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Deacons on Call—January 
    

 Tim Smith  804-337-2865 
 Bob Kossoff 804-550-1103 

Dear NHBC Family 
 

 

I hope you had a meaningful Christmas season. I have shared 
with some people recently that Christmas is not what I want it 
to be anymore. I find that everyone is more focused on doing 
and buying than pausing to worship, which I have always 
thought was the purpose. I wonder if a side effect of this dif-
ferent kind of year may have been more emphasis on the rea-
son we celebrate. From the full parking lots I have seen and 
the continued busyness, I doubt there was much of a change. 
 
So, my challenge, as we begin another year, is for each of us 
as individuals and us as a congregation, to concentrate on the 
essential in 2021. What would it mean for the gospel if every 
believer brushed aside all distractions and focused on things 
that are important and essential? What if the Church decided 
to boil off all the fluff that has invaded our faith and placed all 
our emphasis on doing the most important part? I believe, if 
that happened, it would change the world as we know it. 
 
What’s the most important part of the faith? I think Jesus 
made that clear when He left the earth. His last words to the 
disciples before He ascended into Heaven was - 16 The 11 dis-
ciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped, but 
some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came near and said to 
them, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe every-
thing I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28) 
 
If we treated the Great Commission like it was the most im-
portant part, the world would be transformed. I don’t think 
we do that, as a whole. It’s the minor things that get under 
our skin and demand our attention.  
 
One of my favorite TV shows is “Survivor.” In this reality 
show, a group of people are left on private, remote beaches 
and given the challenge to create their own society and man-
age to be the last person standing. I know the people who go 
on that show have struggles and worries at home, but when 
you are hungry, thirsty and paranoid, you don’t have time to 
focus on what is going on thousands of miles away. They 
have to focus on the task before them. That is the only way 
they will survive. 
 
So, will you join me as a congregation determined to keep the 
essentials first and foremost in our minds and souls this new 
year? I pray so. 

Blessings, 

 January Worship 
 

10:30am Worship - INSIDE 
& Live Streaming  

 

Sunday, January 3 
Communion 

 

Sunday, January 10 
 

Sunday, January 17 
 

Sunday, January 24 
 

Sunday, January 31 
 

No Sunday school, nursery or children’s activities 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sponsor Mohamed 
  

Mohamed is the Tanzanian 17-year-old that we 
sponsor through Compassion International, and 
have since October 2009. The cost is $38 for a 
month of sponsorship. Sponsors are needed be-
ginning in January. Contact Kristi in the office to 
bless Mohamed with your support. Compassion 
International continues to support families during 
these difficult COVID times, and we recently got 
notice that Mohamed’s center has reopened. 

11th Annual Souper Bowl Competition 
  

The men and women are facing off once again!  
Through February 6, bring in cans of soup to “get 
in the game” and see who will win the SOUPer 
Bowl prize this year, which will be awarded on 
Sunday, February 7 during worship. But really, 
the winners are those who will have a meal be-
cause of your generosity. Bins will be in the foyer.  
 

The women are leading the series 
six to four, including winning last 
year.  Will the men even it up a 
little, or will the women continue 
to dominate? 

 

This project benefits  
Mechanicsville Churches  
Emergency Functions (MCEF).   

 

Church Office Closings 
  

We will be closed on December 31st and  
January 1st for New Year’s,  

and on January 18 for Martin Luther King Day. 

mailto:office@newhighland.org?subject=Sponsor%20Mohamed


 

 

Prayer Thoughts 
Sponsored by the NHBC Prayer Team 

 
Embrace each day in 2021 with  

‘A New Day Begins, and a New Life’ 
(Discovered in Dallas Willard’s ‘LIFE WITHOUT LACK’) 

 

If after your day you decide to carry on with your experiment in 
living moment by moment with Jesus, this familiar instruction ap-
plies: “Repeat the above.” Make your plans and do it again. And 
then again. I assure you that not many days will pass before you 
begin to understand the sweetness of walking with Jesus in the 
sufficiency of the Good Shepherd. Remember that these are ordi-
nary days we’ve been describing. There are other holy days 
throughout the year that call for different activities that serve spe-
cific purposes. You should also have full days set aside at regular 
intervals for the practice of solitude, silence, service, and other 
spiritual disciplines. These are all good and healthy ways for us to 
spend all the days of our lives with Jesus. 
 

