
  
 

 

What’s INSIDE 

Dear Union, 

Today is Monday, May 23, 2022. I'm writing you this letter still reflecting on being 

installed as your new pastor. I thank God for the privilege of this new appointment. 

As part of my reflection, I thought it would be good to consider who we are as a local 

body of Christ. One author, Steve Timmis, calls the church: "A community of the 

Holy Spirit. A living community where things happen because God is at work. When 

our hearts are moved in worship when people are changed by God's word, when we 

turn to God in prayer, when we care for one another, when we act in selfless ways, 

and supremely when people are saved - all these are signs of the Spirit at work." 

There's a weightiness to this quote. God is here in this local Presbyterian church in 

Kirkwood, Pa. We're certainly not perfect, but God is at work, in us, and through us. 

We are a community where He is dwelling by his Spirit. We are the body of Christ!  

So, we might ask, as a community of the Spirit, what are we all about? In Acts 2:42-

47, Luke gives us some help with that question by laying out what life in a local 

church looks like; he says: 42 And they (the believers in Christ) devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 

the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple 

together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

The first thing Luke tells us is that we have a distinct identity as the church. The 

church constitutes the people of God, called by his grace, transformed by the person 

and work of Jesus. Suppose we look back at Peter's Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:14-

41. Peter lays out six distinct ways in which Jesus shapes his people. 

1. Through his life and ministry, Acts 2:22 - "Men of Israel, hear these words: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 

signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know..." 
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2. Through his death, Acts 2:23 - "this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men." 

3. Through his resurrection, Acts 2:24 - "God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not 

possible for him to be held by it." 

4. Through his exultation, Acts 2:33 - "Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and 

hearing." 

5. Through the salvation that is ours in Him, Acts 2:37-38 - "Now when they heard this they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?' 38 And Peter said to them, 

"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

6. Through his new community, Acts 2:41 - "So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about three thousand souls." 

Here at Union Presbyterian Church, our common life in the Spirit makes us a distinct community with a distinct 

identity as the people of God, who are shaped and transformed by the person and work of Jesus. But that's not 

all. We're Also a distinct community with distinct commitments. 

In 2000 cultural critic Neil Gabler wrote a book titled Life: The Movie. The tagline went like this: "The story of 

how our bottomless appetite for novelty, gossip, and melodrama has turned everything—news, politics, religion, 

high culture—into one vast public entertainment." Gabler explains how various forms of media become mirrors, 

reflecting our day's cultural values and commitments. If we wanted to put Gabler's theory to the test, we would 

only need to go as far as the grocery store and look at the magazines and tabloids occupying the checkout line. 

The headlines and articles posted on the cover are designed to appeal to our day's supposed values and 

commitments. 

What should we be committed to if the church is a distinct community with distinct commitments? Luke tells 

us. We're devoted to: 

The teaching of the apostles - As a community of the Holy Spirit, the church should have a deep love and 

commitment to the word of God. As disciples of Jesus, we are to be people who abide in his word. We should 

delight in the way God does surgery on our souls as we open the Scriptures, allowing Him to expose our thinking 

and motives, ultimately mending our hearts and minds so that they would more resemble that of Jesus. 

Fellowship - As a community of the Holy Spirit, the church is committed to one another. This commitment is 

one reason why church membership is important. Committing ourselves to a local body of believers encourages 

us in our walk with Christ and allows us better encourage others. As we commit ourselves to the body, we can 

better care for others and be cared for in our physical and spiritual needs. Fellowship in a local church means 

being a sacrificial community. We give our time, talents, and treasures to the glory of God and for the blessing of 

others. 

The breaking of bread and the prayers - As a community of the Holy Spirit, the church is committed to 

worship. There is some debate whether Luke talks about the Lord's Supper or simply sharing meals when he 

mentions breaking bread in verse 42. It seems likely, that in the early days of the church, "breaking bread" 

referred to both. After a meal, the church would take some of the bread and wine leftover and celebrate the Lord's 

Supper together. In the early church, and today, this meal preaches the Gospel to us. Every time we eat the bread 

and drink the cup, we are reminded of Christ's once for all sacrifice on the cross for sin. Each time we participate 
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in the Lord's Supper, we are simultaneously rooted and uprooted, rooted in Christ as he strengthens our faith 

through this meal by His Spirit. He builds us up as his body, witnesses for the Gospel in the here and now. Yet, at 

the same time, we are also uprooted in that this meal points us heavenward, to our forever home, when we will 

meet with Jesus around his heavenly banquet table. 

And such is the nature of our worship Sunday by Sunday, a picture of rootedness and uprootedness. As we gather 

to sing, pray, and hear from God in his word, our hearts and eyes are fixed on the glory and beauty of Jesus as we 

live for him in the week ahead but know that as we gather to worship each Lord's Day, we are also rehearsing for 

heaven; when the multitude that no one can count from every tribe, tongue, and nation will gather around the 

throne to worship our King. 

