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Upcoming Events

Second Sunday 
in Lent, March 8:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(child care provided).  
      
Wednesday, March 11:
10:30 am: Mary Martha
Women's Circle meeting in
the Agnes Wilson Room.
  
Thursday, March 12:
Noon: Lent Devotion Group 
in the Agnes Wilson Room. (See
Leslie's message for details.)  
 
Third Sunday  
in Lent, March 15
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care).  
11:15 am: "Rise Against
Hunger" Simple Meal  
(See Konni's article for details.)

  
Thursday, March 19:
Noon: Lent Devotion Group 
in the Agnes Wilson Room.   
   

Greetings from Leslie  
by Leslie Klingensmith
 
Happy March, dear friends, and a
blessed Lent to each one of you. This is one
of my favorite times of the year...the gray,
cold days of winter are stepping aside for
the renewal of spring, Easter is still a ways
off but IT IS COMING, and the church
calendar is full of interesting activities. This
year we have the added bonus of having our
Confirmation Class (which we do every two
years for 7th and 8th graders) going strong.
We have 10 young people in the class this
year - spending time with them gives me
great confidence in the future of God's people. Our kids are
thoughtful, inquisitive, and concerned about how people of faith can
make a difference in our community and our world.
 
A lovely moment related to the confirmands that I'd like to
share with you...a few days ago the Confirmation Class prepared
dinner for the Interfaith Works Women's Shelter (formerly known as
Sophia House) and took it to the shelter to serve it to the clients there.
As the kids were busy setting up the buffet line, one of the clients
came into the room a few minutes before we were ready. "Look how

beautiful that is," she
said, as she looked
over at the
confirmands. "Excuse
me?" I said. "Those
kids," she said. "They
are all just over there
looking so happy and
so cheerful, and they
gave their time to

bring us dinner. I think that is just beautiful." Her clear-eyed
comment stopped me in my tracks. She was absolutely right. It WAS
beautiful. THEY are beautiful. I have wondered since then how many
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Sat. to Sun, March 21-22:
Mission Extravaganza
(See Konni's article for details.)
   
Fourth Sunday   
in Lent, March 22:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care).  
11:30 am: Sandwich Making
for Nourish Now (See Konni's
article for details.)  
 
Thursday, March 26:
Noon: Lent Devotion Group 
in the Agnes Wilson Room  
 
Fifth Sunday   
in Lent, March 29:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care).   
 
Wednesday, April 1:  
10:00 am: Book Discussion
Group in the Agnes Wilson
Room.  We will  read pages 1-99
of The Universal Christ by
Richard Rohr. 
 
 

CAMP JOY
Is Coming, 
July 12 - 18:

$75 deposits are
due NOW! 

 
If you are in Middle or High
School and are interested in
this work camp experience, OR
if you want more information,
please contact Konni Brantner
or Eseme Koge.  
 
Panera coupons are now on
sale! Our CAMP JOY team each

glorious moments I miss because I am in too much of a hurry to
notice the beauty all around me. I thank that woman for remin ding
me to observe things and live with a spirit of gratitude.
 
Whether she realized it or not, the woman at the shelter was
participating in two of the most potentially transformative practices
of Lent...paying attention and giving thanks. I find I am better able to
pay attention and give thanks when I have
companions on the journey. If you would
like to participate in Lent with fellow St.
Matthew travelers, I invite you to come to
our Thursday noon conversations. We will
meet in the Agnes Wilson Room for an
hour to discuss the readings from the
Lent Devotional Book Becoming a
Beloved Community. The meetings will
be on Thursdays March 5, 12, 19, and 26
and April 2 and 9. You are welcome at any
or all of the conversations - see me for a
copy of the daily readings booklet.  
 
If you are interested in getting to know  the students in our
Confirmation Class better, there is an opportunity coming up later
this month. The Evangelism Commission and the Program
Commission will co-sponsor a two-week series called
"Presbyterianism 101." The class will meet from 6:30 - 8:00 PM in the
Agnes Wilson Room on Wednesdays March 18 and 25. We will look at
Reformation History and Theology as well as the governance of
Presbyterian churches. Even though this is part of the confirmation
process, everyone is invited. We have many members who did not
grow up Presbyterian - if you would like to learn more about who we
are and why we do things the way we do, this is for you. Longstanding
Presbyterians who would just like a refresher course and enjoy
spending some time with our young people are also welcome. The
more the merrier!  
 
