
  
 

 

JESUS’ MODEL FOR MINISTRY 

Look around, and you'll find all sorts of ministry models for churches, from 

traditional to contemporary to seeker friendly. Mega-church, multi-site; small 

church, to micro-church, all the way down to home-churches and missional 

communities. Which one is right? Well, that depends. What's your context? 

Who are you trying to reach with the gospel? Where is your church located? 

What's the demographic of your community? When we talk about ministry 

models, it doesn't take long before you're swimming in questions like these. 

Let's start with a more fundamental question How did Jesus do ministry? We 

can easily get caught up in models and structures for how we " do" church, but 

if we're unclear on the message and mission of the gospel, then we become 

like a boat without a rudder. We lose our direction and travel wherever the 

popular church currents of the day take us.  

 

This month as we look at Mark's gospel, we will consider Jesus' model for 

ministry. We'll see that Jesus' ministry centered on a single message with a 

simple method for sharing that message.  

 

Look at Mark 1:14-15. 

 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

After battling Satan in the wilderness, Jesus enters the region of Galilee, and 

he doesn't waste any time getting to work. His mission, " proclaiming the 

gospel of God." The gospel that Jesus preached can be none other than the 

gospel Mark has already told up about in 1:1. This is the gospel of the Son of 

God. Jesus had come preaching the good news regarding himself! 
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This is a significant time in Jesus' ministry. We know from experience how important some moments 

are, special family memories, and personal milestones. They stand out vividly in the story of our lives. 

Here Jesus tells us to pay attention to this time. This is an important time. This is the fulfillment of time, 

the fulfillment of God's promise, and the affirmation of God's faithfulness. This is the proclamation of 

the good news of the Son of God, the Savior of the world, who brings with him the Kingdom of God! 

How are people supposed to respond to this news? Jesus doesn't leave us guessing. He tells us what a 

proper response looks like by giving two commands; repent and believe.  

Repent means changing one's mind, doing a U-turn, and heading in another direction. The Scriptures 

fundamentally give us two roads we can travel. The narrow road that leads to life or the broad road that 

leads to death. We walk the narrow road by giving ourselves to Christ and walking in faith and 

obedience to God. We travel the broad road when we say no to God and yes to ourselves, living our 

way, not God's way. It's a road marked by sin and rebellion.  

Jesus calls his hearers to repent, turn from the broad road, and walk the narrow path that leads to life. 

We need to see that there are only two roads here. If we turn to anyone or anything other than Jesus to 

find purpose, identity, or salvation, we remain on that wide road to death. This is what the Bible calls 

idolatry, worshiping the wrong things. Only in Christ do we rightly find our purpose, as one who was 

made to be in relationships with God, to bring glory to God and enjoy him forever. Only in Christ do we 

rightly see who we are, sons and daughters of the living God. Jesus alone brings us into the family. Only 

in Christ do we receive the promise of eternal life. In Christ, we are set free from the chains of sin and 

death through his death and resurrection.  

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the good news about his arrival. He came preaching the good news 

about his kingdom that had arrived. And he came preaching how you and I can enter that kingdom by 

surrendering our lives to him, turning from our sin, and trusting in him as our King.  

So, how did Jesus communicate this good news? There was no Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, or 

anything like that. He essentially when door to door, or being in Galilee, boat to boat with his message 

calling people to come and follow him. Look at Mark 1:16-20. 

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net 

into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you 

become fishers of men." 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a 

little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John, his brother, who were in their boat mending 

the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

servants and followed him. 

 THE METHOD 

You might know the name, Rube Goldberg. He was an American cartoonist, sculptor, author, engineer, 

and inventor best known for his comic strips depicting complicated gadgets performing simple tasks in 

indirect, convoluted ways. While these machines are often entertaining to watch, they are not very useful 

or efficient. 

Jesus' method reminds us that gospel ministry doesn't need to be complicated to be effective. Notice first 

that Jesus meets people where they are. Mark will repeatedly point out that Jesus is always on the move. 

Here is no different as he engages Simon, Andrew, James, and John on their "turf," meeting them by the 

sea. Christians must be mindful as they share the gospel with unbelievers that they're not creating 

unnecessary barriers to Jesus. We can quickly adopt an attitude that says, " If you're going to be a 

Christian, you need to… dress the right way, talk the right way, say and do the right things, listen to the 

right kind of music, read the right type of books, watch the right kind of shows and movies, have the 

right type of hobbies, and stop all those bad habits!"                                                  (Continued on Page 3)  

 



  
 

Let's take a page from Jesus' book and keep it simple when presenting the gospel. Repent from your sin 

and yourself. Turn and believe in the good news of Jesus, the Savior, and the King. Finally, follow him! 

