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Deacons on Call—January 
    

 Harold Elliotte 804.795.5298 
 Monte Evans 804.690.0396 

Now, for the hope part. I know that God still has 
a plan for New Highland. We have seen some 
positive signs even in this difficult period. We 
have had baptisms; began a nice livestream of 
our services and we have even had some people 
to step into leadership. Just in case you haven’t 
heard, Jeff Fitzgerald felt led to begin an open 
gym night with a devotion. We are now hosting a 
group of men who want to play basketball in our 
gym every Thursday night.  

We have continued to offer worship, Bible study 
and activities. We have never given up, which I 
think is a credit to our staff. 

The choir, which is still extremely limited, has 
done some incredible music for the Advent sea-
son. Matt has talent to lead such a group, but he 
is working with a limited number of singers. 

Our Day School is now flourishing with a new 
leader. Jennifer Perego is an incredibly talented 
young lady and she will be a great director for 
that important part of our church. 

We are still trying and I have a plan. One of the 
ways to grow a church, especially over the last 20 
years, is to begin small groups. I have reached 
out to the new person at the BGAV and she has 
given me ideas about launching these groups in 
February. Jen and I will host a group of small 
group leaders in January and the small groups 
will emerge from that. I have a book for us to 
study and a new Bible made for small groups that 
we will use as our primary material. 

The goal of the groups is to grow and invite the 
new people to join us for church at New High-
land. The small groups allow for even more entry 
points into our church. 

So, there is hope. God is not done with us yet, 
but the key is for all of us to work together. May-
be you are not meant to lead a small group, but 
maybe you could join one and invite your friends 
and neighbors.  

Maybe God has something for you to do. Maybe 
he has called you to begin or lead something that 
can be a catalyst for our congregation. If all of us 
do our part, I know that God will continue to 
bless us and show us a wonderful future. 

What is He calling you to do or to be a part of? 
What role can you play as we rebuild our church 
in 2022? Are you ready to work? 
 

Blessings, 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

Welcome to 2022! We have made it through another very inter-
esting year – to say the least. So, what’s next? 

I don’t think that it is often that you know ahead of time that 
you are entering an extremely important period. In fact, when I 
hear someone say, “this is the most important (fill in the blank),” 
I always take it with a grain of salt. Who knows if this really is 
the most important election (a claim made by people all over the 
political spectrum in 2020), or clinical trial, or Supreme Court 
ruling, etc., etc.? The truth is, we rarely know that on the front 
end. It usually requires looking back to see how essential some-
thing was or wasn’t. 

I don’t think that there will be any debate that 2022 will be a 
pivotal year in the life of our church. I am not trying to be dra-
matic or alarmist but it seems pretty obvious that this will be a 
crucial time in figuring out the future of our congregation. 

Hear this first - we are not barely holding on, counting down the 
days until the doors are shuttered forever. I am aware there 
have been hundreds of churches that have had that to occur in 
the last two years. I talked to a guy who was a part of one last 
week.  

The virus that has set everything on its ear and is given credit 
for killing thousands. Honestly, many of the ones who have died 
were extremely ill already and the virus was the finishing touch. 
Many churches have followed a similar fate - they disbanded 
because of the disruption of the virus. Similarly, I think it would 
be safe to say that many of those churches were not in particu-
larly good shape to begin with and the pandemic was simply the 
last straw.  

NHBC is not thriving, like we once were. I thought, in my heart, 
that the church was on an upswing after the Panama mission 
trip in January of 2020. The trip seemed to give the church a 
burst of energy and purpose. Then, all of us were forced to 
reevaluate everything when the virus spread worldwide. Our 
lives were changed and some of us lost loved ones. 

Our society has not recovered from the pandemic. Neither has 
our church. Sunday School, which I thought would be welcomed 
back with gusto, has been extremely limited. Attendance for 
worship services, at least the in-person count, is half what it was 
before. We do have people who watch from home but there is 
little way to know how many are taking advantage of our new 
technology.  

We are blessed to have a full, talented staff - from Page to Eric 
and Matt to Jennifer. I would also be willing to say that our non-
ministerial office guru – Kristi – is the best as well. 

