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We tend to make a big deal about the firsts in our lives, because we can often 

anticipate them.  A major one is the birth of your first child or grandchild or great-

grandchild.  Then there are 1st birthdays, 1st steps, the 1st day of school and the 1st 

day of college. 

But we rarely get worked up about the lasts in our lives because we often don’t 

know that they are the lasts.  For example, the last time you hold a child on your 

lap.  Or the last time they call you daddy before switching to dad.  That last 

holiday with a loved one before they pass away.  And yet it is those lasts in our 

lives that we will often look back on, sometimes years later and think, “If I had 

only been more prepared…” 

As we anticipate Easter Sunday this month, I’d like to share a few thoughts on 

making preparations.  We read in Luke 22:7-18 about the event during Holy Week 

that has become known as The Last Supper.  Jesus knows that the cross is coming 

soon.  The Pharisees have made a pact that He needs to die.  Judas has agreed to 

betray Him.  But the Pharisees are scared of the crowd, so it needs to be done 

when Jesus is more alone and vulnerable.  

The passage begins with Jesus telling just Peter and John to go and make the 

preparations for the Passover Meal. By keeping the plans confidential Jesus is 

avoiding a premature arrest… His time was coming soon but it had not yet 

come.  He is controlling everything! 

Peter and John were part of Jesus’ inner circle along with John’s brother James.  Both of them became Jesus’ 

chief servants as leaders of the Ancient Church, and it seems that Jesus wanted them to be the ones in charge of 

preparing the Passover.  Why not James?  We aren’t told in Scripture, but we learn in Acts 12:2 that James is 

executed by King Herod in the very early days of the Church. 

Making preparations for the Passover was no small task. It involved: 

A.  Overseeing the sacrifice of the Passover lamb at the temple. 

B.  Properly roasting the lamb. 

C.  Preparing the place the meal was eaten, which involved all kinds of proper procedures to sanctify the space. 

D.  Preparing all the side dishes and the wine. 

 

Peter and John agreed to make the preparations and immediately asked “Where?”  Now in order to keep the 

Law the Passover meal needed to be eaten within the walls of Jerusalem.  So Jesus sends them into the city 

(v10) and tells them to look for a man carrying a jar of water.  Now, we need to understand that men didn’t 

normally carry jars of water.  That was a task for the women.  If a man carried water, it was in a leather skin 

pouch.  Jesus, again sovereignly controlling all that was happening, had apparently prearranged for this signal 

so as to keep the location of the Last Supper a secret.  He didn’t want to be arrested before having this last meal 

with his disciples. 

 

Peter and John do as Jesus asked and find everything to be just as Jesus said it would be.  And so they make the 

preparations.   The men gather for this Last Supper.  It’s been a whirlwind few days.    (Continued Page 2) 



  

(Continued From Page 1) 

They’ve watched the crowds cheer for Jesus as he entered the city.  They’ve seen Jesus outwit and 

outmaneuver the Pharisees multiple times.  They’ve witnessed Jesus teaching to the throngs of people who are 

in the city for the Passover Feast.  And now, here they are gathered for a quiet meal with Jesus…not 

understanding the horror that is soon to come. 

In verse 15 Jesus says to them “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell 

you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”   Then, to reinforce what He was 

saying, He takes the cup and asks the wine be divided among them, saying “For I tell you I will not drink 

again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And so, having prepared them, Jesus institutes the Last Supper, the taking of the bread and the cup as a 

reminder of the sacrifice that He was about to make.  And I wonder if any of them or perhaps all of them, 

looked back at this Last Supper and thought “if only I had been more prepared” or “if only I had known what 

was to come…I would have done this or said that.” 

They didn’t realize it, but everything that they had experienced with Jesus was in preparation for the soon-

arriving time when He would leave them.  They had listened to his teaching, walked and talked with him, 

witnessed his miracles, and experienced some on the job training as evangelists.   They had suffered with him 

and experienced great success with him.   

They were ready to follow Him wherever Jesus would lead them.  And, although there certainly was a brief 

time of doubt and confusion, they did just that.  Ordinary men…transformed into the greatest evangelistic 

team ever assembled. 

