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Deacons on Call—August 
    

 Mike Sandridge 804-537-5170 
 Monte Evans 804-690-0396 

 August Worship 
 

9:15 am Sunday School  
10:30 am Worship (unless noted otherwise) 

 

Sunday, August 1 
Communion 

 

Sunday, August 8 
 

Sunday, August 15 
 

Sunday, August 22 
 

Sunday, August 29 
 

SUMMER NIGHTS OF WORSHIP 
7:00 - 8:00 pm at Picnic Shelter 

Sundays, August 8, 15 & 22 
Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, and come en-
joy some fellowship and worship God togeth-
er! Invite friends and neighbors! Worship will 
be led by our music ministry. There will also be 
a devotional time and prayer! These are special 
evenings for the whole church family! Pass the 
word! (If there is bad weather, we will come 
inside and the worship will go on!)  

Dear NHBC Family 
 

Summer is zooming by! I am writing this in the middle of our 
VBS and it has been a great success so far. We have over 90 
children on the first day and numbers went up on Tuesday. 
Not everyone who registered online has made an appearance, 
yet, but it has been great to provide a tie of Bible learning 
and fun to the children of our community. On top of the 90+ 
participants, I want to thank the more than 40 volunteers we 
have had over the first two days. VBS cannot take place with-
out you. 

The staff has put plans down for the second half of the year. 
We are looking to have some outdoor worship, a concert and 
a family day as we move into fall. We will keep you updated 
as we finalize dates and times. It seemed that the underlying 
theme of the staff in our planning meeting was “encouraging 
outreach.”  

I am not a social scientist. I can’t tell you for sure what is 
happening in our world as we attempt to do things more fully 
than in the recent past. One of the things we discussed at 
some length was making sure the community knows that we 
are here and that we want to meet their needs. In order to 
do this, we must have all spiritually able bodies doing their 
part. If you have breath, you have a role in His Kingdom. If 
you have an idea, we want to hear it. 

I also want to take an unofficial poll. I mentioned last Christ-
mas that it was the tradition of my hometown church to have 
a service that began at 11:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve that 
would end just after midnight. We could officially say that we, 
as a church, welcomed Christmas together. I loved the spe-
cial night and that was the only Christmas Eve tradition I 
knew growing up. Some people told me that they thought a 
late-night service would be appealing to them. Currently, we 
have only one Christmas Eve service planned which begins at 
4:00 p.m. which is exactly like last year. If you would be in-
terested in a special late service on Christmas Eve, be sure to 
mention it to me or give me a call. I am game and both Matt 
and Eric said they loved the idea – so the staff is willing. 

Blessings, 

Called Business Meeting 
 

Called by Church Council for Sunday, August 1 
following worship, at approximately 11:45 am. 
 

Business is a motion from bylaws for Church 
committees and positions to be filled in the up-
coming year: “Due to the continuing repercus-
sions for the coronavirus pandemic, the re-
quirement to rotate volunteers off of commit-
tees should be suspended through the end of 
next year (2022), as the Bylaws are being re-
vised and several committees will combine or 
become ministry teams. 
 

Nominations should seek to ensure that the fol-
lowing critical committees have sufficient mem-
bers to operate: Personnel, Stewardship, Prop-
erties, Day School, Bylaws, Benevolence, Mis-
sions, Tellers, and Nominating. 
 

The Deacons and Deaconess will identify candi-
dates to Nominating. 
Nominating committee should also ensure the  

following Church Officer positions are 
filled:  Moderator, Financial  Administrative As-
sistant, Clerk, Treasurer, Trustees, Sunday 
School Director, Librarian, Dover and BGAV 
messengers.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Ninth Hour Prayer Time 
  

The church sanctuary will be open from 3:00 - 4:00 pm on 
days the church office is open, Mondays thru Thursdays dur-
ing the summer, for prayer. You may come and pray for a 
few minutes or the full hour, whichever day or days you wish. 
If you cannot come to the sanctuary, we urge everyone to 
pray during that time wherever you may be. 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

We meet Wednesdays at 10 am, in the sanctuary. We are 
studying the gospels. Page plays hymns, and we also live 
stream the study on our website. 



 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

 

Using Prayer to Eliminate Hindrances & Enhance Your  
Relationship with Almighty God 

 

Reflection: Hindrances for Prayer Use in a Person’s Life 
 

An excerpt from ‘COMEBACK’ By Dick Francis describes one experience from 
the viewpoint of the novel’s main character during an off-hour, brief visit to a 
tiny ancient church. 

 
Well, the above situation was just some words in a fiction novel. However, in 
today’s world people experience real time situations during a life-long rela-
tionship with Almighty God; whether they realize their responsibility to God, 
or not. 
 

Dr. Charles F. Stanley offers some insights about hindrances, which impede 
a healthy relationship with Almighty God. Dr. Stanley also offers pertinent, 
respective scripture, and prayer guides. 
 

