
  
 

 

How Our Sins are Forgiven 
Mark 2 has one of the most iconic stories in the gospel. Jesus returns to 

Capernaum, enters a house, and begins to do what we so often find him 

doing in his ministry, preaching the gospel. But this is not the 

memorable part of the story. The fantastic scene comes in verse 3 when 

four men see that there is no way for them to get their paralyzed friend to 

Jesus because the crowd has barricaded Jesus in the home. So, they 

needed to resort to extreme measures. 

 

In Jesus' day, houses were single-story structures with flat roofs 

accessible by an outside staircase. The roof was used for working and 

sometimes for sleeping, so it was solid construction; wooden beams or 

branches were thatched with twine and layered with mud.  

 

Having no other way to Jesus, these four men "unroof the roof," as Mark 

writes, digging through the wood and mud to create an opening big 

enough to lower their paralyzed friend to the feet of Christ.  

 

To what lengths would we go to bring someone we love to Jesus? Do we 

believe Jesus is, first and foremost, who we all need? The faith of these 

four men stands out, and Christ acknowledges their display of faith by 

responding to the paralytic. " Son, your sins are forgiven." 

We might think, "that's a strange response, 'your sins are forgiven.'" 

Weren't these four hoping that Jesus would heal their friend's paralysis? 

Was Jesus mistaken? No, Jesus sees this man's need more clearly than 

anyone. Yes, he had a physical disability, but another, much more 

critical diagnosis. This man was a sinner; therefore, he was already dead 

in need of recitation. So, we would have to agree with Jesus in his 

diagnosis. Despite this man's physical hardships, his greatest enemy was 

his sin. And the same can be said for us. Jesus saw this paralyzed man 

was in need, and he sees the same need in us.    (Continued on Page 2)  
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We quickly find that some people have objections to what Jesus said. Jewish scribes watching 

Jesus were up in arms, thinking, "how can he say that!... He's a blasphemer! Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?" This is the big question of the passage. Who can forgive sins? The scribes 

are right; God can forgive sins, but what does that say about Jesus? 

Thinking about this, we must remember how Mark began his gospel. In chapter one, verse one, 

he writes, "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God." From the get-go, Mark 

makes the case that Jesus is God, and he sets out to prove that. This scene in chapter two reminds 

us that, yes, only God can forgive sins, but also that Jesus is God who came from heaven to earth 

to forgive sins through his work on the cross. This passage reminds us that faith in the Son of 

God is sufficient for us to find the forgiveness that we so desperately need.  

Jesus, aware of the scribes' outrage and skepticism, turns the question back to them about the 

paralyzed man "which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'rise, 

take up your bed and walk'? 

At face value, we would have to say that it is easier to say, "your sins are forgiven." Who can 

make a paralyzed man walk? To prove to these questioning scribes that he truly is God in the 

flesh, with the authority to forgive sins, he turns to the paralytic and says, "rise, pick up your bed 

and go home." Which is precisely what he does! If Jesus has the authority to accomplish this 

extraordinary miracle, then it should prove to us that he has the authority to forgive all our sins. 

How are sins forgiven? How are we made right with God? How do we receive new life the way 

this paralyzed man received new life? - By coming to Jesus in faith. He is able, and he will do it. 

As an old hymn says: 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 

Freely bestowed on all who believe! 

All who are longing to see His face, 

Will you this moment His grace receive? 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 

Grace that is greater than all our sin! 

As recipients of such marvelous grace, we should have the same reaction the crowd had in 

Capernaum that day, amazement that leads us to glory in God, for we have never seen anyone 

like Christ!  



  
 

What a beautiful gift of quilts that will bring 

warmth and smiles to those who receive them. 

They will be a blessing that will brighten their 

day when they receive them. Thank you so 

much for this wonderful gift.  

~ Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry 

We would like to thank the members of Union 

Church for their prayers, cards, and phone 

calls since the loss of our family members. 

In God’s Love, 

Harold & Joan Probst 



  
 

 

 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount  

all of your wonderful deeds.  
Psalm 9:1 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  

All Saints’ Day 

6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
1:00 Deacon Mtg 

 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer Service Worship  

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

NO Trustee Mtg  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group  

 

 

   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 

7:00 Session Mtg 

   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 

Thanksgiving 

  

27 28 29 30    

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

Advent Begins 
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1 Charlotte Stoner 

2 Richard Stoner 

3 Casey McCardell  

4 Ray Wallace 

5 Michael Whiteside 

 Bill Bard (Jr.) 

 Gregory Nixon 

 James Nixon 

6 Lois Rineer  

 Evan Hastings 

8 Judy Beiler   

 James Daughton II 

9 Andrea Nixon 

 Richard Hastings   

 Tom Chase 

 Mick Chase 

10 Sharon Noonan 

 Joyce Gunzenhauser 

 Mary Denise Slodki 

16 William Jackson, Jr. 

19 James Martin 

22 Brian Wade 

23 Matthew Sheaffer 

28 Thomas McCardell 

30 Laura Greenleaf 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

November 6th – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; 

Psalm 98:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17;  

Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 13th – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; 

Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 20th – Christ the King Sunday 

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79;  

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

 

November 27th – First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-9; 

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

 

 

 

 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
December Food Bank – Items aren’t available yet, but 

below is the list for Thanksgiving meal needs. 

 

(**please bring items to food bank by Monday, 

November 14th) 

 

Turkey (10-12 lb) OR gift card to Giant 

Stuffing    Yams or fresh potatoes  

Green beans (2)   Margarine or Butter  

Cream of mushroom soup Rolls  

French Fried Onions  Gravy Packets (2)  

Cranberry sauce (whole berry)- (1-2 cans)  

Canned Pumpkin    Canned pineapple (small)  

Cream Cheese Block   Powdered sugar  

  

If donating perishable items, please make sure they are 

dated past Thanksgiving Day (11/24/22). 

 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

DECEMBER 

 

3rd 9am Hanging of Greens 

18th Communion 

18th 6:30pm Organ Concert 

24th 7pm Christmas Eve Service 

GREETERS  
6    Jeremy & Carla Peterson 

13  (Open) 

20  (Open) 

27  Judy Greenleaf & Sandy Stewart 



  
 

 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UNIONPRES.COM 

         Union Post Office 

The post office at Union Church will 
operate for the Christmas Holiday 
Season.  Christmas Cards will be 
delivered to anyone who attends 

church.  Please place the cards in the 
box in the lobby.  Please have first 

and last name on the envelope.  
December 4th will be the last day to 

bring cards.  The sooner cards are 
deposited the better!  If you have any 

questions, please ask Arlene or 
Donald Hastings 529-2495. 

 

ADVENT CHOIR NEEDS 

The choir will be performing for 

Advent during the morning service 

on December 11. Rehearsals will be 

at 7 pm on Tuesday November 22nd 

and Thursdays December 1st and 8th. 

If you can make a joyful noise, we 

would be grateful to have you. Any 

questions please contact Ray Wallace 

@ 717-951-9371 

 

 


