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Greetings From Leslie!
by Leslie Klingensmith

I write this on May 30, as I
do my final few tasks in
preparation for my
sabbatical leave. First, let me
again say THANK YOU for
this wonderful opportunity -
I'm so excited to have some
intentional time to learn,
reflect, and grow. My prayer
is that we will all benefit from

this experience. Thank you also for the farewell cake at
coffee hour for my last Sunday pre-sabbatical. What
fun! It was a lovely send off, and I feel so fortunate to be
part of this community.

To be honest, I will miss you all terribly these next
three months. Since becoming Pastor of St. Matthew in
2002, I've never been away that long - not even when I
had my children in 2003 and 2006. You all are such a
part of my days - and of the life of our whole family - that
it will feel strange to not show up on weekday mornings
and take my place in the chancel on Sundays. But I
believe the time will go quickly and before we know it we
will be back together. I want to be clear that if you have
health issues or other personal crises this summer, St.
Matthew is still here to care for you - I am just a small
part of our congregational care ministry. Our elders are
prepared to make hospital visits, as is Konni Brantner.
A couple of local Presbyterian clergy are available to

Above: Juliana and
Angelina Thompson
perform Bahay Kubo
"Little Hut" at St. Matthew
Talent Night on Sunday,
May 22. Photo by Julia
McBee.   
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back up the efforts of our Session members if
necessary. St. Matthew is a congregation that does a
wonderful job in extending God's care to people who
are hurting, and that will not change over the three
months I'm away.

I also am very excited for you all about the lineup of
guest preachers who will fill the pulpit this summer. You
will hear from familiar figures in our community - Parish
Associate Don Clem and Director of Youth Education
and Outreach Konni Brantner - both of whom preach a
couple of times a year normally and are well known by
the congregation. St. Matthew member Lori Nicholson
will preach late in the summer. Two other women will be
filling the pulpit for blocks of time - Elizabeth Evans
Hagan will preach for most of June and MaryAnn
McKibben Dana for July.

Elizabeth Evans Hagan
comes from the American
Baptist tradition, and
previously served as
Pastor of Washington Plaza
Baptist Church. She has
served as an Interim Pastor
in Presbyterian, Disciples of
Christ, and United Church
of Christ congregations.
Elizabeth has been involved
in ministry to children in Kenya through Feed the
Children, Inc. and is the author of the book Birthed:
Finding Grace through Infertility. Elizabeth and her
husband Kevin are the parents of 11-month-old Amelia
McGill Hagan. You can learn more about Elizabeth at
her personal website, Elizabethhagan.com

MaryAnn McKibben Dana
is a PCUSA Pastor who
has served as Associate
Pastor of Burke
Presbyterian Church and
as Pastor of Idylwood
Presbyterian Church. She is
the author of the book
Sabbath in the Suburbs
and is at work on her
second book. She is a

frequent preacher and keynote speaker at church
retreats and conferences across the country. MaryAnn
and her husband Robert are the parents of three
children: Caroline, Margaret, and James.

I am confident that all of these preachers will be
stimulating and challenging for St. Matthew. Here is a
breakdown of the preaching schedule while I'm away:

June 4, 11, 18:  Elizabeth Evans Hagan

Sunday, June 4:
Pentecost
10:00 AM: Service 
in the sanctuary.

Sunday, June 18:
Beginning of Summer
Church schedule. 

Week of June 26 - 30,
Vacation Bible School:
See update below.  

Sunday, June 25, 
Church Picnic: Save the
date for our Annual St.
Matthew Picnic on June
25 beginning at 2:00 pm
at the Lessig Farm
(21000 Georgia Avenue,
Brookeville, MD).
Bring fried or baked
chicken enough to serve
your family and a salad
or dessert to share.

Saturday, July 8:
Mary Martha Circle:
Final meeting before
summer break. Please
see details below. 

Sunday, July 9:
Communion will be
observed on July 9, not
July 2, since many are
traveling for the July 4
long weekend. 

Week of July 9 -15,
Camp JOY:
See update below.

Help Needed June 18



June 25:  Don Clem
July 2, 9, 16, 23:  MaryAnn McKibben Dana
July 30:  Elizabeth Evans Hagan       
August 6:  Don Clem
August 13:  Konni Brantner
August 20:  Elizabeth Evans Hagan
August 27: Lori Nicholson (St. Matthew member)
 
Have a blessed summer! I can't wait to see you all in
September!
 
