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 I want to give Jesus some props here, and not for the reason you might think.  I could go 

in a typical direction, pointing out that this changing of water to wine is Jesus’ first recorded 

miracle, and what it says about who Jesus is and what he can do.  We usually look at the miracles 

that Jesus performed as evidence of his divine nature.  But, that is not what caught my attention 

this time.  Today, I see this story showing Jesus as gloriously and imperfectly human.  Of course 

both those things are true – that’s the deal with Jesus.  But I wonder if we do not sell Jesus and 

ourselves short when we emphasize his godliness over his humanness.    

 Scholars give us a solid theological explanation for Jesus’ initial hesitation to step in and 

do something about the embarrassing truth that the hosts have run out of wine.  “My hour has not 

yet come,” Jesus says.  In other words, Jesus’ full glory would be revealed in his passion and 

resurrection  - the events to which this season of Lent leads us.  “Jesus is only following God’s 

plan,” we say.  “He couldn’t show his hand until the right time, putting in motion the saving acts 

of Holy Week and Easter.”  True enough.  But – what about the other words that Jesus said? 

 “Woman, what concern is that to you and me?”  Jesus asks his mother.  That just screams 

humanity to me – broken and fallen humanity.  I have heard versions of those words said, and I 

have said them myself.  We hear about needs in the world – situations much more serious and 

life threatening than running out of wine at a party – and we think that if we are not affected 

directly, it’s not our problem.  We don’t have to do anything about it.    
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 “What does this have to do with me?” we might ask ourselves as we pass a person 

sleeping on the street on a cold winter night.  “Why should I be worried about that?”  we think as 

we learn of still more civil war in Syria.  “Syria is far away, I am unaffected by this.”  Elected 

officials make laws that will lead to fewer people having access to health care or education, but it 

doesn’t affect our neighborhood, so it barely penetrates our consciousness.  “What does this have 

to do with me?” “Nothing,” we tell ourselves.  And then we move on.    

 We are not evil people.  In fact, more of us are trying to do the right thing and be a force 

for good in the world than are not.  I’m firmly convinced of that.  To be fair, there is SO MUCH 

need in the world, so many places where we need to be present and engaged, that it’s 

overwhelming.  It is largely unconscious, the mental process that we go through, only giving our 

attention to the things that make a difference in our own lives, putting us in jeopardy.  We have 

to have some way of narrowing down our focus, otherwise we would never accomplish anything 

– there are simply too many things that call for our attentiveness and care.  We cannot do 

everything, cannot meet every need or save every life of which we become aware.   

 However, saying “What does this have to do with me?” is a mistake.  It is a means of 

distracting ourselves from the suffering of others.  It is inevitable that we will each choose things 

to do in the world, ways to participate in what our Jewish sisters and brothers call “tikkun olam” 

– repairing the world.  At the same time, though, it is critical that we remember that we are all 

connected.  Even when a situation arises that we cannot do anything about directly, we have a 

responsibility to be as aware as we can, to pray for our neighbors who are hurting, and to entrust 

them to the care of God.  In the settings where we cannot be physically present, we pray for 

those who are, as they pray for us, trusting that we are all part of a larger whole, working 

simultaneously to bring about wholeness and healing.  If we look at it that way, we do not ever 
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get to answer the question ‘What does this have to do with me?” with the word “Nothing.”  If we 

are all part of the marvelous tapestry of creation, when one suffers we all suffer.  When one 

human being degrades or demeans another, we are all diminished.  When one child is not 

allowed to reach their potential, it is a loss for us all.  We all have everything to do with each 

other.             

 And Jesus knows that – he knows that every one of us is created in God’s image, loved 

and treasured by God.  After all, he came to earth to show us that.  So, what is going on with 

Jesus at the wedding?  We try to find an explanation for Jesus’ bizarre behavior, saying to 

ourselves that “Maybe he was testing his Mother’s faith, making her think that he wasn’t going 

to help, but he really intended to all along.”  “Maybe he was tired and didn’t want to exert 

himself.”  “Maybe the hosts were not good people, and he needed to warn them you have to be a 

good person if you want to reap the rewards that he can give you.”     

 But what about this possibility?  Maybe Jesus had a moment in which he was being kind 

of a self-centered jerk.  I’m not saying he IS a self-centered jerk, but if he is human, surely that 

means that he has normal human emotions, even failings.  Humans have bad days.  Maybe he 

had consumed plenty of wine and was satisfied, thank you very much.  Therefore, the needs and 

desires of the other wedding guests were not his concern.  “Why are you bothering me about 

this?  Not my problem.”             

 But Jesus quickly shakes off his less than divine attitude – with the help of his mother.  

Mary is able to see that that Jesus is not at his best at the moment, but that he is capable of being 

and doing better.  Maybe she even knows him better than he knows himself.  She also has an 

idea of Jesus’ larger mission – remember, she was filled in on the plans when she was told she 

was going to have a baby.  Perhaps Mary did not want her hosts embarrassed by running out of 
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wine, but she also probably realized that if Jesus helped in this situation is was a sign of his glory 

– a preview of the big event to come.  In any case, she doesn’t even  respond to his grouchy 

comment, she just turns to the stewards and says to them “Do whatever he tells you.”  There is 

all kinds of symbolism in play for the rest of the story.  Those words – “Do whatever he tells 

you.”  In this festive social setting Mary has articulated the essence of discipleship.  If we are to 

follow Jesus, if we are to be his people, we have to do what he says.  If we are to provide what 

the world needs, we have to listen to him and follow his directions.    

 And how about the water and the wine?  None of us would dispute the need for water in 

our bodies, and the theological significance of water.  It is water that cleanses us in our baptism 

and water that literally sustains our bodies each and every day.  The human body can last without 

food for quite a bit longer than it can survive without water.  Jesus is referred to as “living 

water,” and later in this same gospel he says of himself “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 

and let the one who believes in me drink.”   So, it is not as if the jars of water are a bad thing, in 

fact water is essential.  So why the urgent need for wine?  It goes beyond social etiquette and 

concepts of hospitality and what is expected of good hosts in that culture at that time.  Wine is 

traditionally a symbol of transformation – proof of the truth that something ordinary can become 

extraordinary.  Jesus might have looked like a typical Gallilean, yet he was anything but.  We 

can be changed, and our lived can be deepened and enriched, if we do what he tells us to do.  It is 

no accident that when his hour had come, Jesus used wine as a way of remembering him.  “This 

is my blood, poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  It was about more than rescuing a 

dull party.  Perhaps Jesus didn’t grasp that at first, but Mary made sure he got the message. 

 And still we partake.  We gather around the tables and we enjoy fellowship together and 

we understand that just as Christ transformed water into wine he can change our hearts and 
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minds too.  We celebrate communion and we give thanks that he came not just to save us but to 

tend to all the lost and broken.  So, when we become aware that others are suffering from 

emptiness – we love them as Christ does.  When we ask that question “What does this have to do 

with me?” we answer it for ourselves.  It has everything to do with us. 

 

Thanks be to God.  Amen.               
             

 

  


