
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Envoy 

June 2021 

VOL. 17  NO. 6 

 

Deacons on Call—June 
    

 Gordon Martin 804-550-3196 
 Tim Smith 804-337-2865 

 June Worship 
 

10:30 am Worship, unless noted otherwise 

 
Sunday, June 6 

Graduate Sunday - Outdoors 
 

Sunday, June 13 
Communion 

 

Sunday, June 20 
 

Sunday, June 27 
 

SUMMER NIGHTS OF WORSHIP 
7:00 pm 

 

Sundays, June 13, June 20, June 27 
More info inside in “News From Jennifer“ 

Continued from previous column 

I understand the reason they do those things – 
they want to win, but wouldn’t it be better if 
they used that “we have to do it now” attitude 
the whole game? If they played like the game 
depended on every play, would that make a 
difference? 

I hope that all of us, as a church, and all of the 
Christian community as a whole, are willing to 
pull out all the stops to reach the world for Je-
sus now that it is more possible again. There is 
no time to waste. The clock is ticking and there 
are people who need Jesus today. We are 
called to find them and share our Savior with 
them so they can enjoy Heaven as well. 

Don’t hold back! 

Blessings, 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 6 at 9:15 am - Classes for all ages! 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

It is my sincere prayer that all of you are doing well as the 
weather warms. I have a difficult time believing that this is 
the month for graduation again!  

Since I mentioned it already, we will attempt to have an out-
door worship service on June 6 in which we will recognize our 
graduates. We anticipate 6-11 participants, many of them 
very active in the life of our church. That is also the day we 
bring Sunday School back to our church. Sunday School will 
begin at 9:15 each week and we are working to have classes 
for all ages. 

We have other summer plans as well and we will outline them 
as we get closer. Some of the plans include children’s events, 
youth events and Sunday night outdoor activities as well. 

I want to make sure that I welcome Matt White and his beau-
tiful wife Michele as full members of our church. Matt is no 
longer the “interim” worship leader, but our fully vested part-
time member of our staff. I am excited about the good things 
happening in the music ministry. 

Most of the ministries of our church are relaunching or have 
already restarted.  

*The women’s group, Ladies In Faith Together (LIFT), had a 
great first event in May thanks to lots of hard work by several 
excited ladies.  

*Our missions group is active again and helping a ministry 
that feeds the homeless and hungry in our area.  

*The youth are speeding things up, they never actually fully 
stopped, and they have unique ideas to reach others.  

*The children’s ministry has had several successful Friday 
Night Lives and Eric is ready for a busy summer. 

*Following the “Lasting Impact” study, a strong group of 
leaders are helping guide our church into the future. You are 
welcome to be a part of that process. 

One of the questions that I have gotten a lot over the years is 
– when do you think Jesus will come back? Will it be during 
our lifetime? My answer has often frustrated people who 
think those of us in ministry have secret answers. I say the 
same thing every time – “I have no idea when Jesus will re-
turn, but I know that every minute that passes gets us that 
much closer. We are closer today than we were yesterday.” 

Because of that, we have no time to spare. All of us should 
find a way to share His love right now, because we have no 
idea if tomorrow will ever come.  

Toward the end of football games teams will do unusual 
things to try to score or keep the other team from scoring. 
Teams that have the ball and are losing do drastic things to 
score – sometimes it works. If a team does not have the ball 
and needs to take it from the other team to have a chance to 
win they send everyone toward the ball.  
 

Continued in next column 



 

 

Christian Sympathy  
To the Families of: 

 

Linda Searles in the death of her husband,  
Tommy Searles 

 

Jaime Harnden in the death of her father,  
Tommy Searles 

 

Helen Robinson in the death of her son,  
Neil Robinson 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

Excerpts from Devotionals by Dr. Charles Stanley & Rick Astle 
 

Inheriting God’s Promises & Handling ‘Temptation’   
 
Within the Prayer Thoughts for January through April, a focus was 
made about praying God’s Promises. This article helps you focus 
on the inheriting of God’s Promises and what Jesus advises us in 
embracing temptation. 

Paul encourages us about diligence and inheriting God’s promises 
in Hebrews 5:11-12.  

When you read your Bible, you will recognize that God made 
many promises because He loves to bless His children. But that 
doesn’t mean such blessings automatically belong to us. How can 
we claim His promises and petition Him with confidence? To test 
the needs, we bring to the Lord, here are several questions to ask 
ourselves:  

 When I request that God keep this promise, do I ask with a 
spirit of submission?  

 Can God perform this request without harming another per-
son or interfering with His will in someone else’s life? 

 Does the Holy Spirit bear witness to my spirit that God is 
pleased with my petition?  

 Will God be honored by fulfilling this promise?  

 Does my request contradict the Word of God in some way? 

 If the Lord fulfills this promise, will it serve to further my 
spiritual growth? 

