
 

Group Leader Questions for RCC Message on 11/10/19 
 

1. Have you ever experienced a similar situation to that which Shannon described – a waiter or waitress 

who recommended something but had never actually tried it before? 

2. Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 23:1-7. 

3. John MacArthur writes the following about this text: 

 

“Jesus' words in this passage fly from His lips like claps of thunder and spears of lightning. Out of His 

mouth on this occasion came the most fearful and dreadful statements that Jesus uttered on earth.” 

 

Does Jesus’ words for/about the Pharisees surprise you? Does this chapter change your image of 

Jesus in any way? 

4. Feel free to answer in the following questions in a generic way concerning the Church, or if you are 

willing to be transparent and real, answer them about yourself: 

a. How can we sometimes not “practice what we preach?” (v. 3) 

b. How can we sometimes make the gospel “harder than it has to be?” (v. 4) What might be an 

example of a “heavy burden” created by religious teaching? 

c. How are we sometimes guilty of “doing things for others to see?” (v. 5-7) 

5. Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 23:23-28. 

6. Feel free to answer in the following questions in a generic way concerning the Church, or if you are 

willing to be transparent and real, answer them about yourself: 

a. How do we sometimes “miss the point?” (v. 23-24) Do think it’s easier or harder to focus on 

the details rather than people? Do  

b. In what ways are we sometimes more concerned about the outside than the inside? (v. 25-28)  

7. In what ways is the church a safe place? How can it sometimes be an unsafe place? 

8. If you are willing, take some extra time to pray through the prompts that we prayed during our 

Sunday morning teaching time: 

a. “God, reveal to me where there are areas of hypocrisy in my life.” 

b. “God, show me what it would look like to be vulnerable and real with others?” 

c. “God, help our church to be a place of grace, a place where people can be real and find love 

and healing.” 

 

9. [End study & discussion time when you feel it is time] 

10. [Turn over meeting to the Prayer/Care leader for group prayer requests.]  

11. [For prayer time, the Prayer/Care leader asks someone to start and someone to end when everyone 

has had a chance to pray.] 

12. [Turn over meeting to Host for any announcements, refreshments, end of meeting.] 