Here at Union Presbyterian Church, our common life in the Spirit makes us a distinct community with a distinct 

identity and distinct commitments. Lastly, let's consider how the church is to be distinct in her witness as a 

community of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes you might hear me use words like "gathered" and "scattered" when talking about church activity. We 

gather as the church for worship on Sunday, but we are scattered and sent out by God as missionaries to our 

community for much of the week. It is an important reminder that we never stop being the church even when we 

are scattered. Who we are and what we're about remains intact. We continue to live as a distinct community of 

the Holy Spirit to a watching world. 

As we seek to live out our identity in Christ and practice our distinct commitments, who we are and what we're 

about will seem weird to those watching, but that's alright; it doesn't mean that what they see isn't attractive. 

Sadly, we sometimes believe that what brings people to faith is flash and showmanship on the part of the church, 

that what we need are catchy programs and niche groups for everyone in the community. Indeed, we should 

pursue excellence in whatever we do, ministry or otherwise. Certainly, we should be thoughtful, intentional, and 

creative about how we minister to our church and community. But let's remember, God does not bring folks to 

saving faith because we're so clever and cutting edge. He brings people to faith by His Spirit working through the 

Gospel of Jesus. God's pattern in the Bible shows us that He's more than happy to work through people who seem 

small, weak, shy, and unqualified to accomplish his purposes. Even today, consider the tools he uses to build his 

church, the word of Jesus as it's preached and proclaimed, the sacraments, ordinary water, ordinary bread, 

ordinary wine (juice), and prayer. I think God delights to use these things partly because it reminds us that the 

power rests in Him to transform lives for his glory. "The church is a community of the Holy Spirit. It is a living 

community where things happen because God is at work." 

Now into our third century as a local body of believers here in Kirkwood, we can praise God for the ways He's 

been at work in this church for two hundred plus years. We can praise Him for the way He's at work in this 

church today, and we can praise Him and expect great things from Him as he works in and through this church 

by His Spirit into the future. What will God do in this church? What are his plans for Kirkwood, Quarryville, 

Oxford, Southern Lancaster, Chester Counties, and beyond? I don't know exactly. I know Jesus is growing his 

Kingdom. I know His church is at the center of His work and that He's charged us to know Him and make Him 

known, but we don't get the details. We follow by faith, knowing that at the end of this, Christ has already won 

the victory through the cross. With that assurance, we can look forward with anticipation and excitement to what 

the Lord might do here and now, in and through this community of his Spirit. 

For the fame of His name, 

Jeremy 
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 The session met on April 13th with Rev. Milligan of LBPC as acting moderator opening with 
prayer. Previous minutes were approved and the treasurers report was accepted.  The worship committee 
reported that Pastor Phillips will be with us until May 15th, 2022. The following Sunday will be our next 
pastor, Jeremy Peterson's installation and he will commence preaching May 29th.  We will be holding a 
“Thank You and Good Bye” luncheon following Scotts last service. 

 The session approved the request of Little Britain EPC for Union to join them for a Good Friday 
Tenebrae service.  Middle Octoraro was also invited. (The service was well attended by Union people who 
also sang in the joint choir and Ray Wallace and Gerry Phillips gave readings). 

 Permission was granted for several trustees to attend the Presbytery of the East meeting in VA. 
Plans are for session members Ray Wallace and Carol Oswald to attend and also Milt Whiteside, Kevin 
Oswald and Gerry Phillips. They will rent a van and probably leave and return on a Friday. They will 
advocate for Jeremy Patterson's approval as Union's first EPC pastor.  (Gerry Phillips gave an excellent 
advocation for Jeremy's approval and it was accepted) 

 Elaine Swinehart will preach on May 1st while Scott is away.  May 15th will be blanket Sunday. 
Tentative dates for Strawberry Social are Friday, June 3rd or 10th. 

 It was reported that Hallers HVAC conversion is about 90% done and the plan is for the final phase 
to be done during a 2-week period where heat or air conditioning won't be needed as neither will be 
available. It is proposed to be done around the last week of April and first week of May. Following that 
there will be several weeks to repair holes in carpet, ceilings and woodwork where steam pipes and 
radiators were removed. 

 There have been mechanical problems with the kitchen dishwasher and the elevator. We are 
working through solutions. Both items are old enough that repair parts can be very difficult to find, and/or 
are very expensive. 

 We completed a review of the church roll and brought it up to date as required frequently by EPC.  
We collected and donated $6000 dollars to the Ukraine humanitarian effort. The funds were divided 
among the Mennonite Disaster Service, The Ukrainian Red Cross and the EPC efforts in Ukraine. 

 Rev. Milligan closed the meeting with prayer for Arlene Hastings, Kirk Ferguson, Lisa Kipthorn, 
Jeremy Peterson, Ukraine and safe travel to the Presbytery meeting. 