Once we have answered these questions, inheriting God’s promis-
es depends upon three things.  

First, we need faith. Our Father wants to reward those who trust 
Him (Gen. 15:6; Heb. 11:6).  

Second, we must be obedient to God’s will for us—we won’t attain 
His best when we knowingly disobey.  

And third, we need patience to wait for His perfect timing. God’s 
promises are worth the wait, considering the blessings He longs to 
give us. 

Jesus coaches his disciples,  “Watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” (Matthew 26:41) 

Temptation is coming, so watch and pray for the beginning of it, 
says Jesus to His disciples at Gethsemane. We must not “enter 
into” anything that we have reason to believe, or suspect may 
soon become, temptation to sin. We must be knowledgeable of 
how a thing becomes temptation, “watch” for those signs, and 
“pray” for readiness and divine strength to overcome. Unfortu-
nately, the disciples did not follow the Lord’s instructions on this 
occasion, and the consequences of their disobedience are well 
documented in God’s Word. 

The subject of temptation affects every true Christian every day. 
John Bunyan described the Christian life as a journey through a 
very dangerous country. Augustine said that a saint’s whole life is 
temptation. Today we consider a very important truth we must 
remember concerning how we “enter into” temptation, and it is 
this: Whoever runs the mind runs the show! 
 

Continued in next column 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Barbara Aylor 
Maddie Bonner 

Tom Coppedge* 
Carol Didlake 

Linda Edwards 
Buddy Golding 
Jean Harding 

George Linville 

Dot Martin 
Gordon Martin 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Robin Parrett 
Gloria Pierce 

Lee Ann Purvis 
Dylan Smith 

Margaret Toney 
 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Con-
tact Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) 
Contact Church Office (550-9601). 

           In Memoriam 
 

            Tommy Searles 
            February 17, 1942 - May 18, 2021 

            United with NHBC 
            March 26, 1978 

Continued from previous column 

In the Old World, the gates to the cities 
had “keepers” who would open or close 
the doors depending upon who was seek-
ing admission. We must call upon the Holy 
Spirit to “be the gatekeeper at the door to 
our minds. He will then guard against the 
evil guest seeking entry. It is easy to un-
derstand why Satan makes the mind his 
primary target. In wartime, one of the first 
targets that comes under attack is the 
“communications center.” The purpose of 
attacking that location is to create confu-
sion. 

From a spiritual warfare perspective, your 
mind is “communications headquarters.” 
The Apostle Paul said that we are to bring 
“every thought into captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Paul’s 
use of the military term, “captivity,” further 
underscores the truth that wrestling with 
temptation is a war that is taking place in 
the mind. 

The more satisfied we are with Jesus, the 
easier it is to reject the devil and his offers. 
Satisfaction with God is “basic training;” it 
is one of the conditions we must meet in 
order to be holy. Someone once said, “God 
is most glorified in us when we are most 
satisfied in Him.” 

Watch and pray right now. 

https://intouch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc92245755b49b0fd033acd1c&id=de8fd4f770&e=3a35010892


 

 

Friday Night Live 
 

The final Friday Night Live until the fall. It is the end 
of year celebration from 5-8pm for potty trained pre k 
through 5th grade. There will be food, bounce house, 
worship, and crafts.   

News from Jennifer 
 

Sunday, June 6: Graduate Sunday 
This will be an exciting day in the life of our 
church!  First, we will relaunch Sunday School at 
9:15am and we are excited about this! Then our 10:30 
am service will be a wonderful outdoor worship time 
with a special recognition of our graduates, the class of 
2021.   
During the worship time, our graduates will process in 
cap and gown and then each will be recognized and 
honored.  We will hear from some of our grads and 
have the opportunity to pray over them and show our 
love and support for them at this important milestone 
in their lives.   
Please come and help us fill our Sunday School anew 
with excitement and then help us celebrate the resilient 
and strong class of 2021! 
 

SUMMER NIGHTS of WORSHIP!  
Sundays, June 13th, 20th, 27th at 7:00pm 
Outdoor worship gathering!  
Bring chairs and blankets to sit on. 
(Optional: bug spray) 
We will enjoy coming together in the love of Christ! We 
will share in prayer and God’s Word. Primarily though, 
these will be nights of worship led by our young adult 
worship band, “Without Excuse!”  
These will be a wonderful time for our church and com-
munity as we praise God’s name together!  
Pass the word! Come on out and join us! 
(In the event of bad weather, we will go inside— but 
worship will go on!) 
 

