
Fifth Sunday
of Easter, May 2:
10:00 a.m.:VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
1:00 p.m.: Clean-up/prep day
for Community Garden

Saturday, May 8:
2:00 p.m.:Virtual Memorial
Service for Augustus
(Gus) Clay

Seventh Sunday
of Easter, May 16:
10:00 a.m.:VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Thursday, May 20:
10:30 a.m.: Mary
Martha Circle

Ascension Sunday, May 23:
10:00 am:Worship.
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

Saturday, May 29:
Sofia House (subject to
change)

Hello friends…there’s a lot going on at
St. Matthew right now. You can see a
lot of that in other articles of this Mes-
senger issue, but there are a few things
I especially want to highlight.
One, at our April meetings, the Mis‐
sion Commission and the Session ap‐
proved moving forward with an applica‐
tion process to become a COVID-19

vaccine site. We are working with the local organization
known as The Vaccine Hunters (founded by St. Matthew
member Maisie Lynch) to hopefully become a neighbor‐
hood vaccine clinic targeted to underserved communities,
especially the Black and Latino populations. Statistically,
these two groups are not getting vaccinated in Mont‐
gomery County at as high a rate as other populations, and
St. Matthew would like to participate in rectifying that. The
application process is complicated, but the Vaccine
Hunters are moving it along.
If we become a vaccine site, it is likely
that the clinic will be held on a Saturday,
or late afternoon hours during the week.
This is an exciting opportunity to serve
our neighbors and contribute to ridding
our community of COVID-19. If the
process is successful and we do become
a clinic, we will need half a dozen or more volunteers to
help things run smoothly. St. Matthew volunteers would
not be performing any medical tasks – there will be nurses
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and doctors on site to do that. Our volunteers would do
things like greet people, direct traffic, and monitor the
waiting areas. We will have more information in the days
ahead, so stay tuned and consider helping out if we get
the chance to be a clinic.

Secondly, I just want to say how
proud I am of St. Matthew’s partici‐
pation in the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering. St. Matthew col‐
lected $2,720 from 29 donors. This
is more than any other year in recent

history. I especially want to congratulate Julia McBee and
Bill McBee – Julia did a wonderful job with publicizing the
offering this year, including a congregation-wide mailing.
Bill used engaging videos produced by OGHS to remind
us in worship services what the offering is about and to
help us get to know the people across the world who ben‐
efit from it. Their efforts made a huge difference in raising
awareness of the offering. Well done,Bill and Julia, and
thank you very much!

Third, I want to assure everyone
that the Session is giving careful and
prayerful consideration to how and
when we return to in-person worship.
It is wonderful to hear that many
within our congregation are now vac‐
cinated – this is to be celebrated!
However, public health officials have
been clear that, as a country, we are not out of the woods
with this. There are virus variants to watch, and it’s un‐
clear still if people who are vaccinated can still carry and
spread the virus. We want to follow Montgomery County
regulations and open safely. Thank you to all who partici‐
pated in our survey on April 25 – this data provides valu‐
able information to the Session as we move forward. Also,
we are working to have the technology in place so that
when we do return to in-person worship we can stream
the service to people who are more comfortable staying
home. We thank each of you for your prayers, your pa‐
tience, and your continued participation in the life of our
church, even in circumstances we would never have cho‐
sen.

Finally, an update on the work of
the North Building task force: The
task force is meeting regularly to
gather information and share ideas
for using the building in ways that
strengthen St. Matthew’s ministries
both within our own congregation

and to the wider community. We have reached out to sev‐

Sunday, May 30:
10:00 am:Worship.
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

Sunday, June 6:
10:00 am: VirtualWorship.
A short Congregational
meeting will be held
after the service.
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

Sunday, July 11 to
Saturday, July 17:
CAMP JOY (subject to
change)

Monday, July 26 to
Friday, July 30:
Vacation Bible School
(subject to change)

