
Starting with the current
issue, the St.Matthew
Messenger is being sent from
Breeze instead of Constant
Contact. If you have trouble
receiving or reading the
newsletter, please send your
questions or comments to the
email below.

The submission deadline for
the November issue is
October 30. Send your articles
and pictures to Bill McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you for your help and
assistance.

World Communion
Sunday, October 4,
Virtual Worship, 10 am.
Sunday School, Virtual
classes, 11:15 - 11:45 am.
Social Justice and
Christian Leadership
Workshop, 12:30 - 2 pm.

GREETINGS FROM LESLIE NEWSLETTER UPDATE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Happy Fall, St. Matthew friends! I
hope this edition of the Messenger finds
you safe and healthy. Our separation
due to the coronavirus pandemic has
gone on so much longer than I ever
anticipated…when we began
worshipping virtually, I thought I
understood the seriousness of the virus
and what an effort it would take to

eradicate it. Now I see that I was terribly naïve…what I
thought would take a few weeks is now in its sixth month,
and reports differ as to “where” we are in the process of
getting back to some kind of normal.

I want to assure all of you that St. Matthew’s Session is
paying close attention to the latest science about COVID-
19 and making decisions that we hope and pray will keep
everyone safe. No one wants to be back to worshiping in
person more than the Session and I do, but we do not want
to endanger medically vulnerable people (or anyone else)
to do that. As I mentioned in a sermon a couple of weeks
ago, it feels like we are in a wilderness time.When the
Israelites wandered in the desert, they didn’t know how
long that period would last. They had to stick together, trust
God, and commit to coming through the wilderness
together. That is what we will do too – we cannot know
when it will be, but think of the joy we will feel when we get
to gather in our sanctuary again!

(continued on next page)
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Even as we endure this physical separation, I want you to
know that St. Matthew’s ministry continues, and we are es-
pecially alert to opportunities that come our way to serve
our neighborhood during these diffi-
cult times. To that end, I want to make
everyone aware that St. Matthew is
working with the Latino Health Initia-
tive (LHI) to provide FREE COVID
TESTING in St. Matthew’s parking lot.
The testing will take place on
Wednesdays, October 7 and 21 from
2-5 PM. The LHI brings tents, medical personnel, and sup-
plies.We will provide the space, perhaps a few tables
(which will be wiped down afterwards), and a couple of vol-
unteers to welcome clients and help direct traffic.

Although the event is sponsored by the LHI, it is not
only open to Latinos. Anyone can come and get tested.
Please pass the word to anyone who might be in need of
testing! I have learned in working with the LHI that the
Latino community has been one of the hardest hit in the
pandemic. Lack of transportation, lack of money, and dis-
trust of government entities are among the factors that pre-
vent them from getting tested. So the LHI is making an ef-
fort to take testing to the areas that have high population
density and high numbers of ill people. As always, St.
Matthew is happy to help. If the two October dates go well,
we may have more in subsequent weeks, so stay tuned.

In spite of my sadness at missing you all SO MUCH,
there is also much for which I give thanks – your resilience
and good humor during these long weeks, your faithful-
ness to your 2020 pledges, and your willingness to wander
the wilderness together all come to mind.

Be well,
Leslie

2020 Confirmation Class,
Sunday, October 25
The Congregation of St. Matthew
Presbyterian Church, Silver Spring,
Maryland invites you to witness the
Confirmation of our 2020 Confirma-
tion Class:

Isabella Rose Acosta
Ruben Samuel Acosta
Anikwe Oliver Duru

Margaret Kreugh Kincer

YOUTH NOTES by Konni Brantner

Upcoming events continued…

Wednesday,
October 7, Zoom
Hangout, 11 am.
Free COVID Testing, St.
Matthew parking lot, 2-5 pm.
(See details in this
newsletter.)

Sunday, October 11,
Virtual Worship, 10 am.
Sunday School, Virtual
classes, 11:15 - 11:45 am.

Wednesday,
October 14, Zoom
Hangout, 11 am.

Thursday, October 15,
Mary Martha Circle,
Virtual meeting, 10:30 am.

Sunday, October 18,
Virtual Worship, 10 am.
Sunday School, Virtual
classes, 11:15 - 11:45 am.

Wednesday,
October 21, Zoom
Hangout, 11 am.
Free COVID Testing, St.
Matthew parking lot, 2-5 pm.
(See details in this
newsletter.)

