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How Long Does It Take to Make the Woods?
by Leslie Klingensmith

Dear friends, it has been a
rough few weeks here at St.
Matthew. Several people
important to us have passed
from this world to the next,
and we are left with loss. It is
a privilege to be with you all
through these times - death
and grief are difficult, but there
are holy moments through it

all, and I am continually grateful to witness them. I
wouldn't want to be anywhere else, but at the same time I
will confess to experiencing days of oppressive sadness.

I recognize that sorrow is the price we pay for having
loved someone, and would not trade these relationships
for anything. And yet, these seasons are hard. I want you
all to know how much I appreciate that you care for me
through these times, recognizing my grief and giving me
the space I need to mourn these people who are so dear
to me. All of your calls, emails, and text messages to see
how I'm doing, and offering your support, help more than
you could ever know. I feel your prayers, and they sustain
me. You all embody the love of Christ for each other and
for me, and for that I give thanks.  

Another source of comfort and strength to me these
past few weeks has been the poets. They find ways to
express the intertwined heartache, gratitude, and hope
that are all residing within my soul right now. Their words
can lift us up and remind us that, whatever our emotions
and circumstances, we are not alone.  
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Upcoming Events

Sunday, September 29:
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.
Memorial Service for 
Harold Black. 
Service at 2:30pm.

Saturday, October 5:
Memorial Service for 
Della Mae Semendinger.
Service at 1:30pm.

Sunday, October 6:
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.

Wednesday, October 9:
Mary Martha Circle.  
10:30 am in the Agnes 
Wilson Room.  

Sunday, October 13:
Morning Worship.
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Our dear friend, the late and legendary Harold
Black, taught me a lot about poetry, and how to integrate
it into everyday life in meaningful ways. He introduced me
to the work of Jane Kenyon, who has become an almost
daily companion on my own journey. Harold and I also
share a love for Wendell Berry's poems, and Harold's
family and I agreed that we should include a Berry poem
in his memorial service.  

In searching for an appropriate poem, I came across  
this one from Berry's Sabbath poems. How long does it
take to make the woods? will be read (along with others)
at Harold's service. However, I share it with you today in
hopes that it will be a source of solace to you in ALL of
the losses we have experienced lately, as a community. I
like how Wendell Berry seamlessly stitches together the
image of the woods with the great unknown of the life
beyond this one.

How long does it take to make the woods?
As long as it takes to make the world.
The woods is present as the world is, the presence
of all its past, and of all its time to come.
It is always finished, it is always being made, the act
of its making forever greater than the act of its
     destruction. 
It is a part of eternity, for its end and beginning
belong to the end and beginning in all things,
the beginning lost in the end, the end in the beginning.

What is the way to the woods, how do you go there? 
By climbing up through the six days' field,
kept in all the body's years, the body's
sorrow, weariness, and joy. By passing through
the narrow gate on the far side of that field
where the pasture grass of the body's life gives way
to the high, original standing of the trees.
By coming into the shadow, the shadow
of the grace of the strait way's ending,
the shadow of the mercy of light.

Why must the gate be narrow?
Because you cannot pass beyond it burdened.

Service at 10am.
Rise Against Hunger Meal 
Packing, directly after service. 
11:30am to 1:30pm.
(See details in newsletter.) 

Saturday, October 19: 
Church Work Day  
10:30am to 3:30pm. 
(See details in newsletter.) 

Sunday, October 20: 
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.
Visitor Orientation.
11:30am in the Agnes 
Wilson Room 

Saturday, October 26: 
Halloween Party
(See details in newsletter.) 

Sunday, October 27: 
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.
Trunk or Treat, following 
service.
(See details in newsletter.) 

Fall Work Day

WE NEED YOU! Please plan to
come to help on Saturday,
October 19 from 10:30 - 3:30 to
clean up our church campus
and do small repair projects
and lots of other things. Stay for
as much of the day as you can.
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To come in among these trees you must leave behind
the six days' world, all of its plans and hopes.
You must come without weapon or tool, alone,
expecting nothing, remembering nothing,
into the ease of sight, the brotherhood of eye and leaf.

God be with us all,
Leslie

Congregation Notes

Stewardship Reminder
by Bill McBee

The weather may feel like
August, but October is almost
here. We are currently
$20,000 behind where we
should be in our pledge
revenue at this time of year.
We would like to try to close
that gap before we get much
further into autumn.   

Please check your pledge status in Breeze by going to
your profile clicking on Contributions on the left then on
Pledges to see where you are or ask Terry or Glenda
DeJong for an update. You can reach Terry and Glenda
at 301 460 8523 or dejongt@verizon.net. Your efforts to
get us back on track this fall are greatly appreciated.

Rise Against Hunger, Sunday, October 13
by Linda Rhoad, Chair of the Mission Commission

This year St. Matthew will hold its fourth Rise Against
Hunger (Stop Hunger Now) event on October 13, 2019,
in the Commons between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm. The
more volunteers, the merrier, so please take part in this
wonderful time of service to our brothers and sisters
overseas. Sign-up by calling the church office, or
preferably, do so online. Simply click on the link below or
the picture above. You can either register for the event or
donate to Rise Against Hunger.

