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Deacons on Call—February 
    

 Eric Bivens  804-986-0867 
 Ed Williams 804-514-5916 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

 

It is easy to get frustrated when you don’t get your way. Hav-
ing raised three children, I know there were times that they 
thought they really wanted something until it actually hap-
pened. They didn’t know we were trying to protect them. 

Joshua has always been curious. He liked to “play” with tools, 
especially the tools he wasn’t supposed to touch. He would 
get frustrated as a little one when we would take a hammer 
or screwdriver out of his hand. In his mind, he wanted to 
work.  

One day, when we were living in a temporary house in North 
Myrtle Beach, Joshua found a screwdriver and was looking for 
places to use it. What he found, before we could take it away 
from him, was an electrical outlet. He inserted the flat screw-
driver into the outlet, it made contact with active electricity 
which let out a shock, a pretty loud pop and a little bit of 
smoke. None of that was in Joshua’s plan and it scared him. I 
ran to him and scooped him up into my arms to see if he was 
okay - he was three or so at the time. Although he could not 
put the words together in his shock, his eyes were pleading 
with me asking why I let that happen to him. 

I think I am seeing some of that in the situation of our world 
today. The reality of what is happening is just sinking in for 
some people. I don’t know why it has taken them so long, but 
the sad reality of what we are going through is now becoming 
more real. Now that they have seen the results of being in 
shutdown and quarantine, they are not happy with the way 
things are. 

God, however, is still in Heaven and He is still in control. He 
wants to provide us with comfort and help through these 
challenging times, but we have to put our full trust in Him. He 
knows what He is doing and regardless of how enlightened, 
or woke (using a modern term), we may be, we are not in 
control and we need to let go and trust God. He knows what 
He is doing – that’s all that matters. 

Be strong and courageous. 

Blessings, 

 February Worship 
 

10:30am Worship - INSIDE 
& Live Streaming on our website 

 

Sunday, February 7 
Communion 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

Sunday, February 14 
 

Sunday Evening, February 14 
Special Night of Worship at 6:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday Worship at 6:30 pm 

 

Sunday, February 21 
 

Sunday, February 28 
Vision Sunday 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

We meet Wednesdays at 10 am, in the sanctuary, 
socially distanced. We are studying the gospels. 
Page plays hymns, and we also live stream the 
study on our website. 

11th Annual Souper Bowl Competition 
  

The men and women are facing off once again!  
Through February 6, bring in cans of soup to “get 
in the game” and see who will win the SOUPer 
Bowl prize this year, which will be awarded on 
Sunday, February 7 during worship. But really, 
the winners are those who will have a meal be-
cause of your generosity. Bins are in the foyer. 
Not attending worship in person yet. 
Drop cans by during office hours. As 
always, call first to be sure someone 
is here. This project benefits Mechan-
icsville Churches Emergency Func-
tions (MCEF).   

 

Vision Weekend 
  

You are invited to be a part of Vision 
Day, Saturday, February 27 (NOTE DATE 
& TIME CHANGE!) from 10:00am-
1:00pm.  During this time, we will talk 
about how to be the church of 2021, 
learn about church growth ideas, and 
come together in prayer, unity and vision
-casting. Then on that Sunday, February 
28, we will have a special “Vision Sun-
day” as we ask God to guide us forward! 

 

Lasting Impact 
 

Beginning Sunday, February 28, before LifeNights 
from 5:30-6:30pm, we will have a churchwide 
time focused on church growth. We want to 
move forward with renewed energy and fresh 
ideas based on a book called “Lasting Impact.” 
This will be for five consecutive weeks through 
Sunday, March 28th. Youth and older are encour-
aged to join us. 



 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

(Segments from various Sarah Young’s,  
David Jeremiah’s, & Charles Stanley’s Devotional Readings) 

 
Are you Feeling Drained?—Part 1  

(Continued March-May 2021) 
 

The Bible is packed with powerful, life-transforming promises. God 
has given us this vault of infinite riches to be an instruction book for 
life. Why, then, do we often feel drained and powerless? 

 
Read and meditate on the following scripture passages: 
 

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salva-
tion. —Psalm 13:5 
 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord 
lack no good thing. —Psalm 34:10 
 
Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. —Ephesians 5:20 
 
Draining Conditions: 

• If you do what comes naturally in the face of difficulties, you 
may fall prey to negativism.  

• Even a few complaints can set you on a path that is a downward 
spiral by darkening your perspective and mind-set.  

• With this attitude controlling you, complaints flow more and 
more readily from your mouth.  

• Each one moves you steadily down the slippery spiral.  
• The lower you go, the faster you slide; but it is still possible to 

apply brakes.  
 

Take Action: 
 When many things seem to be going wrong, Jesus says—trust 

Me.  
 When your life feels increasingly out of control, Jesus says thank 

Me.  
 Note: These are supernatural responses, with which they can lift 

you above your circumstances.  
 