A beautiful poem by the Baptist pastor and theologian Walter 
Rauschenbusch expresses his experience of coming into the pres-
ence of God using the image of walking through a small gate into 
the presence of God and into an Edenic peace that transforms his 
world. It’s a rather long poem, so I will just share a taste of his 
moving words: 
 

A Little Gate to God 
 

In the castle of my soul 
Is a little postern gate,* 
Whereat, when I enter, 

I am in the presence of God. 
In a moment, in the turning of a thought, 

I am where God is. 
This is a fact. 

 

The world of men is made of jangling noises. 
With God it is a great silence. 
But that silence is a melody 

Sweet as the contentment of love, 
Thrilling as a touch of flame. 

 

When I enter into God, 
All life has a meaning. 

Without asking, I know; 
My desires are even now fulfilled, 

My fever is gone 
In the great quiet of God. 

My troubles are but pebbles on the road, 
My joys are like the everlasting hills, 

So it is when I step through the gate of prayer 
From time into eternity. 

 

When I am in the consciousness of God 
my fellow men are not far off and forgotten, 

but close and strangely near. 
Those whom I love 

Have a mystic value. 
They shine, as if a light were glowing within them. 

 

So it is when my soul steps through the postern gate 
Into the presence of God. 

Big things become small, and small things become great. 
The near becomes far, and the future is near. 

 

The lowly and despised is shot through with glory . . . 
God is the substance of all revolutions; 

When I am in him, I am in the Kingdom of God 
And the Fatherland of my Soul. 

Prayer Concerns 
*Hospitalized at time of printing 

Claude Aylor 
Maddie Bonner 
Tom Coppedge 
Carol Didlake 

Sandra Edwards 
Charlie Elliott 

Barbara Gammon 
Buddy/Mary Golding 

Jean Harding 

George/Shirley Linville 
Dot Martin 

Gordon Martin 
David McGhee 

Joyce McLauchlan 
Earl Phillips 

Tommy Searles 
Dylan Smith 

Margaret Toney 

Submit Your Prayer Requests Via:  
 

1) Main & CLC Foyer Prayer Boxes; 2) Con-
tact Prayer Team Members (550-1562); 3) 
Contact Church Office (550-9601). 

(continued from previous column) 
 

What Rauschenbusch describes here is 
nothing other than life in the presence of 
the all-sufficient Shepherd whose voice 
calls us to walk often through the gate into 
God’s presence. It is the life for which you 
were created. As you practice living your 
days in the sufficiency of the Good Shep-
herd, you will make tremendous progress 
in experiencing the Psalm 23 life that 
Christ came to provide. You will see re-
markable growth, and all the good things 
Jesus desires to give us—a rich life of joy 
and power, abundant in supernatural re-
sults, with a constant, clear vision of your 
never-ending life in God’s world and an 
abiding sense of your work day by day—
will become the common, yet extraordi-
nary, realities in your life. 
 

To that end, I pray for you in the words of 
Saint Paul: 
 

That you may be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual un-
derstanding; that you may walk worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful 
in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
might, according to His glorious power, for 
all patience and longsuffering with joy; giv-
ing thanks “to the Father who has qualified 
us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. (Col. 1:9–12) 
 

In other words, may you know increasing-
ly, by joyful experience, a life abundant in 
rest, provision, and blessing—a life without 
lack. 
 

*(A postern is a secondary door or gate in a 
fortification such as a city wall or castle cur-
tain wall. Posterns were often located in a 
concealed location which allowed the occu-
pants to come and go inconspicuous-
ly.) Wikipedia  



 

 

Foyer Sponsors Still Needed 
 

Our renewed foyer, welcome area and community 
space is such a great ministry area and resource for 
our church and our Day School. We are so thankful to 
all who have generously contributed and to those 
who are prayerfully considering making a dona-
tion. Four chairs are still in need of sponsoring at 
$140 each. Can’t donate that much? Any amount will 
help cover the expense of our foyer and is greatly ap-
preciated.  