If the church does not grow and find financial stability, staff 
changes will occur. The trouble with that scenario is obvious – if 
we can’t reach people/grow the church with a full staff of called 
and talented people, how will we manage that goal without such 
leadership?  

Kevin Costner played a character who built a baseball diamond 
in the middle of a corn field with the idea – if you build it, they 
will come, and it worked. We have built a staff, but the church is 
not growing.  

I know what you are thinking - wow, what a positive January 
Envoy message! Forgive me, but this is the truth of the matter. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 January Worship Services 
 

9:15 am Sunday School  
10:30 am Worship  

 

Sunday, January 2 
Communion 

 

Sunday, January 9 
 

Sunday, January 16 
 

Sunday, January 23 
 

Sunday, January 30 

Christian Sympathy to Families of: 
 

Brett Blose in the death of  
his mother, Cathy Blose 

 

Tonya Vasser in the death of  
her father, Ernest Valenti 

 

Donna Martin in the death of  
her brother, Vic Fuzy 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

Derived from ‘Hearing God’s Voice’ by Henry & Richard Blackaby        
and ‘Unlimiting God’ by Richard Blackaby 

During January and February 2022, the Prayer Thoughts segment 
will consider the opportunity for you in ‘Unlimiting God’ via inten-
tional action in your life. 

Have you begun this New Year 2022 with a vibrant effort to daily 
meet via prayer with God along with reading your Bible? Is it your 
intention to read the Bible in its entirety throughout this year? If 
you haven’t done so in recent years, you may very well find great 
value in relating, over a year’s time, specifically to the Old Testa-
ment, Psalms, Proverbs, and New Testament. 

Strive to recognize God’s voice. When God speaks, He does not 
give new revelation about Himself that contradicts what He has 
already revealed in Scripture. Rather, God speaks to give applica-
tion of His Word to the specific circumstances in your life. Also, 
when God speaks to you, He is not writing a new book of Scrip-
ture, rather, He is applying to your life what He has already said in 
His Word. Biblical stories relate that whenever God spoke to 
someone that person’s life was never the same again. This reality 
is true today. So, keep your Bible nearby in your quiet place (with 
God) and have it available, as you pray. Be intentional and fo-
cused about listening to what God is saying to you—you will re-
spond in love and obedience and your life will be transformed as 
well. Key operative words that enhance a strong personal relation-
ship with God are LISTEN, TRUST, & OBEY. 

You may find journaling the specifics discovered during your Bible 
reading—moments as God nudges you, or possibly the details of 
important prayer points-maybe entire prayers are worthy for re-
cording—for your future meditation and re-call. 

As you embrace this concentrated effort to ‘hear’ God’s voice you, 
as you attempt to experience and acknowledge God’s presence, 
you may also become impacted by encountering a human charac-
teristic of a ‘limiting’ God nature. Resolving this troublesome char-
acteristic requires intentional action to ‘Un-limit God.’ 

Initial question:  

 Why do Christians put limits on their relationship with Him? 

We could be pursuing greater knowledge, experiencing 
deeper intimacy, and abiding in freer joy. . . . and yet we 
routinely, settle for mediocrity in our spiritual lives. 

An objective for the reader, listener—you:  

• Inspiration for the reader to aim for a new level of walking 
with God.   

• Experience God working through your life in a powerful new 
dimension being able to hear words from God thereby 
changing your life and your world.   

• Go past and beyond any limitations that has been set in your 
Christian life. 

Begin this endeavor by asking yourself several, searching ques-
tions—and then ask God to help you find the surprising and pow-
erful answers. 

• If God is truly all powerful, why doesn’t He manifest His 
awesome strength more often through me? 

• With millions of Christians around the world worshiping and 
praying each week, why isn’t God’s power more evident in 
more congregations—including my own? 

• Why do I so often find it boring to spend time with God in 
prayer, Bible study, worship? 