As of now, Sofia House has
affirmed our meal date for
Saturday, May 29, between
5 and 6 p.m.
Of course, with the Covid
restrictions, we will have to
provide these meals in a
very different way.
We will have to deliver the
food, already prepared, to
the shelter. We won’t be
able to cook it as a group,
but hopefully that activity will
return soon.
Our list of needs for this
project can be found in this
google document:
May Sofia House Needs

The recipe for the main
dish is on the google doc. If
you have any questions,
please call or email Konni

SOFIA HOUSE DATE
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eral local non-profit organizations to discuss how our
space might benefit their programs. We have met with
representatives from two of those groups on Zoom and
have more meetings scheduled, and we also have had a
tour of the building representatives from one group, with
another scheduled soon. There are interesting possibilities
bubbling up for ways we can use the space in the future
to build bridges with our
neighbors. We appreci‐
ate all prayers for dis‐
cernment and clarity, and
we look forward to shar‐
ing specifics in the com‐
ing weeks and months.
Make sure you read the
rest of the newsletter for updates on various other projects
and notes on the Session’s work. Thank you to all of you
for being part of us!
Grace and peace,
Leslie

March and April Session Updates
By Janet Froom

St. Matthew’s Session meets the
second Tuesday of each month (by
Zoom for the past year, of course).
Meetings typically last about two
hours and include deliberation on any
pressing concerns as well as monthly
reports from the pastor, treasurer, clerk, and each elder
about what is happening in their respective commissions.
Watch this space in the months ahead for brief updates
on issues being deliberated at these meetings. In the
meantime, here is a list of major actions taken at the two
most recent meetings (March 9 and April 13).

The Session has recently…
◆ Received a new member by reaffirmation of faith.
◆ Approved the celebration of virtual communion for
Palm Sunday on March 28.

◆ Called a congregational meeting for Sunday, June 6,
to elect a new class of officers.

◆ Agreed to partner with Maryland Vaccine Hunters to
offer St. Matthew’s campus as a COVID-19 vaccina‐
tion site for underserved communities surrounding the
church.

◆ Authorized the North Building Task Force to use

So many of you at St.
Matthew have been a gen-
erous supporter of projects
that bring hope and help to
our brothers and sisters
around the world who face
both man-made and natural
disasters, or who seek ways
to increase agricultural pro-
duction and business skills
in their communities. That's

why you have enthusiasti-
cally supported such en-
deavors as One Great Hour
of Sharing, Advent giving for
Presbyterian Mission, Rise
Against Hunger, and the Na-
tional Capital Presbytery's
Unified Mission Giving pro-
gram.

Did you know that as part of
NCP's Unified Mission Giv-
ing, your contributions,
among other things, allow for
support of the Global Mis-
sions Network? The NCP
Global Mission Network is an
informal gathering of
churches within the NCP un-
der the Mission Coordinating
Committee (MCC), all of
whom have a passion for
global mission outreach. So,
in our case, Donna Chirwa
represents St. Matthew and
helps to support the leader-
ship team of the Malawi Mis-
sion Network.

Through St. Matthew's Mis-

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES

GLOBAL MISSION NETWORK
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$5,000 from undesignated special funds to do urgently
needed preliminary improvements to the building
(which was occupied until last year by the Bel Pre
childcare center). Session asked task force members
to provide a list of additional enhancements that will be
necessary once they learn more about possible collab‐
orations with several community groups.

◆ Approved expansion of the church’s WiFi capacity so
that we can still offer virtual worship when we return to
the sanctuary. Members of the Building and Grounds
commission are currently working on physical updates
necessary before the internet service provider can up‐
grade our capacity.

