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Greetings From Leslie!
by Leslie Klingensmith

Kindle in our hearts, O God,
the flame of love that never
ceases, that it may burn in us,
giving light to others. May we
shine forever in your temple,
set on fire with your eternal
light, your Son Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Redeemer. - 
a prayer of St. Columba.
 

At the end of our recent trip to Scotland, our family
spent a few days on the Isle of Iona, the Hebridean Island
where St. Columba of Ireland founded a monastery in the
6th century. St. Columba is credited with bringing
Christianity to Scotland. Iona Abbey remains a Christian
pilgrimage site to this day. Ed and I visited there when we
went to a family wedding in Scotland in 2013, and we
were eager to return on this more extended trip.
 
Iona is hard to describe -
its raw physical beauty
combined with the daily
schedule of prayer and
worship (to which everyone
is invited) make it a place
of reverence that touches
the spirit in a deep place.
Celtic theologians have
called Iona a "thin place" -
the  places where the veil
between heaven and earth
is transparent, and one
feels a heightened sense of connection with God. The
photos included in this article include one of Iona Abbey,
with candles lit for an evening worship service.
 
When I came across this prayer attributed to St.
Columba, I thought back to that dusky evening when Ed

Above: White sands of Iona,
Inner Hebrides, Scotland.
Photo: Leslie Klingensmith 
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Upcoming Events
 
Sunday, September 1, 
Church Picnic. Our annual
church picnic is scheduled
for today at St. Matthew
following worship. Bring
enough chicken to feed your
family (plus 2 - 3 extra
pieces), and a salad or
dessert. The church will
provide drinks. If you have
folding lawn chairs, bring
them too! Plan to join us to
eat good food, play fun
games and catch up with
friends after the summer. 
 
Saturday/Sunday,
September 7 - 8, 
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Interior of Iona abbey.

and I walked from our hotel to the abbey and walked in to
see the candelabra beckoning us. The quietness of the
space and the reverent spirit of those gathered for
worship truly made us feel as if the candles represented
the "flame of love" that St. Columba asked God to kindle
within us.
 

Here's the thing -
Iona is a place where
some people (myself
included) have an
easier time sensing the
presence of God. I
hope to return there
sometime for an
extended period of
contemplation and
worship. But, I also
realize that wherever
we go, life goes with
us.

If I moved to Iona, I would still have the same troubles
that plague me here - bills to pay, family concerns, worry
for the state of our nation and our planet. Those things do
not go away, no matter how far away we travel. The
challenge, as I see it, is to carry at least a portion of the
serenity to be found in a place like Iona and make it a part
of ourselves and the way we live in the world.
 
As you read this fall newsletter, you will see many
opportunities for mission, service, and building
relationships. All of these programs and activities are
worthwhile and life-enriching. I hope you will find
whatever feeds your soul and participate wholeheartedly.
I also pray that our life together here at St. Matthew will
be a part of God "kindling in our hearts the flame of love
that never ceases," and "that it may burn in us, giving
light to others." May our work together and in the wider
world be characterized by the flame of love burning
brightly!
   
Grace and peace,
Pastor Leslie
   

2019 Vacation Bible School
Text: Konni Brantner, Photos: Al Ledbetter   
 

Session Retreat. St.
Matthew's Session will be
on retreat at the Bishop
Claggett Retreat Center,
Adamstown, MD, getting to
know each other and
planning for the year ahead.
Konni Brantner will be
preaching while Leslie is
away. Please keep the
Session in your prayers as
they consider important
issues for the church. 
 
Wed., September 11, 
Mary Martha Circle,
7:30 pm in the Agnes
Wilson Room. 
 
Thursday, September 12, 
First Adult Choir
Rehearsal. See details in
this newsletter.  
 
Sunday, September 15, 
Morning Worship, 10 am. 
 
Sunday, September 22, 
Morning Worship, 10 am.
University of Livingstonia
Fundraiser, 3 pm. See
details in this newsletter. 
 
Sunday, September 29, 
Morning Worship, 10 am.  

