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A number of years ago the small group that my family was a part of served a meal 

to roughly 50 hungry teenagers at a local youth center.  It was a fun service project 

to do as a group, and it seemed as though the kids really enjoyed a “supper” of 

pancakes and sausage (the chocolate chip pancakes were especially a hit!).  The 

evening provided a great opportunity to model the spiritual discipline of service to 

our kids, as they watched us cook and serve the meal; a little awestruck at the 

hungry mob of teens devouring the food.   

At one point as I was walking back and forth from the center to our minivan, I 

passed a young man who was digging into a stack of pancakes like a hungry lion 

feeding on a zebra.  At that moment the young man’s friend standing next to him 

gently needled him about his eating style.  The young man replied, with a mix of 

exasperation and seriousness in his voice, “Hey, if I don’t eat here, I don’t eat.”   

As we drove home that night, I told my kids of the teenager’s comment, explaining 

how his situation is very similar for many kids, and how important it is for 

Christians to help serve those in need.  It was a great night, albeit one that 

convicted me as to how much more serving I should be doing! 

We don’t often think of serving others as a spiritual discipline (at least not in the 

same way as we view reading the Bible and prayer), but our self-centered nature 

means that we must actively pursue it.  Service, for the vast majority of us, simply  

doesn’t come naturally.  The writer Pat Morley defined Christian service as “submission to God’s agenda by 

focusing on others, often through personal sacrifice.”  It’s the personal sacrifice part of service that requires 

discipline! 

As parents and grandparents, it is so important to both model and to instill in our kids and grandkids the 

discipline of service.  Developing a life of service is a process and will take time, so don’t be discouraged if 

your kids aren’t jumping in with both feet.  Before someone comes to know Jesus, they usually serve others out 

of a sense of obligation or duty (and many will serve only when forced to!).  After accepting Jesus as our 

Savior and Lord we hopefully follow the Holy Spirit’s leading in incorporating service as a part of our life.  It 

is usually only after some time, however, that serving others becomes like a second nature to us.  Developing a 

desire to serve is often a sign of spiritual growth and maturity!   

As you consider the discipline of service and your own family, look for ways that you can include the youngest 

members in serving others.  Too often the individual members of families serve separately (dad is a trustee at 

church, mom volunteers at a shelter, the kids do a service project with the youth group), but the family (and/or 

married couple) rarely serves together.  Just as important, make sure that you are talking to your kids about the 

importance of serving, why God wants us to be servants, and how they can be using the gifts and talents to 

serve others, even at a young age. 

We can probably all agree that living out a life of service is not easy.  Submitting ourselves to Someone else’s 

plan rarely is.  When we believe in Jesus, however, serving others is not an option.  We will all hear the same 

question that Isaiah heard – “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?" 

Isaiah answered “Here am I.  Send me!”   

Will we? 



  
 The session met on February 10th with Rev. Milligan of Little Britain as acting moderator. Rev. 

Phillips also attended. After opening prayer, the minutes of the January meeting and also the Annual 

Congregational meeting of January 31st were approved. The new 2021 officers were approved at that 

meeting. Barb Whyte was elected to the session replacing the expired term of Arlene Hastings and Ray 

Wallace continued for another term. 

 After a review of the treasurers report it was approved and motion also made to pay February 

expenses. The worship committee reported that communion will be held on 2/21. Palm Sunday is  3/28, 

Good Friday service at 7pm on 4/2 and Easter services on 4/4.  All services are now recorded on tape 

and taken to shut-ins and the sermon is also available on the internet from the church website at 

www.unionpres.com.  There will not be an Ash Wednesday service but a Lenten Devotional is avail. 

 The finance committee reported that we are working down the benevolence list from the budget 

and making payments.  The Pastor search committee reported they are conversing with a couple potential 

candidates. It was also noted that Scott Phillips was approved as Union Stated Supply Pastor at the recent 

POTE presbytery meeting. He has stepped right in and is doing a great job with visitations and meeting 

the needs of the congregation and has been very well received at Union. 

 The trustees report that the church elevator recently passed it's 3-year inspection.  It was approved 

to allow Betty Vasco, Arlene Hastings and Dana Nixon to go through the 30-year collection of youth, 

Sunday school, Bible school and art supplies in the basement to clean up the area. 

 The next POTE meeting will be held by Zoom in April.  The meeting closed with prayer by Rev. 

Milligan to meet again on March 10, 2021. 

