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 Some of you who know the routine in the church office will remember our process for 
putting together the church bulletin.  I usually put a draft together on Tuesday mornings and our 
Administrative Assistant, Al, formats it and puts in input from any other sources on Wednesdays, 
and we print on Thursdays.  The bulletin is proofread at least twice before it is printed – by Al 
and by me.  We may edit something for clarity, or correct typographical errors, or sometimes I 
even switch directions entirely – but that is much more likely to happen AFTER we have 
printed!  Even with both Al and I looking at the bulletin carefully, sometimes we still miss 
things.  When that happens, I generally notice the mistake sometime during the first 10 minutes 
of the Sunday worship service and get to fret about it the whole time.      
 This past week, though, I found a mistake and corrected it, but the mistake stayed with 
me.  Here’s what it was – I had titled the sermon “Prophets of Truth,” thinking about the ministry 
and witness of Moses and what we can learn from him.  I definitely had the biblical prophets in 
mind – the truth tellers who say hard things that no one wants to hear but need to be said.  But 
then, when Al gave me the bulletin to look at, it said “Profits of Truth.”  Profit…with an f…the 
money that a business makes after they meet all their expenses.  I KNOW the difference between 
those two words, and how to spell them both. I still don’t know if I spelled it right and auto-
correct, trying to be helpful, changed it, or if I just had some kind of brain arrest and spelled in 
incorrectly in the first place.  In any case, I was mortified and Al and I had a good laugh about it. 
He got me thinking when he said “Well, I wondered about it but I figured that there are 
“prophets” who speak the truth and “profits” that emerge when the truth is spoken.  “Good 
point,” I thought to myself.            
 And that’s what brought me to this point this morning – playing with these two 
homonyms and turning over in my mind how they relate to each other.  Let’s start with the 
biblical truthtellers, the prophets.  We’ve all heard of the majors – Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Exekiel.  
We are aware of the “minors” – also known as the Book of the Twelve – a dozen preachers 
whose work was important enough to make the canon but whose writings we do not have as 
much of as the Big Three.  Some of those are Amos, Jonah, Micah, and Habbakuk.  Each of 
these ministers is significant in their own right, they speak under specific historical 
circumstances and usually were not terribly well received at the time.  But what it is easy to 
forget is that all the prophets are modeled on Moses – the passage from Deuteronomy that I just 
read is foreshadowing  - a promise of prophets to lead the way through and uncharted and scary 
future.              
 Actually, there has been plenty of scholarly debate over the decades as to whether 
Deuteronomy is predicting a series of prophets, like the Big Three and the Book of the Twelve – 
or if the reference is to one specific person, such as John the Baptist or even Jesus.  Where I 
come down on that, and where the academic world seems to have made a truce is “Yes and yes.”  



