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Special Greetings From Leslie!
by Leslie Klingensmith

How I have missed you all!
As I write this, I'm preparing
to return to the office after my
three-month sabbatical. I'm
filled with gratitude for the
time away for rest and
renewal, and also eager to
see you all and reconnect.
The sabbatical was full of
interesting experiences that

challenged me physically and expanded my spiritual
life - I look forward to sharing some of those
adventurous moments with you all!

I tried to approach the whole sabbatical time with the
attitude that if things did not go according to the way I
had planned, that things would still work out as they
were meant to. As you may remember, I drove
hundreds of miles out west to participate first in a clergy
retreat in Estes Park, Colorado and then took two week
long courses at Ghost Ranch, a Presbyterian
retreat/education center in northern New Mexico. On the
trip, I made stops along the way to see friends and
family and take a break from all the driving. As carefully
as I planned, sometimes a section of the drive would
take longer than maps or GPS devices had assured
me would be required! When I had been in New Mexico
about four days, the "low pressure" light came on in my
car, indicating a problem with one of my tires.
Circumstances like that gave me plenty of opportunity
to cultivate the pilgrim attitude - things like being present
in the moment, dealing with situations I wouldn't have
chosen without letting them wreck the day, and keeping
my heart open to blessings that might show
up in unexpected places. None of these are new ideas
for me, but I appreciated the chance to practice them
intentionally!  
 

Above: Pedernal Mountain,
Ghost Ranch, New Mexico.
Photo: Leslie Klingensmith 
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Upcoming Events

Sunday, September 10, 
Fall Church School
Begins. See details in this
newsletter.

Thursday, September 14, 
First Adult Choir
Rehearsal. See details
below. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qp6ddiTRz2uC0AMSDwEXdAL0PRZgXvLi-KPsEzbQdPQS8qSQH11VicRjatQWSLFhtMRh9nfcgoJy4Mg0yDQN_GuWkJVz7Be0aTobkyZEU4mf0SkAucj2FLe8Zb1Tf9y2JYyd0uUy3vlTku4mS7g5GWWo0jJsy8saoITOMJIqUPjrpaLTb0khqQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qp6ddiTRz2uC0AMSDwEXdAL0PRZgXvLi-KPsEzbQdPQS8qSQH11Vidmy3zgR5nwQWRgf6m8uLbGEiU_4CJOd3_qj3rknQqHVkXq40Z39-WrrTocwxZBYxzTBVvZxTnaeyRvUhsDuidjBQ1kv4I3FJu71an_T8shnMZBTiZ87xllFH-vX3RZMV42_bgGyZOTdGAB3JIqbhCLIYjfrMw0ySUOnw9veT9-pwOpj0qpgvARAsYnDmEic0ybQwFkAsTFa7PMNzDRUh8T81N_NXz2F6g==&c=&ch=


The Chute

It's impossible to summarize
three months of ideas and
adventures in one newsletter
article, so I won't even try. I'm
sure that highlights will emerge
in sermons and conversations
over the next few weeks. I'm
including a couple of photos -
one of Pedernal, a gorgeous
mountain (see banner above) at
Ghost Ranch painted numerous
times by famous artist Georgia
O'Keefe. Pedernal looked
different every day, depending
on the color of the sky and the
pattern of the clouds, but it was
always beautiful. When it came
time to leave Ghost Ranch, I
was surprised at how I grieved
that the mountain would not be
part of my daily landscape
anymore. The other picture is
one of "The Chute," a
particularly arduous section of
one of Ghost Ranch's signature hikes, called "Kitchen
Mesa." Climbing The Chute (as well as completing the
whole hike) was an empowering moment!

On one of the last days
of my leave time (Monday,
August 28), I joined with
more than 20 other pastors
from National Capital
Presbytery to participate in
the "1,000 Ministers March
for Justice," held on the
54th Anniversary of Martin
Luther King Jr.'s March on

Washington. It was hopeful and inspiring to be part of a
moment where clergy from all faith traditions came
together to call for voting rights for all Americans,
reforms in our criminal justice system, and economic
opportunity for all - including immigrants. There were
actually more than 3,000 clergy present, and we
marched from the King Memorial to the Department of
Justice. As I'm sure each of you was, I was discouraged
and disheartened by the white supremacist rally in
Charlottesville recently, and the violence that broke out
there. It was encouraging to gather with other people of
faith and "pray with our feet." I am strengthened in my
conviction to advocate for those who are marginalized
in our society, so that we might make the love
expressed in the gospel message real for everyone.  

I'm excited to begin the program year with you all -
see the rest of the newsletter for further information
about things happening here at St. Matthew in the next

 
Sunday, September 17,  
International Potluck
Luncheon: After morning
worship. More details
below.

