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Newsletter 
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the Jan. issue  

are due  
December 19th 

For this newsletter I’d like to share some thoughts about Christmas that I 

first wrote back in 2011. 

There is nothing quite like being a young child on Christmas morning.  

Waking up before dawn in anticipation of a tree full of gifts with your name on 

them, deciding whether or not to sneak downstairs to sneak a peek at the tree, 

and then running with joy once your parents announce that the time has arrived 

to rip and tear (my parents made us wait until 8 am, which was totally 

unreasonable when I was a kid but makes complete sense to me now that I have 

small children) and praying that you didn’t get socks as a gift. 

Most of my childhood Christmas gifts are long gone, of course.  The toys 

eventually broke, the clothes became too small, and the other gifts were either 

lost along the way or are buried in a box somewhere.  One gift, however, is still 

with me.  It’s small, it’s old, and it’s even a little broken, but there is no way in 

the world I would ever get rid of it. 

When I was in fifth grade my Sunday School teacher, Tom Mullin, gave 

me a little plane ornament for my Christmas tree.  Many fifth-grade boys would 

have been unimpressed with such a gift, but for me it quickly became a prized 

possession.  I adored Tom.  He took an interest in me at a time when I really 

needed it, and I looked forward to Sunday School each week.  

Tom took this rowdy pack of boys and each week calmed us 

down enough to teach us the foundations of the Christian faith 

while at the same time keeping things fun.  One week Tom led 

our class through the sinner’s prayer, and I officially 

committed my life to Christ.  I was crushed when it was time 

for me to move on the 6th grade.  

Needless to say, Tom’s ornament was the first one that I put  
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on my tree the next year, and the year after that.  The following year Tom suffered a debilitating stroke.  I 

will never forget the day that he returned to church after that.  He needed to use a walker, and it took him 

a long time to get to his pew, but nothing was going to keep him from worshipping God.  The stroke 

robbed him of his ability to speak (which unfortunately remains the case today), with the exception of one 

phrase – “Merry Christmas.” Christmas was and is Tom's favorite time of year, and now, for Tom, every 

day is Christmas morning. 

As my family began to decorate the tree that year, I was crushed when I unwrapped Tom’s 

ornament and found the tailfin broken.  Then it dawned on me how it was sort of fitting. (Cont. Pg. 2) 



  
 

Even though life can batter us around and our bodies will ultimately fail us, we still can celebrate 

the fact that God sent his Son to die for us so that we can be with Him in heaven someday, where we will be 

restored to an “unbroken” condition.  I once again placed Tom’s ornament front and center on our tree, 

and I can say without any embarrassment that I could barely see through all the tears as I softly whispered, 

“Merry Christmas Tom.” 

Every year since then Tom’s plane has been the first one on my Christmas tree, a tradition I’ve 

brought to my own family.  It’s become a fun and meaningful reminder to my kids of how Dad came to 

know Christ, since I tell the “story of the plane” each year. 

As you deck the halls this year, what can you incorporate into your traditions that helps tell the story 

of how you came to know Jesus as your Savior?  While it is so important to tell our kids the story of the first 

Christmas during the holiday season, it’s just as important to tell them the story of why the birth of Jesus 

means so much to us.  Perhaps you can find an ornament of your own that helps tell your story, or a special 

song that you can sing as a family.  The possibilities are endless. 

Let this be the year that you begin telling your children how the Christmas Story and your story 

connect. 

Tom Mullin went to be with the Lord in 2013.  In a couple of weeks Tom’s ornament will be the first 

ornament on the family Christmas tree for the 33rd year in a row.   

 

Merry Christmas Tom. 
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         SESSION CONSIDERING HVAC UPGRADES 
 

 
The session has been receiving proposals from mechanical companies for needed upgrades to out 

HVAC systems.  The air conditioners are many years beyond their expected life and have started to 

experience frequent failures.  The 22 components in our systems are also becoming very difficult to get 

parts for and the most recent repair cost $13,000.  The refrigerant used in them has been banned for new 

use, and is increasingly difficult to find. The refrigerant alone in the recent repair was $4000 and each and 

every time a component is replaced this expense will exist. Our current systems have an efficiency rating 

of about 8, whereas new systems are about 22 which means they are more than twice as efficient energy 

use wise. 

Additionally, our antiquated steam boiler system and radiators are decades beyond their time and 

the price of oil will only get much more costly as the government tries to force people to abandon fossil 

fuels.  The new single system would both heat and cool with the same high efficiency heat pump units.  

Individual areas of the church could be independently controlled.  Currently to use ANY room in the lower 

floor of the original section it is necessary to heat the entire church, sanctuary included, in the winter. This 

would not be necessary with the new system. 

This proposal was presented to the congregation at a meeting following the November 21st church 

service. No opposition was noted at the meeting after explanation of the system and the reasoning behind 

it. It is the intention of the session then to move forward with the project. It is hoped that the current 

backlog of shipping will not affect the schedule and it is hoped the project can go forth in the spring of 

2022 when heating or cooling needs are not so important as there will be none for several weeks. 

Otherwise, we do not expect the construction to impact Sunday services. 

