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Deacons on Call—September 
    

 Bob Kossoff  804-550-1103 
 Monte Evans 804-690-0396 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

I have had several good mentors over my decades of ministry 
and all of them, in one way or another, taught me one basic 
principle about the church – change is slow and difficult. One 
of my dear mentors compared making changes in a church to 
turning around an aircraft carrier in the ocean. “We all know 
that it can be done,” he explained, “but it will always take 
some time.” 
 

Obviously, none of them had ever ministered in a time of a 
global pandemic. It was amazing how quickly things just 
stopped – even the churches, including ours. 
 

Now, we have the interesting challenge to restart this instru-
ment that is not known for its ability to adapt to change. Re-
becca, my Red Rooster Store employee and 16 year-old 
daughter, sent me this comic of different kinds of headaches.  

While this is funny, it is also true. 
 

We are having live worship inside the sanctuary and that is 
going very well. The properties committee have been using 
Servpro to come in and do regular cleanings, plus our normal 
cleaning is still being done on Fridays. We are socially distanc-
ing and wearing masks inside while worshipping. We are av-
eraging around 40 with us in the sanctuary and several are 
still joining online. Thanks to everyone who helped to make 
our online presence possible.  
 

So, we are doing live worship, but virtually everything else is 
still either on hold or being done virtually – one Sunday 
School class uses Zoom, I have an adult Sunday School class 
that also uses Zoom, youth and children’s ministry are using 
our online platform and Zoom to reach out. I am very excited 
that we have been able to provide “spiritual content” and con-
nection for those who wanted it. 
 

Sunday School as a whole and our Wednesday night offerings 
are still on hold. I continue to do a weekly Bible study, online, 
but the other classes, the meal and choir are still unable to 
meet. 
 

Continued at top of next column 

 September Worship 
 

10:30am Worship - INSIDE 
& Live Streaming  

 

Sunday, September 6 
 

Sunday, September 13 
 

Sunday, September 20 - UPDATED 
Quarterly Business Meeting Follows 

 

Sunday, September 27 
 

No Sunday school, nursery 
or children’s activities 

 

All is subject to change 

Continued from prior column 
 

We are taking our next step and we invite you to 
join us. We are relaunching LifeNights (see Jen-
nifer’s article about that in this issue of The En-
voy) on September 13. We will meet for worship 
and then break out into classes. I will teach one 
Bible study in the sanctuary that will be live 
streamed and we hope to have other offerings as 
well as youth/young adult and children’s opportu-
nities. 
 

I am inviting you to come and join us – Sunday 
mornings or evenings – as we get this church re-
started. God is still in control and I believe that 
we must begin to trust in Him and our ability to 
protect ourselves and others. 
 

If I can help you guys in any way, I want to. That 
is what I am here to do. I love you and hope you 
are continuing to live safely in this challenging 
time. 
 

Blessings, 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Church Office Hours  
 

Barring any changes due to COVID, beginning 
Monday, September 14, the church office will 
have official office hours 8:30 am to 4:30 pm,  

Monday through Friday. 
 

The church office is closed on Monday, Sept. 7 
for Labor Day, so drop-off contributions will be  

collected on Tuesday, Sept. 8 instead. 



 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

 

 Key Excerpts from ‘iNTOUCH’ & ‘TURNING POINT’ Devotionals  
 

Does Prayer Influence God?  Review James 5:13-18. 
 
Our heavenly Father chooses to involve the prayers of His children in the outworking of His plan (2 Kings 20:1-
6). But what about a circumstance like a friend’s serious illness? Perhaps you wonder, Why should I pray about 
it if God already knows how the situation will turn out? 
 

When you pray, God works in your heart so that you are in harmony with His will. Prayer lets us in on what He 
is doing. In the event that God calls your friend home, He also prepares you with awareness of His presence—
that way, when you walk through the valley, you have peace. And in some situations, your prayer may be the 
very instrument God plans to use in bringing about a result He desires.  
 

No farmer can control the yield of his crops. He can till the soil and plant the seed in the best way he knows, 
but it is the Lord who causes growth. Of course, God could produce crops without help, but no farmer reaps a 
fantastic harvest sitting at home. In a similar way, the heavenly Father chooses to work through us because He 
is a God of relationship. He wants to involve us in His work, and that includes our prayers.  
 

The Blessing of Perspective 
 

It’s easy to get wrapped up in the rhythms of daily life—jobs, family and social commitments, homes, to-do 
lists, and even time-consuming distractions. We go from one thing to the next, usually focused on earthly de-
mands and pleasures. It can feel like a difficult tension sometimes, to get through each day with appropriate 
attention on godly priorities. 
 