“THRIVE!” Youth & Young Adult Week - July 5-9 
>>For Who? 
Students in completed 6th-12th grades & young adults 
aged 18-28 
>>What is it? 
A week of fun, community-building, Bible study and 
worship - based on Jeremiah 17:7-8, Psalm 1 and John 
10:10 -  learning how to thrive in Christ! 
>>When?   
Monday, July 5- Friday, July 9 
Monday - Thursday - 4:30 - 8:30pm each night with 
games, food, Bible study, fun group time and wor-
ship! There will be optional afterglow activities on Tues-
day and Wednesday ‘til 10:30pm, including one game 
night and one movie night.  
On Friday, July 9 - we will meet from 10:00am - 
1:00pm for a prayer walk, final worship & wrap up, and 
we will enjoy lunch together. (Everyone packs their 
lunch.) 
TBA- possible outreach project during the week and 
one night we will have a food truck! 
>> Where? 
New Highland Baptist Church 
>>Why this event?  
To encourage youth and young adults in Christian faith; 
to help them “know Jesus and to make Him known”; to 
build community and have a fun time together thru 
small groups, activities, worship and friendship! 
>> How do I sign up?  
This event is free, but the sign-up deadline is Sunday, 
June 27th so we can have an idea of how much food to 
prepare and how many packets to make.  Please let  

 

Continued in next column 

Continued from previous column 
 

Jennifer Mullins know (revjcm121@gmail.com) - by or 
before June 27th if you or any youth or young adult 
or friend plans to participate.  
However... students, friends, guests can still come 
even if they don’t sign up. We are simply trying to get 
a baseline starting number to prepare. Folks can con-
tinue to invite friends and are welcome at anytime 
that week.  
An info card will be filled out by all who attend on 
their first night, so we can follow up with everyone.  
 

Though free, financial donations or donations of 
items to help with supplies and snacks are welcome. 
If there are any groups, Sunday School classes, or 
families that wish to provide one of the dinners, let 
Jennifer know.  
We will also need to borrow a volleyball net and ball 
(along with set up help), corn hole sets, and outdoor 
game sets of any kind to use each evening. Thank 
you to anyone who can help with these things.  
All Bible study small groups during the week will be 
divided by, and relevant to, each age group from 
tweens to teens to young adults.  
 

Any adult who would like to assist with this event, 
please email Jennifer Mullins by or before June 13th 
at revjcm121@gmail.com.  
Thank you all for praying over this event and all who 
will be involved! 
 

Love to all, 
Rev. Jennifer Mullins 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 19th-23rd - Rocky Railway VBS from 9am-12pm. 
Sign ups are open for pre-K through 6th grade and 
volunteers are still very needed! Contact Eric Smith. 

mailto:revjcm121@gmail.com
mailto:revjcm121@gmail.com


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

The Day School Director - Position is Open 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
Hours: M-Th 8:30am-4:30pm, F 8:30am-12:00pm 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Jul Envoy — June 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II:  May 2, 2021 May 9, 2021 May 16, 2021 May 23, 2021 

Attendance      

WORSHIP      

Online # of Households  55 43 29 52 

In-Person (10:30 am)  69 83 80 53 

      

Budget      

Weekly Need  6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 

Weekly Receipts  10,132.60 4,154.00 5,220.50 2,171.00 

YTD Goal  116,154.18 122,607.19 129,060.20 135,513.21 

YTD Receipts  94,356.39 98,510.39 103,730.89 105,901.89 

      

Designated Gifts  75.00 145.00 70.00 187.95 

May Benevolence Offerings 
 

$200.00 

MCEF Donations for June 
 

Peanut Butter 

Church Council Meeting 
 

June 14 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
June 

Sponsorship of Mohamed 
(Tanzania) 

Carolyn Whitley 

June Anniversaries 
   

 10 David & Cheryl McGhee 
 12 Frank & Kimberly Karnes 
 14 Bob & Ginger Kossoff 
  Jeff & Kim Fitzgerald 
 18 Kevin & Jaime Harnden 
  Dick & Betty Cousins 
  Tim & Staci Smith 
 21 Daryl & Robin Callahan 
  Stephen & Sunny Breck 
 23 Will & Pamela Smith 

June Birthdays 

1 Brenda Johnson 
4 Taylor Smith 
5 Audrey Atkinson 
 Gordon Liverpool 
 Chris Hall 
 Ed Williams 
7 David McGhee 
9 Tyler Peay 
 Dick Cousins 
12 Robin Parrett 

14 Lee Ann Purvis 
15 Leslie Wells 
 Sara Blose 
18 Helen Yates 
19 Lexi Martin 
 Cameron Woods 
21 John Dunning 
26 Chris Whitley 
27 Ruth Harlow 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC is hosting monthly blood drives for the Red Cross. 
The next drive is on Tuesday, June 23 from 11 am to 4 

pm in the CLC. All blood types are needed and are being 
tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Appointments are  

required. Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or 
call 1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 

 

Future dates are 7/26 and 8/23. 

Church Office Summer Hours 
 

Beginning June 14, the church office is open Monday 
through Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. On Fridays 
we close at noon. 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

Sunday, July 27 following worship, about 11:45 am 

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
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