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Welcome to November
by Leslie Klingensmith
  
Heart, soul, mind, strength...the Gospel of
Mark tells us to love God with all of these parts
of ourselves. We are right in the middle of our
stewardship emphasis season - a time to discern
how God is calling our congregation to serve
the world and how each of us can participate in
St. Matthew's ministries. As we reflect on these

four parts of ourselves and think about how we can use our hearts, our
souls, our minds, and our strength to share God's love, my hope is that
we will find our commitment to God and God's people deepened in
surprising ways.
 
I recently started reading A New Harmony: The Spirit, the Earth,
and the Human Soul by Celtic theologian J. Philip Newell. It is the
current read for our St. Matthew book discussion group. Newell is well
known for his teachings about the sacredness of the earth and the
oneness of all creation. I'm just getting into this particular book,
although I've read some of his others in the past. A New Harmony
delves into the connectedness of all life, and explores how we are created
for relatedness. In the prologue to the book, Newell writes the following:
 

"We live in the midst of a new
consciousness of life's interrelatedness. And

Above: Panorama of Rise Against
Hunger meal packing event in the
Commons, Sunday, October 14.
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consciousness of life's interrelatedness. And
this awareness relates both to life's essential
oneness and to life's shared brokenness. Like
never before in the history of humanity, we
are becoming aware that what we do to a part
we do to the whole, and the parts will not be
well as long as the whole is neglected, and that
the whole will not be well if the parts are
neglected. We know that it is meaningless to
speak of being truly well as parents if our
children are unwell. We know that we cannot
claim true wellness for our nation as long as
other nations are suffering. And we know that
the human species can in no sense be
considered healthy when the body of the earth is deeply infected.
Wellness is found not in isolation but in relationship."
 
I've been thinking a lot about the truth of those words, and also
wondering how they relate to our command to love God with all that we
are. If we believe Newell's words, our health as a congregation is
intertwined with the whole spectrum - the pain and joy of each person in
the congregation, the struggles and triumphs of people who live in the
neighborhood, and ultimately the fates of our sisters and brothers on the
other side of the planet. It makes intuitive sense, therefore, that different
parts of who we are would be called upon to address the widely varied
needs and opportunities of our community and our world. One scenario
calls for the commitment of our heart, another for our hands and feet,
another for our mind, and so on. The journey of life is one of prayerful
exploration, seeking God's guidance regarding what is needed from us at
any given time.
 

How will we respond to the
connectedness of creation? We are each
a part of that connection, whether we
choose to acknowledge it or not. As we
reflect together on how to love God with
the whole of our being, I hope we will
become even more committed to easing
the suffering of the world and preaching
the gospel with heart, soul, mind, and
strength. Y ou can see further details in
the newsletter regarding what our
financial needs are for 2020, and how

we need to work together to meet those needs. As we contemplate our
giving, though, I challenge all of us to remember that this stewardship
season is about more than meeting the annual budget for 2020 -
although that is certainly important. But even more importantly,
stewardship is about gratitude for life and relationship with the One who
gives us life. One of the things I am most grateful for is the privilege of
living in relationship with each one of you.

Thankfully!
Pastor Leslie

CONGREGATION NOTES

"We Need Your Commitment!"
2020 Stewardship Update
 by Bill McBee

7:00 pm in the Agnes Wilson
Room.  
 
Sunday, November 10:
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.
 
Wed., November 13:
Mary Martha Circle.  
10:30 am in the Agnes Wilson
Room.
 
Sunday, November 17:
Commitment Sunday.
Service at 10am.
Potluck Luncheon,
11:30 am to 1 pm.
(See details in newsletter.)   
 
Sunday, November 24:
Morning Worship.
Service at 10am.
 

 
Book Discussion

Group, Wednesday,
November 6  

                                               
The adult book discussion
group will next meet on
Wednesday, November 6, at 7:00
pm in the Agnes Wilson Room. We
will be starting a new book entitled
A New Harmony by Celtic
theologian J. Philip Newell. For the
first conversation we will read
pages 1-59.

                                    
-Leslie Klingensmith  
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 by Bill McBee

St. Matthew's 2020 stewardship campaign is now under way.
Our theme is We Are the Body of Christ. We celebrate and give thanks
for the countless acts of heart, soul, mind, and strength that our
members and friends contribute each year to serve our community and
our neighbors.
 
