
  
 

 

What’s INSIDE 

God’s Great Love (Mark 1:9-13) 

Question, what grows larger over time, the more pressure is applied to it? 

Give up? … It's clay! 

Geologist Dr. James Clark says: 

"Clay is composed of thousands upon thousands of microscopic mineral 

crystals, which not even the most powerful microscopes can see. But under 

pressure, the clay minerals are not crushed but instead grow bigger. Over 

time pressure causes these minerals to change into things like slate or even 

semi-precious gemstones." 

The effect that pressure and time have on clay is a helpful illustration of the 

Christian life. Just as clay is refined, purified, and molded by pressure over 

time, God also uses pressure and time to refine, purify and mold his children. 

This is why we find passages in the Bible like James 1:2-4 that say: 

" Count it all joy, when you face trials of every kind, for you know that when 

your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for 

when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 

needing nothing." 

"Count it all joy" seems like a strange response in hard times. But, as we 

continue exploring Mark's gospel, we're going to see this month that we can 

experience joy when life gets tough because God is for us. Jesus proves this 

to us in His incarnation through his baptism and victory at the cross.  

Let's look at Mark 1:9-13 

" 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he 

saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

11 And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am 

well pleased." 12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 

And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was 

with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him."  
    (Continued on Page 2)  
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INCARNATION 

Jesus' incarnation is a big deal. The God of the universe entered the world he created and became like 

you and me in every way apart from sin. He was not scared to draw near to sinful, messy, broken people. 

If we scan ancient mythologies, we'll find many stories about gods visiting humans, but none of them 

are like Jesus' story. In those other accounts, the gods often come to rule. They come to be served by 

humanity, but not Jesus. Jesus came as a servant. He came in humility. He came to reveal the heart of 

the Father and draw us into intimate communion with Him. While on earth, Jesus was always 

descending into deeper, more intimate fellowship with us.  

Consider His life, born in a stable, raised in a blue-collar family in the backwater town of Nazareth (can 

anything good come from there?). He faced temptation, opposition, discouragement, persecution, pain, 

heartache, agony, accusation, condemnation, crucifixion, death, and burial at the hands of his friends and 

enemies. Jesus' coming into the world led him away from fame, away from prestige, but nearer to us.  

What god would go to such lengths to draw near to humanity? What god would go to such lengths to 

prove that humans matter? What god would consider us and care for our every need? The God of the 

Bible would. Jesus would. His incarnation and the humiliation he endured proves that God is for us.  

BAPTISM 

But what about Jesus' baptism? How does Jesus' baptism prove that God is for us? First, " why did Jesus 

need to be baptized to begin with?” Other gospel writers (like Matthew) tell us that Jesus needed to be 

baptized to "fulfill all righteousness." Even though Jesus is God, and even though he lived a life of 

sinless perfection, he was not exempt from the law of God. In his most famous sermon, Jesus says "I 

have not come to abolish, or set aside, or cancel the Law of God but to fulfill it, to listen and obey every 

letter and every line."  

Do we share Jesus' thinking? Sad to say, but we often think the opposite. True confession, I can't tell you 

how many times I've said to Penny and Jasper "you can't have snacks before dinner," all while I'm in the 

kitchen eating whatever is on the counter while Carla and I are getting ready for supper. We bend the 

rules for ourselves. But not Jesus. Jesus had every privilege in heaven, but he never used them for his 

own advantage. He came to fulfill the whole Law by obeying every letter and every line, and we are the 

beneficiaries of his obedience. First and foremost, Jesus' baptism was an act of obedience to God, but the 

second, Jesus' baptism identifies him with our sin. 

The scene Mark describes in verses 4-5 is incredible. People are flocking to John the Baptist, confessing 

their sins, and getting baptized in the Jordan river. Now, you probably know how refreshing it is to hop 

in the shower after a long day of physical labor. Dirty and sweaty, you start to rise off, and as you do, 

you look down to find the shower floor covered with all the grim from the day. GROSS!  

With that picture fixed in our mind, consider Jesus. He, without hesitation, stepped into the Jordan river 

filthy with the sins of all those baptized before him, letting that sin-littered water wash over him.  

