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Do not fear, only believe (Mark 4:35-41) 
 

On September 20, 1991, the Andrea Gail left Gloucester Harbor in Massachusetts 

for the last time. Traveling into the North Atlantic, the only remnants of the fishing 

boat ever seen again were a few bits of debris. The rest of the ship and its crew 

were overtaken by what has since become known as "The Perfect Storm." 

 

Three deadly elements came together in October of 1991 to create this monster. A 

front moving from Canada toward New England, a high-pressure system building 

over Canada's east coast, and the dying remnants of Hurricane Grace churning 

along the eastern seaboard of the United States. Intense weather was coming from 

three of the compass's four points, all converging on the little Andrea Gail. The last 

radio transmission of Billy Tyne, the fishing boat's captain, came at 6:00 P.M. on 

October 28, 1991. He reported his coordinates to the captain of his sister ship, the 

Hannah Boden, saying, "She's comin' on, boys, and she's comin' on strong." 

 

Since then, the term "perfect storm" has been commonplace in our vocabulary, but 

the idea that this phrase communicates is as old as time. People have always had to 

deal with the convergence of multiple storms in life, and often we feel like the 

Area Gail, overcome by their strength and power. How should Christians respond 

when faced with these storms? In a word, "faith." This month's passage begins a 

short mini-series focusing on Jesus' power as the Son of God, and this story shows 

us Jesus' power and authority over the elements. This account in Mark's gospel 

reminds believers that Jesus' power and authority bolster the faith of his people 

when they face storms in their own lives. Let's consider what Mark 4:35-41 says 

about Jesus and faith. 

"35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, "Let us go across to the other side." 36 And leaving the 

crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm 

arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep 

on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" 39 And he awoke 

and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He 

said to them, "Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?" 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one 

another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 

 

The first thing we notice in this passage is something about Jesus' humanity. Looking back through Mark's gospel, we 

see Jesus has just finished a mini preaching tour. His disciples shuttle him to a waiting boat just as he was. What does 

Mark mean by "just as he was?" It means that Mark does not shy away from showing us a very human Jesus in this text. 

He was tired. Not long before entering the boat, he is asleep on a cushion in the ship's stern. I wonder if we ever find it 

hard to relate to Jesus. Perhaps we think, "Jesus can't possibly understand me and what I go through; how could he since 

he's God." Passages like this remind us that Jesus was also a man. And just like you and me, he got worn down and 

needed rest. Let's keep in mind what the preacher to the Hebrews tells us, "For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin." 
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We are not machines. We do not have endless energy supplies like the energizer bunny. We need rest. We need sleep. 

We need to recharge. And the Bible reminds us that God created rest, made it for our good, and created it as a way that 

we can worship him. By resting from our work, we practice being dependent on God, trusting that he will continue to 

sustain all things according to his perfect will, even while we rest. In this way, we celebrate one of the beautiful things 

God can't do. God can't sleep. We remember the words of the Psalmist. "he who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he 

who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. (Ps. 121:3b-4). Even Jesus trusted the faithful, sustaining care of his 

Father to keep him and the world going while he took a nap in the boat, and so can we. 

 

But maybe we find ourselves more like the disciples. This seemed to be a hard lesson for them to learn. As they traveled 

out on the open water, the wind and waves quickly picked up and overtook their little boat. In fear, they ran to Jesus and 

even accused him of being indifferent toward their lives, seeing as he would rather sleep while they perished. Surely, 

we've been there, remembering times when we've cried out to the Lord when he seemed asleep. It's too easy to find 

ourselves in the disciples' shoes. But Jesus is not indifferent as they suppose. We see Jesus' divine power in his reaction. 

Hearing the disciples' plea, he wakes up, rebukes the wind, and tells the sea to be still. 