Elders have discussed plans for gradually reopening the
church’s campus once it is safe to do so. In the coming
months, Session will make many decisions about when
and how to resume activities that pose varying degrees of
risk to our members, from office operations and the com‐
munity garden to in-person worship and Vacation Bible
School. Elders are carefully considering all relevant fac‐
tors including the wishes of the congregation as ex‐
pressed in the recent Zoom poll to assess people’s level
of comfort with returning to in-person worship. Session
has tasked a subcommittee whose members are working
to develop parameters that will guide us in these critical
decisions. Please stay tuned!

St. Matthew Rallies to Stop the Hate,
Saturday, March 26
By Linda Rhoad

On Saturday, March 26, there was a spirited "Stop the
Hate" rally along Georgia Avenue near the main gate to

sion Commission's budget,
the church has long ap-
proved contributions sup-
porting the University of Liv-
ingstonia Foundation and
Embangweni Hospital in
Malawi, as well as support
for many U.S. based-pro-
jects at the local, national or
international level who give
a helping hand to those in
need. – Linda Rhoad

Each year we ask St.
Matthewmembers to
please consider paying
their annual per capita as‐
sessment. What is that,
you may ask. It's the an‐
nual payment we make to
support the Presbytery,
Synod, and General As‐
sembly.

We have already bud-
geted to pay it. However,
with the fiscal challenges
that the church currently
faces, if you pay your fam‐
ily's Per Capita it frees up
dollars for other St.
Matthew priorities such as
Mission and improvements.
We pay $42.33 per capita
on each confirmed mem-
ber.With 254 members that
represents $10,753 that we
can potentially put to work.
How to pay? Please click
on this Per Capita link

This beautiful new bench for the front of the Commons was donated
by Elsie, Leslie, and Luca Maxam in memory of Don Maxam. We are
thankful for this lovely addition to our entrance. -Jodi Hurst

PER CAPITA REQUEST
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Leisure World. A number of St. Matthew members brought
their signs and stood with Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers to proclaim that we are all neighbors and to stop
the violence. A lot of joyous honking and waving by drivers
in cars and trucks along Georgia Avenue meant so many
others supported the call to do just that.

The "Stop the Hate" rally was organized by Communities
United Against Hate of Montgomery County, and included
support by the Democratic Club of Leisure World and es-
pecially by Leisure World's Chinese Club, which is headed
by our very own Stella Shaw.

2021: Summer of Hope
By Konni Brantner

We are hoping to have an in-
person Vacation Bible School
(VBS)…
We are hoping to take a crew to
Camp Joy…
We are hoping to provide dinner
and breakfast for the woman of
Sofia House…
We are hoping to have monthly youth events…
We are hoping to have some in-person children’s
programs…
We are HOPING…and we are planning…and we are
waiting (notice I didn’t say patiently!)
IF these things can happen, they will be done under
strict COVID guidelines and they will be held:
◆ Sofia House will be May 29

◆ Camp Joy will be July 11-17

◆ VBS will be July 26-30 (Registration Form is
included at the end of this newsletter)

St. Matthew Online Giving
and indicate that the amount
represents/includes your
“per cap” amount.You can
also send a check directly to
Glenda DeJong. –Bill
McBee

Mary Martha Circle will
meet on Thursday, May 20 at
10:30 a.m. Konni Brantner
will present the ninth lesson
from the Women’s PCUSA
program: Into the Light:
Finding Hope Through
Prayers and Lament. Leslie
will provide the link on
Wednesday. This is our last
lesson for the year. Hope to
see you on Zoom. –Julia
McBee

As you know, for many
years, the youth of our
church have been attending
CAMP JOY, a youth-oriented
work camp, held in Berkeley
Springs, West Virginia.