Grace and peace to each one of you,
Leslie 

________________________________________________________________________________

YOUTH NOTES
by Konni Brantner

"Rise Against Hunger" Simple Meal
Sunday, March 15

Next Sunday, a "Rise Against Hunger" simple meal will be spon sored by
our Youth.  The meals will come from the Rise Against Hunger program
we participated in back in October. You are invited to come and sample
one of these packaged meals, learn about where our packets go, and
support our young people with their projects.  
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have coupons - they sell for $10
a strip. Each strip contains  6
coupons. One selection offers 3
bagels per coupon, the other
offers 6 different delicious
treats. Get yours from any Camp
Joy youth participant or from
Konni. 
 

 

Mary Martha Circle,
Wed., March 11
by Julia McBee

 
The women of St. Matthew  
continue to take a fresh look at
the Ten Commandments in this
month's Circle meeting. We will
gather at the Agnus Wilson
Room at 10:30 on Wednesday,
March 11th. Nell Taylor will lead
the lesson. Then there will be a
short business meeting before
lunch.
 
Bring a sandwich and enjoy
the hospitality provided by
Rogie Colston and the rest of the
Circle members. If you need a
ride, please contact Julia McBee
at (301) 603-0450).

 
March Liturgists  
by Bill Leffingwell
 
Please respond to the Breeze

St. Matthew Youth will make and serve  the meals and are asking for
donations equivalent to what you
would normally spend for a
Sunday lunch with your family.
This fundraiser will support Youth
projects like Camp Joy, refugee
assistance, and disaster relief. 
The event will take place Sunday,
March 15, 11:15 am inthe
Commons. Please sign up in the

narthex so we know how much food to prepare.

St. Matthew Mission Extravaganza 
Saturday, March 21

 
CHILDREN and YOUTH:
Come join us for the St. Matthew
Mission Extravaganza.We'll have
lots of fun while we look at ways to
help others.
 
Come at 7:00 - AFTER
DINNER...and stay as long as you
want! You can even sleep at the church! On Sunday the 22nd we'll end the
event by working on our sandwich-making marathon. Our goal is at least
2,000 sandwiches and 700 bags of trail mix.
 
You'll need: a permission slip, a sleeping bag, pillow and "cuddly friend",
PJs, clothes, etc. The cost of the event is $10.  
 
Of course we can always use donations  for the Nourish
Now project (see the list in the article below ). For more
information and to register, call Konni at 301-598-4400 or
email her at stmattkmb@hotmail.com. Please RSVP by
March 15. And feel free to come in your PJ's!

Sandwich Making for Nourish Now  
Sunday, March 22  

 
Our goal is to make 2,000 
sandwiches and "a ton" of trail 
mix - at least 700 bags! To make 
that happen, we need LOTS OF...

Bread- soft wheat or white
Lunch meat
Sliced cheese
Sandwich bags and snack size bags
Peanut butter and jelly
Cheerios, Craisins, M&Ms, cheese
gold fish.
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email notification sent prior to
the Sunday you are scheduled to
serve. If there is a problem,
please find your replacement
and inform the Church Office at
(301) 498-4400 by Tuesday
prior to your scheduled date.      
 
Mar 8  - Steve Hursh 
Mar 15 - Amy Seganish 
Mar 22 - Sara Lou Cardwell 
Mar 29 - Tom Barthold
  
For any questions or
changes regarding this
schedule, contact Bill Leffingwell
at weljr65@comcast.net. 
 
Thank you for serving as
Liturgist.  

March Coffee 
and Tea Servers 
by Glenda DeJong
 
Thank you for  "volunteering"
to serve for our coffee and tea
fellowship.      
 
Mar 8  - Erin and Chad 
                 Whaley
Mar 15 - Deidre and Fiona 
                  Gallagher   
Mar 22 - Lori and Ed Winter 
                  and Family 
Mar 29 - Sylvia and Bruce 
                  McPherson
  
If you are unable to serve on
your signup date, please find a
replacement or contact Glenda
De Jong  301-460-8523. 

 And Lots of volunteers...

Volunteers to set up- Sunday March 22 at 8:30 a.m.
Volunteers to help in the sandwich preparation
Volunteers to help clean up

Your children won't want to miss this wonderful opportunity to help
make a difference in the lives of our areas most underprivileged.
 
Adults: please feel free to come help! For more information, contact
Konni at stmattkmb@hotmail.com or call 301-598-4400.
 
Please be generous with your donation of supplies, energy and
time! We are also suggesting monetary donations which will be used to
order the bread (and get it delivered).

Community Easter Party and Egg Hunt, 
Saturday, April 11  

We'll hunt for eggs, enjoy some crafts and
play some games
 
Children, don't forget your baskets!
For more information, call St. Matthew--301-
598-4400
 
Children, please bring a grown up  with
you! Some candy may contain peanuts or peanut butter. Parents are
responsible for checking their child's candy.
 
