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The Union Press
“To know Him and make Him known”
Where do we stand with PCUSA and EPC?
You probably thought all of this discussion was behind us!
Well, there is an old saying that good things take time. Yes we were
released by Donegal Presbytery and, Yes, we were accepted by The
Presbytery of the East, EPC. However, all of this is contingent on
completing all of the fine print,
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most notably satisfying the “Reversion Clause” with Donegal and
paying them $25,000. We are prepared to pay the release fee.
Donegal is requiring the reversion clause be recorded with our deed.
The clause lists the terms of the reversion of our property to PCUSA
should we cease to be a part of any reformed Presbyterian body (ie,
EPC), become extinct or abandon the property. While this in itself
feels somewhat unnecessary, Donegal is requiring it. What makes this
challenging is there is not a single deed for the property. There are 5
deeds recorded at the Lancaster County Court House. The original
deed was recorded in 1814, a parcel was recorded in 1954 for the
manse, two more parcels were recorded in 1975 and the last in 1979
adding ground to the north and west to Rt. 472. A consolidated deed
combining all of the deeds for the property in total was never
recorded. From the original charter filing in 1859, the official PA
Dept. of State articles of incorporation name for UPC has been “The
Union Presbyterian Congregation of Colerain”. The deeds written for
the last four parcels used the unofficial but “accepted” name, at the
time, of Union United Presbyterian Church.

With all of the research that Donegal’s attorney has had
completed, she could record a consolidated deed with minimal
additional work required. However, we feel it is in our best interest
that we have a deed recorded consolidating the 5 parcels by a real
estate attorney working for Union Presbyterian Church. A legal
explanation will be required stating that four of the deeds were
recorded inaccurately using the unofficial name of Union United
Presbyterian Church. Donegal’s attorney will then record the
Reversion clause. It is perplexing that the legally accepted recorded
actions of previous sessions over the last 150 years are technical
shortcomings in the standards of today. We feel we are making
progress and look for the issues to be resolved in the near future.
(Continued page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

We will keep you informed of our progress. Thank you for sticking with us through tough times for
our congregation and the difficulties that go along with being between ministers. We sincerely thank Rev's.
Elaine Swinehart and Tom Chase for their wonderful help in getting us through this difficult year. Thanks to
Gerry Phillips for keeping our varied services on track and also Rev. Kurt Schenk for contributing to our
services and special programs and the help from members of the New Beginnings Church. Thanks to Julie
Walton for always getting our bulletins ready. In the past, only a few lines needed changing every week. Now
our bulletins are different almost weekly. She has also stepped up and taken over much of the accounting
work that was done by others in the past nearly flawlessly without complaint.
We thank everyone who contributed extra gifts towards the $25,000 payment. To date we have
received $5000. This will help us to be able to operate like we need to. Anyone who is still desirous of
contributing to this can talk to a session member or simply put extra in the collection marked
“dismissal fee” or mail to the church.
Your Session

WINTER WEATHER CONDITIONS AND SUNDAY SERVICES
It is the opinion of session that except in extreme conditions (heavy ice,
a foot of snow and more coming, etc.) that the decision to attend church
services should be a personal decision based upon your own conditions
and abilities. One person may be a mile down a main road and the
next person has to come 5 miles over notorious back roads. We feel that
in general, we will hold a service for whoever can come. If a minister does not
show up, we will pray and sing songs and make the best of it and probably dismiss early.
That being said, we may foresee that conditions dictate that no one should be on the roads. In that
condition we may cancel church. WGAL has changed their policy and will only broadcast Church
closings on the internet and not TV. WDAC will broadcast but not many people have radios in their
house anymore. The current answering system at UPC does not lend itself to remote answering
system changes. If the only option is getting cancellations on the internet, the easiest way is for us to
disperse the information directly via “The Union eNews” which comes out weekly. If you are email
capable, you will get cancellations that way. If you do not currently get emails but are capable please
email the church to get added to the list. (at upc@epix.net ). If you cannot get email, we will also use
the phone prayer chain ONLY if canceled. If you are not on either, figure out which one you want on
and call Julie at 717-529-2000. (Tue/Thurs 9-2).
But above all, keep in mind it is a personal decision. Do not feel that if Church is not canceled
that you must put your safety at risk by trying to attend. No one will think less of you for being safe.
Yet we also want the building to be open for anyone to worship who can safely get here.
~Your Session.