The Camp Joy board is
working hard to enable this
to happen in July. However,
they have indicated that they
are struggling to purchase
the needed supplies. Due to
COVID all their fund raisers

YOUTH NOTES

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE

CAMP JOY SUPPLIES
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Our church school will be LEGO based and will see us
all meeting together
If we are going to be able to hold VBS, we will need to
have A LOT of help getting the necessary PPE supplies.
Here’s a Google Drive signup sheet. IF you can, please
consider signing up and donating some of the needed
supplies.
VBS 2021 WISH LIST

Justice Banner Rises Again
By Leah Taylor

In February 2021, the Youth Initiative artistic advocacy
group created a beautiful wooden banner with the phrase
“LOVE THY NEIGHBOR,” along with BLM, faith, unity,
peace, justice, coexist, and equality. The banner reflected
the Youth Initiative’s central message of unity and love as
a means of challenging racial injustice. A volunteer affixed
the wooden banner to eight-foot wooden posts at the
corner of Bel Pre and Georgia Avenues near the St.
Matthew Presbyterian Church sign for ideal visibility.
Unfortunately, by March the banner was gone, only to be

had to be cancelled. They
will be operating the camp at
a reduced number and
building supplies are
skyrocketing in price.

As part of our registration,
we do donate a small sum to
help with supplies, but I
wanted to let folks know that
this wonderful, life changing
program is have a lot of
problems funding the home
repairs, if anyone is
interested , they could really
use some monetary help.

If you are able to make a
contribution, please send it
to the church office, The
check should be made out to
Camp Joy and marked
CAMP JOY DONATION. –
Konni Brantner

Med Star Montgomery was
the excited and grateful
recipient of a car full of
delicious goodies. On April
12th, St. Matthew delivered
gratitude goodies. These
were divided among the
various staff lounges in the
hospital.

Youth Initiative banner after attack this past winter.

New social banner—LOVE in 18 different languages.

GRATITUDE GOODIES
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“returned” a few days later, clearly damaged.

The horrible incident did not destroy the spirit of the
artistic advocacy group. One youth group member said “we
will continue to love our neighbors and our enemies.”
Undaunted and buoyed by the sprit of Christ, the youth
group reconvened and decided to create another banner
with the digital photo image of the original. The new social
justice banner has the original message, but this time with
the word “LOVE” in eighteen different languages reflecting
our diverse community. Please look out for the new banner,
which will be erected soon! We hope that our message of
love will overcome hate and continue to guide our global
community in the future.

Super Heroes Return to St. Matthew!
By Konni Brantner

On Sunday, April 25, the Congregation was treated as
the cast of our Super Heroes returned to the Zoom stage.
We want to give a big THANK YOU and CONGRATULA‐
TIONS to our cast and crew. They put in countless hours
of rehearsing, dealt with storms, family tragedies, technol‐
ogy challenges and STILL they persevered. Great job!
They truly are SUPER HEROES!

Celebrating a New Birth
Written by Konni Marquart Brantner
A play written for today’s world,
based on Biblical Events

Cast, in Order of Appearance:
Super Boy Henry Ketchum
Flash Kaleb Kankondo
Cat Woman Hannah Ayuk
Spiderman Kaspar Kankondo
Wild Cat Maxine Berry
Wonder Woman Maggie Ayuk
ElastiGirl Juliana Thompson
Superman Eseme Koge

The staff was so happy to
be thought about and so
thankful to be remembered
in such a fun and delicious
way.

To all those who baked or
donated goodies…I hope
you know you made a
difference.You helped some
very overworked and
stressed medical staff feel
appreciated and valued.
Thank you.

With the hopes of going
into the wilds of West
Virginia to participate in
CAMP JOY, we are once
again selling Panera
Coupon slips to raise money
for this mission trip.

Each slip is $10, and
contains 6 coupons. If you
are interested in purchasing
these, contact Konni and
she’ll coordinate your
purchase. Thank you!

