
JUNE 2021 
 

   During the 3rd Sunday in June each year we observe Father’s Day.  Like 

Mother’s Day, it’s a complicated day for many people.  It is always a good thing to 

acknowledge the men that God has placed in our lives who have made an impact 

on us.  And for many people, that includes their uncles. 

   Although the Bible doesn’t have a chapter that speaks directly to the roles of 

uncles (and aunts), it is full of examples that show us how God intends for those 

relationships to work. This is perhaps most clearly shown in the life of Abraham 

and Lot.  The Bible describes Lot as “just” and “righteous,” which meant he kept 

God’s Law.  Undoubtedly, he learned it growing up under the wing of his uncle 

and mentor, Abraham.   

   When God called Abraham to begin his journey, Lot went with him (Genesis 

12:5).  When their flocks had gotten too big for them to stay together, Abraham let 

Lot choose the lush land of the Jordan plain (Genesis 12:9) When Lot was caught 

in the middle of a war and taken captive, Abraham rescued him (Genesis 14:16).  

When God threatened to destroy Lot’s hometown of Sodom, Abraham pleaded for 

God to be merciful (Genesis 18:16-33).  It seems clear to me that God wants us 

uncles (and aunts) to be involved in the lives of our nieces and nephews whenever 

possible. 

   So, what should a good uncle do?  I have over 20 nieces and nephews, so in 

considering this question I thought about my relationships with my uncles (I have 

quite a few good ones!) and what they did for me growing up.   

1.  Pray:  I know, I know, praying is always first on these kinds of lists.  There’s a good reason for that – 

prayer works! 

2.  Listen: The most important part of being a good role model and having a good relationship with children is 

to listen to them. That means paying attention to what they are saying. Give them your undivided attention and 

talk to them about what is important to them. Actively listen and respond to them truthfully. 

3.  Spend Time Together: Money is a poor substitute for time. Gifts are nice but they cannot replace time 

spent together. Instead of buying a gift, take them to lunch, to the park, or to a movie. Join them in activities 

that they enjoy such as a game or listening to music. 

4.  Be Supportive: Support them in their pursuits and activities as much as you can. If your niece sings in a 

choir, be there in the audience to cheer her on. If your nephew plays sports, go to some of his games. Celebrate 

with them and tell them how proud you are of them. 

5.  Share Your Expertise: Teach them something you do well. Cook together, do a craft, make a paper 

airplane, sing or dance, paint a picture or work on a model. Do something together that you both enjoy. 

6.  Make Sure They Know How You Feel About Them: Tell them that you love them, care about them, are 

proud of them, like them, and enjoy their company. Tell the truth and tell it often. 
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 The session met on April 14 with moderator Rev. Tom Milligan. The EPC Book of Order requires the 

Deacons to occasionally meet with the session, so they were present at the start of the meeting. The Deacons 

moderator, Judy Greenleaf, gave an overview of the Deacons activities. They are designated by the session to 

do community outreach such as financially help needy people, contact members with calls and cards, provide 

flowers, help at the Solanco Food Bank, keep track of medical equipment, do church decoration, provide rides 

and many other outreach services. They also take recorded copies of each Sunday service to shut ins. All of the 

deacons were present. There was discussion about the interaction between the session and deacons. The 

session thanked them for their valuable service to the church and they left the meeting. 

 The session approved a tentative calendar for the rest of 2021. Much of it is dependent on how the 

covid condition approves. This may affect and alter decisions about strawberry social, patriotic organ concert, 

church picnic and homecoming. We tentatively hope to hold all of these. We settled on a yard sale date of July 

16 & 17 as these dates worked out best for Colleen Sheaffer who has volunteered to organize it and it fits well 

between other dates the room is needed. 

 A very lengthy discussion was held regarding resumption of Sunday school and wearing of masks at 

church. The previous week 38 people submitted a survey at Sunday service regarding whether they were 

vaccinated and their opinion on masks. As of May 2nd, nearly 100% said they would have been vaccinated.  

Several people noted that they are unable to continue attending church if they have to wear a mask. Several 

people also noted that it was very important to them that everyone DOES wear a mask. In an attempt to be 

able to allow as many people to attend comfortably, but also safely, it was decided to allow fully vaccinated 

attendees who want to not be masked to sit in the front sections of the church. This will allow those that want 

masks to be as far distanced as possible. We are fortunate to have a very large sanctuary which allows us to do 

this while still maintaining adequate social distances. The session asks your help in this to allow as many 

people as possible to attend comfortably and safely. It is not an easy thing to please everyone. This is not an 

attempt to divide the congregations but one to allow all to worship enjoyably.  Because most everyone who 

attends Sunday School is vaccinated, we agreed to allow it to restart on May 2nd.  We ask all members to be 

masked when entering and leaving the church and moving around within it. We gave permission for quilting to 

begin. 

 We have leased a new copier. The old one was becoming very unreliable. The new one will not cost 

any more. We have been regularly making benevolence payments to the items on our budget. We have 

purchased a different quick books program to use in our treasury work and accounting records. We had been 

leasing one previously and this will save money and allow us to get more record keeping computerized and cut 

down on hand calculating errors. Bill Kistler has sold his house and will be moving to the Carolinas soon to be 

near family. We will miss his services. We have been in touch with Jen Dieter and she may be available some 

to play piano when Bob Trimble can't be with us. Rev. Milligan closed the meeting with a prayer for the Union 

congregation.  

