News of and for the Community of
St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
Greetings From Leslie!
by Leslie Klingensmith

HAPPY SUMMER! I do believe it's
finally here, after a few false starts.
There are just few things I want to
make sure you are aware of before
people scatter for summer
vacations and other activities.

June 2019
Above: Saint Matthew
"pop-up" choir performs
on Sunday, May 19.
Photo by Konni Brantner.
June 2019 Contents
Work Day
Summer Church
Vacation Bible School

First, the church picnic is going
to have a reboot. We typically have
celebrated the early summer
season with a picnic and Jim and Betsy Lessig's beautiful
farm, Pleasant Valley. Jim and Betsy have been so
gracious to host us for many, many years and we will
always remember the fun times with the swing, the horses,
the hay wagon, and the creek. But we are going to change
things up this year and have a picnic at the church on the
Sunday of Labor Day Weekend (September 1), right after
the worship service. It will be a festive way to come back
together after various summer travels and celebrate a new
program year. Further details will come out in bulletins and
in Breeze reminders, but just wanted you to save the date
for now.

Sofia House
Tech Talent Needed
Help Garden Grow!
Per Capita Appeal
Camp Joy News
Mary Martha Circle
Volunteers
Upcoming Events

Sunday, June 2:
Congregation Meeting
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10:00 am: Service
in the sanctuary. A brief
meeting will follow to
elect new officers. All
voting members are
encouraged to attend.
Voice/Piano Recital
4:00 pm: Performance
in the sanctuary.
Wednesday, June 5:
Book Discussion
Group
7:00 pm. In the Agnes
Wilson Room.
Secondly, we have two memorial services coming up
for church members who were dear to us and touched
many lives with their willingness to serve this community.
We will pay our respects to John Meyer (shown above) on
Thursday, June 13 at 11:00 AM. The service will be
followed by a reception in The Commons. The service for
Dan Zaharko will be on Saturday, June 29 at 2:00 PM and
will also be followed by a reception in The Commons. I am
deeply saddened by the loss of these two friends, as I
know many of you are. I look forward to celebrating their
lives together and taking comfort in one another's
presence.
We have just learned this week of the death of a friend of
St. Matthew. Cheryl Broadus is the daughter of Jerry and
Milli Broadus - she died suddenly on May 27. Cheryl's
family wants to have a memorial service for her here at St.
Matthew and I will get the word out on day and time as
soon as the details are confirmed.
Finally, the church vegetable
garden is really coming along!
It's exciting to see the plants
doing so well. There is a signup sheet in the narthex for
people who want to take turns
tending the plants over the
summer. All the produce goes
to feed hungry kids right here in
our neighborhood, so this is
time well spent!

Sunday, June 9:
Pentecost
10:00 am: Service
in the sanctuary.
VBS setup following
worship.
Wednesday, June 12:
Mary Martha Circle
Noon: Meet for lunch at
Baronessa restaurant.
See details below.
Thursday, June 13:
John Meyer Memorial
11:00 am: Service in
the Sanctuary, followed
by reception in the
Commons.
Sunday, June 16:
Father's Day
10:00 am: Service
in the sanctuary.
Beginning of Summer
Church schedule.

Bean plants coming up.

Grace and peace to you all. There has been quite a bit of
sadness in our congregation over the last few weeks, but
you all make it easy to find the joy embedded within the
sorrow. I'm grateful for you.
Pastor Leslie

St. Matthew Work Day, Saturday, May 18
By Jody Hursh / Photos by Jody Hursh and Bill McBee

Sunday, June 23:
10:00 am: Service
in the sanctuary.
Car Wash benefiting
Camp Joy right after
service.
Week of June 24 - 28,
Vacation Bible School:
See update below.
Saturday, June 29:
Dan Zaharko Memorial
2:00 pm: Service in
the Sanctuary, followed
by reception in the
Commons.
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Sunday, June 30:
10:00 am: Service
in the sanctuary.
Week of July 7-13,
Camp JOY:
See update below.
Help Needed June 16
Sprucing up the entrance to St. Matthew's

The Building and Grounds Commission would like to
extend sincere and heartfelt thanks to the 22 wonderful
people who came out on Work Day on Saturday, May 18.
We appreciated the perfect weather which allowed so
much clean up of the campus to get done by our hard
workers. And, huge thanks also for a fabulous taco lunch
with all the necessary add-ons provided by Ida Leong and
Amy Hartley.
Notice the freshly mulched hill and lovely new Lilly of the
Valley plants along the serpentine walk among other areas
that were weeded on your next visit to church. The kitchens
in both the Narthex and Commons are spotless and freshly
scrubbed. Too many other tasks to mention...but, we really
want to say how great it was to have your help. You all
worked so hard and it makes a huge difference. Thank you!

On Sunday, June 16,
we are asking folks to
stick around for about a
hour after church in
order to move furniture in
the narthex/ nursery and
choir room in preparation
for Vacation Bible
School. We also need
folks who will put
together our canopies.
Many hands make light
work!
- Konni Brantner
Camp JOY Update

Thank you for the delicious lunch!