Harold Black taking part in
2014 Fall work day.

We will provide a chili lunch
for workers at 12:30 pm.  There
is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board in the narthex to
help with donations of drinks
& other items. Signing up will
help us know how much food to
prepare. Thank you very much!

Questions? Contact: David
Hartley or Jody Hursh, Building
& Grounds co-chairs.

Mary Martha Circle

The next meeting of the
Circle will be held on
Wednesday, October 9. Our
theme this year is Love
Carved in Stone: A Fresh
Look at the Ten
Commandments. 

We meet at 10:30 a.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month (from
September to May) in the
Agnes Wilson Room.  After
the lesson we enjoy lunch
together; bring a sandwich
for yourself but dessert and
beverage will be provided.   3
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Rise Against Hunger, October 13

Last year on the day of the Rise Against Hunger
event, skies were overcast and it was raining on and off.
Basically, a gloomy-looking day. But around 11:30 a.m.
the atmosphere changed, not because the gray skies
turned blue, but because everyone came out of the
sanctuary with cheerful purpose in their stride and on
their faces. They headed straight towards the Commons,
light rain or not, and asked "What do you want me to do?"
The RAH coordinator was thrilled, but not as much as the
Mission team and the volunteers who had everything
ready to go for meal packaging.

We look forward once again to seeing all of you there.

Filling bags at a Rise Against Hunger event in 2017.

Youth Notes  by Konni Brantner

Halloween Party 
and Haunted Trail,

All women of the church
(members, guests, visitors)
are welcome. If you have any
questions about the Mary
Martha group or would
appreciate a ride to and from
the church please call Ruth
Burgos-Sasscer (301-598-
2288) or Julia McBee ( 301-
603-0450).

- Ruth Burgos-Sasscer

Coffee and Tea Servers

Oct 6 - Alice Byrne, 
       Jeanette Dibble 

Oct 13 - Rise Against 
       Hunger

Oct 20 - Stella Shaw, 
       Mark Parker

Oct 27 - Trunk & Treat

Thank you very much for
"volunteering" to serve coffee
and tea.  If you cannot serve
on your assigned date,
please contact someone
else as a replacement and
let me know (301-460-8523). 

- Glenda DeJong

October Liturgists

Oct 6 - Tana Ngwira
Oct 13 - Bruce Dorrier
Oct 20 - Sylvia McPherson
Oct 27 - Terry DeJong

For any questions or
changes regarding this
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Saturday, October 26

The Halloween Party is
scheduled for Saturday,
October 26, from 6:30 -
8:00 p.m. We'll have
games, crafts
refreshments. The haunted
trail will be open for those
who want to go through it.

Children, please bring a
grown up with you!
Costumes are welcomed, but not required. In case of
bad weather, the party will go on as scheduled, but the
Haunted Trail will be canceled.

Trunk or Treat, 
Sunday, 
October 27
(Immediately
after morning
service) 

WHAT TO DO: 

Children 6th grade
and younger:

Bring or wear your costume
Bring your trick or treat bag.
After church school, put on your costume 
(if you need to!) and meet Konni at the 
BIG tree in the parking lot.
You'll travel from trunk to trunk, getting treats 
along the way!

Adults:

You are invited to join in the fun!
All you need is a trunk- car, truck, van, or even an
old foot locker-and some candy or treats to share
You are welcomed to come in costume- it adds to
the fun!
Consider decorating your trunk, hatch, or tailgate
with a family friendly theme!

If you plan to participate, park in the upper lot with
trunks facing the interior of the lot.

Looking Ahead:
Children's
Christmas Play,
Sunday,
December 22

It's hard to

schedule, contact Jeanne
Meyer at
jredmeyer@comcast.net. 

Thank you for serving as
Liturgist.    

Important Links

Leslie Klingensmith, Pastor 
301-598-4400

Konni Brantner, 
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young, 
Director of Music 

and Organist 
301-681-8013

Al Conner, 
Church Office Administrative

Assistant 
301-598-4400

Janet Froom, 
Clerk of Session 

301-461-2968

Bill and Julia McBee, 
Newsletter Editors

301-603-0450

Newsletter Update

The deadline for the
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believe, but
Christmas is less
than three months
away! If you have a
child in elementary
school to 6th grade
who is interested in
participating in our
Children's
Christmas play on
Sunday, December
22, please let Konni
know.  

Your child will need to attend practices which are held
each Sunday before church, two December Saturday
rehearsals, memorize their lines and be ready to
cooperate. The plays are a lot of work, but also a lot of
fun. If you have questions, or if your child wants to
participate, please let Konni know ASAP by emailing her
at Stmattkmb@hotmail.com or calling 301-598-4400.   

We're also recruiting children for the Christmas eve
pageant. This requires two rehearsals. It is a very low
pressure, casual type of service. Any child three years
old or older is welcomed to participate. Please contact
Konni if you're interested.

November issue of the St.
Matthew Messenger is
November 2. Please send
your articles and pictures to
Bill McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you!
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