And, we need lots of willing helpers  to make this party a success.
Set up begins at 9 am, clean up is over by 1 pm.  If you can help, please let
Janet Froom or Konni Brantner know
 

 

Annual Vacation 
Bible School, 
June 22 - 26    

Once again this year we will teaming up
with St. John's Lutheran Church. Our theme is
Joseph. Sessions will run from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. each day. 
 
Vacation Bible School is for children 4 years

old through those who have completed 5th grade. Children need to be 4 by
September 1, 2020, and be potty trained.   
 
Please start saving those plastic 16-20 oz. water or soda bottles!  This
summer in VBS one of our  projects will be making stethoscopes!  We need
plastic funnels for this creation, and plastic bottles are just the thing!  You
can bring them into the church office any time between now and June 14th. 4



  
Your Annual
Contribution

Statement
 
You can pick up  your 2020
year-end contribution statement
in your folder in the narthex.
Any questions should be referred
to our financial secretary,
Glenda De Jong.

 
 

Important 
Contacts

    
St. Matthew's official office
hours are Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 9:15 am -
3:30 pm. Staff are frequently
available after those hours, as
well as Mondays and Fridays.
 
If you need to speak with
staff about an urgent matter
outside of usual office hours,
please call the church first (301-
598-4400), or call Leslie's cell
phone if necessary (301-335-
7949).

  
Leslie A. Klingensmith,

Pastor  
301-598-4400

 
For more information and to register, click the link below.  
     
 VBS 2020 Registration Form
 

________________________________________________________________________________

CONGREGATION NOTES

Update to Refugee Family Needs   
by Linda Rhoad  

 The Mission
Commission wants to
thank seven St. Matthew
members who have
graciously responded thus
far to our request for funds
to help an Uzbek-speaking,
Afghan refugee family cover
some household necessities
and dental work for the
mother of the family.  We've

received enough funds to cover the dental expenses, for which the
family is extremely grateful.  We hope that others at St. Matthew can
help out with contributions that will be used for groceries.  The father
is employed, but the pay is low and their budget remains tight.  As
noted earlier, the children are thriving in school, and the family has
made great strides since they arrived in the U.S. in January 2019. 

Please donate whatever you can to assist this wonderful,
hard-working family.  You may make a check out to St.
Matthew Presbyterian Church with Refugee Ministry in the
memo line.  

Should you have questions about the Refugee Ministry in general,
or the refugee family in particular, please contact Jim Leong, Amy
Hartley, Linda Rhoad, or Pastor Leslie.
                      

Presbyterianism 101,
Wednesday, March 18 and 25   
by Kit Boyle  

  
New to the Presbyterian
Church?  Want to up-date
your knowledge of
Presbyterianism?  Leslie and
the Evangelism Commission
invite all adults to join the Confirmation Class for two sessions of
Presbyterianism 101 March 18 and 25 from 6:30-8:00 pm in the
Agnes Wilson Room.  At the first session, March 18, we'll discuss the
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Konni Brantner, Director 

of Youth Education 
and Outreach

301-871-6275  
 

Jeremy Young, Director 
of Music and Organist 

301-681-8013
 

Al Conner, 
Church Office Administrative

Assistant 
301-598-4400

    
Janet Froom,  
Clerk of Session 
(301) 461- 2868

 
Bill  & Julia McBee,  

Newsletter Editors
      301-603-0450      

 

  

 
The deadine for the
April St. Matthew

Messenger is April 3.

Reformation, the development of Protestant denominations and the
Presbyterian Church in the USA today. In the second session, March
25, we'll learn about the theology, issues and governance of the
PCUSA today.  Any questions, please see Leslie or Kit Boyle.

Columbarium Design Expo,
Sunday, March 29
by Steve Hursh
 
The Columbarium Committee will sponsor a Design Expo to
exhibit all the ideas for how to expand the current Columbarium. The
Committee will be making a presentation on the Expo and how to
create design entries during a 30 min workshop after the Sunday
Service on March 29. We encourage all individuals and families with
ideas for how to expand the Columbarium to attend that workshop
and join the process.  
 

Plan of Columbarium design area (not to scale).
 
Entries can be hand-drawn diagrams, sketches, or models made
from Legos, balsa wood, or match sticks! This can be a fun project and
we encourage everyone with ideas for an attractive addition to come
to the workshop, hear about the project, and get a Design Kit. We plan
to display the entries into the Expo after the Sunday Service on May
3. 
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