
  
 

 

What’s INSIDE 

Dear Union Family, 

Every year one of the highlights of my summer is attending the EPC General 

Assembly (GA). I find this week to be a great time of encouragement, learning, and 

connecting with sisters and brothers from across our denomination as we participate 

in the work of the gospel. Ward EPC hosted this year's assembly in Northville, 

Michigan, a suburb of Detroit. I'm so thankful for you all allowing me to attend these 

meetings, and I want to use this month's Union article to share with you some of the 

highlights of the assembly. 

This year, the theme of the assembly was " RECHARGE," building upon Jesus' 

words in Acts 1:8 " But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth." Our leadership institutes, plenary speakers, and breakout 

sessions focused on the need for churches across the denomination to recharge their 

efforts on church health and evangelism.  

Things kicked off on Tuesday morning, June 21. I attend the EPC Leadership 

Institute led by Bob Stauffer (EPC Director of Church Health), Jimmy Scroggins 

(Lead Pastor of Family Church in West Palm Beach, Florida), and Todd Thomas 

(Campus Pastor of Family Church Sherbrooke in Lake Worth, Florida).  

One thing I hear a lot from folks in the local Church is " I know I'm supposed to 

share my faith and talk to people about Jesus, but I don't feel confident having those 

conversations. I don't know where to start, and I'm afraid I won't have all of the 

answers." I've been there; if you feel that way, you're not alone. Many churches 

across the denomination have shared the same sentiment. Keep in mind, most of the 

churches within the EPC look a lot like Union, with less than 75 in worship on a 

Sunday, many in rural communities, and many without the resource benefits of 

larger congregations. The EPC sees that and, in response, wants to provide tools 

churches can use to train people to evangelize their friends, family, and neighbors. 

Jimmy Scroggins and Steve Wright have written a book titled " Turning Everyday 

Conversations Into Gospel Conversations". In that book, Jimmy and Steve give us a 

tool for sharing the gospel with others called " Three Circles," and it looks 

something like this: 
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 Three circles begin with God's design. In the beginning, God created everything "good," and man and woman he 

made "very good." But, every man, woman, and child departed from God's good design through sinful rebellion, 

and sin led us into brokenness. We try every way possible to escape our brokenness, but we're helpless; we can't 

escape. Ultimately our relief from brokenness comes through repentance and faith. We must repent and believe 

in the gospel that Christ died in our place at the cross, took the penalty for our sins, was resurrected, and in turn, 

we are resurrected into new life when we turn and believe in him. By God's grace, we are rescued from 

brokenness and pursue his design for our lives. 

Jimmy and the team from Family Church are delighted to partner with the EPC and share this resource with us 

that our denomination would build greater confidence in living out the " E" of the EPC by evangelizing our 

communities.  

On Wednesday morning, we heard from Dr. Ed Stetzer. Dr. Stetzer serves as Dean of the School of Mission, 

Ministry, and Leadership at Wheaton College and serves as Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center. He 

has planted, revitalized, and pastored churches; and trained pastors and church planters on six continents. His talk 

addressed the EPC's strategic priority of " transformation." 

As part of our denomination's church health initiative, the EPC focuses on three key areas: evangelism, church 

health, and transitional pastoring. We hope that every one of the EPC's 630+ congregations will be an outpost of 

God's Kingdom, with every member viewing themselves as a missionary on a mission. Dr. Stetzer spoke to this 

initiative by challenging us to think missionally about how we engage our culture with the gospel.  

Here are a few things that stood out in Dr. Stetzer's presentation.  

After the events of the past two years, America (along with the rest of the world) is experiencing a cultural 

convulsion. Our country is experiencing distrust in our institutions, politics, and one another at levels never 

before seen. As a result, people are becoming more likely to sort themselves along the line of tribal ideologies. 