Continued at top of next column 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Rachel Barnes 
Maddie Bonner 
Dick Cousins 

Linda Edwards 
Barbara Gammon 

Jean Harding 
Donna Martin 

Dot Martin 
Gordon Martin 

Cheryl McGhee 
Earl Phillips 
Lisa Rossi 

Dylan Smith 
Pamela Smith 

Tim Smith 
Will Smith 

Margaret Toney 
Joan Whittaker 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; or 
2) Contact Prayer Team  (804-550-1562); or 
3) Contact Church Office (804-550-9601). 

In Memoriam 
 

Audrey Griffin Wallace 
 

September 05, 1923 - 
December 12, 2021 

 

United with EHPBC/NHBC  
August 18, 1954             

Continued from prior column 

• Since God is limitless, why do I feel 
like I only know Him on the surface 
level? 

• If God can do anything, why do I so 
often experience defeat and discour-
agement? 

• If God’s promises are really true, why 
am I not living with more joy and 
hope? 

Once you accept the reality of ‘Unlimiting 
God,’ you will be challenged to allow God 
to help you exceed your own self-imposed 
limits. Thereby, only then can you experi-
ence new and deeper dimensions in your 
relationship with your loving God. 



 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

Our men meet for breakfast on the second 
Tuesday of each month at Cold Harbor  
Restaurant on Mechanicsville Turnpike at  
7:15 am. 

News from Jennifer 
  

NHYM Sunday Nights  
Starting January 9th, New Highland Youth 
(NHYM) will meet on Sundays from 5:00-
6:30pm. This time will include open gym, 
games, snacks, music, then two small group 
Bible studies: one for boys and one for girls. 
There will be fun incentives for scripture 
memory and bringing friends too. 
 

We will be gearing up for 
DNOW 2022: RENEW, which 
is currently set for February 18
-20. Begin to invite friends 
now! If any young adults wish 
to help me with DNOW, let me 
know. 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Adult Bible study resumes on January 5. Join us 
on Wednesdays at 10 am, in the sanctuary. 
Page plays hymns, and we also live stream the 
study on our website when possible.  

Church Office Closings 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday and 
Tuesday, December 27 ad 28 for the Christmas 
holiday, and Friday, December 31 for the New 
Year’s holiday. We will be open on Monday, 
January 3 with regular hours. 

Church Directories 
 

Updated copies of church directories will be available for 
pickup beginning Sunday, January 9. They may be 
picked up from the bookcase inside the church office, on 
the middle shelf. 

Estimate Cards for 2022 Budget 
 

Estimate cards of your financial gifts are still being accepted 
for the 2022 budget. Pick up a card from the bookcase in 
front of the church office and drop in the black lock box. You 
can also complete an estimate online at: https://onrealm.org/
NHBC/-/form/pledge/2022Budget or email your estimate to 
Kristi in the office. 

 

Open Gym Nights 
  

The gym will be open from 7:30 - 9:30 pm on  
Thursday evenings for basketball. Contact Jeff  
Fitzgerald with any questions. 

Inclement Weather Announcements 
  

When inclement weather is in the area, we will post a voice 
mail on our phone line (550-9601) by 7:00 am 
on Sunday mornings to advise you of our sched-
ule. TV Channels 6, 8 and 12 will have our clos-
ing information on their list of closings.   
 

If Hanover County schools are closed on a work 
day, the church office may be closed as well, 
and the staff may be working from home. An 

email will be sent via Constant Contact and the office 
voicemail will also be updated appropriately.  

Christmas Post Office 
  

Reminder: all Christmas cards should be picked up no later 
than Sunday, January 9. Please be sure to check the appro-
priate slot(s) to see if you have received any Christmas cards. 

2021 Contributions 
  

Contributions for 2021 may be made until Thursday, Decem-
ber 30th by dropping them by the church office. If mailed, 
they must be postmarked by December 31st, to be included.  
Also, as a reminder, appreciated stock can be given to NHBC 
to receive great tax benefits. You receive a deduction for the 
value of the stock, but do not pay income taxes on the stock 
appreciation! Forced to take distributions from your 401k or 
IRA due to age? To avoid paying tax on (some or all of) the 
distribution, you can ask them to send it directly to the church 
as a contribution. Consult your tax advisor.  
 