Stepping into that water, Jesus identifies with us in our sin. The sins that washed over Christ at his 

baptism point us to what would happen to Jesus at the cross. At Calvary, our sins literally washed over 

the Lord Jesus. He suffered our punishment. His blood paid their cost. And, by His blood, we are 

washed clean, cleansed from sin once and for all. At his baptism, Jesus shows us what he came to 

accomplish, forgiveness and freedom for sinners like us. Jesus' baptism proves that God is for us.  
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VICTORY 

Rising out of the water, Jesus is greeted by the Father and the Spirit and immediately sent out into the 

desert for forty days to be tempted by Satan. As we said, from the start, pressure, temptation, and trials 

are all part of the Christian life. Jesus' life models this pattern.  

Mark doesn't give us a lot of detail on Jesus' battle with Satan. But, if we turn to Luke 4, we see Satan's 

schemes more clearly. Tempted with hunger and dominion, to name a few, Jesus refutes Satan's 

advances at every turn, perfectly obeying the will of his Heavenly Father. Scripture puts us in one of two 

camps. We are either in Christ, marked by his righteousness, or we are in Adam, marred by his 

disobedience and rebellion. At one time, we were all represented by Adam. Now, we have a better 

representative, Jesus, who in every way was obedient to His Father, defying Satan, obedient where 

Adam failed. By faith, Jesus' perfect obedience and righteousness are credited to us by our union with 

him.  

However, this bout in the desert is only round one. If Satan can't woo Jesus, then he will destroy him. 

Indeed, he must have believed he succeeded because on the cross, Jesus died, and who can overcome 

death? Even Jesus himself, with his final breath, utters " It is finished" but finished for who? For three 

days, Satan had thought he had won the bout, but on that third day, the tables turned. Christ rose from 

the grave, defying death, defeating sin, and declaring his victory over Satan. What does Christ’s 

resurrection mean for us? It means that Satan, try as he might, even to this day, to trip us up, to tempt us, 

to harm us, he schemes in vain because Christ has already won. The Apostle Paul writing to the church 

in Rome, says: 

" What shall we say of these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? … Who 

shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? … No, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us.  

Christ has dealt the knock-out punch. I love the way Protestant Reformer Martian Luther talks about 

this. He says: 

" When Satan comes knocking on the door of my heart and asks who lives here, the loving Lord Jesus 

answers the door and says Martin Luther used to live here, but he's moved out, and I live here now. 

Upon hearing this, Satan turns and leaves immediately." 

Why does he leave? He leaves because he has already lost. It is true that Satan will not stop trying to 

gain a foothold in our lives, but his power is nothing compared to the power of Christ in his people. So, 

we must ask ourselves, when Satan comes knocking, who will answer the door of your heart? Are we 

convinced that in times of hardship, when pressure mounts, and when temptations rise, we have a God 

who is for us? Who loved us in Christ to the very end? 
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I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like 

mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

Isaiah 44:22 

  

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

NO Trustee Mtg  

 

Labor Day 

 9:00 Art Class 

Mid-Week 

Growth Group 

   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

Grandparents Day 

Patriot Day 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session Mtg 

Mid-Week 

Growth Group 

FAIR 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 

Mid-Week 

Growth Group Autumn Begins 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30  

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 

Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
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1 James Parmer 

   Jason Parmer 

2 Richard Harvey Sr. 

  Arienne Wrigley 

4 Una Todd 

5 Tyler McCardell  

8 Jordan Reyburn Jr. 

  Robert Slodki 

9 Jean Williams 

12 Jesse Holmes 

14  Kenny Beiler 

16 Jimmie Ann Graver 

18 Vicki Jackson 

20 Holly Reyburn 

Anna Reyburn 

21 Carl Weicksel 

23 Jared Kent Scotten 

24 Sabrina Miller 

25 Jeffrey Jackson Jr. 

Andrea Dougherty 

26 Judy Phillips 

30 Julia Wade 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

September 4th – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 

Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

 

September 11th – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14:1-7; 

1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 

September 18th – 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; 

1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

 

September 25th – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 

1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 

 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
Chicken Rice-A-Roni, Granola Bars, Boxed Instant 

Oatmeal Individual Packs, Canned Fruit (any 

variety)-29 Oz., Ramen Noodles, Instant Mashed 

Potato Pouches, Pork & Beans 16 Oz, Tuna 

Helper, Pancake Syrup, Cooking Oil, Mac & 

Cheese boxed, Size 5 or 6 Diapers, Nissan Cup 

Noodles, Individual Pancake Pouches, Applesauce 

24 oz. Jar, Snack pack pudding or Jell-O, Misc. 

Individual Packs Snack Crackers, Baby Wipes, 

Snack Pack Applesauce, Tuna 

 

 

 

Solanco Fair  
Sept. 14-16 
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