
   “To know Him and make Him known” 
JANUARY 2023 

The Union Press 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

1   Pastor’s Message 

2   Pastor’s Message Cont’d 

3   Event Pictures 

4   Calendar 

5   Just So You Know 

6   Weather Information 

 

The Due Date for the 

February Newsletter is 

January 22nd. 

Look Who's Coming for Dinner - Mark 2:13-17 
So, you decide to throw a dinner party. Who are you going to invite? You 

might ask a few friends from church, one or two from work, maybe your neighbor 

from down the street, or even some of your childhood friends from back in the 

day. For some, this all sounds very exciting, and for others, I've just described 

your worst nightmare. After all, there's no telling what might happen when we 

bring folks from different worlds and walks of life together to share a meal. 

But, in this passage, Mark helps us imagine the possibilities if we were to 

be so bold. He describes a dinner party for us, where a "worlds collide" scenario 

occurs. On one side are the religious purists, the Pharisees, and their scribes. On 

the other side, we have those who Mark refers to as sinners. And who do we find 

as the guest of honor at this party? It's Jesus. Worlds collide around Jesus in this 

passage which causes fiction because everyone does not appreciate the mixed 

company. But Jesus is right at home in this crowd reminding us how he has come 

to show grace to sinners. 

First, Jesus shows grace by pursuing sinners. Mark writes:13 He went out 

again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching  

them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 

"Follow me." And he rose and followed him. 

Taking a stroll by the sea, Jesus comes across Levi, who we might know better as Matthew, the disciple, the 

gospel writer. When Jesus found him, he was working as a tax collector. 

In Jesus' day, parents might encourage children to be a fisherman, a merchant, or a carpenter, but I'm sure no 

one encouraged their child to become a tax collector. Tax collectors were usually men from the Jewish community 

employed by the Roman government and responsible for collecting taxes from their friends and neighbors. This 

position gave guys like Levi plenty of opportunities to take advantage of the system for their benefit. Tax collectors 

could make a comfortable living by taking advantage of people. But, as you can imagine, they were not well-liked or 

respected by their community. 

However, none of this bothers Jesus; rather than take the long way around Levi's booth, he pursues him. Jesus 

doesn't pursue people with indifference; it's not as if he's saying," just letting you know I'm here if you need me! Let me 

know how I can help." No, he pursues sinners with every intention that they turn and follow him. 

While driving, we see signs telling us when we're not allowed to perform a U-turn. But the thing about 

following Jesus is that we all must perform a mandatory U-turn if we are to follow him. "Follow me" is Jesus telling 

Levi that his life is fundamentally pointed in the wrong direction. Levi was fixed on the wrong things and all that 

needed to change. 

What gives Jesus the right to make such a bold and demanding claim on Levi? Because he created us for 

himself. As Mark describes, the call of Jesus is that we would reorient our lives, fix our eyes on Him and follow.  
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Next, Mark shows us how Jesus extends grace to sinners in his fellowship with them. Look at verses 15-16. 

15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his 

disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was 

eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, "Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 

We can only guess why Levi decided to throw this dinner party. Perhaps it was an occasion to get his friends 

together to meet Jesus because it's clear He is the guest of honor, and he seems perfectly content rubbing shoulders 

with Levi's friends. But everyone's not okay with what Jesus is up to. The Pharisees and their scribes were watching 

this all take place and seething as Jesus' mingled with these low lives, asking his disciples, "Why do you eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?" 

In Jesus' day, table fellowship was important. It meant something more than just filling your belly. Being 

welcomed to eat with another person at a table showed friendship and unity. It's clear from the passage that the 

Pharisees thought Jesus was stepping over a line by offering such company to Levi and his guests. 

We're challenged here to consider our own partiality. Consider the scenario from earlier; you're having a 

dinner party; who are you not inviting, and why? Maybe it's a group who lives a different lifestyle than you, or 

whose skin is a different color than yours, someone with a different political perspective, someone from a different 

tax bracket, someone older than you, younger than you, a stranger, your neighbor, a church member, a family 

member? Who are you not inviting to dinner, and why? What could happen if you did ask that person to share a 

meal? What could happen if two worlds collide over salad, pasta, and a glass of wine? What could happen if those 

worlds collided over Jesus? 

Here Jesus challenges us to adopt a radical view of hospitality and fellowship. In the words of Rosaria 

Butterfield: 

"Radically ordinary hospitality characterizes those who don't fuss over different worldviews represented at 

the dinner table. The truly hospitable aren't embarrassed to keep friendships with people who are different. They 

don't buy the world's bunk about this. They know that there is a difference between acceptance and approval, and 

they courageously accept and respect people who think differently from them. They don't worry that others will 

misinterpret their friendship. Jesus dined with sinners, but he didn't sin with sinners. Jesus lived in the world, but he 

didn't live like the world. This is the Jesus paradox. And it defines those who are willing to suffer with others for the 

sake of gospel sharing and gospel living, those who care more for integrity than appearances." 