  

Jesus' method for ministry is remarkably simplistic. His direction, " follow me" or literally " come after, 

" was a call for Simon and Andrew, James, and John to follow in his footsteps to apprentice under him. 

 

It was typical for Rabbis in Jesus' day to gather disciples or, better yet, apprentices. These apprentices 

would follow their teachers around 24/7. They would live life together, with the goal that these 

apprentices would become like their teachers, learning their teachings, and adopting their way of life. 

 

An old rabbinic prayer said over these apprentices that went something like " May you be covered with 

the dust of your Rabbi." The idea was that the apprentice would follow so closely to their Rabbi when 

they traveled the dusty roads of the ancient Middle East that by the end of the day, they would be 

covered with dust.  

 

Jesus' words seem so simple, "follow me," but these are words easier said than done, for we come to find 

that following Jesus means giving up everything, denying ourselves, and bearing our cross. This is the 

life modeled to us by our Lord and leaves us to consider two points. Have we taken a close look at our 

life lately to think whether we are covered with the dust of our Rabbi? Is our life looking more and more 

like Jesus' life, a life filled and led by the Spirit of grace? Are we living a life of self-denial and cross-

bearing? Two, Jesus tells his disciples that he will teach them to be "fishers of men." How about you? 

Are you fishing or sitting on the dock? As we apprentice under Jesus, our hearts should beat along with 

his. He tells us that the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost. Do our hearts burn to see the lost 

know the living Christ? We don't need to overcomplicate things when it comes to gospel ministry. Jesus 

gives us a simple model; repent, believe, and follow.  
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No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 
Romans 8:37 

   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer Service Worship  

 

World Communion Sunday 

7:00 Trustee Mtg  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 

1:00 Deacon Mtg. 

 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

MUM ORDERS DUE 

1:00 Bible Study 

 

Columbus Day 

 6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group  

7:00 Session Mtg 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

HOMECOMING 

 9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
   

30 31      

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  
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2 Samuel Stoner  

5 Thomas Nixon 

 Wendi Greenleaf    

6 Corrie Chase 

8 Mary Shoemaker 

9 Ken Roberts 

 Zoe Sweitzer 

10  Judy Greenleaf 

 Keith Oswald  

14 Amber Greenleaf Hudler  

16 Julia Shoemaker 

17 James Thompson  

 Christopher Scotten  

20 Miranda Miller 

 Betty Joan Vasco 

 Kevin Oswald 

25 Aiden Hastings 

27 Joseph Shaffer 

31 Matthew Wade 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

October 2nd – 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26; Psalm 137:1-9; 

2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

 

October 9th – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12;  

2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 16th – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104; 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

 

October 23rd – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65:1-13; 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 

October 30th – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144; 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
4 Pack Toilet Tissue, Granola Bars, Boxed 

Instant Oatmeal Individual Packs, Chef Boyardee 

Micro Cups, Facial Tissues, Individual Pancake 

Pouches, Boxed Cheesy Scalloped Potatoes, 

Saltine Crackers, Mayonnaise, Cooking Oil, Boxed 

Scalloped Potatoes, Size 5 or 6 Diapers, Nissan 

Cup Noodles, 8 Pack Cereal Breakfast Variety, 

Applesauce Snack Pack Size, Snack Pack Pudding, 

Jell-o or Fruit, Hi-C Juice Boxes, Baby Wipes 

 

 

 

Union will again be taking 

donations to end hunger 

through the Solanco Crop 

Walk. Donations are due on 

Sunday, October 16th. Please 

make checks payable to 

Union and mark that it’s for 

the “Crop Walk” 

 

 

GREETERS  
2    Jeremy & Carla Peterson 

9    Jeanne Stone 

16  Ken & Maryellen Graver 

23  Judy Greenleaf & Sandy Stewart 

30  (OPEN) 



  
 

 

Order Form for Mums 

Those who would like to give mums should complete this form and return it by Sunday, October 9th. 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________ 

                               I will pick-up mums Homecoming Sunday                       Give to Shut-In 

Mums are $4.00 each         Qty. ordered           x $4 each = $ _______         
Please make checks payable to: Union Presbyterian Church.   

Attach your check to this form and mail both to: 

Union Presbyterian Church, 5637 Street Road, Kirkwood, PA  17536 

You may give your check & order form to Judy Greenleaf. 

Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UNIONPRES.COM 