Jesus knew that this would be His last time of fellowship with His disciples.  John and Peter had been charged 

with making sure that everything had been prepared properly. But even more important than having the food 

just right and the drink just right and the table setting just right, was having their hearts prepared to receive the 

bread and the cup. 

This Easter season, as we make preparations for family gatherings and egg hunts and dressing in our “Easter 

best,” each one of us must also make the preparations…in our heart. 

Are we prepared to acknowledge and repent of our sin? 

Are we prepared to follow Christ in every area of our life? 

Are we prepared to extend grace and mercy and forgiveness to others because Christ has forgiven us? 

Are we prepared to sacrifice our comfort and wants and desires so that others may come to know Jesus as 

their Savior? 

 

And in regard to our relationship with others, we must ask ourselves: 

Is there “unfinished business” in your life? 

Is there forgiveness that needs to be extended or received? 

Is there a phone call or a conversation that needs to happen? 

Is there a visit that you have been putting off? 

I would encourage you to not wait.  We don’t know when the “last” may come.  

 



             

  

SESSION HAPPENINGS 

 

 The session met on Wednesday, February 9th with moderator Rev. Tom Milligan of Little Britain EPC 

Church. We welcomed Arlene Hastings back to session, replacing Kenny Beiler.  The minutes of the previous 

meeting and the annual congregational meeting were approved.  The treasurer’s report was also approved. 

 The worship committee reported that Rev. Scott will probably be able to continue serving Union up until 

a new pastor is installed.  Because those dates are only tentative, Scott mentioned he could also leave on short 

notice if asked and also probably stay on longer if needed. If he accepts another position, we will also release 

him and find a pastor supply as needed.  We have been extremely lucky to have Scott step in and lead us for 

nearly 1 ½ years. Scott will lead us in an Easter series of sermons. 

 The pastor search committee reported that a candidate has been offered a position and has tentatively 

accepted.  He will have to lead a service at Union, probably in late March, after which a congregational 

meeting will be held for the membership to vote whether to accept him. He will then need to be approved by 

the EPC ministerial committee and at an EPC Presbytery meeting in April. He will then have an installation 

service at Union and begin serving as pastor about May 29th if all the above items happen. He will meet with 

the session at their March meeting. These steps are all necessary to meet EPC requirements for pastors. 

 The trustee report that Haller has made great strides over the past month getting many of the new HVAC 

systems installed in the church and should be able to easily meet the spring completion schedule. They only 

need to wait until the oil heat is not needed and remove the steam boiler and radiators and pipes.  The manse is 

in serious need of repairs.  It has the original roof from the 1950's. We are getting estimates to replace the roof 

and gutters.  It also has 5 window unit air conditioners that must be put in and taken out twice a year and 

damages the windows.  We are looking into having a central air system installed and have started getting 

estimates. 

 The meeting closed with prayer for the congregation, the pastor search committee and the several 

members of Union with health problems. 

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for February: $12,601                February Expenses: $11,940 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers: $107 

 

 



Pastoral Candidate - Jeremy Peterson 

 Current position  
• Assistant Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries (ordained 7/2021) 
• Kennett Square Presbyterian Church EPC  
• Ministering under Andrew Smith for 8+ years 
• Sermons can be found at https://www.pcks.org/sermons 

 

 
Family - Own a home in West Grove PA 

• Wife – Carla, Nursing Supervisor with dialysis patients 
• Daughter – Penelope, age 5 
• Son – Jasper, age 3 
• Grandparents live locally 

 

 
Important Dates: 
 

 
February 21, 2022 - EPC POC Ministerial Committee approved Jeremy Peterson as a candidate for Union’s 
open Pastor position. 
 

March 9, 2022 
1. The Pastoral Search Committee introduced Jeremy Peterson to the Session. 
2. The Session interviewed Jeremy for views and  beliefs. 
3. Session approved, to hold a Congregational meeting on May 22nd. 
 

March 26, 2022 
1. Dinner - 5 pm Fellowship Hall.  
2. Meet & Greet Jeremy Peterson and family. 
 

