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The Due Date for the 

February Newsletter 

is February 20th. 

We are very much a society marked by anger.  The past few years have certainly 

revealed that truth.  It’s almost like we are watching a movie isn’t it?  The things 

that are happening don’t seem like real life.  And yet it is very real.  And while 

everyone seems to agree that “we the people” are angry, no one seems to be able to 

agree as to what to do about it.  And so, we see violent protests and 

demonstrations.  We see property being damaged indiscriminately.  We see our 

supposed leaders shouting at one another and over one another and resorting to 

name calling, labeling, demonizing their opponents, and casting blame everywhere 

else.  And this is everywhere and includes all groups and types of people, 

including those who would proclaim Jesus Christ as their Savior.  And because this 

climate, this society that we live in, is so angry it is easy to “go with the flow” and 

join in the chorus of rants.  But God calls us to another way. 

Paul begins the 3rd chapter of his letter to Titus with these words: 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 

ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, 

and to show true humility toward all men. 

I believe that Paul is giving us two marks of a Christian’s public life.  The first is 

to respect to rulers and authorities.  If we believe that God sovereignly rules in our 

lives, then we submit to the people He places in authority over us, because we trust 

He is somehow using them for His reasons, even if we don’t like our leaders or 

understand His intentions.  

When we submit to them, we are submitting to Him. Yes, we may face situations 

where we must fail to submit to them out of submission to God.   But we hope and 

pray this will be the exception, not the rule, and we only do this when the issue is 
clear, and when we have prayed and sought Godly guidance. 

Now, this doesn’t mean that we can’t voice our opinion in government or advocate for laws to change that will make 

them more honoring of God.  But there is another part of this respect and submission that we often overlook, and that is 

grumbling.  We do live in a culture of frustration with the government, and so the temptation is to grumble.   I’m no 

exception!  But I need to remember three things: 

 

I need to remember that I have the freedom to grumble, unlike many other people of many other nations. 

I also need to remember that God has ordained the government for good, and I can pray for the government to use my 

taxes well. 

Most of all, I need to remember that God does not call me to like everything about my government, but to love Him well 

by submitting to the authorities He has placed over me. 

 

So how are we to submit?  We first submit by being obedient to the law of the land.  Then we submit by being ready to 

do whatever is good.  We are called to be active members of our community. Jesus taught this as well, saying that we 

need to be “the salt of the earth … and the light of the world … that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)       (Continued Page 2) 
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(Continued From Page 1)  

The second mark of a Christian’s public life should be showing respect to everyone.  There is a transition here in verse 

2.  We are to submit to and respect our rulers and authorities, but we are to extend respect in other ways to everyone. We 

are called to speak evil of no one and avoid needless quarrels.  Paul gives this instruction throughout his pastoral letters. 

Do you know someone who is always in the mood to fight?  Is that someone you want to spend time with?  I’m guessing 

the answer is “no.”  Why, then, should we expect unbelievers to spend time with us if we are always looking to pick a 

fight?  We must always seek to conduct ourselves with gentleness and courteousness and be an influence for good in the 

community in every way.  This demonstrates the impact that Christ has had on us! 

So why should we behave like this? Paul tells us in the verses that follow His call to show respect.  He does this first by 

describing the culture that the Christians on Crete were living in…and it isn’t pretty.  

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in 

malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 

Notice how he reminds Titus that they were both once a part of that very culture! 

Now we might look at that list and say “Hey, I was never that bad!”  But I think if we are honest, we would have to say 

that at one time or another those characteristics also described us.  Paul is essentially telling the Christians on Crete 

through this letter to Timothy that they need to behave in the complete opposite way that Cretans typically 

behaved.  The good news is, that in one sense that wouldn’t have been hard to do! 

And now Paul gets to the crux of the matter…despite the fact that the Cretan Christians behaved in such a sinful way, 

Jesus still died for them!  Not because of anything they had done, but because God had mercy on them, he sent Jesus to 

be born, to live a sinless life, and to sacrificially die on the cross. 

And because of this sacrifice when we trust in Jesus as our Savior God washes off of our sinful filth and we are made 

new by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This Holy Spirit has been graciously poured out on us through Jesus.  This same 

grace then allows us to be declared justified and righteous and gives us the status of God’s heirs.  Our inheritance is 

eternal life. 

Paul commands Titus to insist on these things…doing what is right and good out of gratitude for what Jesus has done 

for us and also in submission to God.  And don’t miss this – EVERYONE profits when Christians are earnestly 

conducting themselves in a Christ-like manner: 

This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful 

to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 

I cannot recall a time when there was as much anger and vitriol in our society as there is today.  I’m certainly not 

blaming any one group or person, because it is EVERYWHERE.  The public and private behavior of Christians must be 

God-honoring, even with those in authority over us that we may disagree with, for such behavior is the natural result of 

a grateful heart and will be rewarded both in the here and now and in our future home with God. 

I believe that we (myself included) need to take a look at our speech, our actions, our social media activity and decide 

for ourselves whether it is respectful of others.  We are being watched, and our words and actions matter.  The gospel is 

very much at stake.  It pains me to see those who profess Christ as their Savior behaving and speaking so badly on TV 

and in other media.  And yet when I look at my own life, I see similar words and actions, albeit on perhaps a much 

smaller stage. 