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor

301-598-4400

Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

JeremyYoung,
Director of Music
and Organist

Super Heroes meeting in their secret headquarters

PANERA COUPON SLIPS

IMPORTANT LINKS
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Bat Girl Angelina Thompson
Rachel Ryann Berry
Mariam Elena Powell
Special thanks to all who helped make this unique
Easter experience successful, especially Eseme Koge
and Louise Boyle for their constant support and help,
Jeremy Young for helping us with the technical aspect Jim
Ketchum for editing the script and Amy Brantner for lend‐
ing us her creativity and expertise in film editing.
Speaking of SUPER
HEROES: a huge THANK
YOU goes out to Eseme
Koge. He has worked tire‐
lessly during this pandemic to
be sure our children have an
ongoing relationship with St.
Matthew. Not only has he
helped and been in both
plays, he’s helped create and
hold ZOOM holiday parties, he’s helped with Children’s
Church School on a weekly basis. And there’s more. Lot’s
more!
Eseme is a force behind the scenes, he is always willing
and always helpful,. So…Eseme…THANK YOU…for all
this and so much more.

301-681-8013

Al Conner,
Church Office

Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
301-461-2968

Bill and Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

The submission deadline
for the June issue is June 18.
Please send your articles and
pictures to Bill and Julia
McBee <whmcbee@gmail
.com>. Thank you for your
help and assistance.
Photo credits: Konni Brant‐
ner, Leslie Klingensmith,
Leah Taylor, Jodi Hurst,
Linda Rhoad, Bill McBee

St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
4001 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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WE REMAIN HOPEFUL THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD OUR 2021 VBS IN PERSON!                       

          
St. John’s Lutheran Church and St. Matthew Presbyterian Church present their 

ANNUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 
JULY 26-JULY 30, 2021 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

Vacation Bible School is for children **3 years old through those who have completed 5th grade. 
** Children need to be 4 by September 1, 2021 and be potty trained. 

 

We are meeting at: 
St. Matthew Presbyterian Church  

4001 Bel Pre-Road   Silver Spring, MD 20906 
(301) 598-4400 

(back in the woods at the corner of Georgia Ave. and Bel Pre-Road) 

$30 per person (family maximum- $70.00) 
Please make checks out to St. Matthew Presbyterian Church 

Scholarships available- contact Rev. Klingensmith at St. Matthew  
 

Registrations are due by July 1st  
DUE TO COVID………………….Enrollment is limited………………….... NO WALK INS 

 

To register choose one of the following options:  
*Mail completed forms with checks to St. Matthew at the above address   

*Go to https://stmatthewpcusa.org/ and follow the directions to register and pay (if you choose this option, we 
encourage you to consider adding $2.00 to cover the processing fees charged by the credit card companies)    
*St. John’s Preschool families may put their registration and check in the box outside the preschool office. 

 
For more information contact: 

Tom Hickman, at St. John’s: 301-929-9660 or ctmar28@yahoo.com 
Chris Howard, at St. John’s: 301-570-1754 or garbarek@comcast.net 

Or 
Konni Brantner at St. Matthew: 301-598-4400 or stmattkmb@hotmail.com 

 

JOSEPH 
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Vacation Church Bible School Registration 2021 
OF COURSE 

In-Person VBS is dependent on the number of COVID cases and CDC recommendations 
and regulations. 

 
Child’s name: ___________________________________________ 

 
Birth date: __________________ Grade completed: ____________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________________  

 
Phone:_________________ Best Number To Text You: ___________ 

 
E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

 
Mother’s name (address/phone is different from above: 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

  
Father’s name (address/phone if different from above): 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
____ I DO NOT give permission for my child/ children photographs to be used by either 
St. John’s or St. Matthew for publicity purposes. 

 
COVID HISTORY:  Exposed to virus- Date_____________ 

              Sick with virus- Date_______________ 
    

ALLERGIES OR OTHER CONDITIONS:    ________________________________ 
 

Emergency contact:    Name______________________________  
     Phone: _____________________________ 

Is there a person on site, that we could contact if needed? _______ 
Name: __________________________________________ 

 
Church affiliation: ___________________________________ 
____ Would appreciate a pastoral contact 

 
Any other information you feel might be helpful for your child’s teacher- please include 
on back of this page. 
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