
  
 

 

What’s INSIDE 

Dear Union, 

Have you ever wanted to be a fact-checker? According to LinkedIn, there are over 

1,000 jobs for fact-checkers in the United States. Surprising? Probably not. We live 

in a world littered with fake news accusations left and right. If anything, it reminds 

us that we long to know what is true, what we can believe, and what is real. 

Over the coming months, my newsletter articles will focus on the Gospel of Mark. 

Mark will claim that the story we're about to jump headfirst into is the gospel. It's not 

a biography. It's not a fairy tale. It's a proclamation. An EXTRA, EXTRA, READ 

ALL ABOUT IT!!! announcement of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, and his mission to save the world. 

Good reporting is only good so long as there's sound evidence to support the claims 

made. Mark claims that this passage we're about to look at is "The beginning of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God," and he challenges us as his readers to say 

"PROVE IT." Which is exactly what Mark does. Passage by passage, he provides 

evidence that Jesus is the Son of God, the long-awaited Savior of the world. Mark 

challenges us to examine that evidence to decide if what he's saying is trustworthy 

and assess how this claim of Jesus' person (divinity) and mission (to save the world) 

would impact our lives. 

Immediately after Mark's claim that Jesus is the Christ, the So of God he writes, "As 

it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness, and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all 

Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins." 

The big question Mark poses to us as readers in these opening verses is, "who are 

you looking for?" Mark references two Old Testament passages in verses 2-3. He 

attributes them both to Isaiah, but the first one (v. 2), comes from Malachi 3:1, and 

the second reference (v.3) comes from Isaiah 40:3. The Old Testament writers were 

looking for someone, but who exactly?                              (Continued on Page 2)  
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Mark uses these passages to show us that the Old Testament looks forward to a time when God would draw near 

to his creation, revealing himself to all peoples. God's people in the Old Testament held on to God's promise of a 

Messiah who would come from God to be their Savior. If you ask them, "Who are you looking for?" They'd say 

we're looking for God, we're looking for him to be faithful to his promises, we're looking for our rescuer."  

Then appears on the scene a shabby man who many might have confused for a crazed nomad wandering in from 

the desert, dressed in anything but the latest fashion wearing a camel's hair robe tied with a leather belt. He 

munched on grasshoppers with a wild honey glaze, his name was John, and he came to the people of Judea and 

Jerusalem preaching about sin and repentance and forgiveness and urging people to come and be baptized. 

Today, if we saw John and heard John speak, I wonder how we would respond to him? He's not exactly the most 

inviting figure. The way Mark describes him doesn't exactly make you want to run up and hug him. But what we 

read astounds us, "All the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins." But, why? Why were all these people flocking to this shaggy, 

camel-robed, grasshopper-eating desert nomad? Because they were looking for someone too. 

John's appearance shadows another figure in the Bible, the prophet Elijah. Elijah was God's prophet during some 

tough times. He butted heads with some terrible leaders in Israel. We read about his life from 1 Kings 17 – 2 

Kings 2. But Elijah and John had some shared characteristics; not only were they both prophets from God, but 

John looked like Elijah in the way he dressed and was recognized as this Elijah figure.  

In most Bibles, if you turn to the end of the OT Malachi 4, you will find a page that divides the Old Testament 

from the New printed on it reads "The New Testament." This page is a problem because it gives us this false 

sense of separation in our Bibles. God is the one divine author of the Bible, inspired by the Holy Spirit. It's a 

unified story that points us to Jesus; we should read it as such. 

Rip out that page dividing the Old and New Testament and read from Malachi 4 (" Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 

children and the hearts of children to their fathers.") Straight into the Gospel of Mark. Doing that, we see John 

the Baptist as the Elijah figure come to prepare the way for God, precisely as Malachi said.  

Repentance means to turn around, to turn from something to something else. Repentance is a recalibration of our 

hearts and affections that they would be calibrated to God's own heart. John came preaching a message of 

repentance to the people that they would prepare for the LORD by turning away from their sin, turning away 

from worshiping things that aren't God and turning themselves towards their Heavenly Father. And Mark tells us 

they came to John in droves confessing their sin, turning to God in repentance, and embracing the forgiveness 

that God alone can offer because they were looking for someone. They were looking for God. 

