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The Due Date for the 

April Newsletter is 

March 20th. 

The story of David and Goliath is one of the most well-known Bible stories 

of all time.  It has become a cultural touchstone for whenever someone or a 

group of people overcome overwhelming odds against a seemingly 

unbeatable opponent.  It is also one of the first stories we learn in Sunday 

School as a kid, and is the source material for many a flannelgraph, video, 

song, devotional, and sermon. 

Because of its great popularity when we may be tempted to think that we’ve 

“been there…done that,” that we have gleaned everything that we could 

possible ever know about this famous encounter between a shepherd boy 

and a mighty warrior. 

The Bible gives us a description of Goliath in 1 Samuel 17:4-11.  This is one 

the longest descriptions that we are ever given about someone in the Bible.  

The author’s painstaking detail here is to help us understand what a 

fearsome and mighty warrior Goliath must have been. 

So, what is the author trying to tell us about Goliath?  There are few things 

that stand out about him. 

The first is his physical superiority.  Goliath is HUGE…almost certainly 

over 9 feet tall, although a few ancient copies of the text place his height as 

closer to 7 feet.  He would have dwarfed the average Israelite soldier, who 

would have been closer to 5 ½ feet. 

The second is Goliaths tactical superiority.  His armor is in direct contrast to  

the what the Israelite soldiers and even normal Philistine ones would have worn.  It was designed specifically 

for one-on-one combat.   And Goliath’s challenge is representative combat, which was fairly common in the 

ancient times.  Each army would pick one warrior to fight and that would determine the winner of the battle.  

This prevented much bloodshed that would have been the result of two evenly matched armies fighting. 

 

We also learn that Goliath is from Gath, a nearby town.  So not only will the fight he wants be according to his 

terms, and wearing his gear, it’s happening in his backyard! 

 

But the most important thing we learn about Goliath is that he mocks God.  In verse 10 he shouts “I defy the 

ranks of Israel!”  It might not seem like it, but Goliath is actually challenging and mocking God himself here, 

not just Israel.  It was understood in ancient times that the winning army had the more powerful God, so by 

defying Israel, Goliath was proclaiming that God wasn’t able to protect them. 
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When David comes out onto the battlefield Goliath approaches and is upset, because there will be no glory in 

beating David.  So, He yells curses and mocks David.  David responds by telling Goliath exactly how the battle 

will go: 

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you 

in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord 

will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the 

carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is 

a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the 

battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

1 Samuel 17:45-47 

What David is essentially saying is this: 

God will win this battle, because you have defied God. 

Everyone will know that the God of Israel is the true God. 

I’m not actually fighting this battle, God is. 

 

Of course, we know what happens from there.  David slings his stone and Goliath dies.  And don’t miss this - 

blaspheming or mocking God is a capital offense according to the Mosaic Law.  The punishment was…. a 

stoning! (Lev. 24:16) 

This story teaches us two things about God.  The first is that God will not be mocked.  Paul writes in Galatians 

6:7 – “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”  Many people in the world 

like to mock God and His Word.  It’s not going to end well for them.  But we must also be careful not to mock 

God by deliberately disobeying God’s Word! 

The second thing that we learn about God is that He is sovereign.  The world’s weapons are powerless against 

Him.  Think about it…Goliath had every possible advantage in the battle!  He was physically superior, he was 

tactically superior, and the not only was the battle going to be on his preferred terms, he had the homefield 

advantage!  And none of those things mattered.  The battle was really over before it even began.  

Friends, theses modern movements in the world today that are designed to discredit God and mock God and 

remove Christianity from the land are what Goliath personifies…and I believe that they will face the same fate 

that He did!  

So, let’s be strong and courageous as we proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to a world that desperately 

needs Him.  And let’s not worry about the mockers, the skeptics, and the doubters.  God is for us, and if He is 

for us, who can stand against us? 
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Pastoral Candidate - Jeremy Peterson 

 Current position  

• Assistant Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries (ordained 7/2021) 

• Kennett Square Presbyterian Church EPC  

• Ministering under Andrew Smith for 8+ years 

• Sermons can be found at https://www.pcks.org/sermons 
 

 
Family - Own a home in West Grove PA 

• Wife – Carla, Nursing Supervisor with dialysis patients 

• Daughter – Penelope, age 5 

• Son – Jasper, age 3 

• Grandparents live locally 
 

 
Important Dates: 
 

 
February 21, 2022 - EPC POC Ministerial Committee approved Jeremy Peterson as a candidate for Union’s 
open Pastor position. 

 

March 9, 2022 

• The Pastoral Search Committee introduces Jeremy Peterson to the Session. 

• The Session interviews Jeremy for views and beliefs. 

• IF the Session approves, a Congregational meeting will be scheduled and called. 
 

March 26, 2022 

• Dinner - 5 pm Fellowship Hall.  

• Meet & Greet Jeremy Peterson and family. 
 

March 27,2022 

• Jeremy Peterson preaches his candidate sermon for the morning service. 

• Congregational Meeting immediately following the morning service.  