Thanks to the generous donation to the church by the Paul and Margaret Miller estate, we have most 

of the money that these repairs will cost.  We do have other needs for the church property to (Cont. Pg. 3) 



  
 

SESSION HAPPENINGS 

 
The session met on October 13th with the acting moderator, Tom Milligan calling it to order and 

opening with prayer. All members were present. The agenda was approved as were the minutes of the 

previous meeting. 

The treasurer’s report was presented. We have paid the next years insurance premium in advance at 

a discount.  It cost $12,000 to repair a failed AC compressor but we were reimbursed by insurance for 

$8000 because it may have been due to lightning.  It was noted that the replacement was so expensive due 

to the age (17 years) of the unit and the freon used in them has been discontinued and cost $4000 alone to 

recharge.  We have 11 of these very old units currently and they are 5 years beyond their expected life.   

We donated $500 to the hurricane Ida relief fund. We also purchased some new Sunday School books. 

The nominating committee has been working on its annual report and will have a slate of officers to 

nominate at the annual meeting in January.  Finance committee will start on 2022 budget soon and reported 

that $400 was donated to the Solanco Crop Walk. The worship committee noted that Scott has offered to be 

able to be at Union through December if needed. Some dates for the rest of the year are: Homecoming, 

October 17th; Memorial Sunday, November 7th; December 19th, Organ Concert (also Communion Sunday); 

and December 24th, Christmas Eve Service.  

The pastor search committee reported that there are a couple possible candidates and serious follow 

up has been done on one from Virginia. One is an EPC minister, the other would need to get approved. 

They are continuing to proceed. They may do a congregational survey. 

The trustees reported cutting and trimming trees, painting around the church and manse and 

removing window air conditioners at the manse. They also had our three heaters serviced for the winter. 

They also are soliciting replacement HVAC systems to replace out aged and failing systems. It would most 

likely be a heat pump system that would replaces both our aged steam oil boilers and the 11 air 

conditioning systems we currently have with less units but more individual room controls and greatly 

reduced AC operating noise in the sanctuary.  The efficiency rating of the new units would be nearly twice 

of the existing ones and we would no longer buy oil. It was mentioned that we might solicit donations from 

the congregation to help with the cost. 

The Deacons presented a report mentioning their activities so far this year and it was accepted into 

the minutes. A salary increase was given to pastor Scott in recognition of the outstanding job he has been 

doing for us.  The Amishman who rents the ground from UPC next to the large parking lot has asked to 

stop. Marty will talk to the other adjoining Amishman about taking over the lease.  Hazel Shoemaker has 

offered to donate a Hammond Organ to the church.  We may have a class in early 2022 for new members 

to join. 

Rev. Milligan closed the meeting with prayer for the pastor search committee. 

 

         SESSION CONSIDERING HVAC UPGRADES (CONTINUED) 
 

 
address and the 70-year-old manse are in need of major repairs to its roof and windows. We are fortunate 

that this money has become available to make these projects easier to accomplish while still enabling the 

church to move into a new era with a pastor hopefully coming on and the added expenses this will add to 

our budget. The session has also committed to increasing our benevolent outreach giving. 

We would prayerfully ask that anyone wishing and able to contribute to these large expenditures we 

will be undertaking in the near future consider helping Union move forward on our Christian mission and 

once again become a beacon in our community. To make a contribution you can talk with any session 

member or church treasurers.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

 

  

9:00 Art Class 

 

  

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 
  

 

9:00 Art Class 

7:00 Session 

 

1:00 Deacons 

 

 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

  

 

9:00 Art Class 

  

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

COMMUNION 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

6:30 Organ Concert 

 
 Winter Begins 

9:00 Art Class 

  Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship  

–  Scott Phillips 

 

  9:00 Art Class 

 

 

New Year’s Eve 

 



  
 

December 5th  

1st Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 

Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

 

December 12th  

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; 

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

December 19th  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; 

Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; 

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

 

December 26th  

4th Sunday of Advent 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

Tomato Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, Pudding Cups, Snack on the Run 

(chicken or tuna) with crackers, Granola Bars, Rice Krispies Treats, 

Pop Corn – Microwave, Mac & Cheese, Chef Boyardee Cans, 

Rice a Roni – chicken, Tuna Helper 

 

DECEMBER FLOWERS    

 

 

  5 – Ruth Barker 

12 – Pat DiPaola 

19 – Larry & Barb Whyte 

26 – Poinsettias  
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FOOD BANK 

 

 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

 

 

 

2 Emily Hastings 

4 Nathaniel Wrigley 

 Janet Todd  

5 Patrick Graver 

 Chris Shoemaker   

7 John Noonan  

8 Mark Jackson 

 Kay Jackson 

 Adam Kelley 

14 Lois Ferguson   

15 William Sumner 

16 Holly Parmer 

17 Peter Lesley 

18 Robert Ambler  

20 Marsha Ferguson 

21 Gary Jackson, Jr. 

22 Jerry Eldreth 

Brian Michael Wade  

Jane Ferguson 

Timothy Slodki 

23 Kristen Hoak 

24 Mary Jo Ferguson 

25 Jesus 

Martin Greenleaf, Jr. 

26 Kayla Ferguson Bailey 

27 Angie Miller 

29 Timothy Kleinhans 

 

OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Giving for October:  $15,770  October Expenses: $18,560 
Sunday School Collection for Glovers: $220 

 

Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers and 

cards for the loss of my son. Your kindness 

and thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated. 

~Elsie Vaughan & Family 
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