This kind of fellowship is often hard to wrap our heads around, and indeed we can't wrap our heads around 

it unless we're clear on Jesus' mission. If we don't understand the mission of Jesus, we won't see the point in any of 

this. When the Pharisees asked his disciples, "why do you all eat with tax collectors and sinners?" Jesus is the one 

who answers to make crystal clear why he's come. Look at verse 17. 

And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 

are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners." 

Before meeting Levi, Jesus had been busy. Going back to chapter 1, we see him heal a man of an unclean 

demon. He heals Peter's mother and others. He heals a man of leprosy. He heals a paralyzed man. Isn't it interesting 

that only now, in this rather ordinary meeting with Levi and his friends, at a dinner party, Jesus speaks of himself as 

a doctor? Almost as if to say that, of all the ailments and illnesses we could have, curing sin-sick souls was central 

to his mission. Why did Jesus eat with tax collectors and sinners? Because they were in desperate need, and Jesus 

had the cure, and that cure was himself. 

Mark encourages us to ask ourselves," who am I at this dinner party?" Am I one of the religious elites, or 

am I a sinner in need of grace? I hope we would see ourselves as the latter because we are all sinners in need of a 

physician for our souls. Thankfully, Jesus has come for sinners such as us. But there's another question we should 

ask ourselves. As those who have experienced God's grace through the blood of Jesus shed at the cross, do we 

openly and freely hold that grace out to others who have the same need, who are sinners just like us? That's how we 

come to understand the radical fellowship of Jesus that he models for his followers. Sinners who have experienced 

the radical grace of Jesus reaching out to sinners who need the radical grace of Jesus. 

To conclude, we need to ask ourselves. Do we see ourselves clearly, as sinners in need of grace? Do we see 

Jesus as our Great Physician, whose death and resurrection meet our greatest need? Are we prepared, like Levi, to 

let Jesus lead, following him in a life of repentance? And would we be so bold, as those who have experienced 

God's grace, to let our world collide with others, perhaps around a table, over a meal, that they too might experience 

the grace of God in Christ? 
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JAN. BIRTHDAYS 

3 Kenny Miller 

4 Daryl Supplee Sr. 

7 Trey McCardell 

 Pat McCardell  

14 Jane Walker 

17 James Vasco II 

18 Debra Greenleaf-Campbell 

 Chase Carter 

19 Delsa Wrigley 

20 Kent Hastings 

21  Paul Shivery III 

24 Megan Ferguson Sirera 

26 Daniel Greenleaf 

27 Branden Shoemaker   

30 Daniel Stoner 

 

FOOD BANK 

Hamburger Helper, Baby Wipes, Mayonnaise, Saltine Crackers, 

Manwich or Sloppy Joe Mix, Cooking Oil, Shampoo, Spaghetti, 

Juice Boxes, Spaghetti Sauce (in cans or plastic jars), Corn, 

Green Beans, Tomato Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, Tuna 

Helper, Tuna 

On January 29th the Annual Congregational Meeting will be held following worship, to review the 

Annual Report, receive the budget and approve new officers. 

 

JANUARY GREETERS 

 

 

 

  1 – (Still Available) 

  8 – Larry & Colleen Sheaffer 

15 – (Still Available) 

22 – (Still Available) 

29 – (Still Available) 

 

We would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers, calls, and cards they sent to us. Thank 

you to Jeremy for his call and visit after the 

death of our son, Michael. 

~Dick & Nancy Hastings 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

January 1st 

Epiphany Sunday 

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; 

Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

 

January 8th 

Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; 

Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

 

January 15th    

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

January 22nd  

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  

Matthew 4:12-23 

 

January 29th 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 

Matthew 5:1-12 



 

WINTER WEATHER CONDITIONS AND SUNDAY SERVICES 

                                       It is the opinion of session that except in extreme conditions (heavy ice, a  

                               foot of snow and more coming, etc.) that the decision to attend church services  

                            should be a personal decision based upon your own conditions and abilities. One  

                              person may be a mile down a main road and the next person has to come 15 miles  

                               over notorious back roads. We feel that in general we will hold a service for     

                                whoever can come. If a minister does not show up, we will pray and sing songs 

and make the best of it and probably dismiss early. 

That being said, we may foresee that conditions dictate that no one should be on the roads. In 

that condition we may cancel church. WGAL has changed their policy and will only broadcast Church 

closings on the internet and not TV.  WDAC will broadcast but not many people have radios in their 

house anymore. The current answering system at UPC does not lend itself to remote answering system 

changes.  If the only option is getting cancellations on the internet, the easiest way is for us to disperse 

the information directly via “The Union eNews” email letter.  If you are email capable, you will get 

cancellations that way. If you do not currently get emails but are capable, please email the church to 

get added to the list. (at upc@epix.net).  If you cannot get email, we will also use the phone prayer 

chain ONLY if canceled.  If you are not on either, figure out which one you want on and call Julie at 

717-529-2000.  (Tue/Thur 9-2). You may want to hook up with someone you know that gets the Union 

“UPC eNews” and check with them on Sunday mornings. 

 But above all, keep in mind it is a personal decision.  Do not feel that if Church is not canceled 

that you must put your safety at risk by trying to attend. No one will think less of you for being safe. 

Yet we also want the building to be open for anyone to worship who can safely get here. 

~Your Session. 
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