• IF the congregation votes to call Jeremy Peterson to be the next pastor at Union, the EPC 
Presbytery of the East Ministerial Committee will recommend Jeremy for approval to serve at 
Union at the next Stated Presbytery meeting. 
 

April 29-30,2022 - EPC Presbytery of the East 125th Stated Meeting, Faith EPC, Kingstowne, VA. 

• The Ministerial Committee recommends Jeremy Peterson to be the next pastor of Union 
Presbyterian Church EPC, Kirkwood, PA. 

• Union presents our case as to why we want Jeremy, it is recommended that a number of 
representatives from Union attend the Stated Meeting. 

• There is discussion and questions from Presbytery attendees for Jeremy. 

• Presbytery votes against or in favor of Jeremy being installed at Union. 

• IF approved Jeremy is installed at Union. 
 

May 14, 2022 - Thank You & Appreciation luncheon for Scott Phillips following the morning service 
 

May 23, 2022 3PM – Jeremy is installed as the first EPC pastor at Union. 
 

May 30, 2022 Jeremy Peterson’s first Sunday serving at Union. 
 



 
 

His mercies are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:23 

  

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  9:00 Quilting 

 
9:00 Art Class 

Ash Wednesday 

1:00 Deacon Mtg. 

 
  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
1st Sunday of Lent 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

9:00 Quilting  9:00 Art Class 

 

7:00 Session Mtg. 

 

   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Daylight Saving  

Time Begins 

 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

9:00 Quilting until 

finished 

9:00 Art Class 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Spring Begins 

 9:00 Quilting until 
finished 

9:00 Art Class 

 
  5:00 Meet & 

Greet Pastor 

Candidate, 

Jeremy Peterson, 

with evening meal 

 

27 28 29 30 31   
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

Pastor Candidate, Jeremy 
Peterson, will perform the 
service and there will be a 
congregational meeting to 

follow. 
 

 9:00 Quilting until 
finished 

9:00 Art Class 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 Donald Hastings 

2 Gary Jackson   

8 Janet Stewart 

10 Terry Greenleaf    

 Edgar Church     

11 Samuel Reyburn  

12 Dwayne Scotten  

 Linda Harrington  

13 Julia Reyburn    

14 Laura Eldreth 

Ruth Lefever  

 James Tucker Reyburn 

16 Gerald Ferguson 

24 Amy Pyle 

 Ann Rawle 

 Isabella Greer 

25  Jeff McCardell 

26 Nancy Lefever 

27 William Ferguson 

28 Gloria Almer 

30 Joseph Greer III  

 Cheryl Wallace 

FOOD BANK 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

March 20th    

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13;  

Luke 13:1-9 

 

 

March 25th 

Annunciation of the Lord 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 45; 

Hebrews 10:4-10; 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

March 27th  

4th Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21; 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Mayonnaise (Quart), Laundry detergent, Cooking Oil,  

Rice Krispies Treats, Individual packs of snack crackers,  

Applesauce cups, Pudding cups, Juice boxes (no pouches 

please), Microwave popcorn, Chef Boyardee Micro meals 

March 2nd 

Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 

Psalm 51:1-17; 

Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

March 6th 

1st Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11;  

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;  

Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

 

March 13th 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; 

Psalm 27; 

Philippians 3:17-4:1;  

Luke 13:31-35 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for January:  $9,362            January Expenses:  $9,559 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers:  $120 
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SESSION HAPPENINGS 

 
The session met on Wednesday, January 12, 2022 for the regular monthly meeting. Rev. Milligan from 

LBPC, our acting moderator, opened with prayer. The two Session and one of the Deacon nominees for 2022 

election were present and were interviewed, per EPC rules as to their fitness for installation to church office. The 

session unanimously agreed to approve the nominees and present them at the January 23rd congregational meeting.  

Nominations can also be made from the floor. 

The treasurer’s report was presented and approved. The $100,000 HVAC deposit has been paid to Haller 

Enterprises and the Colerain building permit has been obtained and Haller has started removing old, and installing 

new equipment that doesn't affect winter heating. 

The year-end audit was completed and all books found to be in order. The Annual Report is being prepared 

and the treasurers report, annual budget and nominating committee report will be presented to the congregation at 

the meeting on the 23rd.  Rev. Brad Moger from Bellevue EPC in Gap will conduct the congregational meeting and 

installations. 

The pulpit committee continues to work and feel that we will have a candidate to present in May if 

everything continues as planned. Rev. Phillips will probably be available through Easter. They are working out 

compensation details and final EPC rules for the call. 

We received generous donations to the Kansas tornado relief. The session will add to the amount for a total 

of $5000.00.   It was decided to split this money 1000 to EPC disaster relief and 4000 to the MCC Disaster Relief 

Fund. 

We are looking at upgrades to the organ blower system. It is approaching 100 years of age and requires oil to 

be added to bearing blocks nearly every week. We are looking into something that will require less maintenance and 

do more restoration as it approaches its anniversary.  We are also looking at much needed repairs to the church 

manse. 

The meeting adjourned with prayer for the pulpit committee and the Croyle, Whyte and Kipthorn families 

and all other families with illnesses. 

 


