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When I was at Zook Molasses I was in charge of all the job interviews.  When I 

started, I was given a standard list of questions to ask candidates and “Are you a 

people person?” was at the top of the list.  The problem was that everyone asks 

that question, so the candidates were always ready for it with a stock answer – 

YES!  NO ONE is going to admit that they don’t like people in an interview 

setting. 

  

So, I had to come up with other questions that would give me the same 

information like: 

Would you rather live in a cabin in the woods or in a bustling city? 

Do you enjoy working by yourself or as part of a team? 

 

The problem was that even with those types of questions people will generally try 

to answer in whatever way they think will help them get the job.  It wasn’t really 

until they got out onto the production floor, when the “rubber met the road” if you 

will, that we truly found out whether or not someone actually valued other people. 

And the same is true for churches as well.  Many say that they value people and 

relationships, but its’ not until you are with them that you can tell if they actually 

do.  Let’s face it, many churches only value people who look, act, talk, and think 

exactly like they do. 

 The Scriptures give us a number of truths about how we are to view our relationships.  The first is that all people 

were created in the image of God. 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them. ~ Genesis 1:27 

 

We were made to resemble God mentally, morally, and socially. For example, we can reason and choose, which 

is a reflection of God’s intellect and freedom.  Adam was created in righteousness and perfect innocence, which 

is a reflection of God’s holiness.   Even though sin has corrupted man irrevocably, our moral conscious is a trace 

of this original state.   And we were made for fellowship, reflecting God’s triune nature and His love.  Every 

time someone makes a friend, chats with a neighbor, or gets married, they are demonstrating the fact that we are 

made in God’s image.  And so it is because of this truth that every person we meet is due a certain amount of 

respect, even if we disagree with them. 

 Secondly, we were created for relationships. 

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him. ~Genesis 2:18  

God’s design has always been for us to be in relationships with others.  This is not an option for the 

believer…God expects it.  We do not have the option of saying “No” to caring for others. 

 So how do we live out these truths?   We must first seek to understand. 
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A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. ~Proverbs 17:27 

We live in a “quick to judge” culture.  There isn’t anyone guiltier of that than me.  We are quick to judge 

situations, people, and motives.  We are quick to dismiss ideas and opinions and the people that make 

them.  We are quick to write people of as unredeemable.  We are quick to judge people because of the color of 

their skin, their political affiliation, their social status, the clothes they wear and the profession they’ve 

chosen.  We are quick to judge people according to their faith, what denomination they belong to, and even 

what church they attend. 

  

As believers, and as a church, we must always seek first to understand…to gather context…and to choose to 

believe the best in people until proven otherwise.  

  

Once we have taken the time and effort to understand, then we need to show love. We show love to others by 

being patient with them, by being kind to them, by respecting them, and by not being easily angered with 

them.  1 Corinthians 13 is the famous “love” chapter in the Bible.  You may have had it read at your 

wedding.  It’s a wonderful passage about the need for love, but we do need to note what this passage does not 

say.  It does not say that love always condones people’s actions.  It does not say that love always says “yes” 

and agrees with someone. It does not say that love never corrects and only affirms. Parents, you know that 

sometimes the most loving thing that you can do for your child is to tell them “no,” or to point out what they 

are doing is wrong. 

  

But we must always do that in love.  That isn’t easy.  We must strive to disagree without being disagreeable. 

We must remember that we can’t change anyone…only God can. 

  

Finally (and God’s Word is clear on this), we are to help others.  It’s not an option. 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. ~Philippians 2:3-4 

 

Now, I want to reiterate two points about this that I mentioned a few weeks ago in a sermon.  God does not 

expect us to meet needs that we aren’t able to meet nor does God expect us to meet the needs that we aren’t 

aware of.  But if we are aware, and we are able, then God expects us to help. 

  

How is any of this possible?  How can God expect any of us to be this caring and this patient and this loving? 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control.  Against such things there is no law. ~Galatians 5:22-23 

  

When we yield control of our lives over to the Holy Spirit, He gives everything we need to care about 

people!  Let me explain how all of this works out in my life.  Left to my own devices, I’m a pretty selfish guy 

who values his spare time.  I’m also just a wee bit lazy…I can check out of life to watch a ball game or spend 

time on the internet pretty easily.  And if I’m battling the Holy Spirit for control of my life then being caring 

and kind is definitely an issue.  BUT, when I yield control back over to the Holy Spirit…these fruits of the 

Spirit can become abundant. 