Grace and peace,
Pastor Leslie
   

SAVE THE DATE! Annual Church Picnic
Lessig Farm, Sunday, June 25
by Karen Brown Gonzalez
 
Join the St. Matthew Congregation for our annual
picnic at the Lessig Farm beginning at 2:00 pm.
 
Bring enough cooked chicken for your family and a
side salad or vegetable or dessert to share. Drinks will
be provided. Bring chairs and/or blankets for your
comfort.
 
There will be lots of fun, exploring the farm and the
creek, water balloons, games and plenty of time to
socialize and enjoy being outside.
 
Car pools will be arranged from the Church if you
need transportation. The Lessig Farm is located at
21000 Georgia Avenue, Brookeville, MD.
 

St. Matthew Talent Night, May 21
Photographs by Sophia Hammer and Julia McBee 
 

On Sunday, June 18,
we are asking folks to
stick around for about a
hour after church in order
to move furniture in the
narthex/ nursery and
choir room in preparation
for Vacation Bible School.
We also need folks who
will put together our
canopies.   
Many hands make light
work! 
 

- Konni Brantner     

Camp JOY Update

CAMP JOY is coming
quickly: July 9 -15.
 
This youth work camp
is a wonderful
opportunity for our youth
to put their faith into
action while having a
great time! We will be
camping in Berkeley
Springs, WV, along with
about 125 other teens
and their counselors. The
dates are: July 9- 15.
Stay tuned for our
fundraiser news!

- Konni Brantner 

Need Summer Ushers



An honorary member of St. Matthew

The evening of Sunday, May 21 was a showcase of
the skill and talents of St. Matthew members and
friends. Click on the link below for a full list of the
performers.  Many thanks to Ida Leong, Jim Lessig,
Jeremy Young and many others who helped make this
possible!

St. Matthew Talent Night 2017
 

Ida and JIm Leong-Irish Reel

 

It's that time again when
we need ushers to serve
during the two months of
July and August.  This will
give our regular ushers a
much needed break and
give others a chance to
experience the joy of
ushering.  Please let Ida
Leong know if you can
help out and she'll
schedule you for the
Sundays you are
available.  Even if you
can serve only one
Sunday, it will be a big
help.

Thank you for your
consideration.
 

- Ida Leong      

Mary Martha Circle

The Mary Martha Circle
will close this season's
bible study by having
some fun and celebrating
the coming summer. We
have chosen to lunch at
Mrs. Ka's Toll house in
Silver Spring on
Colesville Road. This is a
restored historic house
set in a lovely garden
campus. All the ladies of
the church are invited.
The date is Saturday,
July 8 at 11:30 AM. If you

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_uvFijIYP2SPOA4GPKv8CnSyVh7iTmEwtWjsJTKVRMvMoD2zGyLYv2L_69dmT1ov-2uWKNXBA-HGDVCGFEpBur43qT46kTmdkoKMleyfLqNPLdc2cUpQ3La2F4wAqq-3frUcN7UBk20Gu1pJzZY7_Izlh2PLrizaeAnew-92AEvlLOozCDVg7tc2F5oWZD9n7TOOVAqrOypgw13a0EbgWhYXmCZu6utseF_ZiHFzdszePzx0n2xyls5TcDIAwwDM&c=&ch=


Lan Chau-Tai Chi

Youth Notes                                                 by Konni Brantner

The Parables Are Coming! -
Summer Church Begins Sunday, June 18

This summer, as in the years past, our children will
continue to attend the first part of the worship service
and then move to the Commons for a joint Church
school program.  All children, 3 years- those who have
finished 5th grade will meet together.  Our youth (unless
they are helping) will be attending the worship service.

The theme for the summer will be "The stories Jesus
told" Each week we will look at a different parable. We'll
discuss the lesson and do a related craft or activity.

Konni creates the lesson plans for each week and will
lead the group most of the summer. HOWEVER, there
are a few weeks that she can not be with the children.
SO, we NEED your help. Those weeks include: July 9,
and 16 and Aug 13 and 20.

If you are willing and able to help, please let Konni
know.

Vacation Bible School,
June 26 to June 30 

  
God's Power Burning
Bright! That's the theme of this
year's Vacation Bible School. 

