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COMFORT AT CHRISTMAS 

This month we will push pause on our walk-through of Mark's gospel because I 

want us to consider Advent and Christmas. It's only fitting considering "it's the 

most wonderful time of the year," according to Andy Williams. Is it, though? Is 

the Christmas season the most wonderful time of the year? You might think I'm 

blasphemous for even posing the question, but I imagine some of your ears 

perked up when I did. Why? Because sometimes, even as Christians, Christmas 

can be disappointing. Not disappointing in the way that a child might be 

disappointed because they didn't get the present they were hoping for, but 

disappointing because the joy of Christ's incarnation that we read about in the 

Scriptures does not resonate in our soul the way we expect or hope. This is not a 

matter of unbelief, doubt, or anything like that. No, it's the frustrating reality that 

what we believe the Scriptures say with all our hearts is not lining up with our 

lived experiences. 

 

Lauren Whitman is a faculty member at the Christian Counseling and Education 

Foundation, and in a recent article, she talks about this very thing, writing. 

INSIDE this 
Issue 

"'I was recently speaking to someone wrestling with that disconnect. She was in a season of suffering and 

said something along the lines of, "I am reading the Bible every day. It's where I'm turning. But when I 

come across promises of God's presence and his peace, it's so frustrating. That's not my experience at all—

just the opposite. God seems silent. Why don't his promises touch down in the places I really need them 

to?'" Whitman goes on to say, 

 

"My counselee's experience is a common one. Sometimes it's referred to as the distance between our head 

and our heart: we believe the right things about God (head), but we don't experience them to be true in our 

personal lives (heart)... We take God at his word but struggle to know how his truths make a difference in 

life lived. Most Christians feel this way at some point or another; it may be a fleeting struggle or one that 

stretches out over seasons of our lives. And like my counselee, we often feel frustrated by it. 

Understandably so." 

 

So, is Christmas the most wonderful time of the year? I suppose that depends. For some, it's a challenging 

season. But we should not think that we must cease to be human from Thanksgiving to New Year bottling 

up our emotions, frustrations, and worries to save face for the holidays. Life is messy, even at Christmas. 

But, at the same time, we should not downplay the fact that there is good news at Christmas time, even for  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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those who are frustrated and hurting. There's comfort to be found. Not, most of all, in the lights, or the gifts, 

or the parties, or in the lyrics of Andy Williams. Instead, there's comfort to be found in the manger. God 

says to us in Isaiah 40:1," Comfort, Comfort my people says your God." 

 

The opening part of Isaiah 40 is like the overture to a great musical composition. All the major themes that 

the prophet will develop in the coming chapters are first explored here. One of those most prominent 

themes is comfort. Comfort for God's covenant people who, at this time in their history, find themselves 

enslaved and ransacked by the world's superpowers. We might ask, where is the comfort in all that? 

But it's not their situation that brings them comfort. It's the LORD who is their comfort. God is faithful to 

his people. His covenant love is upon them forever. He comforts them so that they can rest in Him even in 

these dire conditions, knowing that their struggles will end, that their sins against God are forgiven, and 

that God will, again and again, be gracious to them. 

 

We would do well to take these words to heart this holiday season. The LORD God is the One who desires 

to comfort his people amid their afflictions. He sees what we are going through, and he is not far from us; 

in our mess, sorrows, and frustrations, his words to us are words of comfort. 

 

Isaiah goes on to write in verse 4 how God himself will remove every obstacle in his path to come to the 

aid of his people," Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough plain: But, he's not only clearing the path, God tells us he's 

leading the charge. God is personally leading the rescue mission to save his people." The glory of the 

LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together." 

 

The Lord does not sit ideally by while we wallow in pain. Instead, he draws near to us. Nothing will keep 

him from his children. You might object and say, "I see where the Bible says that, but I don't feel that God 

is close to me. I don't feel like he's here at all." That is a very real feeling, one that causes us to remember 

where we are, we are still journeying toward home. Paul writes to the Corinthian church, "We know that 

while we are at home in the body, we are away from the Lord." (2 Cor. 5:6). There is undoubtedly some 

feeling of separation between God and us because we are still in this world. But he reminds us that there is 

coming a day when our walk by faith and our walk by sight will become one and the same, when we will 

not have any separation from the Lord Jesus but instead look him in the eyes. 

 

As Lauren Whitman points out, "we have reason to be encouraged by this present struggle because the 

person who is identifying this experience takes their faith seriously. If they didn't, they wouldn't feel the 

distress of the disconnect. This experience can move us to hope for our promised future. Because it is a 

good thing to have that connection between what we believe and what we experience, we can expect it in 

the future. Because disconnect is suffering, we can safely anticipate that we will no longer experience it 

when we are (finally!) living in the new creation." 