Sunday, October 13:
We are sponsoring another
meal-packing event for Stop
Hunger Now after morning
worship. See details in this
newsletter. 

Stewardship Reminder

A reminder from the
Stewardship Committee:
Over the summer we have
fallen behind in pledge
revenue. 
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Playing keep away in the Commons

This year our theme was "Be the Rock". What a week
we had! We had our biggest group yet, with almost 90
children, 25 youth and about 30 adults. There were
wonderful stories, moving monologues, fantastic songs,
exciting games, lots of crafts and loads of mission work.

We looked at the life, struggles and ministry of Peter.
Once again, we partnered with St. John's Lutheran
church to provide a meaningful, fun, and exciting week
for the children of our community.

Learning song moves in the Sanctuary
 
It took many hands to create such a memorable week.
Thanks to all who participated- from  the planning, to the
moving of the sanctuary and narthex furniture, to the
donation of all the various strange but necessary "stuff",
to the teachers, marketplace volunteers, games lady,
mission team, refreshment providers, AV experts, music
leadership, cleanup crew, and everyone in between.  We
really could not have had such as successful program
without your help.
   

You can check your pledge
status on line in Breeze.
Just go to your profile and
click the contributions button
or talk to Glenda DeJong,
(note no one can see your
pledge info in Breeze but
you).
     

Livingstonia Appeal

The University of
Livingstonia
Foundation will be
holding its annual
fundraiser on Sunday,
September 22 at 3:00 pm
in the Commons. St.
Matthew has been a long-
time supporter of the
University of Livingstonia
in Malawi, and the
Foundation raises funds
in the United States to
support scholarships,
purchase of IT and
science equipment, and
other needs of the
University.

Last year we raised
more than $30,000 to help
support 54 students, with
over $26,000 for students
still to be named, have
paid workshop stipends
for faculty, have
contributed towards the
building of a worship
center/ classroom. 
Please join us for an
afternoon of education,
music, food and
fellowship. Then help
support this worthy cause
as you can.

- Donna Chirwa

3



Practicing crafts in the Narthex

Youth Notes                                                 by Konni Brantner

Fall Church 
School Kick-Off -  
Sunday, September 8

It's time to look toward
the fall! All children will
meet their teachers in the
narthex after the children's
story and go directly to their
classroom. We are asking
that ALL CHILDREN (5th

grade and under) be picked up at the class door. The first
week, adults can register their children when they pick
them up after church.

HELP: We still 
need teachers!
 
We still need
several teachers and
helpers to complete
our staff. If you are
willing to HELP
please see Konni.  
 
Our most pressing need is in our youth department.
We're not asking for folks to take over the class on a
permanent basis. Our goal is to have a team, each of
which will work maybe a month. You'll have support...
you'll have curriculum or guidance, you'll have back up,
you'll have a chance to get to know some fantastic kids,
and to make a difference in their lives, their relationships
and their faith.  
 
In the process, you will learn, you will grow, you will
have the satisfaction of knowing you made a difference.
PLEASE contact Konni to say you'll step up and help!

Mary Martha Circle

It's hard to believe that
summer is almost over
and it is time to resume
our Mary Martha monthly
Bible study sessions.
This year our theme is
Love Carved in Stone: A
Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments. 
 
We meet at 10:30 a.m.
on the second
Wednesday of each
month (from September
to May) in the Agnes
Wilson Room.  Our first
meeting this year will be
held on Wednesday,
September 11  and our
discussion leader will be
Ruth Burgos-Sasscer.
After the lesson we will
enjoy lunch together;
bring a sandwich for
yourself but dessert and
beverage will be
provided.   
 

Carolyn Whittenburg
enjoys her birthday with
the Mary Martha group.
Credit: Kitti Hollister 

All women of the church
(members, guests,
visitors) are welcome. If
you have any questions

4



2019 Summer Church School

This summer, our
church school
revolved around the
life of Jesus. Our goal
was to help the
children understand
the human part of
Christ. Jesus was a
child, just like them,
who went on to do
incredible things. Our

children seemed to enjoy the summer.
 