 

 

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for April:  $10,772           April Expenses:  $ 12,820 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers: $82 
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REV. JEREMY PETERSON & FAMILY 

 
 Jeremy grew up in the Kennett Square area, graduating from 

Unionville High School in 2007. He completed his 

undergraduate studies at the University of Phoenix and 

received a Master of Divinity degree from Cairn University 

School of Divinity, in 2020. Jeremy has a passion for studying 

and teaching God’s word, and his desire is to see people know 

and grow in Christ. 

Jeremy and his wife Carla live in West Grove, Pennsylvania 

with their two children Penelope (5) and Jasper (3). They 

enjoy spending time together any way they can, usually 

spending time outside when at all possible. In his spare time 

Jeremy enjoys cooking, reading, mountain biking, and 

spending time with friends and family. 

 

~ Union Presbyterian Yard Sale ~  

Friday, July 15th and Saturday, July 16th 7:00am to 1:00pm 

Keep cleaning out those closets and rooms! Save your unwanted items to become someone 

else's treasures.  If you cannot save your unwanted items at your home, you can drop them off 

in the old kitchen of the church, starting in late May.  The reason we are waiting for dropping 

items off till May is because the heating guys need access in the rooms till then!!  Please keep 

in mind these dates for dropping off items and for helping to price items: 

Tuesdays, July 5th and 12th   7:00 to12:00 

Thursdays, July 7th and 14th   7:00 to 12:00 

Saturdays, July 2nd and 9th  7:00 to 12:00 

Helpers will be at the church on these dates to get ready for the yard sale.  If you need any 

help with getting items to the church you can call Colleen Sheaffer at 717-529-2236.   

Please let Colleen know if you can help out on any of these days.  Thank you in advance for ALL 

your help with this big event! 



  
 

 

 

He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not 

be shaken. ~ Psalm 62:6 

  

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

   9:00 Art Class 

 

1:00 Deacon Mtg. 

 

4-7pm Strawberry 

Social  
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

Pentecost 

7:00 Trustee Mtg  9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session Mtg. 

 

   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

Trinity Sunday 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 Flag Day 

9:00 Art Class 

 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

Father’s Day 

 

Summer Begins 

9:00 Art Class 

 

   

26 27 28 29 30   

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

COMMUNION 
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1 Sandra Reyburn  

2  Milton Whiteside, Jr. 

  Susan Hastings 

4 Jessica Jackson 

6 Vicki Greenleaf 

8 Sarah Kelley 

 Chase Carter Wade 

10 Shirley Winters  

  Susan Shoemaker  

11  Megan Adams 

 Sandy Hastings  

 Kelsie Stoner 

14 Justin Harrington  

16 Shawn Hastings 

 Tabatha Hastings 

17 Mark Wrigley 

 Alan Joseph (AJ) Miller 

18 Terry Slodki 

22 Louise Jackson 

24 Jeff Foulk 

27 Heather Mullins 

28 Drew Supplee 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

June 5th  - Day of Pentecost  

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;  

Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

 

June 12th – Trinity Sunday  

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8:1-9;  

Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

 

June 19th – 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-15a; Psalms 42 and 43;  

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 

 

June 26th – 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

THANK YOU 
Union Church Family, I want to thank everyone for the caring 

and love shown to Hazel Shoemaker on her 104th birthday. She 

really enjoyed seeing her family and friends at the drop-in and 

she appreciated all the cards and flowers. Time spent with 

others is very precious to her. ~Judy Phillips 

 

A great big thanks for all of you for praying for me, which 
brought me through the difficult medical days. Thank you 
especially for all the cards, delicious meals, and phone 
calls. How blessed to have a caring church family. Many, 
many thanks! God Bless. ~ Arlene Hastings 

 

Dear Friends, Thank you for the air plant delivered by Judy 

Greenleaf. Her visit was greatly appreciated along with your cards, 

phone calls, and prayers. ~ Trudy Bard 

 

Dear Union, Thank you for all your prayers and cards during 

my recent hospital stay and recovery. They are greatly 

appreciated. ~Holly Parmer 

 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
Baby wipes, Salad or Canola 

oil, Nissan Cup Noodles, 

Lance Snack Crackers, Rice 

Krispy treats, Loaves of 

bread, 8 individual pack 

Cereal, Snack bars, Tomato 

sauce-15 Oz., Applesauce 

snack pack  

 

 



  
 

 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 

 

Strawberry Social 

        If you like Strawberries, Ice cream, 
Cake. BBQ and a great variety of other 
items, mark June 3, 2018 at 4 pm. on your 
calendar. This activity is for you, all your 
friends, and people you don't know. Invite 
everyone you can think of and let's have a 
great time of fun and fellowship! Looking 
forward to meeting you there. 

 

4th of July 
Organ Concert 

We will be having a 4th of July  

Organ Concert again!  

It will be held Sunday evening  

July 3rd at 6:30PM. 

 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UNIONPRES.COM 