We need to put ourselves in John's sandals for a moment. How did John understand his mission, his baptism? In 

verse 8, he says, it’s just water, I baptize you with water. That's not to say that John's baptism was unnecessary or 

insignificant, but that he also anticipated something greater. John was also looking for someone.  

In one sense, the baptism offered by John was an outward sign that pointed the people to an inner need. Picture, a 

drinking glass. You take that drinking glass outside and fill it with mud. You dump out the dirt, take it inside, and 

meticulously wash only the outside of the cup; you never touch the inside. Is the glass clean? No, it's still dirty. 

This drinking glass can often be a picture of us. We tend to focus on the externals, if I can present the right 

image, if I can be the right kind of person, if I can check the morality boxes, if we can meet my expectations and 

other people's expectations, we think, I'm clean, that's what matters. But we forget we're muddy on the inside. 

(Continued on Page 3)  
 



  
 

What John understood that we often miss is that God has expectations too. Do you know what God expects? We 

love him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. God desires for us to love him with all of ourselves. John 

tells us in this passage that we can't love God with our hearts; they're muddy, dirty, and sinful. We need a heart 

baptism, an internal cleaning, that can only come from God. John was looking for the one who could give us the 

new heart we need to love God and live with God as we were created to do.  

The prophets were looking for God, the people were looking for God, John was looking for God, and in chapter 

1:9, God shows up…" In those days, Jesus came…." In those days, Jesus came as God in the flesh. He came to 

create in us clean hearts through faith in the good news of the Son of God, who would defeat sin by dying for 

sinners. Jesus gives us a new heart and a new life, by his Spirit, as a gift of grace for everyone who believes and 

follows him. What Jesus offers is not just salvation, but restoration. Through his atoning and redemptive work on 

the cross, he would make a new kind of people, God-loving people, a motley crue of sinners saved by grace who 

are adopted as God's own and redirected to live for his glory in all they do!  

So, here's the question, who are you looking for? What are you banking on? What directs the course of your life? 

Who has your heart? What do you love? As you think about these things, consider Jesus and the radical grace he 

holds out to you. Consider Jesus and the identity he gives you as a child of God. Consider Jesus and the hope of 

eternity he offers you. Only Jesus can offer these things, so who are you looking for? 

For the fame of His name, 

Jeremy 
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 The Session met on May 11, with Rev Thomas Milligan of LBPC as acting moderator. Scott 
Phillips was also present for his last meeting as interim pastor. Soon to be installed as Union's new pastor, 
Jeremy Peterson was also present. After Jeremy is installed, he will be the session moderator, so this was 
also Rev. Milligans final meeting.  The session offered thanks and praise to both of them for the 
outstanding jobs they had done helping Union get back on track following a long PCUSA separation, the 
minister leaving with some members, the entire session resigning, the gaining of   acceptance into EPC and 
finding a new pastor. We pray for an easier path to follow going forward. 

 The congregation generously contributed $3500 to the collection for Aid to Ukraine. The UPW 

added $1000 and the session added $1500, and the $6000 was divided: 3000 to the Ukraine Red Cross, 
2000 to the EPC fund for Ukraine and 1000 to the Mennonite Disaster Service. 

 Jeremy mentioned that he would like to bring some elements back into the worship service that had 
been paused for Covid safety reasons when possible. He would also like to slightly modify the service 
structure. He will present plans at the next meeting. Jeremy and the session discussed the requests for 
prayers and joys at the beginning of the service. It was agreed that many times the requests cannot be 
clearly heard, especially when unfamiliar names are given.  We will ask the congregation to try and meet 
with Jeremy right before the service, if possible, so that the names and concerns can be given to him and 
properly understood and clearly presented to the congregation. 

 This meeting, of course, also meant the culmination of the job of the pastor search committee. The 
committee has been meeting since November of 2019 and has read MANY resumes and interviewed 
and/or met with many candidates and made many phone calls and emails. The installation of Jeremy will 
permit the committee to be disbanded with sincere thanks for a hard job, well done. 