Christian Sympathy To The Families Of: 
 

 

 In Memoriam 
    

 Lewis “Sherwood” Haskins, Jr 
Deceased December 10, 2020 

United with NHBC (East Highland Park) 
December 1, 1957  

Rev. Dr. Luke Robert Fleming, Jr 
Deceased November 24, 2020 

Served NHBC 
November 1, 2009 - October 31, 2015  

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

We meet Wednesdays at 10 am, resuming on January 
6, in the sanctuary, socially distanced. We are studying 
the gospels. Page plays hymns, and we also live stream 
the study on our website. 

News from Jennifer 
 

LifeNight starts back up on Sunday, January 10!  
6:00-7:30pm! 
 

This is a night for all ages! We begin in the sanctuary at 
6:00pm for some opening worship songs, testimonies 
and prayer. Then we break into our groups! Adults can 
choose between the adult Bible study options. Children 
can go with our Children’s minister to their space. 
Youth and young adults (NHYM & Beyond) join me, 
Jennifer Mullins, in the Christian Life Center and youth 
room areas of the church for a time of fun, friendship, 
Bible study, mission time and more! In 2021, we will 
resume our “Trusting our God of the Odd.” We will con-
tinue to go through the Bible together learning about 
our miraculous God and how He wants to work in our 
lives! We will also have a missions component where 
we learn about or work on missions opportunities! I 
cannot wait to step into the new year with you all! 
 

Here are some reminders: 
1- Adults - If any of you would like to lead a small 
group Bible study or class (10 or less people), let the 
staff know. We want to have multiple adult classes 
available!  
2- NHYM & Beyond - though we will meet at this time, 
your age groups will be divided for some of the study 
and discussion pieces. We will also implement more 
activities as time goes on and we are able to do so 
safely. Pass the word! Tell your friends! 
3 - NHYM & Beyond - we will have this in-person 
LifeNight each Sunday and then have a once-a-month 
Zoom time together! 
4- Every month, NHYM & Beyond will have a special 
event. These monthly events will begin in February. We 
want to see how things go in January with the virus, 
the vaccine and the weather. So in January, we will 
meet for LifeNights and zoom - and our first monthly 
activity will be scheduled in February. In February, you 
will also learn about our spring DNOW type of event 
and our summer missions camp! 
 

God has wonderful plans for the future, and I am excit-
ed about all that He has in store! 
Love to all!  

 Adult “Sunday” School by Zoom 
 

Pastor Rusty leads an Adult 
“Sunday” school on Saturday 
mornings at 11 am, resuming Jan-
uary 9. He emails the lesson each 
week. Use this zoom link to join 
us: https://
us02web.zoom.us//89265418402.  

The Day School Registration 
 

The Day School priority registration for 
current students, their siblings, and 
church members for next school year 
begins on Tuesday, January 19.       
  

Age Eligibility for our classes for the 
2021/2022 school year is as follows: 

• 2 1/2-Year-Old Class: must turn 2 by 
3/31/2021  

• 3-Year-Old Classes: must turn 3 by 9/30/2021 
• Pre-K Classes: must turn 4 by 9/30/2021 

 

The Day School admits students of any race, color, 
and national or ethnic origin.  ALL students must be  
potty-trained by the time school starts in September.  
To schedule a tour or for more information, please 
contact Karen Hastings at 
dayschool@newhighland.org or 804-550-1557.  