 

But we are not there yet. So, where is our comfort for today and this Christmas season? Our comfort is 

found in the manger. The comfort Isaiah speaks of in his overture in chapter 40 swells to a new and higher 

key in the New Testament with the incarnation of Christ. For it's in Christ that the glory of the invisible 

God is revealed. Jesus comes in the flesh to rescue us from sin, untie to God through himself and comfort 

us with God's grace, mercy, and love now and forever more. This Christmas, we have comfort because we 

have a Savior. That doesn't mean we'll have a Hallmark Christmas, probably far from it, parts will be hard, 

and parts will be messy. But we remember that our comfort is found in the child in the manger who saves 

us from sin and brings us home to God. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

    1:00 Deacon Mtg 

7:00 Choir Practice 

 9:00am Hanging of 

Greens 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

4:30pm  Evening Prayer Service 

Worship  

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

 6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
7:00 Choir Practice   
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POINSETTIA ORDERS DUE 
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 1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 
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Growth Group 

7:00 Session Mtg 
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COMMUNION   
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9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

6:30 Organ Concert 

 

  

6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group  

Winter Begins 

  

7:00 Christmas Eve 

Service 

Christmas Eve 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Christmas Day 

  6:30 Mid-Week 

Growth Group 
  

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11 
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December 4th  

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10;  

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; 

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
 

December 11th  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; 

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

December 18th  

4th Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16; 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 25th  

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12);  

John 1:1-14 

CHRISTMAS DINNER                                 December list   
 
Ham or Ham Steaks, Sour cream (8 Oz.)                 Corn, Green Beans 
Packets of Turkey Gravy or jar, 1 Medium Onion                Tomato Soup  
Bag of reg. or baby carrots, Butter or Margarine                 Chicken Noodle Soup  
1 bag potatoes  or bag of frz Shredded Hash Browns         Kidney Beans, Mayonnaise          
1 bag shredded cheddar cheese (16 Oz.)    Canned Potatoes  
2 Small or 1 large chocolate pudding                             Misc beans (Navy/Black/Butter) 
Graham Cracker Crust or box of Graham Crackers              Tooth Paste, Cooking oil 
1 Cool whip or 1 can whipped cream             Unsweetened Applesauce (23 Oz jar) 

 

If donating perishable items, please make sure they are dated past Christmas day 

12/25/2022.  We will need the Christmas Dinner items at the Foodbank by 

12/16/2022. 
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2 Emily Hastings 

4 Nathaniel Wrigley 

 Janet Todd  

5 Patrick Graver 

 Chris Shoemaker   

7 John Noonan  

8 Mark Jackson 

 Kay Jackson 

 Adam Kelley 

12 Colleen Sheaffer 

14 Lois Ferguson   

15 William Sumner 

16 Holly Parmer 

17 Peter Lesley 

18 Robert Ambler  

20 Marsha Ferguson 

21 Gary Jackson, Jr. 

22 Jerry Eldreth 

Brian Michael Wade  

Jane Ferguson 

Timothy Slodki 

23 Kristen Hoak 

24 Mary Jo Ferguson 

25 Jesus 

Martin Greenleaf, Jr. 

26 Kayla Ferguson Bailey 

27 Angie Miller 

29 Timothy Kleinhans 

 

DECEMBER GREETERS 

 

 

  4 – Ken & Maryellen Graver 

11 – Larry & Colleen Sheaffer 

18 – Dan & Pat McCardell 

24 – (Still Available) 

25 – (Still Available) 

         Union Post Office 

The post office at Union Church will 
operate for the Christmas Holiday 
Season.  Christmas Cards will be 
delivered to anyone who attends 

church.  Please place the cards in the 
box in the lobby.  Please have first 

and last name on the envelope.  
December 4th will be the last day to 

bring cards.  The sooner cards are 
deposited the better!  If you have any 

questions, please ask Arlene or 
Donald Hastings 529-2495. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who called, 

sent cards, visited, and prayed for mom. She 

would have appreciated how much the 

community came together to celebrate her life. 

Thank you, 

Ken, Karen, Eileen & Pete 



  
 

Union Presbyterian Church 

5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE UNION PRESS DECEMBER 2022 

 Order Form for Poinsettias  

Those who would like to give poinsettias should complete this form and return it by Sunday, December 11th. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of ________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of _________________________________________________________________________ 

                           I will pick-up poinsettias Christmas Sunday                       Give to Shut-In 

Poinsettias are $6.00 each         Qty. ordered           x $6 each = $ _______         
Please make checks payable to: Union Presbyterian Church.   

Attach your check to this form and mail both to: 

Union Presbyterian Church, 5637 Street Road, Kirkwood, PA  17536 

You may give your check & order form to Judy Greenleaf. 