Those who think alike (who are deemed trustworthy) are banning together. This phenomenon is true for 

churches. As we've seen throughout our series in Philippians, Paul urges us as Christ followers to adopt the mind 

of Christ. Still, it appears Christians are adopting another "like-mindedness." It's not the mind of Christ we're 

assuming but rather a mindset where we want to hear more about the social issues of our day in a way that alines 

with our way of thinking. Over the last two years, the American Church has sorted itself into ideological bubbles. 
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Perhaps one reason for this "great sort," as Stetzer calls it, is a shallowness in our discipleship within the Church 

and a weak understanding of ecclesiology, our theology of the Church. According to Stetzer, this reorganization 

tells us that "obviously people are being far more discipled by their cable news choices today, and they're being 

spiritually shaped by their social media in far more powerful ways than they are by their congregational 

discipleship." Sunday morning is not enough to overcome the barraging influence of television and social media 

that we experience day after day after day. The more ways the Church can formally and informally encourage 

and sharpen one another through the word, fellowship, and prayer, the more equipped we will be to handle the 

non-essential differences that arise in the body and remain focused on the essentials of the gospel and Christ 

himself. I am once again reminded of the great quote by Don Carson: 

"What binds us together (as the Church) is not common education, common race, common income levels, 

common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. Christians 

come together because they have all been loved by Jesus himself. They are a band of natural enemies who love 

one another for Jesus' sake."  

What would it look like for a world that has been turned on its head in the last two years to encounter a church 

living out the missional, counter-cultural message of the Kingdom, knowing and showing the love of Jesus? 

Instead of the church bunkering down, perhaps this is the moment the Lord has called the Church to step out, 

declare the good news of the Kingdom, and love people who are deeply divided, terribly afraid, and looking for 

hope, with the love of Christ.  

Finally, let me briefly discuss a few business items voted on at this year's assembly. 

EPC NATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

The EPC National Leadership Team recommended that the 42nd General Assembly approve the establishment of 

a Moderator-appointed Ad Interim Committee to write a Pastoral Letter of Racial Lament and Hope. A 

moderator-appointed ad-interim committee means that our outgoing moderator Brad Strait (Cherry Creek EPC), 

would work to appoint a representative group of people to seek the mind of Christ and represent the EPC in this 

pastoral letter. This committee reports directly to the General Assembly; it would likely have a two-year lifespan 

and issue an interim report at next year's meeting in Colorado. A pastoral letter is an inward-facing document 

intended to provide biblical guidance to our pastors and churches on a particular issue so that they can faithfully 

minister to those struggling with that issue in their specific context. This pastoral letter will seek to provide 

biblical clarity on the issues of racial equity and injustice. The goal of this committee is to be faithful to the 

scriptures by addressing this subject biblically, irenically, and pastorally.  

The vote to accept the NLT's recommendation was approved by majority. 

EPC WORLD OUTREACH MASTER PLAN 

The EPC's mission is "to carry out the Great Commission of Jesus," World Outreach (WO) serves that mission by 

focusing on those with the least access to the gospel.  

The Revised WO Master Plan focuses on six core values: 

1. Love - love God with all our heart, should, mind, and strength; and love our neighbor as ourselves. 

2. Evangelism - to communicate and receive the Good News of the Kingdom 

3. Perseverance - to count the cost of proclaiming the gospel and be faithful to the end. 

4. Prayer - to depend on the Lord at every stage of the work. Show humility and obedience by aligning our 

hearts with Christ's own heart and abiding in him. 

5. Partnership - to take on the role God has for us in relationship with others called to the same mission, 

whatever their nationality or church membership. 

6. Access - to preach the gospel of Christ to those with the least access to it. 
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For World Outreach, Full-Cycle Church Planting is the process model they use to illustrate the way our programs, 

sending opportunities, and partnerships tie together in the mission of planting reproducing churches among those 

with the least access to the gospel. Some within the process model are engaged in direct church planting, while 

others are involved in the mobilizing, training up, and caring for those we send and partner with – each according to 

the unique giftings and callings God has given them. Regardless of the process, aligned with the EPC's mission, we 

endeavor toward this calling 

 

The vote to accept the updated WO Master Plan was unanimous. 