Thankfully, we’re not the first to navigate this, and Scripture offers direction. Paul reminded the Colossians to 
take an eternal perspective, setting their mind on “the things above” (Col. 3:1-2). And just a few verses after 
the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminds us of precisely that: “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21).  
 

Think about it  
•  Consider what it looks like to have an eternal perspective as you go about daily life. How can your job, 
chores, or commute help you focus on “things above,” as Paul encouraged? What else could you include?  
• Contemplate any habits or practices that might help you redirect your attention to God’s promises. You might 

think of worship, prayer, serving others, or fasting. How often do you participate in these things?   
 

Prayer Partner 
 

Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through 
Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 
John 17:11 
 

Who prays for you? If you could choose one person to pray for you continually, who would that person be?  Re-
view John 17:15.  
 

The most faithful Person you could enlist to pray for you is the One who is already doing so. And His prayers for 
you started nearly two thousand years ago. On the night of His arrest and trial, Jesus prayed what is now called 
“The High Priestly Prayer” (John 17). In part, this longest recorded prayer of Jesus is called “High Priestly” be-
cause of His intercessory prayers for those who come to believe in Him. He prayed that God would protect 
them—that is, us—from the power of the devil who was bound to attack. And He continues to pray even today, 
“since He always lives to make intercession for [us]” (Hebrews 7:25). 
 

Be assured—you are being prayed for today by your High Priest and Intercessor, Jesus Christ. 
 

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong, a perfect plea, a great High Priest, whose name is Love, who 
ever lives and pleads for me. --Charitie Lees Bancroft  

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Barbara Gammon 
Buddy/Mary Golding 

Jean Harding 
Sherwood Haskins 

George/Shirley Linville 
Joshua Long 

Page Marriner 
Dot Martin 

Gordon Martin 
David McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Earl Phillips 

Tommy Searles 
Dylan Smith 

Van Summers* 
Margaret Toney 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Contact 
Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) Contact 
Church Office (550-9601). 

Christian Sympathy To: 
 

Cheryl McGhee and family  
in the death of her aunt, Eulah Terry 

 
 

Our former pastor, Bob Lee  
in the death of his father, Robert E Lee III 

Audrey Atkinson 
Claude Aylor 

Maddie Bonner 
Jim Bonner 

Michelle Bonner 
Carol Didlake 

Sandra Edwards 
Charlie Elliott 

 
 

https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=fececa0df9&e=3a35010892
https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=e00ae74ad7&e=3a35010892
https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=e00ae74ad7&e=3a35010892
https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=acb3898b76&e=3a35010892
https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=3986204a35&e=3a35010892


 

 

How Can We Help Our Community? 
 

Have you taken our survey yet? We will keep it open 
for another two weeks or so. Your input is valuable! 
 

Take survey by clicking here. Or visit our website and 
click on “Connect,” and then “How Can We Help?” 

 

We at NHBC strive to serve our community and want 
to provide any resource, help, or support to citizens 
of Hanover County as we are able. This survey is an 
opportunity for you to express your concerns for our 
community, and voice how we may be of help. 

LifeNights 
 

 
Hello Church Family!! Pass 
the word—> LifeNights will 
kick off Sunday, September 
13!  Here is all you need to 
know about LifeNights!   
 

1.  LifeNights will be Sunday 
evenings from 6:00-
7:30pm. From 6:00-6:25, we 
will enjoy some worship time 

and testimonies in the sanctuary. Then we will dismiss 
to our groups/classes. Youth and Young Adults (NHYM 
& Beyond) will go with me, Jennifer Mullins. Children 
will go with Eric Smith. Adults will have some Bible 
study options or later on, as time goes on, they can en-
joy fellowship or waiting in our newly improved foyer 
area. Each group/class will wrap up and dismiss so that 
folks are heading home by 7:30pm.   
 

2.  All classes and groups, besides NHYM/Beyond will 
be limited to 12 people and will be spread out in class-
rooms, with masks, hand sanitizer and all safety pre-
cautions. The youth/young adults will be spread be-
tween the youth rooms and CLC. One adult Bible study 
will be in the sanctuary to allow for a larger group to 
spread safely among the seats and rows that have al-
ready been properly distanced. It, along with the intro 
worship/testimony time will also be live-streamed. As 
we proceed, on-line options will be made available.  
 

3.  If you are an adult who would like to lead a small-
group Bible study or prayer group, we would love to 
have some more options. Please contact the staff ASAP 
if you, or a pair of you, would like to lead a small group 
or class. It could be a men’s or women’s group, it could 
be a book study, or it could be a class of some kind 
such as financial management, parent encouragement, 
health-conscious classes, mental health education, etc. 
We want to have opportunities for our church family 
and also offerings that appeal to the community. Sun-
days will be a special time of growing and sharing life in 
Christ thru discipleship and friendship and worship.   
Again-- all will be done and led with the utmost safety 
precautions. This way, we have something for the 
whole family, for singles, for senior adults, for all - in a 
safe environment. The children will be in their large 
room in their wing; the youth & young adults will be in 
youth room and CLC; one adult class in sanctuary;  and 
hopefully about 2 more small groups spread in class-
rooms spaced out. We can also let folks zoom or call 
in.  
 