Virtual Halloween Party,
Saturday, October 24,
7 - 8:30 pm. (See details
at end of this newsletter.

Confirmation Sunday,
October 25, Virtual
Worship, 10 am. (See
details in this newsletter.)
Sunday School, Virtual
classes, 11:15 - 11:45 am.

Wednesday,
October 28, Zoom
Hangout, 11 am.
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Eibhleann Barbro Lynch
Greer McClellan Taylor
Naomi Annelle Taylor
Jenny Julião Timbane
Julliana Julião Timbane

Sasha Winter

Sunday, October 25, 2020
10:00 a.m. on Zoom

Celebration to follow as soon as it is safe to hold in-
person gatherings.

Seeking Christmas
Players
I know it seems strange,
and maybe a little impossible,
but Christmas is coming... it
may look different this year,
but it's still going to be a
special day.
If you have a child or teen
who is interested in being in
our Christmas play, please let

Konni know (Stmattkmb@hotmail.com).
As of now, it looks like: Rehearsals will be on Zoom and
the play itself will be recorded and then presented on
Zoom, during one of our worship services.
To be honest, I'm not sure how this will work, but I'm
trying to create something that will be exciting and
meaningful, yet technologically easy.

Malawi Mission Update
by Linda Rhoad and Leslie Klingensmith

St. Matthew’s Mission
Commission recently made a
contribution of $200 US dollars
to the Uchizi Choir of the
Ekwendeni Church (right) in
Malawi. Our own Tana Ngwira’s
Mother, Joyce, is a member of
the Ekwendeni church and
brought their need to our attention.

The Choir is working on raising funds to purchase a bus
that they can use to travel to conferences, meetings, and
other events. Below is a note of thanks that their pastor
sent to us:

The Mary Martha Circle will
meet Thursday October 15.
Leslie will send out a Zoom
link the day before. This
year’s study is called: Into the
Light: Finding Hope Through
Prayers of Lament.

Donna Chirwa will lead this
the second lesson for the
year. Books are still available
from Ruth Burgos-Sasscer or
Leslie. The meeting starts at
10:30 am.

- Julia McBee

A reminder from the
Stewardship Committee:
Over the summer we have
fallen behind in pledge
revenue.

You can check your pledge
status on line in Breeze. Just
go to your profile and click the
contributions button or talk to
Glenda DeJong. (Note: no one
can see your pledge info in
Breeze but you)

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE
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Dear Rev Dr Pastor Leslie Klingensmith,

I am writing on behalf of Uchizi Choir whose patrons are
Peter D Msiska and Jean Kaunda.We write to
acknowledge receipt of the money amounting to
MK150,431.84 (Malawian Kwacha) that you sent.
We are very grateful to you and to God for stretching forth
you hand.We pray that the good Lord who knows how to
bless,will richly bless you and your congregation for this
gesture.We hope this will begin a new relationship in
Christ between us (Ekwendeni Congregation) and St
Matthew Presbyterian Church,USA.

We will keep you updated as to when we raise enough
resources for the purchase of the Minibus as fundraising
activities are still under way.Once again words fail us, but
may God richly bless you Pastor and your Church

With kindest regards,
Rev Timothy

Donations of
Furniture and Select
Household Items
by Linda Rhoad

The organization, Homes not
Borders, collects items to help refugee
families set up their homes. Please

review the site for the kinds of items that are needed:
https://www.homesnotborders.org/donate-items/.

You may also get in touch with Hannah Koilpillai, a
volunteer with the organization, if you have inquiries. Her
email address is hkoilpillai56@yahoo.com, telephone 301-
385-0667.

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor

301-598-4400

Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young,
Director of Music
and Organist
301-681-8013

Al Conner,
Church Office

Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
301-461-2968

Bill and Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

St. Matthew
Presbyterian Church

4001 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

IMPORTANT LINKS
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CHILDREN…
PleasejoinusforavirtualHalloweenParty.

October24th
7-8:30pm
Join ZoomMeeting

Meeting ID: 8436598106
Passcode: 3VYgdE

Therewill be

Stories
Games

Crafts
Costumeparade andcontest

Wear your costumeand/orpostapictureof yourself in yourcostumeonthe St. Matthewʼs Presbyterian
Church-Sunday School, Facebook page

Please sharethis invitationwith anyof yourfriends,themorethemerrier!

Formore information, or if youhavequestions,please contactKonniat stmattkmb@hotmail.com

See youonthe24thbut….Please let usknowyouarecoming bythe21st.
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