Youth Notes
Summer Sunday School
Begins Sunday, June 16

by Konni Brantner

CAMP JOY is coming
quickly: July 7 -13.
This youth work camp
is a wonderful
opportunity for our youth
to put their faith into
action while having a
great time!
We will be camping in
Berkeley Springs, WV,
along with about 125
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This summer, as in the years
past, our children will continue
to attend the first part of the
worship service and then move
to the Commons for a joint
Church school program. All
children -- 3 years old to those
who have finished 5th grade -will meet together. Our youth (unless they are helping) will
be attending the worship service.
The theme this summer will be "The Life of Jesus." We'll
be looking at the way Jesus lived... the way he ate... the
way he learned... the way he worshiped...the way he
played....and ultimately the way he taught. Each week we'll
discuss the lesson and do a related craft or activity.
While Konni teaches most of the summer, we do need
help on July 7 and 13, and August 4 and 25. If you are
willing and able to help, please let Konni know. She will
create the lesson and gather the supplies!

other teens and their
counselors. The dates
are: July 7- 13.
Two important
deadlines for our
volunteers:
Camp Joy Car
wash: June 23
immediately after
church.
All paper work and
money are due by
July 1.
- Konni Brantner

Bunny-ful Thanks

Thank you to the kind
person who returned my
bunny cane to the
church. He is 30 years
old and tends to wander.
- Rogie Colston
Mary Martha Circle

We want to say a HUGE thank you to all those folks who
have helped support our CAMP JOY work project...
Thank you if you contributed ingredients and/or for
our Mystery Meal- we made $650.00.
Thank you to those who went to 5 Below and made
purchases on an already busy Saturday, just so we
could earn 10%- we made $85.00.
Thank you to everyone who purchased Panera

For our May meeting,
Konni Brantner created
an interesting final
lesson by pulling
together all the chapters
studied over the year.
Our topic was: God's
Promise - I am With
You.
We will gather again for
a social luncheon on
June 12 at noon at the
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coupons (we still have some left).

Vacation Bible School,
June 24 to June 28
Be The Rock! That's the theme
of this year's Vacation Bible
School.
And we still have room for you!
Click below for a registration form
that you can print out, complete,
and return it to the church.

Baronessa Italian
Restaurant on Gude
Drive in Rockville. All the
women of the church are
invited. Please call Ruth
Sasscer (301-598-2088)
or Millie Ames (301- 9426105) if you need a ride.
- Millie Ames
Congrats to Grads

2019 VBS Registration Form

It's Time to Cook:
Saturday, June 29
June has five Saturdays,
and you might know what
that means: it's St.
Matthew's turn to cook for
the women's shelter!
On Saturday, June 29,
we'll be gathering at 4 to cook and them traveling to the
shelter about 6 to serve. We normally return about 8.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Konni.

Youth Service, Sunday, May 19

We are so proud of our
high school graduates!
Congratulations to all:
Kelly Seganish
Anna Kuhlman
Yves Sacks
If you know of any
graduates that we do not
have on our list... please
let the church office
know!
- Konni Brantner
Salute to Volunteers

Photographs by Konni Brantner

We at St. Matthew are
lucky! We not only have
wonderful group of
children and youth, we
also have a terrific team
of dedicated volunteers!

An environmental children's message

As our 2018-19 church
school year draws to a
close, we want to offer a
HUGE thanks to our
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If you missed church on Sunday, May 19, you missed a
very special service. Many of our youth conducted the
service and presented the message of the day. They did a
wonderful job looking at the very serious issues related to
our environment. The service was one of truth, reflection
and most importantly hope.
A very special thanks to Deeds Wells, who worked with
our youth church school helping to create this meaningful
and relevant youth service.

team of Church School
leaders:
Louise Boyle
Jody Hursh
Divine Gui-Diby
Mary Beth Thompson
Eseme Koge
Abby Hatley
Deeds Wells
We also want to give a
huge thanks to:
Our Vacation Church
School coordinator:
Glenda DeJong
Our Smart Sack team:
Terry Dejong and Al
Luce
Leith Speiden
Mark Parker
Dan Maxam
Deeds Wells
Eddie Brantner

The whole service was a team effort

Congregational Notes
Tech Talent Needed
b y Phil Tarnoff

The Administrative
Committee is seeking one or
more volunteers to assist with
the St. Matthew website. The
needed help is oriented
toward the design and content
of the website (text, photos,
layout, etc.)
Although computer/website knowledge would be useful,
it is not necessary. Members of the committee will provide
any technical assistance needed. Youth volunteers are
encouraged to provide assistance. Contact Phil Tarnoff
301-929-1358 if you're interested.

Please plan to be in
church on June 9 as we
say thank you to our
tremendous team of
volunteers.
- Konni Brantner
Important Links

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor
301-598-4400
Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth
Education and Outreach
301-871-6275
Jeremy Young,
Director of Music
and Organist
301-681-8013
Al Conner,
Church Office
Administrative Assistant
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Help Our Garden Grow!

301-598-4400

b y Friends of the Garden

St. Matthew's summer garden is
planted and growing. We need lots of
hands for weeding and watering and
(eventually) harvesting.
There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex so people can take turns tending the garden---we
accept help any time --- you are not limited to helping only
during the weeks you sign up, but since people scatter a lot
in the summer we want to make sure that a couple of
people are committed each week to helping in the garden.

Per Capita Opportunity
b y Glenda DeJong

Each congregation in the
Presbyterian Church (USA)
pays a per capita fee to the
denomination to help fund the
mission and ministry of the larger
church. A brochure was included
in last Sunday's bulletin which
explained how our per capita money is used. Additional
copies for those who did not receive one are available in
the church office.

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
301-871-7239
Bill & Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450
Newsletter Update
The St. Matthew
Messenger will not
appear during July and
August. The deadline for
the September issue is
September 6. Have a
great summer!

St. Matthew traditionally offers members the chance to
pay their own per capita, thus freeing up more of our
budget for other areas of ministry. The 2019 per capita is
$41.73. If you would like to contribute your own per capita,
(in addition to your annual pledge), you may do so by
making a check out to St. Matthew and writing "per capita"
on the memo line.tuned!
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