Be respectful, be obedient, be kind, be peaceful, and gentle, be courteous…so that the light of Christ may shine brightly 

in you and others will know that there is something different about you and want to know what that difference is.  
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SESSION HAPPENINGS 

 
The session met on December 8th with Rev. Tom Milligan as moderator. The minutes of the November 21st 

Sunday special congregational meeting were presented. The purpose of that meeting was to give the congregation 

an update on plans to update the buildings HVAC systems, including replacement of the air conditioners and the 

steam heat system with a high efficiency heat pump style system. The plan is to install the system in the spring to 

minimize the effect of not having heat or cooling for several weeks on Sunday services. The work will be mostly 

paid for with the gift from the Miller estate. An update was also given on the pastor search and it was noted that we 

will be increasing the churches benevolence giving in 2022. 

The nominating committee gave an update on the officer slate for 2022. Arlene Hastings will be coming 

back on as an Elder, replacing Kenny Beiler along with another term for Marty Greenleaf. Larry Sheaffer will have 

another term as trustee and Kevin Oswald will fill a current vacancy. Judy Greenleaf and Joan Whiteside will 

continue as Deacons. We will have to get an EPC approved moderator to conduct the January congregational 

meeting to handle the installations. We will try to get Brad Moger from Gap again like last year. 

An update was given on the church calendar. December 19th will be communion and also the organ concert. 

Because Covid is once again getting bad we will immediately go back to alternate rows of pews for seating. 

December 24th will be Christmas eve service. The annual congregational meeting and presentation of nominees and 

budget will be January 23rd. 

The pastor search committee noted that a candidate from VA has withdrawn. A candidate from the local area 

looks very promising. He is currently an EPC minister. We are pursuing him, but timing of Presbytery meetings 

may affect when he could start. 

As noted above, we had proposals to replace our HVAC system.  JK Mechanical has been doing our HVAC 

work, but we got a second bid from Haller Enterprises that is lower for the identical system. We have investigated 

Haller and they are a very successful company. We voted to go with Haller. 

We reviewed the minutes of the Deacons meetings (this is an EPC requirement for sessions). They ae doing 

a great job with shut-ins and other needs around the church. 

Rev. Milligan closed the meeting with prayer for the Wade and Whyte families and the other church families 

and friends who are experiencing hardships. 



 

We love because he first loved us. 

1 John 4:19 

 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY   
1 2 3 4 5 

   
9:00 Art Class 

 

Groundhog Day 

1:00 Deacons 

 
  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

7:00 Trustees  9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session 

 

   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

Valentine’s Day 

 9:00 Art Class 

 
   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

COMMUNION 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 Presidents Day 

 9:00 Art Class 

 
   

27 28 
     

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
Transfiguration Day 
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FEB. BIRTHDAYS 

3 Blanche Church 

 Lori Kelley  

4 Ruth Barker 

5 Bradley Fuller  

 Faye Chase Whyte  

7 Nathan Supplee 

10 Dorothy Walton 

12 Verna Herr 

14 Jerry Whiteside 

18 Richard Stewart 

23 Dorothy Herr  

26 Thomas Hastings 

 Austin Murray 

28 Nancy Ambler 

FOOD BANK 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

February 20th    

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15;  

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40;  

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50;  

Luke 6:27-38 

 

February 27th  

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2;  

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 

NOT AVAILABLE 

UPC, I would like to thank you for the generous gift card this 

Christmas.  Since I will soon be retiring from the U.S. Army, 

I also want to thank you for your years of support to me and 

other service members.  It is much appreciated! 

Thanks Again ~ Tom McCardell 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for December: $16,760     December Expenses: $13,296 

 

Sunday School Collection for the Glovers:  $93 

 

NEW HOPE CLOTHING BANK 

➢ Infant boy and girl socks – sizes 6-24 month ➢ BOYS sizes 

10/12 and 14/16 underwear – boxer or boxer briefs (no white 

briefs please) ➢ WOMENS underwear sizes SMALL (size 5), 

MEDIUM (size 6), and LARGE (size 7) – we have an 

abundance of larger women sizes, please only the smaller sizes 

listed here. ➢ WOMENS socks – ankle socks and tall socks ➢ 

MENS underwear sizes SMALL 28/30, MEDIUM 32/34, and 

LARGE 36/38 – boxers or boxer briefs (no white briefs please) 

– we also have an abundance of larger sizes, please only the 

smaller sizes listed here ➢ CHILDREN’S sneakers – BIG KID 

(NOT infant/toddler sizes) SIZE 13 – BOYS, SIZE 1 – BOYS, 

SIZE 3 – BOYS & GIRLS, SIZE 4 – BOYS & GIRLS 

February 6th 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11;  

Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 13th 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1:1-6; 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20;  

Luke 6:17-26 

 



 
Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 
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Union Presbyterian Church Per Member Asking 

 

As we move from PCUSA to EPC we must learn some new terms. What we annually 

paid to Donegal Presbytery as per capita assessment is known in the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church as “PMA” or Per Member Asking.  This figure represents $13 

which goes to the local presbytery (The Presbytery of the East) and $23 which goes to 

the national General Assembly for a total of $36.00. 

  

We would ask that each of you prayerfully consider contributing this amount to Union 

which will be sent on to presbytery, over and above your usual contribution to our 

church operating needs. These funds are used by EPC for their ongoing operating 

expenses and is our share of the need shared by all EPC churches. 

 

There is a special envelope for PMA. Make checks out to UPC and mark PMA in the 

memo line. 

 

Your Session 
 