Cry out to Jesus in His Name!  
 Affirm your trust in Jesus, regardless of how you feel.  
 Thank Jesus for everything, though this seems unnatural—even 

irrational.  
 

Gradually you will begin to ascend, recovering your lost ground. 
When you are back on ground level, you can face your circumstances 
from a humble perspective. If you choose supernatural responses this 
time—trusting and thanking Jesus—you will experience Jesus’ unfath-
omable Peace. 
 

Pray When You Feel Drained and Powerless 
 

The Bible is packed with powerful, life-transforming promises. God 
has given us this vault of infinite riches to be an instruction book for 
life. Why, then, do we often feel drained and powerless?  
 

Should you feel uncomfortable about launching into prayer,  Jesus 
offers you both a guideline and a model to follow.  Consider Jesus’s 
advice, which begins with Matthew 6:6 and continues through Mat-
thew 6:13:   
 

But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Claude Aylor 
Maddie Bonner 
Tom Coppedge 
Carol Didlake 

Sandra Edwards 
Charlie Elliott 

Barbara Gammon 
Buddy Golding 
Jean Harding 

George/Shirley Linville 
Dot Martin 

Gordon Martin 
David McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Earl Phillips 

Tommy Searles 
Dylan Smith 

Margaret Toney 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Con-
tact Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) 
Contact Church Office (550-9601). 

your door, pray to your Father who is in the 
secret place; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly. And when you 
pray, do not use vain repetitions as the hea-
then do. For they think that they will be 
heard for their many words. Therefore, do 
not be like them. For your Father knows the 
things you have need of before you ask Him.  
In this manner, therefore, pray: 
 

Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be Your 
name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our 
debtors. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Imagine a house on a pretty lot, surrounded 
by shrubs and flowers. A state-of-the-art 
power plant stands next door. That plant can 
produce enough energy to power the entire 
city, but the family inside the house will live 
in darkness until their home is connected to 
the plant by electrical wires. Before power 
can be transmitted to the house, a connec-
tion must be made between the power sta-
tion and the house. 
 

God’s promises are the electrical wires that 
conduct His power into our lives. Through 
His promises, we receive the power we need 
to stand against sin and live abundantly.  
 

Second Peter 1:2-4 says, 
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord, as His divine power has given to us 
all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him who called 
us by glory and virtue, by which have been 
given to us exceedingly great and precious 
promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature, having es-
caped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 
 

More about God’s Promises  will be shared 
within the Prayer Thoughts for March 
through May 2021. 



 

 

Congratulations 
     

   Matthew White and Michelle  
   Frate were married on  
   Saturday, January 9, 2021. 

 
Eric Smith completed all the requirements for the 
BGAV Ministry Equipping Network Certificate in  
Children’s Ministry. During his course of study he 
completed four Core Courses, providing him with 
foundational principles for teaching and understand-
ing ministry in the local church for all those in the 
family of God. He also completed four Children’s  
Ministry courses, designed to provide practical models 
and approaches to help him minister effectively to 
children in the local church.  

LifeNights 
 

LifeNights resume on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 21 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm. (Note 
that the youth and young adults 
have a special event from 6 - 8:30 
pm.) This is for all ages, socially dis-
tanced. We hope you will join us. 

Christian Sympathy To: 
 

Joan Purdy and family in the death of  
her father, Robert (Bob) Joseph Loth 

 

Marvin Mills and family in the death of  
his aunt, Dot 

 

Heather Uzel and family in the death of  
her brother-in-law, JC Ortega 

 

Buddy Golding and family in the death of  
his wife, Mary Golding 

 In Memoriam 
 

Mary Kip Golding 
September 29, 1929 - January 13, 2021 

United with NHBC 
January 13, 2003 

News from Jennifer 
 

New Highland Youth Ministry and Beyond Young Adults 
and Families,  
 

On Sunday, February 14, from 6:30-7:30pm, we will 
have a special worship gathering organized and led by 
our Music Minister, Matt White, and our church’s music 
groups. We will share in worship and prayer and it will 
be a very special night! On a day that we celebrate 
love, we will honor our God who IS love! So, if you are 
able, save any Valentine’s plans for before or after this 
special hour of worship!  
 

You are invited to be a part of Vision Day, Saturday, 
February 27 (NOTE CHANGE OF DATES!) from 10:00am
-1:00pm. During this time, we will talk about how to be 
the church of 2021, learn about church growth ideas, 
and come together in prayer, unity and vision-
casting. You, as our youth and young adults, are an 
important part of our church family and are encouraged 
to attend and share in the time and discussions togeth-
er. Then on that Sunday, February 28, we will have a 
special “Vision Sunday” as we ask God to guide us for-
ward! 
 