 

This scene forces us to stop and think, where else do we see this sort of thing happen in Scripture? The most obvious 

place is in Genesis 1, God spoke, and nature listened. Through his powerful word, He transformed a chaotic, dark, 

empty world into a bright, ordered, life-sustaining world. Here we see the same thing with Jesus. The Son of God speaks 

with power and authority, and the wind and the seas listen. We remember how Paul describes Jesus when he writes his 

letter to the Colossians, "15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 

things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. (Col. 

1:15-17) 

 

Perhaps Jesus' disciples forgot who was in the boat with them. Maybe they never quite knew. After this powerful 

display of authority, we find Jesus concerned for his friend's faith. For the disciples, their lives felt out of control. We 

can relate. Often our lives feel out of control, but for the believer, our union with Jesus through faith assures us that he is 

with us in the storm. And in fact, we're told that God uses these storms for our good. He may use them for many goods, 

but one is apparent in this passage. He uses them to teach us how to depend on Christ. Believe it or not, the disciples ran 

to the right person when the storm was out of control. Their mistake was in thinking Jesus would let them die. It might 

seem as if life is running off the rails. In those moments, we need to remember that God is in control and his kind 

providence has us where we are for a reason. Providence has to do with God's provision and his active and intentional 

care to ensure that what he promised for us does come to pass. This is why verses like Romans 8:28 can encourage the 

believer: "we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 

his purpose." 

 

There is a mystery to this verse. We do not always know how the storms of life will turn out for our good. Now, they 

can often feel like an unbearable weight, yet we have this promise from the Lord to his people that we can continue to 

hold out to him, knowing that he will not go back on it. So, take heart in the storm that the Lord will use it for good for 

those who belong to Christ. 

 

The funny thing that comes at the end of this passage is that the storm was not the thing that struck the most fear in the 

disciples' hearts that day. They experienced an even greater fear when they saw Jesus' response to the storm, how he 

stilled it with a word. "Why are you so afraid?" Jesus says, "Have you still no faith?" And they were filled with great 

fear and said to one another, "Who then is this…? Do we know the One who's in the boat with us when the storms of 

life come powerfully and unexpectedly? This passage shows Him to us. And it not only shows us Jesus but also teaches 

us a few things about faith. 
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OTHER NEWS 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
In case of an emergency while you are at Union, we would like to have an emergency contact person 

on file. Please let Arlene Hastings know (717)529-2495 or via email at hastiquilt56@gmail.com. 

 

GREETER & FELLOWSHIP SIGN UPS 
Anyone interested in serving as greeters or helping with the fellowship time after worship can sign up 

at the “SERVE” board in the entry way of the church. Thank you for serving in these ministries. 

 

NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON 
Anyone looking to become a church member at Union, an information luncheon will be held in 

Memorial Hall on Sunday, February 26 following worship. If you are interested in attending, please 

talk to Pastor Jeremy. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HELP 
We are looking to expand our children’s ministry by adding Children’s Sunday school, and nursery. If 

you are interested in serving in these areas, please talk to Pastor Jeremy.  
 

QUILTING BEGINING 
Tuesdays starting February 14th at 9am until we are done. We would love to see you! 
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First, having faith in Christ means we rest in Jesus' care, even when fear wants to get the best of us. (Mk. 4:35–38) 

Second, having faith in Jesus means recognizing his power even when our situation seems impossible. Jesus is stronger, 

his authority is greater, and his kindness towards us, even in our weakness, is tender and loving. (Mk. 4:39-40) Third, 

having faith in Jesus results in us reflecting on his identity. Remembering who Jesus is as the Son of God and what he 

has come to do in redeeming us from sin assures us of God's love for us and the firmness of our salvation. There is a 

beautiful hymn that reminds us of this truth. 

 

"When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast. When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. I could 

never keep my hold, Through life's fearful path. For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast. Those He saves are His 

delight; Christ will hold me fast. Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. He'll not let my soul be lost. His 

promises shall last. Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. He will hold me fast. He will hold me fast. For 

my Savior loves me so. He will hold me fast." 