 

SESSION HAPPENINGS 

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL REPORT 

Giving for February: $13,705                February Expenses: $11,528 

(Keep in mind that a full-time minister will add about $3,000 per month to expenses) 

Sunday School collection for the Glovers: $100 
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“WHEN WILL UNION RETURN TO NORMAL” 
 

 With warm days and pent-up desire to return to normalcy after a year of isolation, the big item on 

everyone’s mind is WHEN???  While we have been able to continue Sunday services safely, using a mix of 

distancing, masks, sanitizer, shorter services, less standing, singing and personal interaction, some things like 

Sunday School, quilting, luncheons and even funerals have been displaced. 

 This was precisely the discussion that session entertained at the March meeting. While we are certainly 

anxious to get back to normal, we feel that a premature rush might make all of the sacrifices we made for the 

last year in vain. As the vaccine roll out continues and numbers drop, but then uptick a little, we see the 

proverbial light at the end of the tunnel, but not yet the END of the tunnel. You may recall that last year, after a 

March close that we fervently felt we could reopen on Easter only to have our prediction and hopes dashed.  

Once again, we HOPE that mid-April will have shown the improvement we desire to reopen everything, but 

having had hopes dashed before, we have chosen to wait until the April 14th session meeting to make a 

decision, having another month’s data under our belts. 

 We appreciate your understanding and support through this long ordeal and hope you understand that we 

have tried to put the safety of our members at the forefront of all of our decisions. Please bear with us for 

another month or so.     ~Your Session. 

http://www.unionpres.com/


             



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

  

 

 1:00 Deacon 

Mtg  

Maundy Thursday Good Friday 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

Easter 

 

7:00 Trustee Mtg 

 

 

  

1:00 Spring  
Clean-up Day 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

1:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

7:00 Session Mtg 

  

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

 

Administrative 

Professionals Day Earth Day 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30  

10:00 Worship  

– Scott Phillips 

      

2021 



  

FOOD BANK (Not available, please watch your bulletin.) 

 

 
REMINDER 

If you have email and would like to get schedules, dates, and 

announcements online, send your email address to upc@epix.net. 

Also, remember that news, organ concerts and Sunday sermons are 

available at unionpres.com. 

LECTIONARY PASSAGES 

APRIL FLOWERS 
  4 (Still Available)  

11 Larry & Barb Whyte 

18 (Still Available) 

25 (Still Available) 

3 Kent Wade   
5 Reenie Chase 
6 Stanley Vasco 
8 David Kelley 
11 Brooke McCardell Daly 
 Angela Slodki   
12 Gregory Trimble 
17 Keith Hastings 
18 Bailey McCardell 
20 Roger Cline 
23 Colleen Shoemaker 
25  Arlene Hastings 
26      Alexandria Wallace  
                 Rackman 
29 William Noonan  
30 Larry Sheaffer 

April 4th  

Resurrection of the Lord 

Acts 10:34-43;  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18 

April 11th  

2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133:1-3; 

1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31  

April 18th  

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4:1-8; 

1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 

April 25 

4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23:1-6; 

1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

 

Union Church family, Thank you for your 

prayers, phone calls and cards after the passing 

of my Mother. All were greatly appreciated. 

~Kenny & Judy Beiler   

Spring Clean-Up Day 

The trustees will be holding 

the annual spring church 

cleanup on Saturday, April 

10th starting at 1:00pm. If 

anyone thinks they would like 

to get a head start there are 

limbs to be picked up and put 

in the dumpster. Pine cones 

can stay. There will also be a 

cemetery cleanup starting at 

9:00am.  
 

Dear folks of Union: Thank you for all the support you have given 

Sam and me during this time of healing! The prayers are so 

uplifting! Knowing that I am not in this alone just makes it 

uplifting and encouraging! The cards that continue to come each 

day in the mail. The calls, the flowers that have been prayed over 

in the sanctuary, the food so lovingly prepared and brought for us 

and so much more that it humbles me! The fruit tray from the 

church sunshine committee! It is all overwhelming! I shall have to 

live to be a hundred to be able to "pay it forward"! 

 

Many thanks to Pastor Scott for his calls and visit! It is good to be 

able to hear and watch as he presents his sermon on You Tube 

each week from the chapel! It reminds me that you don't have to 

be in the building to worship God! (But it sure helps when that's 

what you have done for a LONG time!) 

 

I don't know what's next in this journey but I know who will be 

with me! 

 

Thank you and God bless. ~Charlotte Stoner 

mailto:upc@epix.net
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Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles. Isaiah 40:31 