 For July 2021 – The Hindrance of Unbelief, The Hindrance of Un-
 worthiness, and The Hindrance of Busyness 
 

 For August 2021 - The Hindrance of Bitterness, The Hindrance of 
 Harbored Sin, and What Really Matters  
    

The Hindrance of Bitterness 
 

Scripture:  Lord, deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; because Your 
lovingkindness is good, deliver me.  Psalm 109:21 

 

Commentary:  Do you have unhealed resentment toward God?  Do you 
ever think to yourself, ‘These horrible things happened to me, but where was 
God?  Why didn’t He protect me\?  When you experience difficult trials, deep 
roots of fear and bitterness can take hold that you mistakenly attribute to 
Him.  Consequently, your God-directed anger can become one to the great-
est hindrances to you knowing His will.  He may speak to you out of love and 
kindness, but if unforgiveness rules your heart, you’ll find it difficult to be-
lieve what He says. 
But friend, your God is not cruel toward you.  He is loving, kind, sacrificial 
and wise.  Yes, He may have allowed painful circumstances to touch your 
life, but He didn’t necessarily cause them, and He certainly did not intend 
evil.  Likewise, He wouldn’t have permitted the trial to affect you if there 
were no benefit in it for you Therefore soften your heart toward Him and 
allow Him to speak to you.  Your God wants to heal you with His loving-
kindness.  Don’t turn Him away.  Rather, invite Him to bring light to the 
darkened places. 
 

Prayer:  Jesus, please root out my anger.  I know You are loving and kind 
to me.  Amen 
 

The Hindrance of Harbored Sin 
 

Scripture:  Our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with.  Romans 6:6 

 

Commentary:   Do you realize that harbored sin is one to the greatest hin-
drances to hearing the voice of God?  Don’t just dismiss that as something 
you know.  Take it seriously.  Habitual sin clouds your mind—dulling you 
from hearing what God has to say to you.   
Of course, we all sin and fight battles with temptation.  However, there 
comes a point when we pass from committing a sin to harboring it—
embracing it as part of who we are and what we’re entitled to.  This happens 
as God addresses something in our lives and we ignore Him. He  
tells us, this is hurting you.  But I want to set you free and truly meet that 
need in your life.  Let go of this destructive habit.  You know exactly what 
that is because it immediately come to mind. But you’ve become enslaved to 

 

(continued at top of next column) 

 

Prayer now, I supposed, was what was really called for, but I had lost the 
habit and seldom felt the need.  If there were spiritual sustenance within 
those walls, for me it lay in timelessness and silence which couldn’t be 
achieved in the ten minutes. 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Barbara Aylor 
Maddie Bonner 
Tom Coppedge 
Carol Didlake 
Linda Edwards 
Buddy Golding 
Jean Harding 

George Linville 
 

Dot Martin 
Gordon Martin 
Cheryl McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Gloria Pierce 
Fred Small 

Dylan Smith 
Tim Smith 

Margaret Toney 
 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Contact 
Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) Contact 
Church Office (550-9601). 

(continued from previous column) 
 

it—you refuse to let it go. 
That harbored sin is clouding your vision, dividing 
your mind, and distracting from the abundant life 
your Father desires for you.  He has better for 
you.  So let go of that sin, get the accountability 
and help that will usher you into freedom, and 
trust God to fill your needs in a more profoundly 
satisfying way than you’ve ever imagined. 
 

Prayer:  Jesu, I repent.  Help Me to be free.  
Amen. 
 

What Really Matters 
 

Scripture:  “I want you to show love, not offer 
sacrifices.  I want you to know me more than I 
want burnt offerings.”  Hosea 6:6 NLT 
 

Commentary:  In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus went to 
visit a family He loved—Lazarus, Mary, and Mar-
tha.  When He arrived at their house, Mary 
stopped everything she was doing so she could 
learn from Him.  Martha however, was distracted 
by all that was still to be done, so she kept work-
ing.  She also felt slighted that Mary wasn’t help-
ing with the chores. 
In a culture that valued hospitality s theirs did, 
Martha’s reaction was understandable.  She want-
ed her home to be a comfortable and welcoming 
to Jesu as possible out of respect for Him.  How-
ever, when Marth complained about Mary, Jesus 
replied, “Martha you are worried and bothered 
about so many things; but only one thing is nec-
essary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which 
shall not be take away from her” (Luke10:41-42). 
From their story, we learn that God’s expectations 
for us may be very different form the ones we 
have for ourselves.  Yes, He wants us to serve 
Him.  But His even greater desire for us is that we 
spend time with Him because He knows that our 
effective service flows from our moments of pro-
found, intimate communion with Him. 
 