Reminder: do not file your income tax return before you re-
ceive your charitable giving statement from NHBC. If you file 
before receipt and had individual contributions of $250 or 
more, you may not be able to deduct them. 
 

If you would like more information on any of the above, con-
tact Kristi Garstang in the church office. 

The Day School Registration 
  

The Day School priority registration for current 
students, their siblings, and 
church members for next school 
year begins on Tues., January 18.       
  

Age Eligibility for our classes for 
the 2022/2023 school year is as 
follows: 

• 2 1/2-Year-Old Class: must 
turn 2 by 3/31/2022  

• 3-Year-Old Classes: must turn 3 by 
9/30/2022 

• Pre-K Classes: must turn 4 by 9/30/2022 
  

The Day School admits students of any race, 
color, and national or ethnic origin. ALL stu-
dents must be  potty-trained by the time school 
starts in September. To schedule a tour or for 
more information, please contact Jen Perego at 
dayschool@newhighland.org or 804.550.1557.  

12th Annual Souper Bowl Competition 
  

The men and women are facing off once again!  
Through February 5, bring in cans of soup to 
benefit a mission partner, and see who will win 
the SOUPer Bowl prize this year. Bins will be in 
the foyer. The bowl will be awarded on Sunday, 
February 6 during worship. The women are 
leading this series seven to four, including win-
ning last year. Will the women continue to 
dominate, or is this our men’s year to shine? 

https://onrealm.org/NHBC/-/form/pledge/2022Budget
https://onrealm.org/NHBC/-/form/pledge/2022Budget
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Jennifer Perego, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Church Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
 

Feb Envoy — Jan 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II:  Nov 28, 2021 Dec 5, 2021 Dec 12, 2021 Dec 19, 2021 

Attendance      

SUNDAY SCHOOL  38 40 33 39 

WORSHIP      

Online # of Households  57 48 55 38 

In-Person (10:30 am)  73 86 59 73 

Budget      

Weekly Need  6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 

Weekly Receipts  3,410.00 6,730.00 4,838.00 16,818.44 

YTD Goal  309,744.48 316,197.49 322,650.50 329,103.51 

YTD Receipts  241,284.59 248,014.59 252,852.59 269,671.03 

      

Designated Gifts  391.00 392.53 1,318.00 525.95 

December Benevolence Offering 
 

$386.53 

MCEF Donations for January 
 

Soups for Souper Bowl 

Church Council Meeting 
 

January 10 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 
 
 
 

Sponsorship of Mohamed 
(Tanzania) 

 
 

January 
Roy and Linda Peay 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

 9 Matt and Michelle White 
 23 Bruce and Brenda McAleese 

January Birthdays 

1 Barbara Elliotte 
 Glenda Currie 
3 Rusty Mullins 
5 Stacy Dixon 
6 Lisa Rossi 
8 Angela Eby 
9 Bryan Jr Chenault 
10 Tucker Dawson 
 Scott Schricker 
11 Michelle Brown 
12 Janice Finnegan 
 Leslie Crytser 

14 Natalie Falls 
16 Brady Uzel 
19 Jordan Brown 
21 Cassie Wells 
24 Tim Smith 
25 Carol Didlake 
26 Kelley Harding 
28 Rachel Barnes 
 Keturah Flood 
30 Kyong Zinkham 
31 John Kennedy 
 George Linville 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC is currently hosting monthly blood drives for the 
Red Cross. There is an extreme need for blood at this 

time. The next drive is on Thursday, January 20 from 1 
pm to 4 pm in the CLC. All blood types are needed and 

are being tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Appointments 
are required. Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register 

or call 1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 
 

 

Future dates are 2/17/22 and 3/24/22. 
 

Revelations Bible Study 
 

The Navigators Sunday school class will begin studying 
the book of Revelations on January 9 and invite all inter-
ested to join them. They have very in-depth class dis-
cussions and anticipate that it will take a good year to 
cover it. January 9 will be an introduction to the book. 

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org