 

Let us take heart in these words. In the storm, Christ will hold us fast. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   6:30 Mid-Week 
Growth Group 

1:00 Deacon Mtg 

Groundhog Day 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

     

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

4:30pm Evening Prayer 
Service Worship  

 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

9:00 Quilting 

Valentine’s Day 

6:30 Mid-Week 
Growth Group 

7:00 Session Meeting 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

Transfiguration Day Presidents Day 

9:00 Quilting 

 

6:30 Mid-Week 
Growth Group  

Ash Wednesday 

   

26 27 28     

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 New Member 
Luncheon 

1st Sunday of Lent 

 9:00 Quilting 

 

    

  

 

 

 



  

  

FEB. BIRTHDAYS 

3 Blanche Church 

 Lori Kelley  

4 Ruth Barker 

5 Bradley Fuller  

 Faye Chase Whyte  

7 Nathan Supplee 

10 Dorothy Walton 

12 Verna Herr 

14 Jerry Whiteside 

18 Richard Stewart 

23 Dorothy Herr  

26 Thomas Hastings 

 Austin Murray 

28 Nancy Ambler 

FOOD BANK 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

February 19th    

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 

2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

 

February 26th  

First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; 

Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; 

Matthew 4:1-11 

NOT AVAILABLE 

UPC, thank you for thinking of me and your generous gift. I moved 

back from Germany in October and I’m currently attending the 

captain’s career course in fort Leonard Wood, Missouri before 

moving to Fort Wood, Texas in the spring. As always, your prayers 

and support are appreciated! ~ ILT Bailey McCardell 

 

FEBRUARY GREETERS 

 

February 5th 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12);  

Psalm 112:1-9 (10); 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16); 

Matthew 5:13-20 

February 12th 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 

Psalm 119:1-8; 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; 

Matthew 5:21-37 

Thank you everyone for your prayers, cards, and calls during 

my healing from my fall. ~ Judy Beiler 

  5 – (Still Available) 

12 – Larry & Colleen Sheaffer 

19 – (Still Available) 

26 – (Still Available) 

UPDATES TO THE ROAD SIGN 



 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 
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Union Presbyterian Church Per Member Asking 
 

At the 2022 EPC General Assembly, the denomination voted on recommendation GA 42-11 set forth by the EPC 

National Leadership Team to transition from "PMA" (Per Member Asking) to "POI" (Percentage of Income) as the 

primary means of funding the EPC's mission and vision. 

Since 2006 the "PMA" that went towards supporting the work of the office of the General Assembly (GA) was $23 

per person. At that time, the office of the GA consisted of 24 staff people serving 187 churches. In 2022 the office 

of the GA still consists of 24 staff people now serving 637 churches and 50 church plants. Rather than increasing the 

"PMA" to support the work of the denomination, the National Leadership Team determined that it would be more 

equitable for churches across the board, considering the church location and demographics, to switch to "Percent of 

Income" as the primary means of funding the work of the EPC. The "POI" model requests churches to support the 

national level of the EPC with 1 percent of their undesignated revenue. This transition will take place over the next 

three years, with full POI implementation expected at the start of the fiscal year 2026 in July 2025. 

What does this mean for Union? As of now, nothing. One percent of our current undesignated revenue would result 

in an average "per member" contribution of $23 to the national work of the EPC for this year. As our revenue and 

membership increase, we might expect slight variations in this number from year to year. 

As you may remember, we are also asked to support the local work of our presbytery (The Presbytery of the East). 

Members are encouraged to give $13. With these two offerings, the total "Per Member Asking" for this year is 

$36.00. 

We ask everyone to prayerfully consider contributing this amount, over and above your regular contribution to our 

church operating needs. This offering will be sent to the presbytery and the GA office. Checks can be made to 

Union Presbyterian Church with " PMA" in the memo line. ~Your Session 

 