  

Here’s the deal…I have to actively work at yielding control.  Now perhaps you don’t, and if that is the case, 

please give God praise for that.  But it’s a struggle for me…and I’m guessing I’m not alone in that.  Let’s 

commit, as individuals and as a church, to allowing the Holy Spirit to lead in every area of our life, including 

how we view our relationships. 



             

  

SESSION HAPPENINGS 

 

 The session met on March 9, 2022 for the regular monthly meeting. The meeting was called to order and 

opening prayer given by acting moderator, Rev. Tom Milligan of Little Britain Presbyterian Church. It was 

noted that after kindly serving as our moderator for two years that this might be his next to last meeting if our 

pastoral candidate Jeremy Peterson is approved. 

 The first item on the agenda was to meet with candidate Peterson. He is an assistant minister at Kennett 

Square (EPC) Presbyterian Church. The head minister there is Rev. Andrew Smith who served as our mentor in 

the process of switching from PCUSA to EPC. Links have been made available to Union members so they can 

listen to past sermons he has given. After Jeremy talked about his past history and his statement of faith and the 

path he foresaw for Union, several session members asked him questions about himself, his family and his “fit” 

with Union.  The session then voted unanimously to recommend he be presented to the congregation as pastoral 

candidate at a service on March 27, to be immediately followed by a congregational meeting and vote. It was 

decided that he would like at least a 2/3 favorable vote to accept the position. 

 The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and the treasurers report also accepted. It was 

reported that central air conditioning was installed in the manse by Leon Landis at a cost of $12,000.    Haller 

Co. is proceeding with the extensive HVAC project.  We were fortunate to get this project booked and started 

last fall.  Prices have increased 25% and many components are back ordered for new projects.  We have been 

able to get everything we needed and work has progressed to the point that they can finish in one week between 

the heating and cooling seasons while avoiding affecting several key dates we have coming up.  We are also 

examining replacing the 70-year-old roof on the manse that is in need of repair.  We were able to purchase the 

heating oil needed for the rest of the year for $3.36.  It is now more than a dollar higher.  The new HVAC 

system will reduce our oil use by 2/3. 

 The worship committee reported that Pastor Phillips will continue to preach until May 15th. If Jeremy 

Peterson is approved, he will begin the following week. Rev. Milligan of LBPC invited Union to participate in 

a Good Friday Tenebrae Service there.  The session accepted and that will serve as our Good Friday service at 

7PM, Friday, April 15th at Little Britain. 

 The session voted to loosen Covid restrictions including standing to sing and removing the alternate pew 

seating.  Depending on how conditions continue, we will review other procedures we instituted for safety 

reasons including communion, collections and service items. 

 The session voted to solicit donations from the congregation to aid humanitarian efforts for Ukraine for 

2 weeks. The session will decide to supplement the funds collected and also the best places to send them by 

next meeting.  It was noted that we had given $5000 to the Kentucky hurricane victims and that the 

congregation is very giving. 

 The meeting adjourned with prayer by Rev. Milligan for the church congregation, the pastoral process 

we are in and for several people undergoing health problems. 

MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for March:  $15,086              March Expenses:  $15,881 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers: $254 
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UNION WELCOMES JEREMY PETERSON & FAMILY 

~ QUILT DEDICATION SUNDAY ~  

HE HAS RISEN! 

HE HAS RISEN 
INDEED! 



 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Elaine Swinehart 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 
 9:00 Art Class 

 
1:00 Deacon Mtg. 

National Day of 

Prayer 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Mother’s Day 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session Mtg. 

 

   

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

BLANKET SUNDAY 

Appreciation luncheon for 
Scott Phillips  

  9:00 Art Class 

 
   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Bill Cliff 

Jeremy Peterson is installed 
as Union’s 1st EPC Pastor. 

  9:00 Art Class 

 

Ascension Day 

  

29 30 31     
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Jeremy Peterson 

Memorial Day 
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FOOD BANK 
 

 
Baby wipes, Salad or Canola oil, Nissan Cup Noodles, Lance Snack 

Crackers, Rice Krispy treats, Loaves of bread, 8 individual pack 

Cereal, Snack bars, Tomato sauce-15 Oz., Applesauce snack pack  

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 
May 1st   

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; 

Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19  
 

May 8th  

4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
 

May 15th  

5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148:1-14; 

Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

May 22nd  

6th Sunday of Easter  

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67:1-7; 

Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5; 

John 14:23-29; l John 5:1-9 
 

May 29th  

7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97:1-12; 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; 

John 17:20-26 

Dear Union Church Family, I would like to say 

thank you for all the prayers, cards and 

telephone calls I received as I am recuperating 

from hip replacement surgery.  A special thank 

you to Scott Phillips for his hospital visit and to 

Judy Greenleaf for her visit with a special plant. 