In 2019 our budget was $373,395, of which $311,428 (84%) came
from pledges. Of the approximately 150 families in the St. Matthew faith
community, 108 pledged with an average pledge of $2,900. Our goal for
2020 is $333,000. This amount will allow us to continue to support our
church's important activities without having to cut budgets.

For 2020 we prayfully ask that you consider increasing your pledge
by between 2 and 4%. Commitment Sunday is November 17, but you
can turn in your pledge anytime. Just click the link below and fill out the
on-line pledge card. Thank you for your pledge and consideration.
 
St. Matthew 2020 Pledge Form Link

 
   

November
Liturgists 

 
Nov 3    Eseme Koge
Nov 10  Mike Knorr 
Nov 17   Abby Hartley
Nov 24  Phil Tarnoff
 
You will be sent an email
reminder through Breeze the
Monday prior the Sunday you are
to serve.  Please respond to this
notification.

If you do not use emaiI , and
you are unable to serve, please
notify Jeanne Meyer
at jredmeyer@comcast.net 
to let her know who will be your
replacement.   
 

-Jeanne Meyer
 

November
Coffee and Tea

Servers 
 

Nov 3    Eleanor and Leo Cox
Nov 10  Linda Rhoad,
                 Louanne Wheeler  
Nov 17   Thanksgiving Luncheon
Nov 24  Amy and Roger Seganish
   
Thank you very much for
"volunteering" to serve coffee and
tea.  If you cannot serve on your
assigned date, please contact
someone else as a replacement and

let me know (301-460-8523).    
-Glenda DeJong  
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Each team packaged rice, soy , dehy drated v egetables and a flav oring mix
(with 20 essential v itamins and minerals) into small meal packages.

Rise Against Hunger A Great Success,   
Sunday, October 13 
by Linda Rhoad

Many thanks to the St. Matthew congregation for a fantastic
response to our fourth Rise Against Hunger event. It was a true team
effort with young, old, and in-between working together to make a
whole lot of difference to hungry families in Madagascar.  The Commons
was humming with shouts of "runner," "more rice here," "oops, we need
a sweeper," and Y asmin, the coordinator, announcing "Goal!  Y ou made
goal!"  

Good-natured energy filled the room, as did gratitude for the
commitment of adults and children alike to serve our brothers and sisters
abroad.  Some important statistics: 15,120 meals were prepared;
approximately 125 volunteers participated; and $2,628 has been
contributed so far, including  $433 online contributions, $1,590 in
offering plate donations, and $605 given at the door.  Compassion in
Action!
 

 

December
Youth Events

 
Community Christmas Party,
Saturday, December 14   

December 14 will be our annual
community Christmas party.
Children (accompanied by an
adult) from our church,
neighborhood, Harmony Hills, Bel
Pre Day Care and the 7th Day
Adventist congregation will gather
in the Commons to create
Christmas master pieces, play
some games and enjoy some light
refreshments.  
 
Plan now to attend! Invite your
friends and neighbors and count on
having a a great time! Of course,
we need lots of help to make this
happen- so please volunteer! Call
Konni for more information.

This is a great morning- even if
you don't have any children at
your house!
 
 
St. Matthew Christmas
Pageant, Saturday, December
24    

It's hard to believe, but
Christmas is less than two months
away!
 
So we are looking for angels,
shepherds and kings. We are
recruiting children to be in the
Christmas eve pageant --Saturday,
December 24 at 4:30 pm.
 

This requires one rehearsal. It
is a very low pressure, casual type
of service. Any child three years old
or older is welcomed to participate.
Please contact Konni if you are
interested.  
 

-Konni Brantner 
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Another enthusiast team! 
Who was that masked packer? 
  

Thanksgiving Potluck Luncheon  
Sunday, November 17 
by Glenda DeJong

The St. Matthew Ministry
Commission is sponsoring a
Thanksgiving luncheon on
Sunday, November 17.  We will
gather in the Fellowship Hall
immediately after church.  The
lunch is potluck - everyone is
invited to bring either soup,
sandwiches, or a dessert.  

NOTE: We need a few volunteers on Saturday the 16 to help set up
for the luncheon.  Please get in touch with Deirdre Gallagher or Glenda
DeJong if you can lend a hand for about an hour.  As part of our
celebration everyone is invited to bring canned goods and other non-
perishable food items to be given to our neighbors in need.  Do plan to
join us and come eat good food, enjoy the company of your church
family, and celebrate our blessings!