 

 

 

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Giving for April: $12,088         April Expenses: $11,161 

(Keep in mind that a full-time minister will add about $3,000 per month to expenses) 

 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers: $100 

 

SESSION HAPPENINGS 



             

 

 

 

 

 

(Pastor’s Message Continued from Page 1) 

7.  Model Christian Living:  Kids will often view us aunts and uncles as “cool” in comparison to their parents.  

That’s OK, but we need to realize what kind of influence that means we have on them.  Live a life of integrity 

and one that is devoted to God.  Demonstrate faithful living.  Talk to them about your faith and what it means 

to you.  It will have (and I’m speaking from personal experience here) a tremendous impact on your nieces and 

nephews. 

8.  Never Undermine Parental Authority: Yes, you love them, and you want them to be happy. No, you are 

not their parent. Dangerous activity needs to be reported to their parents, and decision making should always be 

up to the parent. Respecting their parents' decisions will reinforce family solidarity. Defer to the decisions of 

the parents, and never complain or challenge those choices in front of the children. 

I have to admit, I get a real kick out of being called “Uncle Scott.”  It is a title of both respect and affection.  It 

is a blessing to be an uncle or an aunt, so let’s make sure we are a blessing to our nieces and nephews. 

QUILT DEDICATIONS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  

 

 

 

Strawberry Social 

4:30-6:30pm 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

7:00 Session Mtg  

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

 

1:00 Bible Study 

NO 7:00 Bible 

Study 

Flag Day 

 

  

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

Newsletter Deadline 
Father’s Day 

Summer Begins 
 

 

 

  

  

27 28 29 30    

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship/      

      Communion  

– Scott Phillips 

7:00 Patriotic Organ 

             Concert 
 

  

Start bringing Yard 

Sale items 9-2 

(Tues & Thurs) 

   
We WILL be holding the 

Strawberry Social on Friday, 

June 4th from 4:30-6:30pm. 

 

2021 



  

FOOD BANK                         

Loaves of bread, hamburger/hotdog rolls, hotdogs, sliced cheese, butter, 

Manwich, pancake syrup, granola bars, snack crackers, canned chicken. 

Please do not leave items needing refrigerated at the church. 

  

 

 JUNE FLOWERS 
  6 (Still Available)  

13 (Still Available) 

20 (Still Available) 

27 Marty & Judy Greenleaf 

1 Sandra Reyburn   

2  Milton Whiteside, Jr. 

  Susan Hastings 

4 Jessica Jackson 

6 Vicki Greenleaf 

8 Sarah Kelley 

 Chase Carter Wade 

10 Shirley Winters  

  Susan Shoemaker  

11  Megan Adams 

 Sandy Hastings   

 Kelsie Stoner 

14 Justin Harrington  

16 Shawn Hastings 

 Tabatha Hastings 

17 Mark Wrigley 

 Alan Joseph (AJ) Miller 

18 Terry Slodki 

22 Louise Jackson 

24 Jeff Foulk 

27 Heather Mullins 

28 Drew Supplee 

Kristine Supplee  

29 Richard Croyle  

REMINDER 

For the safety of the church, doors are locked shortly after 10am on 

Sunday so try to be prompt. There is a door bell at the office doors if 

you’re late.  

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 
June 6th  

10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20 

(11:14-15); Psalm 138:1-8; 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; 

Mark 3:20-35 
 

June 13th 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20; 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17; 

Mark 4:26-34 

June 20th 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-

49; Psalm 9:9-20; 2 Corinthians 

6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 
 

June 27th 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130;  

2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

                    Union Church 2021 annual Yard Sale is July 16 - 17.   

                  Start cleaning out those closets and pulling together  

                 unused, unwanted items. Your unwanted items are  

                     someone else's treasures! Items can be dropped off on  

Tuesday and Thursday between 9-2 June 29th-July 15th or Saturdays 

in July 9-12pm. If you cannot wait till then, items can be dropped off 

in the old kitchen Tuesday and Thursday. If anyone needs help 

getting items to church, you can call Colleen Sheaffer at 717-529-

2236. I will try to arrange for pickup. Also please remember to set 

some time aside July 1-17th to help get things ready for the garage 

sale and to volunteer help during the sale. 

                                  The session is considering publishing a new  

                                  photo directory for the congregation. Unlike past  

                                  ones, it will probably be done in house.  We will  

                                  provide signup sheets, so that members can have  

                                  their portraits taken. Available times will most  

                                  likely be before and after church services. We  

are possibly hoping to have signups to take photos at the Strawberry 

Social also. More details coming soon. 



  

Union Presbyterian Church 
5637 Street Road,  
Kirkwood, PA  17536 
 

MASK CHANGES AT UNION CHURCH 
 

Effective Immediately ~ The CDC and the state of PA has recently revised their recommendations on mask 

wearing. Most venues can now remove masks for FULLY VACCINATED people. (The exceptions are 

crowded areas like busses, planes, etc.) We took a survey several weeks ago at Union, the result being that 

nearly 100% would be vaccinated by May.  It is the Session’s opinion that we may start relaxing the rules due 

to the decrease in the incidence of Covid cases in the area. We will therefore PERMIT fully protected 

congregants to remove their masks WHEN SEATED if they desire.  Please respect those that stay masked by 

respecting their space and stay well distanced from them.  For the time being, until the danger is more 

reduced, we would ask that you still wear a mask while entering and exiting and whenever carrying 

on a conversation with others. We will continue to use seating in alternate rows of pews for the near future. 

We thank you for the continued understanding and cooperation which has allowed us to remain open with 

safety while many other churches were closed or had significant outbreaks. 

 

THANK YOU! 

                                                        Bill Kistler has sold his Colerain home and is moving to North  

                                    Carolina to be near family. We thank him for his 5+ years as a Union organist. 
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