 

NOMINATION OF TE JOE KIM AS THE MODERATOR OF THE 43rd EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Finally, I’m happy to announce that the Presbytery of the East’s very own Joe Kim was nominated to be the 

moderator of next year’s General Assembly at Cherry Hills Community Church in Highland Ranch, Colorado. Joe, 

his wife Emii, and their two daughters Nora and Naomi are planting Hope Philly, a new church plant, in our 

presbytery. If you’ve been with us throughout the summer, we’ve been praying for Joe as the Lord uses him and his 

family to expand the Kingdom in Philadelphia. Being elected moderator of the General assembly is a tremendous 

honor for Joe as the first Asian American moderator in EPC history and our presbytery. Joe’s theological insight, 

wisdom, humor, and pastor’s heart will serve him well as he serves our denomination in this role. 

 

The Revised WO Master Plan will follow the following process and program for church planting: 

The vote to accept Joe Kim as Moderator Elect of the EPC was unanimous. 

 

This is just a snapshot of GA's activities this year. I, like many others, walked away encouraged (and exhausted). 

I pray you shared that sense of encouragement as you read this recap. If you would like to talk more about what's 

happening in the EPC at the national level, don't hesitate to reach out. We will send out a church-wide email with 

links to the talks given at this year's GA. I hope you're able to listen to them and find them instructive.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Jeremy 
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CONCERT 

 

 

 

Another Great  

YARD SALE! 
 

Raised $4,300 

Bake Sale to Benefit Mason 

Ellingsworth Raised $1,600 



  
 

 

 

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 
John 10:28 

 
 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7:00 Trustee Mtg  9:00 Art Class 

 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session Mtg 

   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 

 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 

 

   

28 29 30 31    

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

 

  9:00 Art Class 
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2 James Parmer Sr. 

3  Nancy Hastings 

4 Angela White 

  Sharon Adams 

6  Sarah Jane Mullins 

7 Yvonne Greenleaf 

8 Kitty Greenleaf 

9 Scott Shoemaker 

 Linda Brown 

 Ted Pyle Jr. 

12  Faye Wade 

13 Randy Adams 

17 Carol Oswald 

 Dylon Supplee 

 Anthony Isaiah Thomas 

20 Bryan Hastings 

22 Karen Lesley 

23 Dina Shoemaker  

25 William Noonan 

28 Christine Ambler 

30 William Ray 

 Eileen Scotten 

 Barry Bard 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

August 7th - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23; 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 14th – 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19;  

Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 

 

August 21st – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 

Hebrews 12:18-29; Gospel Luke 13:10-17 

 

August 28th – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

 

 

To enable our attendees to have more fellowship 

time together on Sundays, we are enhancing the 

“Time of Fellowship”! Starting June 3rd, come join us 

in the Cafe` at 9:30 for fellowship together before the 

Church service and enjoy a pastry and a cup of 

coffee.  

 

FOOD BANK 
Union is helping Solanco Neighborhood Ministries 

collect items until August 7th. You may put your 

donations in the Food Bank cart. Donate individual 

supplies or a completed backpack. 

Middle & High School: Boys/Girls book bags, 

Note/filler paper (1 pkg.), Highlighters, Folders, 

Note cards, Pencils, Pens, Erasers, Pencil 

sharpener, Binders, Notebooks, Pencil pouch 

Elementary: Boy/Girl book bags, Folders, 

Crayons, Pencils, Markers, Pens, Colored pencils, 

Pencil sharpener, Erasers, Pencil case, Glue sticks 

(2) or glue bottle (1), Scissors, Ruler 

Toiletries: Deodorant, Travel size (toothpaste, 

toothbrush, hand sanitizer, hand lotion), Tissue 

packs (small, for backpacks) 

 

 

 

Hospitality Team – We are 

looking for volunteers 

interested in being part of a 

hospitality team. This team 

would be responsible for 

greeting guests at the front 

door on a Sunday morning, 

making them feel welcomed, 

and answering any questions 

they might have. This team's 

second responsibility would be 

preparing coffee and tea for a 

fellowship after the service. If 

you would be interested in 

helping with this ministry, 

please contact Pastor Jeremy. 
 



  
 

 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 

 
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UNIONPRES.COM 