Again, I say thank you as everything was 

appreciated. ~ Pat McCardell 

1 Jeanne Hanley 

  Lee Ferguson   

 Laura Beth Pyle 

 Hazel Shoemaker 

5 Kathy Croyle  

6  Christine Pickel 

 Kevin Graver 

9 Justine Weber 

10 Paul Shivery, Jr. 

11 Dana Nixon 

 Diane Shoemaker 

12 Emily Rose Harrington 

 Jacqueline Miller 

13 Willem Greer 

 Gerald Phillips 

 Riley McCardell 

 Kenna Mullins 

 Janet Supplee 

16 Rachel deVitry 

18 Giselle Wallace 

 Pat DiPaola 

22 Daryl Supplee, Jr. 

23 Carolyn Sacks 

24 Ronald Scotten 

25 Ken Miller, Jr. 

28 Edna Yarnall 

 Joan Whiteside 

30 Jeffrey Jackson Sr. 

Larry Ray 

                Hazel Shoemaker will be 104 on May 1st.  
                   If you would like to send her a birthday  

                  card, her address is QPRC T-009, 625  
                   Robert Fulton Hwy., Quarryville, PA 17566  

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Edna Chase Yarnell will be 99 years old May 28th. If you would like to 
send her a birthday card, her address is 134 Spruce Grove Road, 

Kirkwood, PA 17536 

Dear ladies of the church. Thank you for serving the lovely 
luncheon at my Mom’s Celebration of Life service. It was a blessed 

time to share memories and reconnect with old friends. For all 
service we give thanks. ~Elaine Swinehart & The Harmons  
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Union Presbyterian Yard Sale ~ Friday, July 15th and Saturday, July 16th 7:00am to 1:00pm 

Keep cleaning out those closets and rooms? Save your unwanted items to become someone else's 

treasures.  If you cannot save your unwanted items at your home, you can drop them off in the old kitchen 

of the church, starting in May.  The reason we are waiting for dropping items off till May is because the 

heating guys need access in the rooms till then!!  Please keep in mind these dates for dropping off items 

and for helping to price items: 

Tuesdays, July 5th and 12th   7:00 to12:00 

Thursdays, July 7th and 14th   7:00 to 12:00 

Saturdays, July 2nd and 9th  7:00 to 12:00 

Helpers will be at the church on these dates to get ready for the yard sale.  If you need any help with getting 

items to the church you can call Colleen Sheaffer at 717-529-2236.   

Please let Colleen know if you can help out on any of these days.  Thank you in advance for ALL your help 

with this big event! 

UPDATE ON UPC HVAC SYSTEM WORK 

    After several months of prep work, Haller Enterprises is ready to move to the next step in our HVAC 

upgrade. On April 19th, they turned off the steam boiler for the last time and started removing the 

sanctuary steam radiators.  This date was chosen because it was between the time when we need heat 

(hopefully) and need AC.  For several weeks we will be without either in the sanctuary. The downstairs 

of the original part and the new addition have already been completely converted over to the new 

systems.  If heat is badly needed on a Sunday, we can "cheat" some heat into the sanctuary from those 

sections.  The downstairs rooms can now be heated and cooled independently of the sanctuary.  Our oil 

bill should go WAY down. (The new part still uses some oil).  Our electric bill will go up some but the 

new systems are so efficient that the overall cost should be much lower.  Gone in the sanctuary will be 

the hissing radiators and creaking pipes and also the very loud fan noise from the AC fans.  The new 

units are only about 1/3 as loud. After Haller finishes, there will be some carpet and carpenter work 

getting done to fill holes where pipes formerly ran and units bolted to walls. Please be tolerant of 

this.  As PennDot says: "Temporary inconvenience, permanent improvement"! 

The manse gets a new roof. 

z 
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Church World Services sponsors a blanket drive every year. Each 

blanket costs only $10, but these blankets can be a vital resource for 

someone needing a little support, warmth and encouragement. You 

may do this by donating to Blanket Sunday on Sunday, May 15th or you 

may send a donation to the church marked "Blanket Sunday".  
 

BLANKET  
CALL 

Union’s generous congregation once again stepped up to aid 

people in need. Just as we did a few months ago to help the 

Kentucky tornado victims, a collection was taken to benefit 

the Ukraine war victims. The free will donations totaled 

$3,498. The UPW contributed $1,000 and the Session added 

$1,502 for a total of $6,000. The money was divided 

between the Ukraine Red Cross, The EPC Ukraine Mission 

and the Mennonite Disaster Services. 

UNION AIDS UKRAINE 