Starting Sunday, February 21, we will resume 
LifeNights again with a special “Meaning in the Movies” 
from 6 - 8:30 pm. Starting February 28, from 6:30-
7:30pm we will have NHYM & Beyond meet for friend-
ship, prayer, Bible study & worship! Also beginning 
Sunday, February 28, from 5:30-6:30pm we will have a 
churchwide time focused on church growth and moving 
forward with renewed energy and fresh ideas based on 
a book called “Lasting Impact.” Since you are a big part 
of our church, you are welcome to come! This series 
will last for five weeks, going through March 28. You 
can attend just the NHYM/Beyond time from 6:30-
7:30pm if you wish, but are welcome to come to the 
“Lasting Impact” beforehand at 5:30 if interested!  
 

There are some other special upcoming plans and as 
we navigate these months, we will keep you informed 
on all that is happening. These will include a non-
overnight DNOW type event April 16 - 18; some out-
door spring opportunities; some mission ideas and a 
summer creative worship project.  
 

Let me also remind you that I am here for you in coun-
sel, support, mentorship, prayer and love!  If you or 
your family, need anything, I will do all I can to be of 
help and I can also provide resource ideas for any disci-
pleship needs as well!  Love in Christ, Jennifer 

 Adult “Sunday” School by Zoom 
 

Pastor Rusty leads an Adult 
“Sunday” school on Saturday 
mornings at 11 am. He emails the 
lesson each week. Use this zoom 
link to join us: https://
us02web.zoom.us//89265418402.  

  

NHBC Public Network 
 

The network at New Highland has been upgraded. 
Thanks Eric Bivens! The new network name is 
“KnowGrowGo”. The password is the same as the 
network name and is case-sensitive (i.e., 
“KnowGrowGo”). Coverage has been enhanced 
throughout the building, and coverage has been add-
ed to the pavilion area to the far end of the field. If 
you experience poor performance, please provide to 
Eric Bivens, via the church office, exactly where you 

were when you experienced the 
problem, the type of device you 
were using, and a description of 
the problem encountered, includ-
ing the network site you were 
trying to access. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear New Highland Baptist Church, 
I wish all of you, a Very Merry Christmas and a Hopeful 
New Year! Thank you for all you have done for me! 
Sending all my love and all my prayers from England to 
America. 
Your friend, ALEX DOUGLAS 

https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Interim Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Karen Hastings, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
Church Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Mar Envoy — Feb 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II: Dec 27, 2020 Jan 3, 2021 Jan 10, 2021 Jan 17, 2021 Jan 24, 2021 

Attendance      

WORSHIP      

In-Person (10:30 am) 49 56 63 4 (Online only) 47 

Online # of Households  17 19 30 22 

(tracking as of Jan. 2021)      

Budget      

Weekly Need 6,638.12 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 6,453.01 

Weekly Receipts 14,035.82 5,045.00 4,326.50 2,647.80 4,738.68 

YTD Goal 339,132.19 6,453.01 12,906.02 19,359.03 25,812.04 

YTD Receipts 333,277.52 5,045.00 9,371.50 12,019.30 16,757.98 

      

Designated Gifts 951.00 334.00 53.55 91.00 70.00 

January Benevolence Offerings 
 

$65.00 

MCEF Donations for February 
 

Canned Meats 

Church Council Meeting 
 

February 8 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 
 

January and February 
 

Sponsorship of Mohamed 
(Tanzania) 

 

Kay Fields 

February Anniversaries 
   

 1  Bill & Dot Martin 
 12  Mark & Michelle Brown 
 13  Ed & Debbie Williams 

February Birthdays 

1 Barbara Aylor 
2 Tonya Vasser 
3 Morgan Lacy 
 Eric McAleese 
9 Becca Mullins 
10 Bill Didlake 
11 Eric Bivens 
 Ethan Barnes 
12 Adam Bivens 
13 Jacob Dillow 
17 Tommy Searles 

19 Jeff Simpson 
 Cassidy Chenault 
20 Kevin Smolen 
 Pamela Smith 
21 Dave Evers 
22 Frank Karnes 
 William Currie 
23 Lauren Eby 
 Trevor Eby 
24 Earl Phillips 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC will continue to host monthly blood drives for the 
Red Cross. The next drive is on Tuesday, February 23 

from 1 pm to 6 pm in the CLC. All blood types are need-
ed and are being tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Ap-

pointments are required.  
Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or call 

1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 
 

Future dates are 3/25, 4/27, 5/25 and 6/23. 

Inclement Weather Announcements 
  

When inclement weather is in the area, we 
will post a voice mail on our phone line by 
7:00 am on Sunday mornings to advise you 
of our schedule. TV Channels 6, 8 and 12 
will also have our closing information.   

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
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