Several members of the committee will drive (did) to the EPC Presbytery of the East (POTE) meeting in 
Alexandria, VA where we will seek approval of Jeremy as Union's next (and first, EPC) pastor. 

 We are hoping to have a draft copy of the new Union pictorial directory finished soon to assist 
Jeremy in becoming familiar with Union faces.  Scott had to work with a 20-year-old version, but did quite 
well.  The session received minutes of the deacons’ meetings and read them into session minutes as 
required by EPC policy.  The trustees reported fixing rain gutters, spreading mulch and decorative stones 
around the new HVAC compressors and cleaning up the grounds. All of the HVAC work is nearing 
completion and the systems are all working. Only some small adjustments are being made. The session 
voted to put decorative fencing around the units where the lawn mowers throw grass and stones into the 
unit coils. There has already been a possible damage done, but it was repaired under warranty. The trustees 
also reported having repairs made to the dishwasher and the elevator. The elevator is an area of concern. 
We have been able to get it working more smoothly, but not as nice as we would like. The age makes it 
very difficult to get parts for and any further repairs may be very expensive. It is not a safety issue, but 
more of a comfort item. (bumpy ride) 

 Rev. Milligan closed the meeting with prayer for the Union congregation, sick members and friends 
and for Pastor Jeremy's success at Union. 

 

 

MAY FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for May: $12,792               May Expenses:  $15.585 

Sunday School Collection for the Glovers: $101 
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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. 
2 Corinthians 3:17 
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1 Michael Graver 

2  Dorothy Harvey 

 Robyn Ferguson 

  Kristin Fuller   

5 Daniel McCardell 

 Valerie Williams  

 Joseph Greer 

8 Karen Greer 

9 Joseph Jackson 

10 John Hastings 

12 Mary Lou Shaub  

13  Marcia Reed 

18 Matthew Adams 

 Barbara Pyle 

 Donna Greenleaf 

19 Brenda Wade 

22 Faye Pyle 

24 Jennifer Jackson 

 Ben Dougherty 

25 Roger Shaub 

27  Robert Greenleaf 

29 Sandra Graver 

31 Janet Cline 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

July 3rd  - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30:1-12;  

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

July 10th – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82:1-8;  

Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 

 

July 17th – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; 

Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42 

 

July 24th – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85:1-13; 

Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19); Luke 11:1-13 

 

July 31st – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43; 

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 

THANK YOU 
Dear Church Family & Deacons, 

Thank you for the plants, phone calls, traveling, and wonderful 

food. In times of trouble your many prayers and helps give me 

a strong spirit. Hoping I will be strong enough soon to be with 

you again. With Love, Carolyn Sacks 

 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
Baby wipes, Salad or Canola 

oil, Nissan Cup Noodles, 

Lance Snack Crackers, Rice 

Krispy treats, Loaves of 

bread, 8 individual pack 

Cereal, Snack bars, Tomato 

sauce-15 Oz., Applesauce 

snack pack  

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

for the annual 

Summer Picnic!! 

At the CHURCH on  

Sunday, July 24, 2022 
 

More Information to Come. 

 
 



  
 

 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UNIONPRES.COM 

~ Union Presbyterian Yard Sale ~  

Friday, July 15th and Saturday, July 16th 7:00am to 1:00pm 

Keep cleaning out those closets and rooms! Save your unwanted items to become someone else's 

treasures.  If you cannot save your unwanted items at your home, you can drop them off in the old 

kitchen of the church, starting in late May.  The reason we are waiting for dropping items off till May is 

because the heating guys need access in the rooms till then!!  Please keep in mind these dates for 

dropping off items and for helping to price items: 

Tuesdays, July 5th and 12th   7:00 to12:00  Thursdays, July 7th and 14th   7:00 to 12:00 

Saturdays, July 2nd and 9th   7:00 to 12:00 

Helpers will be at the church on these dates to get ready for the yard sale.  If you need any help with 

getting items to the church you can call Colleen Sheaffer at 717-529-2236.  Please let Colleen know if 

you can help out on any of these days.  Thank you in advance for ALL your help with this big event! 