Thanks to all those who helped! Eseme Koge, Louise
Boyle, Jody Hursh, Sabrina Makula, Wendy and Ron
Berry.

Camp JOY, July 7-13, 2019

Text: Konni Brantner, Photos: John Lem

Once again this year, St. Matthew's youth and adults
journeyed to Berkeley Springs West Virginia to participate
in CAMP JOY, the 30th year of this youth-oriented work
camp.
 

St. Matthew's 2019 Camp Joy crew 
 
Our crew of 29 youth and adults worked on 10 different
houses, doing everything from hanging a shelf...
scrapping and painting...digging a drainage ditch...
hanging several doors...building a shed...encasing a
window...a little weeding...installing a drainage pipe...
installing a ceiling...demolishing a porch...building a deck
staircase...building a porch step...caulking a decaying
basement...creating and installing a hand rail... repairing
a porch...installing gutters...oh, the list goes on and on.
Needless to say, our crew was busy!
 
We got wet on Sunday night--we had about 8 inches of
rain--almost all of us had wet tents, and "slept" in
vehicles. Monday saw a visit to the local laundromat and
Monday night a  local church, graciously opened their
doors to us. It was wonderful to have a dry place to    

about the Mary Martha
group or would appreciate
a ride to and from the
church please call Ruth
Burgos-Sasscer (301-
598-2288) or Julia McBee
( 301-603-0450).

- Ruth Burgos-Sasscer
      

 Choir Is Calling You

   
All God's creatures
have a place in the choir,
and once again the St.
Matthew Adult choir
cordially invites you to
become part of the
weekly celebration as a
singer or instrumentalist.
The choir rehearses on
Thursday evenings in the
Sanctuary starting at
7:30pm. Our first practice
will be on September 12. 

On Sunday mornings
we gather before the
service at 9:15. We have
a wide range of
experience among our
singers, and you should
not be afraid to come and
test it out. Come to a few
practices and a Sunday
or two and see if it works
for you musically and
spiritually. If you have any
further questions, contact
Jeremy Young or talk to
your favorite choir
member.
 

- Jeremy Young

Important Links
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sleep! Over all, we had a very wonderful experience and
a successful week.  
 
We want to thank everyone who helped make our trip
possible. Whether you attended the Mystery Meal, got
your car washed, purchased Panera coupons, shopped
at 5 Below or spent time in prayer for our safety, we
THANK YOU! Truly this is a year long project that takes
many hours and many people to make it work!.
 

St. Matthew's 2019 Camp Joy car wash

Congregational Notes

SAVE THE DATE:
Meal Packing
Event, Sunday,
October 13
by Linda Rhoad

It's coming! 
Another Rise Against
Hunger event on

October 13, 2019.  Please mark your calendars and plan
on volunteering to help assemble meals for school
children in impoverished areas around the world.  Last
year we assembled 15,000 meals in less than two
hours.  How did we do that?  By assembling 3,750
packets, each packet with enough ingredients when
combined with broth or water, to make four meals.  Last
year's meals went to children in Zambia.  Get ready to be
part of the RAH team  this year to assemble another
15,000 meals.

In a week or two we'll provide information on how to
sign up.  We'll also tell you about the goals for collecting
cash donations.  Rise Against Hunger is a grass-roots
organization facing rising costs for supplies and
transportation.  St. Matthew has always covered the
costs for hosting an event, taking funds from Mission's
budget and then asking the congregation to help
replenish the funds for other outreach needs.  If you
decide to donate your time but not your funds, that's OK. 

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor 

301-598-4400
  

Konni Brantner, 
Director of Youth

Education and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young, 
Director of Music 

and Organist 
301-681-8013  

Al Conner, 
Church Office

Administrative Assistant 
301-598-4400 

  
Janet Froom, 

Clerk of Session 
301-461-2968

 
Bill and Julia McBee, 

Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450   

Newsletter Update

The deadline for the next
issue of the St. Matthew
Messenger is September
28. Please send your
articles and pictures to
Bill McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you!
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There's lots of work ahead, and all hands on deck are
needed!
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