Celebrate the Birth of Jesus in Song

SESSION HAPPENINGS
The session met on November 14th, 2018 with William Davies serving as moderator. Much of the
discussion centered on our pending dismissal from PCUSA. Donegal Presbytery is requiring several
items to be completed to finish the process. They are requiring a lawyer to add a reversion clause to our
deed which requires us to remain a Presbyterian denomination until at least May of 2024 or we will
automatically revert to PCUSA. There has been considerable difficulty in locating the exact deeds,
bylaws and articles of incorporation to suit their lawyer. We are hoping to wrap it up by December 1st at
which time we sign the papers and pay $25,000 and the release is finalized. (that did not happen). We
have received about $5000 in donations from the congregation towards the 25,000. We need to make it
known to the congregation that they can still contribute.
We have received a letter from Oxford Presbyterian Church that several members from Union have
joined Oxford. We need to determine how to respond as they were not actually member letters asking for
transfer.
Union will be holding a musical Christmas Program on December 15th instead of the Pageant
which was previously held each year. New Beginnings Church of the Cross will be participating also.
There will be refreshments afterward. A free will offering will be taken. We will also be holding a joint
Sunday service with NBCOC on Sunday, Dec. 9th with Pastor Kurt Schenk leading the service. A covered
dish luncheon will follow the service.
Tyler McCardell held a demonstration of the defibrillator and CPR techniques after the November
4 service. It was well done and very informative.
th

FINANCIAL REPORT
Giving for November: (Including extra donations toward dismissal) $14,662
November Expenses: $5,949 (A full time minister would add about $5,000)
We still need to pay Donegal Presbytery $25,000

New Beginnings Church
Joins us for a time of Worship & Fellowship
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FOOD BANK
Tissues

Saltines

Shampoo and conditioner
Diapers size 5

LECTIONARY PASSAGES
January 6th
Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
January 13th
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29;
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 20th
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
January 27th
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a;
Luke 4:14-21
The flower calendar for 2019 is
on the bulletin board in the main
lobby. Please choose the dates
you would wish to provide
flowers in the sanctuary vases.

JAN. FLOWERS & GREETERS
6 Carolyn Sacks
13 (Still Available)
20 (Still Available)
27 (Still Available)

6 Carolyn Sacks & Sandy Stewart
13 Don & Arlene Hastings
20 Larry & Barbara Whyte
27 Ray & Cheryl Wallace

JAN. BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4
6
7
10
11
12
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
24
25
26
27
29
30

Scott Whitman
Jake Dougherty
Kenny Miller
Daryl Supplee Sr.
Annie Thompson
Trey McCardell
Amanda Weicksel
Victoria Pyle
Rodney Whiteside
Pat McCardell
Verna Mae Walton
Mary Traina
Edward Whitman
James Vasco II
Debra Greenleaf-Campbell

Chase Carter
Delsa Wrigley
Kent Hastings
Paul Shivery III
Megan Ferguson
Justin Bouchelle
Joyce Pyle
Daniel Greenleaf
Branden Shoemaker
Debra Workman
Peter Graziano
Daniel Stoner

We want to thank our Union Church family for the flower, cards and prayers during John’s hospital stay.
Also, thanks for the Thanksgiving fruit basket. ~John & Annie Thompson

Union family, Special thanks to you all for the food, fruit, flowers, and cards. It was especially nice for
your visits too, Charlotte, Don and Arlene, Louise, and Janet. God Bless You All. ~Joe & Helen Pugh
I would like to thank everyone from the church for the basket of fruit that was given to me for
Thanksgiving. God bless each and every one! ~Pauline Ray
Union Church, Thank you for the cards, prayers, and kind words in the passing of my mother. They were
truly appreciated. ~Gerry & Joyce Letterman
Thank you all who donated the 50 poinsettias that so beautifully decorated the church for Christmas and
the committee who did the work.

A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 27th following the service to review the
Annual Report and receive the budget.

BIBLE STUDY
As the weather becomes colder and the days become shorter, we invite
each of you to a Bible Study. The study will center around "Bigger than
my Selfishness" Pick a suitable time:
Monday, January 14th at 1:00 pm or 7:00 pm.

Union Presbyterian Church
5637 Street Road,
Kirkwood, PA 17536

