
 

Group Leader Questions for RCC Message on 11/24/19 
 

1. Have you ever made a great “find” at a yard sale, flea market, or auction? Tell the group about your 

find of “great value.” 

2. Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 26:1-16. 

3. How do verses 1-16 set the stage for Jesus’ betrayal and death? 

4. Even though both the religious leaders and Judas did their best to thwart Jesus’ mission, they 

accomplished the very purpose for which He came. They thought they were going to stop Him, but 

actually ended up being used by God to finish His work. Do you think God still works the same way? 

Can you think of any examples?  

 

5. Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 26:17-29. 

6. Many times, Jesus is portrayed as a helpless martyr. What words and actions in these verses show 

Him to be very much in control? 

 

7. Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 27:33-50. 

8. Matthew uses very few words to describe Jesus’ crucifixion. Why do you think that is? 

9. John R. W. Stott asks in The Cross of Christ why the cross emerged as the symbol for Christ. Why did 

the early Christians not choose a crib where He was born, or a boat where He preached, or the towels 

with which He washed dirty feet, or the stone rolled away from the tomb where He rose? Stott 

answers that while Jesus’ birth and life and preaching and resurrection are all vital, it is Jesus’ 

crucifixion that is absolutely central to knowing Him. 

 

How is the cross sometimes used today by people who don’t know what it means? How is it used by 

people who know what it means, but maybe use it differently than Christians would use it? What 

does the cross mean to you? 

10. Shannon ended this teaching by saying that if the cross is not at the top of our list of things to be 

thankful for, then our list is wrong. What things do we sometimes put above the cross? What can we 

do to keep the cross and everything that it represents in the place that it belongs?  

 

11. [End study & discussion time when you feel it is time] 

12. [Turn over meeting to the Prayer/Care leader for group prayer requests.]  

13. [For prayer time, the Prayer/Care leader asks someone to start and someone to end when everyone 

has had a chance to pray. Take some time to say “Thank you” for the cross and Jesus’ love for you.] 

14. [Turn over meeting to Host for any announcements, refreshments, end of meeting.] 