March 27,2022 
1. Jeremy Peterson preaches his candidate sermon for the morning service. 
2. Congregational Meeting immediately following the morning service.  
3. IF the congregation votes to call Jeremy Peterson to be the next pastor at Union, the EPC 

Presbytery of the East Ministerial Committee will recommend Jeremy for approval to serve at 
Union at the next Stated Presbytery meeting. 

 

April 29-30,2022 - EPC Presbytery of the East 125th Stated Meeting, Faith EPC, Kingstowne, VA. 
1. The Ministerial Committee recommends Jeremy Peterson to be the next pastor of Union 

Presbyterian Church EPC, Kirkwood, PA. 
2. Union presents our case as to why we want Jeremy, it is recommended that a number of 

representatives from Union attend the Stated Meeting. 
3. There is discussion and questions from Presbytery attendees for Jeremy. 
4. Presbytery votes against or in favor of Jeremy being installed at Union. 
5. IF approved Jeremy is installed at Union. 
 

May 15, 2022 - Thank You & Appreciation luncheon for Scott Phillips following the morning service 
 

May 22, 2022 3PM – Jeremy is installed as the first EPC pastor at Union. 
 

May 29, 2022 Jeremy Peterson’s first Sunday serving at Union. 
 



 

 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

Revelation 21:5 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 
 9:00 Art Class 

 

1:00 Deacon Mtg. 

 
  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Palm Sunday 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session Mtg. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

7:00pm Service @ 

Little Britain 

Presbyterian 

Church 

 

 

Good Friday 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Easter 

  9:00 Art Class 

 
   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

  
9:00 Art Class 
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FOOD BANK 
 

 
Baby wipes, Salad or Canola oil, Nissan Cup Noodles, Lance Snack 

Crackers, Rice Krispy treats, Loaves of bread, 8 individual pack 

Cereal, Snack bars, Tomato sauce-15 Oz., Applesauce snack pack  

 

EASTER MEALS 

Below are items we can use for our Easter meals.  All items should be 

delivered to the ministry by April 7th.  We are handing out meals on 

April 12th.  We are preparing for 50+ meals. 

Ham (whole or half), Fresh or scalloped potatoes, Green beans (2 

cans), Cream of mushroom soup, French Onion mix, Corn muffin mix 

(2), granulated sugar, Mayonnaise, White vinegar (small bottle), 

Canned whole beets (2- 15 oz cans), Angle Food Cake Mix, Crushed 

pineapple (large can), Margarine (tub or sticks), Eggs 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

3 Kent Wade   
5 Reenie Chase 
6 Stanley Vasco 
8 David Kelley 
11 Brooke McCardell Daly 
 Angela Slodki   
12 Gregory Trimble 
17 Keith Hastings 
18 Bailey McCardell 
23 Colleen Shoemaker 
25  Arlene Hastings 
26 Alexandria Wallace  
                Rackman 
29 William Noonan  
30 Larry Sheaffer 

 

April 3rd  

5th Sunday of Lent 

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; 

Philippians 3:4b-14; 

John 12:1-8 

 April 10th  

Palm Sunday 

Luke 19:28-40;  

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; 

Liturgy of the Passion Isaiah 50:4-9a; 

Psalm 31:9-16; 

Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 

April 17th  

Resurrection of the Lord  

Acts 10:34-43;  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26;  

John 20:1-18 

April 24th 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32; 

Psalm 118:14-29; 

Revelation 1:4-8;  

John 20:19-31 

Good Friday Service         

 

Little Britain invited us to join them 

for Good Friday services. The session 

accepted their offer and we will be 

joining them at Little Britain 

Presbyterian Church on Friday, April 

15th at 7PM. 
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Order form for Easter Lilies 

Those who would like to give Easter Lilies should complete this form and return it by Sunday, April 10th. 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number_________________________________ 

In Memory of______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Lilies are $9.00 each     Number ordered_________ @ $9.00 = $_______________ 

Please make checks payable to Union Presbyterian Church. Attach your check to this form and mail both to: 
 

Will pick up Sunday                                      Other: _____________________________________ 
 

Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road 

Kirkwood, PA  17536 
 

Or you may give your check and order form to Judy Greenleaf. 

 