Prayer:  Jesus, I set my heart on You.  Speak to 
me, help me love You more, and lead me to serve 
as You desire.  Amen 



 

 

Christian Sympathy to Families of: 
 

Carol Evers in the death of her cousin,  
Audrey Hatem 

 

Susan Sandridge in the death of her uncle,  
Dick Williams 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

Our men meet for breakfast 
on the second Tuesday of 
each month at Cold Harbor 
Restaurant on Mechanicsville 
Turnpike at 7:15 am. 

 

Sponsor Mohamed 
 

Mohamed is the Tanzanian 17-year-old that we 
sponsor through Compassion International, and 
have since October 2009. The cost is $38 for a 
month of sponsorship. Sponsors are needed 
beginning in October. Contact Kristi in the of-
fice to bless Mohamed with your support.  

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Vacation Bible school was a success and wouldn’t have been 
without our volunteers and donors. We had over 115 chil-
dren! More than 40 people gave of their time and energies to 
minister to the children, some of whom don’t even attend 
here, and we thank all of you.  
 
The children also competed, boys against girls, to bring in 
donations for Moments of Hope Homeless Ministry. The boys 
edged out the girls, but the true winners are the homeless, as 
$574 was raised! 
 
Here are some images from the week: 
 
 

 Tithes and Offerings 
 

There are many ways to give your tithes and 
offerings at New Highland. You may give during 
worship, online at https://onrealm.org/NHBC/
Give, by mail (the mail is retrieved from the 
mailbox every day), with your bank’s bill pay 
program, by signing up for eGiving with Kristi in 
the church office, or by dropping off your offer-
ings during office hours. 

More VBS Photos 
  

 

Church Office Closed 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
September 6 for the Labor Day Holiday. The 
sanctuary will not be open for Ninth Hour that 
day. 

 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday school meets at 9:15 am on Sundays 
for all ages. Online Sunday school is also avail-
able. It can be accessed at this link: 
www.newhighland.org/connect/online-sunday-
school 

mailto:office@newhighland.org?subject=Sponsor%20Mohamed
https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give
https://onrealm.org/NHBC/Give
http://www.newhighland.org/connect/online-sunday-school
http://www.newhighland.org/connect/online-sunday-school


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

The Day School Director - Position is Open 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
Hours: M-Th 8:30am-4:30pm, F 8:30am-12:00pm 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Sept Envoy — Aug 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II: Jun 27, 2021 July 4, 2021 July 11, 2021 July 18, 2021 July 25, 2021 

Attendance      

SUNDAY SCHOOL 35 32 32 35 42 

WORSHIP      

Online # of Households 24 30 34 26 n/a 

In-Person (10:30 am) 63 57 55 57 74 

Budget      

Weekly Need 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 

Weekly Receipts 4,479.50 9,271.00 4,223.10 4,608.50 2,208.00 

YTD Goal 167,778.26 174,231.27 180,684.28 187,137.29 193,590.30 

YTD Receipts 138,272.59 147,623.59 151,846.69 156,455.19 158,663.19 

      

Designated Gifts 290.00 445.79 1,100.21 581.00 400.00 

July Benevolence Offerings 
 

$550.00 

MCEF Donations for August 
 

Canned Meats 

Church Council Meeting 
 

August 9 @ 6:30 pm 

Compassion International 
 

August 
Sponsorship of Mohamed 

(Tanzania) 
 

Kay Fields 

August Anniversaries 
  
 

 2 Richard & Rebecca Bryant 
 3 Dave & Linda Edwards 
 8 Claude & Barbara Aylor 
  Arthur & Emma Petrey 
 10 Ed & Wendy DuRocher 
  Tim & Darlene Rush 
  Jim & Michelle Bonner 
 22 Nelson & Angela Eby 
 30 Warren & Judy Timberlake 

August Birthdays 

1 Daryl Callahan 
 Jan Mills 
 Linda Peay 
2 Madison DuRocher 
3 Carol Evers 
4 Holly Flood 
 Nicholas Flood 
5 Alex Lumpkin 
8 Mike Sandridge 
9 Donna Martin 
13 Donnie Garstang 
 Lynn Bivens 
 Gale Kulp 
14 Brenda McAleese 
16 Emily Dixon 

17 Cambre Uzel 
18 Elizabeth Fitzgerald 
21 Harold Elliotte 
 Roy Peay 
 David Winters 
22 Tim Rush 
23 Kristi Garstang 
 Will Smith 
26 Gloria Pierce 
27 Allison Stanley 
 Daniel McAleese 
29 Colby Uzel 
 Emma Petrey 
30 Nelson Eby 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC is hosting monthly blood drives for the Red Cross. 
The next drive is on Wednesday, August 23 from 11 am 
to 4 pm in the CLC. All blood types are needed and are 
being tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Appointments are  

required. Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or 
call 1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 

 

Future dates are 10/8 and 12/21. 

Friday Night Lives! 
 

Friday Night Lives will resume in September. 

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
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