Depending on when and under what conditions Deuteronomy was (and is) read, it could be 
paving the way for the ones who became the biblical prophets (and others who did not), AND it 
could be a reference to John the Baptist and his specific ministry of announcing the coming of 
the Messiah.  Old Testament scholar Patrick Miller sums up the description of the exemplary 
prophet as follows: “The portrait of Moses sketched in Deuteronomy reaches its apex in the 
portrayal of him as the model for any future prophets and as the greatest of all prophets.  In some 
sense Moses’ role as prophet incorporates the other characteristics emphasized by Deuteronomy-
suffering servant, teacher, and intercessor.  All of these are in some way found in the life and 
work of the prophets. But the central characteristic that identifies Moses as the ideal prophet is 
his function as the mediator of the divine word (Interpretation Commentary on Deuteronomy, p. 
154).”  According to Deuteronomy, the truthful prophets are the ones whose pronouncements 
come to pass, they really happen.  When something is predicted that does not actually take place, 
they are false prophets and we don’t have to worry about what they say.  Several of the biblical 
prophets addressed issues having to do with the Babylonian exile – either the lead up to it, or 
how to live faithfully while living as resident aliens, or how to rebuild their covenant community 
after the exile ended.  It is only now, in retrospect that we perceive the truth of what they had to 
say.            
 We mistakenly think that the prophets disappeared…well, not with the dinosaurs, but 
certainly a long time ago.  But just because the Bible was established in roughly the same form 
as it is today around 1700 years ago does not mean that there are not people through the ages 
who are called to prophetic witness.  In fact, I believe that we all are, at some point called to live 
in a prophetic way.  We aren’t all speakers or preachers or public figures – but each of us has a 
voice and a responsibility to use it to speak truth. And maybe each of us has a handful of specific 
moments in our lives where we are given particular words to say that address a grievous 
situation.  I think about the Judge, Rosemarie Aquilina, who last week sentenced a serial sexual 
abuser to 175 years in prison.  Her words to the criminal were searing and contemptuous, and 
rightfully so. Some have said that she went beyond the bounds of what it is appropriate for a 
judge to say in the courtroom.  I’m not sure where I fall on that – there are some things that are 
so evil they have to be confronted in a way that goes beyond the bounds of convention or 
propriety. But what was even more powerful was that she also allowed every woman he 
molested who wanted to to testify in the courtroom of what he had done to them and the scars 
they still bear from his treatment.   And as part of the sentencing she also said the following 
words to those young women: “You are not only victims.  You are survivors.  Leave your pain 
here, and go out into the world and do your magnificent things.”  THAT was a prophetic 
moment.  She took it and ran with it.          
 I wonder why we don’t do that more often.  There are times when we have to say what 
we were put here on earth to say, and do what we were put here to do.  But we choose to fly 
under the radar, to not make waves.  We let our opportunities to be prophets of truth, bearers of 
the divine word, slide right past us.  Now, let’s look for a moment at the word that ALMOST 
became the sermon title for today.  PROFIT.  Strictly a financial term, in our society at least.  
Defined as “a financial gain, especially the difference between the amount spent and the amount 
earned in buying, operating, or producing something.”  An alternative definition: “to obtain a 
financial advantage or benefit, especially from an investment.”  So, are there financial benefits to 



speaking the truth, especially to people who are in power?  Probably not, and maybe that is why 
true p-r-o-p-h-e-t-s are in such short supply today.  Our culture has made an idol out of the bank 
account, the checkbook, the bottom line.  In the pursuit of p-r-o-f-i-t, we have taken to 
suppressing truth – it is possible that we are even suppressing divine messages that are intended 
to warn us of ways we are failing to be the people God created us to be.  I can think of several 
instances where this could be true, and I’m sure you can as well.  As human beings have always 
done, we shut down our prophets rather than hearing things that make us uncomfortable or call 
us to a new way of living.  Some of them – from John the Baptist to Martin Luther King to Oscar 
Romero – even pay the ultimate price.  I will acknowledge that there are so many competing 
messages vying for our attention (many of them contradictory), that it is difficult to discern 
which ones are bearers of the divine voice and which ones are just nonsense that we can tune out.  
That is where the importance of living in community comes into play.  Like the Israelites of old, 
we can pray together, study together, even argue together-and in that process we come a little 
closer to teasing out the truth of who God is calling us to be.     
 We all have to pay attention to the world around us, as well as the circumstances in which 
we find ourselves – and then prayerfully consider when it is our turn to serve as prophets of 
truth.  And, it wouldn’t hurt us to seriously consider when someone else is having their own 
prophetic moment and if we need to give credence to their message.  That is all part of 
discerning the truth and living into it.         
 I have one final thought.  We are taught to think of p-r-o-f-i-t in purely financial terms, 
but I want to encourage us to think in terms of benefits less tangible but no less real that come 
from courageously fulfilling our responsibility for prophetic witness.  There is the profit of living 
with integrity, the sense of peace that develops within us when we come close to being the 
people God needs us to be.  And there is biblical precedent for thinking of “profit” in this way.  I 
leave you with these words from Mark 8:36 – For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?” 

 
Thanks be to God.  Amen.       