Saturday, October 1:
World Communion
Sunday: We are
sponsoring another meal-
packing event for Stop
Hunger Now (recently
renamed Rise Against
Hunger). See details in this
newsletter. 

Stewardship Reminder

A gentle reminder from
Stewardship Committee:
Over the summer we have
fallen a little behind in
pledge revenue. 

You can check your
pledge status on line in
Breeze. Just go to your
profile and click the
contributions button or talk
to Glenda DeJong, (note no
one can see your pledge
info in Breeze but you). 

If you do not have
access to Breeze and
would like to, contact Paul
Neal at pneal21@mac.com
or 301- 871-1692.
   

     
Hurricane Relief



few weeks and months. I am watching the coverage of
devastation in Houston in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.
As needs become clearer, we will figure out ways to
pitch in and bring healing to our neighbors there.
 
Grace and peace,
Pastor Leslie
   

Sanctuary Work and Facade Repair
Text and photos: John Meyer and Paul Neal  
 

Peeling paint on the sanctuary facade

Plans are underway to refurbish the facade of the
sanctuary. The work began at the end of August and is
scheduled for completion in early fall of this year. Work
will include wrapping all the exposed wood of the
facade with vinyl-coated aluminum, which will minimize
the need for future maintenance. It will also include
replacement of a broken pain of glass and the doors
leading from the sanctuary to the balcony. 

Scaffolding will be erected while the work is
performed. This project is designed to retain the design
and color of the existing facade. The congregation's
patience during the period of work is appreciated.
 

Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance is already on
the ground and assisting
our neighbors in Texas as
they begin the long process
of rebuilding from Hurricane
Harvey.

Those interested in
contributing to the relief
efforts can send a check to
the follow address:
Presbyterian Church (USA),
P.O. Box 643700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
Write "DR000169-Harvey"
on the memo line of your
check.

You can also give using a
credit card. Click on the
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance logo above, or
call 800-872-3283.    

     

Sanctuary's Architect

You may have
wondered about the
unique design of the St.
Matthews Presbyterian
Church sanctuary. W.
Kent Cooper was the
architect for St.
Matthew's sanctuary,
which was completed in
1966.

Sanctuary in 1965.

Cooper was a
modernist of note in the
Washington area at the



Tree removal from backside of sanctuary

On Friday, August 11, a large tree overhanging the
sanctuary had to be cut and removed. In addition, three
other trees were identified as potential threats if we had
the right wind and rainfall conditions.  

In an emergency the removal cost could be three to
four times what it cost ($3500) to do this one tree.
These pictures show the kind of expertise, equipment,
and manpower that are needed. (That is a 90-ton crane
in use.)  A tree falling on the sanctuary could do at least
$50,000 minimal damage.  Our insurance company will
want to minimize this occurrence, as we also should.
Long term we need to plan for this eventuality.
 

Maneuvering cut tree in the parking lot

time his firm undertook
the design of the St.
Matthew sanctuary.
Cooper credits famed
Finnish architect Eero
Saarinen with shaping
his early career. While at
the Cranbrook Academy
of the Arts in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan, a design
school founded by
Saarinen's father, Eliel,
Cooper took advanced
studies with Eero
Saarinen and won the
Paris Prize, the highest
award for a student
architect which led him to
one year of study in
Europe. He married a
graduate of Frank Lloyd
Wright's Taliesin, whom
he met at Cranbrook.
Thus, something of a
wunderkind reputation
preceded Cooper when
in 1958 Saarinen
recruited him to help
complete the Dulles
airport as the project
manager. 

Same view today.

Harold Black who was
on the St. Matthews
building committee in
1965 recalls that,
notwithstanding his
reputation for design,
some important details
were missed. Harold
explains that the back
stairs to the sanctuary
are as narrow as they
are because of
mismeasurement by
Cooper and his
associates on the St.
Matthew project. Harold
also observes that



Youth Notes                                                 by Konni Brantner

Fall Church 
School Kick-Off -  
Sunday, September 10

It's time to look toward
the fall! All children will
meet their teachers in the
narthex after the children's
story and go directly to
their classroom. We are

asking that ALL CHILDREN (5th grade and under) be
picked up at the class door. The first week, adults can
register their children when they pick them up after
church.

Our Church School Team:
Preschool:  Regina Koge and Louise Boyle
1st - 2nd: Jody Hursh, Abby Hartley and Mary Beth
Thompson
3rd - 5th:  Eseme Koge, Maisie Lynch  
Middle school/ High School:  John Meyer and Deeds
Wells

HELP NEEDED:
We are still in need of a teacher for our 3rd- 5thd grade
class for March, April and May, if you are interested,
please let Konni know.