  

Stormy  weather brought Trunk and Treat into the Commons

Halloween Party/Trunk or Treat,  

Saturday/Sunday, October 27/28
by Konni Brantner
 
If you weren't at St. Matthew on Saturday, October 27, you missed a
fantastic event! There were lots of games, crafts, laughs, and screams as
we welcomed children and families from our church, neighborhood, day
care, smart sack recipients.
 
Thanks to the help and hard work of our young adults, youth and a
few of our children our church created a wonderful, creative and spooky

-Konni Brantner 

St. Matthew Nursery
 
The St. Matthew nursery
welcomes babies and toddlers three
years old or younger. 
Hours are 9:30 am until the end of
service. Any questions or concerns
should be referred to 
Ida Leong.  
 

-Ida Leong  
 

Save The Date: 
2020 Vacation Bible

School  
 

June 22 to June 26, 2020,
9:30 am to 12:30 each day. 
Theme: To Be Announced  
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Neighborhood friends - a cat and a
unicorn!

few of our children our church created a wonderful, creative and spooky
haunted trail. The neighborhood loved it! The Halloween festivities
continued after Sunday service with Trunk or Treat in the Commons
because of the weather.
 

Lily  making a Halloween wreath    

 
Columbarium Meeting,
Sunday, November 17
by Millie Ames and Norm Hammer

The Columbarium committee met in
September and October. They actively
discussed important aspects of

Columbarium's organization and maintenance. Markers outlining the
area have been moved to accommodate future enlargement of the area.
Policy forms have been reviewed and updated. The need to expand and
how to do so was the main concern of these meetings. 
 
St. Matthew members will be hearing proposed expansion plans in
the near future. And there will opportunity to participate in the planning
process. Evergreens have been planted along the steps and a new source
of ferns is being explored. Design plans for expansion is going forward.
Volunteers to weed and water would be much appreciated.  
 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, November 17. Please contact Norm
Hammer or Millie Ames for more information.
 
 

 
Important Links

 
 Leslie A. Klingensmith, Pastor 

301-598-4400
 

Konni Brantner, 
Director of   

Y outh Education  
and Outreach 
301-871-6275

 
Jeremy Young, 

Director of 
Music and Organist 

301-681-8013
 

Al Conner, 
Church Office 

Administrative Assistant 
301-598-4400 

 
Janet Froom, 
Clerk of Session 
301-871-7239   

     
Bill and Julia McBee,

Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450    

 
 

 
Newsletter  

Deadline

The deadline for 
the December 2020 

St. Matthew Messenger 
is Friday, December 6.
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Front row standing: Nancy  Zaharko, Dav id Semendinger, Greer Tay lor; seated:
Chad Whaley , Elsie Maxim, Linda Rhoad & Sy lv ia McPherson. Back Row: Stev e

Hursh, San Tay lor, Leslie Klingensmith, Mark Parker, Jim Ketchum, Bill Leffingwell,
Dav id Hartley , Jeanne Mey er, Amy  Hartley , Dev on Hartley  & Bruce McPherson.
 Not in picture but also at Work Day : Jeanette Dibble, Alex  Fitzgerald & last

but nev er least - Deeds Wells.

 
Fall Work Day, Saturday, October 19  
by David Hartley & Jody Hursh, B&G Commission

 
On a sunny, crisp October Saturday, 19 St. Matthew members
showed up at church and worked very hard all day. The campus was
cleaned up: many bushes were trimmed; weeds and leaves were
removed; mulch was added around the Sanctuary entrance; tall weeds
were pulled off the front of the Point; drainage ditch was remade; trash
area was cleaned up; trash was removed; trash cans were washed. 

The balcony was cleaned off; balcony drains were checked; the
garden was cleared; rough gravel on upper parking lot was raked away
and smoothed; cobwebs were removed and brick walls were dusted in
the  Sanctuary; the cupboards, walls & appliances in the kitchen were
cleaned until they sparkled; and the refrigerator was completely emptied
and entirely wiped down! 

There was delicious food donated by many for a great lunch - thank
you to Rogie, Nancy, Glenda, Bill L., Ida, Jeanne, Devon, & Amy for
food!!  We THANK Y OU ALL for the outstanding efforts to beautify our
church campus and buildings.
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