24 Tom Coppedge 
25 Bill Martin 
29 Tracey Kazelskis 
30 Kimi Brown 

1 Myra Fitzgerald 
4 Ernest Valenti 
6 Pamela Falls 
9 Judy Evans 
 Marvin Mills 
 Warren Timberlake 
 Nick Rishcoff 
11 Wes Bryant 
12 Lindsey Newman 
14 Julia Rose Johnson 
  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC will be hosting another blood drive for the Red 
Cross on Monday, October 26 from 1 pm to 6 pm in the 
CLC. All blood is needed and is being tested for COVID-
19 antibodies. Convalescent plasma from individuals 
who have had COVID is also in high demand. 
 

Appointments are required. Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org and put in “23116” as the zip 
code and October 26 as the date, or call 
1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767). 
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