  

 
 
 
Dear New Highland Baptist Church, 
  Thank you so much for the beautiful peace lily you 
sent me after Bob’s passing. I enjoy looking at the 
plant and greatly appreciate your support. 
Love, Vera Fleming 

Vera Fleming in the death of her husband,  
Dr. Luke Robert Fleming, Jr “Dr. Bob” 

 

Leslie Wells in the death of her step-brother, Michael 
 

Dave Evers in the death of his uncle, Charles Miller 

 
Lewis “Sherwood” Haskins, Jr upon his death 

 
Roy Barnes in the death of his step-father 

https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
https://www.us02web.zoom.us/j/89265418402
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org


 

 

Staff Ministry Team 
 
 

Rev. F. P. Rusty Mullins, Jr., Senior Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-548-3353 
 Email: rusty@newhighland.org 
 

Rev. Jennifer Mullins,  
Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor  
 Cell Phone: 804-405-7187 
 Email:  jen@newhighland.org  
 

Eric Smith, Children’s Minister 
 Cell Phone: 804-441-5810  
 E-mail: children@newhighland.org 
 

Matt White, Interim Worship Leader 
 Cell Phone: 540-207-2372 
 E-mail: music@newhighland.org 
 

Kristi Garstang, Administrative Assistant 
 E-mail: office@newhighland.org 
 

Page Marriner, Accompanist 
 E-mail: pmarriner41@comcast.net 
 

Karen Hastings, The Day School Director 
 School Phone: 804-550-1557 
 E-mail: dayschool@newhighland.org 

 

Office Phone: 804-550-9601 
Church Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:  
Feb Envoy — Jan 15 | Bulletin—Each Monday by Noon 

ACTS II:  Nov 29, 2020 Dec 6, 2020 Dec 13, 2020 Dec 20, 2020 

Attendance      

Early Worship  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Sunday School  Canceled Canceled Canceled Canceled 

Late Worship  46 67 55 59 

      

Budget      

Weekly Need  6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 6,638.12 

Weekly Receipts  2,767.00 29,591.85 7,499.78 1,294.50 

YTD Goal  312,579.82 319,217.94 325,856.06 332,494.18 

YTD Receipts  280,855.57 310,922.42 317,947.20 319,241.70 

      

Designated Gifts  184.00 526.00 376.00 100.00 

December Benevolence Offering 
 

No collection taken, but $180 given 

MCEF Donations for January 
 

Canned Soups for Souper Bowl 

Church Council Meeting 
 

January 11 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Compassion International 
 

January 
 

  Sponsorship of Mohamed (Tanzania) 
 

OPEN 
 

Sponsors needed ! 

January Anniversaries 
   

 12 Artie & Joyce McLauchlan 
 23 Bruce & Brenda McAleese 
 29 Cullen & Pamela Lumpkin 

January Birthdays 

1 Barbara Elliotte 
 Glenda Currie 
3 Rusty Mullins 
5 Stacy Dixon 
6 Lisa Rossi 
7 Joyce McLauchlan 
8 Angela Eby 
9 Bryan Jr Chenault 
10 Tucker Dawson 
 Scott Schricker 
11 Michelle Brown 
12 Janice Finnegan 
 Leslie Crytser 

14 Natalie Falls 
16 Brady Uzel 
19 Jordan Brown 
21 Cassie Wells 
24 Tim Smith 
25 Jenny Garthright 
 Carol Didlake 
26 Kelley Harding 
28 Rachel Barnes 
 Keturah Flood 
30 Meehee Zinkham 
31 John Kennedy 
 George Linville 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

NHBC will be hosting another blood drive for the Red 
Cross on Wednesday, January 27 from 1 pm to 6 pm in 
the CLC. All blood types are needed and is being tested 
for COVID-19 antibodies. Appointments are required.  

Go to www.redcrossblood.org to register or call 
1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767) 

 

  CentriKid Camp 
 

   Save the dates!  
     June 21 - 24  
More details to come! 

Inclement Weather Announcements 
  

When inclement weather is in the area, we 
will post a voice mail on our phone line by 
7:00 am on Sunday mornings to advise you 
of our schedule. TV Channels 6, 8 and 12 
will also have our closing information.   

mailto:rusty@newhighland.org
mailto:jen@newhighland.org
mailto:children@newhighland.org
mailto:music@newhighland.org
mailto:office@newhighland.org
mailto:pmarriner41@comcast.net
mailto:dayschool@newhighland.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org