2017 Vacation Bible School
  
This year our theme was "God's Power Burning
Bright". For the first time, our concentration was on
women of faith. Once again we partnered with St. John's
Lutheran church to provide a meaningful, fun, and
exciting week for the children of our community.

For the fourth year we held the program here at St.
Matthew and once again, our space proved to be
perfect! Between children, helpers, leaders, etc. we had
bout 110 folks here each day.  We had almost 100
different activities, exciting music , and a daily visits
from important women in the bible.

somewhere between the
architect and the
construction engineers
another measurement
mistake was made in
constructing the outside
balcony at the rear of the
sanctuary. The balcony's
level was supposed to
be two or three inches
lower than the floor of the
sanctuary to inhibit water
pooling on the balcony
from entering the
sanctuary or damaging
the thresholds of the
doors and window
framing.  
 

Crane used to remove 
tree behind sanctuary 

.
In addition to his work
on Dulles airport and St.
Matthew Presbyterian
Church, Cooper has
another famous
connection to architecture
in the Washington area.
Maya Lin's Vietnam
Veterans Memorial is the
landmark iconic
memorial of the postwar



Throughout the week we had lots of fun, loads of
creative energy and a very successful mission project.
Once again, this year, our mission project revolved
around Extra- Ordinary Birthdays, as well as our
summer lunch program. Throughout the week, the
children contributed enough to purchase 12 gifts for
children in homeless shelters as well as helped to
provide drinks, snacks and goodies for our summer
lunch program with some left for our smart sack
ministry.

It truly took many many hands to create such a
spectacular program. Thanks to all who participated-
from  the planning to the moving of the sanctuary and
narthex furniture, to the donation of all the various
strange but necessary "stuff", to the teachers,
marketplace volunteers, games lady, mission team,
refreshment providers, AV experts, music leadership, 
time keeper,  cleanup crew and everyone in between. 
We really could not have had such as successful
program without your help.

Summer Lunch Program  

Thanks to the
generosity of our church,
we were able to carry out
the 4th summer of our
Summer Lunch Program. 
Through this program, we
were able to provide and
deliver a well balance,
nutritious lunch, twice a
week for 18 children. 

This summer, in addition to a well balanced lunch,
the families also received fresh, healthy and delicious
vegetables from our St. Matthew community garden.
This program ran from the Tuesday after school ended
until the Friday before school started.

Shout outs go to everyone who supplied the food,
packed and delivered:

Chris Howard and the VBS crew, Jeanette Dibble,
Betsy Witte, Erin Whaley, Kit Boyle, Arleen
Dookwah, Bob and Jessie Warr, the Winter
family, Jody and Steve Hursh, Karen and Kirsten
Gonzolez, Tana Ngwira, Ida and Jim Leong, Leigh
Leslie, Weyata Wright and her girls, Sara Lou
Cardwell and Judy Johnson,

A very special thank you to Rogie Colston who
provided a frozen main course for our families
many, many times through this summer.

 Ruth Bugos-Sasscer and Amy Brantner who

era. Because Lin, the
student who won the
design competition,
wasn't yet eligible for an
architect's license,
Cooper's firm, Cooper-
Lecky Architects, served
as architect of record,
making the detailed
drawings and plans used
to execute the
construction of the
memorial - the famous
two long, black walls
inscribed with the names
of the fallen and
stretching out in a giant V.
His firm also provided the
design work for the
Korean War Memorial
also on the National Mall.

- Tom Barthold  

Fall and Winter Ushers

We are starting the
Fall/Winter usher
season.  Ushers serve
once a month from
September to January.  It
is a much needed
service to the church.  If
you have never done it
before we will be glad to
provide you with basic
training.  Please contact
Ida Leong if you are
interested or have any
questions.  We would
love to have you join the
team. 

- Ida Leong      

Mary Martha Circle



communicated and translated

And a special thank you to those who created,
built, planted, maintained and harvested our
garden.

Summer Church School

This summer our
church school revolved
around the parables of
Jesus. Our children
seemed to enjoy the
classes and activities.
Most importantly, they
came away with a
deeper understanding of

some of the many stories Jesus told.

Thanks to all those who helped! Louise Boyle, Amy
Brantner, Jody Hursh, Linda Ratcliff, Julia McBee and
Janet Froom.

Camp JOY, July 2017

 

St. Matthew's 2017 Camp Joy crew (stair view)

Once again this year, St. Matthew's youth and adults
journeyed to Berkeley Springs West Virginia to
participate in CAMP JOY, the 28th year of this youth
oriented work camp.