And we still have room for
you! 
Click below for a registration
form that you can print out,
complete, and return it to the

need transportation call
Ruth Sasscer (301) 598-
2288 or Millie Ames
(301) 942-6105.
 
Konni Brantner led our
last study on May 10.
She had us look who
Jesus is on a personal
level. We were pleased
that she had returned
from her surgery and
was as spunky as ever.
Our new season begins
in the fall on September
13, the second
Wednesday in
September.
   

- Millie Ames      

Congrats to Grads

We are so proud of our
high school graduates!
Congratulations to all: 
 
Fatu Kposowa
Currie Epie-Ngome
Terran Ondiek
Shawn Chongwe
 
Join us on Sunday, June
18 as we celebrate this
wonderful
accomplishment.
  
If you know of any
graduates that we do not
have on our list... please
let the church office know!
 

- Konni Brantner     

Salute to Volunteers



church.
 
2017 VBS Registration Form      

Summer Lunch Program:
June 26 - September 1 

Once again this
summer, St. Matthew will
be running a  lunch
program. This exciting
program works like this:  
 
First, a counselor at Bel
Pre Elementary School
will identify children
(children, not families)
whom she feels are in
serious need of supplemental food; this year we have a
group of 26 who have been identified. Then St. Matthew
family and friends will pack and deliver lunches to these
children twice each week for the summer.
 
Each lunch will have a minimum of: A sandwich; a
bag of chips, pretzels, etc.; a piece of fruit or an
individual serving of fruit or applesauce; a dessert; and
a drink. The lunch program will run from the week of
June 26 - September 1. Lunches will be delivered on
Tuesday and Friday.
 
How can you help?  You can pack lunches once (or
better yet, twice) a week. And then deliver them to the
families.  You can donate money to help purchase
supplies. Or you can bake some goodies. Donate some
individual bags of chips, trail mix, juice boxes, Capri
suns, etc.
 
The children will all be from our immediate
neighborhood. If you're interested in helping, please let
Konni know. A schedule will be coming out soon.

More from St. Matthew's Talent Night
Photographs by Sophia Hammer and Julia McBee
 

We at St. Matthew are
lucky! We not only have
wonderful group of
children and youth, we
also have a terrific team
of dedicated volunteers!

As our 2016-17 church
school years draws to a
close, we want to offer a
HUGE thanks to our team
of Church School
leaders: 

Regina Koge 
Louise Boyle
Jody Hursh
Lori Winter
Eseme Koge 
Abby Hartley
Maisie Lynch
Mellissa Duru
Janet Froom 
John Meyer
Deeds Wells

We also want to give a
huge thanks to: 
Our Vacation Church
School coordinator: 
Glenda DeJong     

Our Smart Sack team: 
Terry Dejong and Al Luce
Al Conner
Julia McBee
Dan Zaharko 
Eddie Brantner
Leith Speiden
 

- Konni Brantner     

Important Links
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Stella Shaw-Over the Rainbow

 

Greer Taylor and Leslie Klingensmith-Ode to Joy

 

Weyata Wright and Jim Lessig-Fairest Lord Jesus

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor 

301-598-4400
  

Konni Brantner, 
Director of Youth

Education and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young, 
Director of Music 

and Organist 
301-681-8013  

Al Conner, 
Church Office

Administrative Assistant 
301-598-4400 

  
Julia McBee, 

Clerk of Session 
301-603-0450

 
Bill McBee, 

Newsletter Editor
301-603-0450   

Newsletter Update

The St. Matthew
Messenger will not
appear during July and
August. The deadline for
the September issue is
September 2. Please
send your articles and
pictures to Bill McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you and have a
great summer.
 

     



Congregational Notes

Help Our Garden Grow!
by Karen and Blair Kincer

The Community Garden at St
Matthew is starting to thrive!  
Thanks to all of those who
contributed to preparing and
planting this spring.  

We now need to begin a phase of regular watering,
weeding and eventually harvesting. The attached sign
up will help us to organize who can help and when.
Once you have signed up, we will send out an email
with some instructions but the tasks are easy and no
special skills are needed. Click this link to sign up: 

St. Matthew Garden Plant List

Now visible from space!

Many thanks to all for supporting the garden and our
efforts to provide nourishing food to those in our
community who need it.
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