
 

Group Leader Questions for RCC Message on 1/26/2020 

1. Have you ever planned a social event or prepared your home for guests that never showed up? What 

was that experience like? 

2. Ask for a volunteer to read Luke 14:12-24. 

3. In verse 12, who were they NOT to invite to lunch or dinner? On the surface, this statement seems a 

little counterintuitive, and for some of us, maybe a little to close to home. Discuss the reasoning that 

Jesus gives in verses 13 and 14. 

4. After the guests began to make excuses for not attending, what was the reaction of the host in verses 

21-24? Considering Jesus’ audience, who do you think the characters of this story represented? What 

was the message that Jesus was trying to convey with this story? 

5. In the message, Shannon said that “the day you decide to make RCC your church home is the day RCC 

is no longer here for you.” What do you think he meant by that statement? 

6. Shannon also talked about the “empty chair.” What does the “empty chair” represent and what is 

that significant? 

7. Think back to Jesus’ story in Luke 14. What do we learn about the heart of God through the actions of 

the banquet host? What do you think the host expects to gain in return for His generosity? Explain. 

8. Shannon told the story about Tony and Agnes. In the story, Tony surprised Agnes (whom he had just 

encountered for the first time just the night before) with a surprise birthday party. Think about the 

people who you encounter every day. How might this story encourage you to take a risk on reaching 

out to one of them in need of a friend? Do you have anybody in mind? 

9. If you are willing to share, personally which of the four groups that we’ve talked about over the last 

few weeks do YOU have the hardest time loving? 

a. Your neighbors 

b. The hurting 

c. The next generation 

d. Those who aren’t here 

10. Take some time when you pray to pray for the “empty chairs,” those who have not yet chosen to 

follow Jesus. Pray that the chairs in RCC and other churches in our community would be filled. 

11. [End study & discussion time when you feel it is time] 

12. [Turn over meeting to the Prayer/Care leader for group prayer requests.]  

13. [For prayer time, the Prayer/Care leader asks someone to start and someone to end when everyone 

has had a chance to pray.] 

14. [Turn over meeting to Host for any announcements, refreshments, end of meeting.] 