4. On the FIRST LifeNight on Sunday, September 13, 
we will have a special picnic shelter and field social dis-
tanced/masked gathering. Everyone is invited to pack 
their own dinner - bring own food and drink. We can 
spread out at tables and on blankets and enjoy dinner 
“together”  and then have outdoor worship and prayer 
time together to kick off our LifeNights followed by an 
intro time with our separate groups. If weather is bad, 
we will simply have our opening time in the sanctuary 
(and eliminate the picnic dinner portion.)  
 

We are fully aware of all that is happening in our world, 
and that everyone has their comfort zones.  This is why 

Continued at top of next column 

Ninth Hour Resumes September 14 
 

Ninth Hour, our on-line gathering for scripture, pray-
er requests and community prayer - following the 
biblical “hour of prayer” that is mentioned throughout 
the Bible, will resume on Mondays and Thursdays 
beginning Monday, September 14 at 3:00 pm. Join us 
on our Facebook group for this special time, which 
we will reassess as we get closer to the holidays. 

Continued from prior column 
 

we are using extra caution and wisdom to work out 
the logistics of these LifeNights. We have researched 
what is working in other places and are abiding by 
every safety rule.  And this will allow us to take good 
steps into igniting and maintain our discipleship and 
community ministry efforts - and will meet a need 
within our church and community while being safe.    
 

We will also work to provide resources that can also 
be used at home - and more on-line possibilities to 
keep us all connected with Christ; connected with one 
another and connected with those beyond our church 
family.   
 

Thank you for praying about these LifeNights!  Thank 
you for passing the word! When we have an event 
online - please share it! Please tell folks about our 
website also! Please pray about leading a small group 
as well!  We can grow in Christ and we can keep 
building His Kingdom - with some creativity, caution 
and as the body of Christ all working together.   
 

Love to all! Rev. Jennifer Mullins 

  

 

Brittney Leu 
Joined 8/2/20 by  

Profession of Faith 
Awaiting Baptism 

Chloe Henretty 
Joined 8/9/20 by  

Statement of Faith 
Awaiting Baptism 

https://newhighland.org/connect/how-can-we-help?fbclid=IwAR1Dbubc2G5PgBFhxLcrrqPqbFj0Gm7Bga0H987qLA2DpnJ9JhbSVq9inGc


 

 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

Our next regularly scheduled business meeting will be 
held in the sanctuary following worship on Sunday, 
September 20 (updated), about 11:45 am. 
 

We typically vote on our slate of committee members, 
Sunday school teachers and other leaders. 

COVID-19 Updates from Compassion International RE: Mohamed 
 

Friends, 
 

As you know, most Compassion centers were forced to suspend programming several months ago as the pan-
demic swept the globe. But even as classrooms sat empty and playgrounds were quiet, the work never really 
stopped. I am amazed every week as I hear stories about Compassion staff and partners ministering to children 
and their families during this crisis. I can tell you with confidence that Mohamed has personally been 
reached out to by a tutor, volunteer or staff member from the Compassion center he attends. 
Someone has prayed for your child's family. If he didn’t have food, groceries were delivered. When there was 
confusion about what to do, someone educated them and gave them masks, soap and hand sanitizer. And if he 
felt scared, comforting words were spoken. Below, you will find an update from the country where Mohamed 
lives.  
Rich Van Eaton, Sponsor and Donor Relations Director, Compassion International  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
The government of Tanzania is not reporting about cases of COVID-19, though it is still testing 
people who are exhibiting symptoms and treating those who test positive. The U.S. Embassy in Tan-
zania warns that, given the presumed ongoing community transmission in Dar es Salaam and other locations, 
the risk of contracting COVID-19 remains high. However, tourists who test negative for COVID-19 are now be-
ing welcomed back into the country. Schools reopened after three months of closure, making Tanzania the first 

country in East Africa to allow students to return to school. Masks and social distancing are no 
longer required. 
 

Group meetings and activities at all Compassion child development centers are on hold, with 
some virtual activities taking place. Partner churches continue to provide medical attention and 
child protection to beneficiaries and families as needed. Staff members have been able to 
distribute 52,380 food packs and 84,566 hygiene kits to families and provide medi-
cal support to 8,394 individuals. Some have been able to conduct home visits, while care-
fully maintaining social distancing, and have conducted simple curriculum lessons over the 
phone. 