The  2017 Camp Joy Crew consisted of:
 
Kanayo Duru Nick Seganish

Roberta Ewane Sam Taylor

The Mary Martha Circle
will hold its first meeting
on September 13th. We
will continue to meet
throughout the year on
the second Wednesday
morning of the month. All
the women of the church
are invited to join us at
10:30 AM in the Agnes
Wilson Room. Ruth
Sasscer will lead the first
lesson as we begin to
explore the book of
Hebrews in the New
Testament. We enjoy a
casual lunch after our
study. Bring a friend and
a sandwich. Beverage
and dessert are
provided. For more
information contact Ruth
Burgos-Sasscer at
(301) 598-2288.
   

- Millie Ames      

Columbarium News

The Columbarium has
been enjoying some
needed attention this
summer. A new
committee has been
weeding and freeing the
azaleas. We have also
been reviewing the office
records to assure the
paperwork is up to date
as well as getting the
latest plaques installed.

If you can assist us in
our weeding it would be
greatly appreciated. We
gather on Wednesday
mornings at 11:00 AM.
Contact Millie Ames with



Finn Gallagher Abby Hartley

Evie Lynch Devin Hartley

Mary Kincer Eseme Koge

Suzette Kincer Tom Benedict

Koge Koge Eddie Brantner

Ashleigh Nelson Konni Brantner

Rochelle Nelson Steve Colgate

Yves Sack Maisy Lynch

Yuri Sack Blair Kincer

Yohann Sack Amy Seganish

Kelly Seqanish Stephen Winkler
  
During the week we worked on four major and one
minor project. Each of the homeowners have to qualified
for the program. The basic criteria is proof that they
cannot physically or financially manage to maintain
their homes.

Our jobs this year required a wide variety of skills, so
throughout the week, everyone got a chance to "stretch
their abilities". The St.Matthew crew worked diligently
and accomplished some tremendous  things. We all
should be proud!

A big thank you to our transportation and set up help-
Susan Wilson, Phil Henjum and Leith Speiden, and John
Meyer. Be sure to come over to The Commons to learn
more about the jobs and to look at the Camp Joy 2017
pictures.
 

St. Matthew's 2017 Camp Joy crew (bleacher view)

Congregational Notes

any questions at (301)
942-6105.

- Millie Ames      

School Supplies

THANK YOU to
everyone who
contributed to the
Interfaith Works school
supplies drive...you are
part of the 2,500 filled
backpacks that are being
distributed for the start of
school.  Once again, St.
Matthew generosity was
evident.  
                   - Betsy Witte

   

Need a Desk?

The desk in the choir
room is not needed and
is available for take
away.  It is a nice, solid
wood desk with drawers.
                    - Ida Leong 

   

Important Links

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor 

301-598-4400
  

Konni Brantner, 
Director of Youth

Education and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young, 
Director of Music 

and Organist 
301-681-8013  

Al Conner, 



SAVE THE DATE: 
Meal Packing Event,
Sunday, October 1

St. Matthew's Mission
Commission will be
sponsoring another meal

packing event for Stop Hunger Now (recently renamed
Rise Against Hunger) in conjunction with World
Communion Sunday on October 1.  Our goal will be to
pack 15,000 meals to be sent to hungry people all over
the world.  

Details will be forthcoming as the event gets closer,
but we know that we will be starting right after church
that morning.  Mark your calendars, tell your friends,
and plan to be a part of something special.  We will
need about 100 volunteers for this project, and there
are tasks for all ages, skill levels, and physical abilities.

St . Matthew Adult 
Choir Now Recruiting!
First Rehearsal September 14
by Jeremy Young

All God's creatures have a place in
the choir, and once again the St.
Matthew Adult choir cordially invites
you to become part of the weekly
celebration as a singer or
instrumentalist. The choir rehearses on

Thursday evenings in the Sanctuary starting at 7:30pm.
Our first practice will be on September 14. 

On Sunday mornings we gather before the service at
9:15. We have a wide range of experience among our
singers, and you should not be afraid to come and test
it out. Come to a few practices and a Sunday or two
and see if it works for you musically and spiritually. If
you have any further questions, contact Jeremy Young
or talk to your favorite choir member.

International Potluck Luncheon,
Sunday, September 17

Help us kickoff St. Matthew potluck luncheon of
international foods on Sunday, September 17, after
morning worship. Just bring a dish or two of food from
your favorite country or native culture along with a bit
more to share. We will have fun making new friends,
reconnecting and enjoying new foods and flavors.

Church Office
Administrative Assistant 

301-598-4400 
  

Janet Froom, 
Clerk of Session 

301-461-2968
 

Bill and Julia McBee, 
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450   

Newsletter Update

The deadline for the next
issue of the St. Matthew
Messenger is October 6.
Please send your articles
and pictures to Bill
McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you!
 

     