Foyer Sponsors Needed 
 

Our renewed foyer, welcome area and community 
space will be such a great ministry area and resource 
for our church and our Day School - once we are able 
to fully open and share together again. We are so 
thankful to all who have generously contributed and 
to those who are prayerfully considering making a 
donation. Chairs are in need of sponsoring at $140 
each. Can’t donate that much? Any amount will help 
cover the expense of our foyer and is greatly appreci-
ated. If you haven’t gotten to see the new foyer yet, 
consider dropping by between 12:30 and 4:30 pm 
beginning Monday, September 14.  

Encouragement Boxes 

 

Let’s love on our college students!   
From September 1 through Sunday, September 20 – in 
the church foyer, there will be “encouragement boxes” 
labeled for our college students who are away at school 
or attending community colleges or on-line colleges. I 
ask everyone to come by anytime that the church is 
open on Sundays or during the week — and feel free to 
drop cards, letters, “words of life” notes into these box-
es to pour love, support and encouragement into these 
students. You may purchase small gifts or include gift 
cards - that is great! Homemade goodies are also great 
as long as they will be fresh when they arrive to the 
student. But the main purpose of these boxes is for 
these students to read our words of love, prayers and 
support. You can write lengthy letters, purchase cards 
or simply write a lot of encouraging words, phrases or 
verses on index cards. Little note paper will also be in-
cluded beside these boxes.  
 

I will also be adding a few extra notes and surprises for 
these students to share with those they have met in 
classes or on campuses.    
 

This is a very difficult time in which to be working on 
college courses and degrees. On-campus students are 
facing extra challenges emotionally and mentally as 
well due to restrictions. Others are having to follow col-
lege paths and plans that are not what they had 
planned due to the virus. So this is an opportunity to 
pour Jesus and love into this very important age group. 
Thank you for helping me with this project.  Again, 
come by anytime and let’s fill these boxes with love. I 
will mail them out the week of September 20.  
 

Jennifer 

New Day School Year Begins 
 

We are so happy to be able to welcome 
students back to The Day School on 
Monday, September 14. We have 
missed our teachers, students and their 
families during this pandemic. Please 
join us in praying for our director, Ka-
ren Hastings, for each teacher, and for 
each student and their families. Preschool will look a 
little different this year, so pray especially for the re-
turning students who will experience a new normal. 



 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Interim Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Karen Hastings, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 
Office Phone: 804-550-9601 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Oct Envoy — Sept 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II:  Aug 2, 2020 Aug 9, 2020 Aug 16, 2020 Aug 23, 2020 

Attendance      

Early Worship  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Sunday School  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Late Worship  42 42 36 42 

      

Budget      

Weekly Need  6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 

Weekly Receipts  10,067.50 5,992.50 6,610.00 2,291.50 

YTD Goal  199,731.78 206,369.90 213,008.02 219,646.14 

YTD Receipts  197,284.30 203,101.80 209,711.80 212,003.30 

      

Designated Gifts  770.00 150.00 275.00 86.00 

August Benevolence Offering 
 

No collection taken, but $230 given 

MCEF Donations for September 
 

Peanut Butter 

Church Council Meeting 
 

September 14 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

September 
 

  Sponsorship of Mohamed (Tanzania) 
 

Mike & Susan Sandridge 
 

Sponsors needed beginning in Dec! 

  

Congratulations! 
  

Arthur Petrey and Emma Hunter 
got married August 8, 2020. 

We celebrate with the two of them! 

 

September Anniversaries 
   

 15 Mike & Leslie Martin 
 18 Bubba & Cheryl Stanley 
 29 Roy & Linda Peay 

 

September Birthdays 

20 Trey Karnes 
23 Steven Yates 
 Matthew Dixon 
25 Wendy DuRocher 
26 Brian Purdy 
 Sunny Breck 
28 Rebecca Tucker 
29 Mary Golding 
30 Bryan Chenault 
 Laurel Petrey 

3 Brian Martin 
5 Audrey Wallace 
9 Ashley Barmer 
10 Zachary Tschantre 
13 Temi Diaz 
 Dylan Smith 
 Merry Grimmett 
15 Rachel Crytser 
18 Bucky Wickham 
 Cory Peay 
19 Luke Harnden 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC will be hosting another blood drive for the Red 
Cross on Tuesday, September 29 from 1 pm to 6 pm in 
the CLC. All blood is needed and is being tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies. But convalescent plasma from 
individuals who have had COVID is in high demand. 
 

Appointments are required. Go to 
www.redcrossblood.org and put in “23116” as the zip 
code and September 29 as the date, or call 
1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767). 
 

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org

