
Sunday, July 11:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, July 18:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, July 25:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Monday, July 26 -
Friday, July 26:
Vacation Bible School
(see details in newsletter)

Saturday, July 31:
10:00 a.m.: Interfaith
Works (Sofia House)
(see details in newsletter)

Sunday, August 1:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s

I hope this summer finds each
of you healthy and well. What
strange times we are living
through. As far as the coronavirus
goes, I would characterize the
Session’s and my outlook right
now as one of cautious optimism.
We were delighted to return to in
person worship on Sunday, July 4.
We had forty people in the sanctu‐

ary and another 40-ish computers logged in to worship by
Zoom. While I look forward to the day when most of us
can gather in the sanctuary at one time, the hybrid ap‐
proach will remain. Zoom will allow people who cannot
come to the sanctuary for a variety of reasons to continue
to participate in church, and we are grateful for that.
Here is a quick reminder about ways
we are staying safe with in person wor‐
ship. One, we ask everyone to wear a
mask. I think the majority of St. Matthew
members are vaccinated, but many are
medically vulnerable for other reasons.
Plus, the vaccine still isn’t available for
children under 12, and some scary vari‐
ants of covid-19 are showing their faces now. So, we will
wear masks for the time being and re-evaluate periodi‐
cally. Thank you for sitting apart by household as an extra
precaution.
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We also ask people to sign up to attend worship each
week.You can either call Al Conner at 301-598-4400 or
email him at stmattpcusa@hotmail.com. Having a list of
attendees each week will be helpful if we ever have to do
contact tracing.
Probably the hardest safety precaution to follow in wor‐
ship is not singing together. Please know that we will con‐
tinue to monitor recommendations about singing and will
re-instate it as soon as we feel it’s safe. Meanwhile, we
will be as creative as possible as we integrate music and
reflection time into our service in safe ways. Thank you all
for your support as we move back into the sanctuary!

In other subjects, even through
these summer months, the North
Building Task Force continues to
meet and consider possibilities for
sharing the space in ways that
will serve the community and help
us build relationships with our
neighbors. We have had interest‐

ing conversations with leaders of several local non-profits.
We are also in the process of getting estimates for paint‐
ing and industrial cleaning. It’s time to give the interior of
the building a little extra love so that it is a cleaner, pret‐
tier, and more welcoming space for both St. Matthew ac‐
tivities and any potential users. Thank you for your contin‐
ued prayers for the North Building Task Force. We look
forward to sharing more with you all soon!

Please see the Session notes from our Clerk of Session,
Janet Froom, for updates on St. Matthew’s recent Session
discussions and actions – many of them related to finding
our “new normal” as we navigate our way out of the pan‐
demic (fingers crossed and prayers going up that we stay
on a good trajectory!). These next few weeks and months
could have stressful moments, as we move back into do‐
ing more activities in person, but we will be gentle with
each other and trust in God to see us through.
Thank you again, friends, for your prayers for my Dad as
he recovers from a serious stroke. Your support has
meant the world to me and my family.
Grace and peace,
Leslie

Church school
Sunday, August 8:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, August 15:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, August 22:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, August 29:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

Session held its final
“stated”meeting of the 2020-
2021 program year on Tues-
day, June 8. Elders may meet
on Zoom during the summer
to decide on issues requiring
immediate attention and will
resume in-person meetings in
September. Following the vote
taken at the June 6 congrega-
tional meeting.

Session will welcome three
new members in the fall: Alice
Byrne, Mark Parker, and Chad
Whaley. Jody Hursh will begin
serving her second term.
Warm thanks for outstanding
service go to Thecla Brath-

MAY AND JUNE SESSION
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Vaccine Hunters at St. Matthew
By Linda Rhoad

After the launch of the first COVID-19 vaccine clinic at
St. Matthew on May 16, 2021, a second one was held on
June 13, serving 40 residents at each clinic. A good many
of the recipients were Latinos, some of whom were day
laborers who gather at Home Depot regularly to look for
work. Maisie Lynch and the Vaccine Hunters took care of
publicity about the clinics, scheduling, and arranging for
both medical staff and volunteers.

Many, many thanks go to Maisie and her
group, and to Leah Taylor, Jim Leong and
Lance Shawver of the Mission Commission for assisting
with getting the word out, and with being available for trou-
ble-shooting on the day of the first event. It's not clear as
yet as to whether a third clinic will be in the offing, but if so,
St. Matthew stands ready to be a part of this wonderful
community service.

waite and Linda Rhoad, who
are completing their current
Session terms in August.

Major actions taken by
Session in May and June
include…

• Authorizing the Vaca-
tion Bible School plan-
ning team to proceed
with a modified VBS pro-
gram for the last week in
July, following a presen-
tation by Konni of the de-
tailed plans for a safe re-
turn to the in-person
event.

• Approving a tech grant
proposal, which re-
quests funds from Pres-
bytery to assist in setting
up hybrid worship.

• Meeting with Bob
Ponichtera, founder and
executive director of Lib-
erty's Promise (a non-
profit that provides civic
engagement and college/
career readiness training
for low-income immigrant
youth in our community)
and authorizing the
North Building Task
Force to pursue a space-
sharing arrangement
with the organization.

• Setting Sunday, July 4,
as the date for returning
to in-person worship, with
a "dry-run" virtual service
to be streamed from the
sanctuary without con-

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES

Vaccine Hunters and volunteers in the Commons

Counting down until vaccine recipients arrive
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St. Matthew Community Garden
By Bruce Dorrier

The St. Matthew Garden is progressing nicely this year.
Green beans, tomatoes, squash, eggplant, peppers, basil,
cilantro are all growing and should be offering produce
very soon. If you are interested in helping, there is always
weeding and watering to be done. Deeds Wells has set up
the water for us, as you manually cut on and off at the back

of the Commons to save water.With the hot weather and
infrequent rain, watering 2-3 times a week is a necessity to
keep the plants growing. And as with any garden, weeds
will take over unless you are diligent.

We have had some good help so far, and thanks to all
who have made the garden successful, but we welcome
any newcomers who want to spend some time weeding
and watering to make the garden better. The middle of
summer is a trying time, so all help is appreciated, and
soon we will have St. Matthew veggie baskets to give out
to our friends in need.

Vacation Bible School,
July 26 to 30
Our hopes have come true!
In-person Vacation Bible School
(VBS) will be take place from July
26 to 30. There is still time to sign
up; a Registration Form is in-
cluded at the end of this newslet-
ter.

gregants on Sunday,
June 27. –Janet Froom

Thank you if you’ve al-
ready paid your annual
Per Capita assessment.
This request is the annual
payment we make to sup‐
port the Presbytery,
Synod, and General As‐
sembly.
While we’ve already bud‐
geted to pay the request, if
you pay your family's Per
Capita, it frees up dollars
for other St. Matthew priori‐
ties such as Mission and
improvements.
We pay $42.33 per capita
on each confirmed mem-
ber.With 254 members that
represents $10,753 that we
can potentially put to work.
How to pay? Please click
on this Per Capita link
St. Matthew Online Giv-
ing and indicate that the
amount represents/in-
cludes your “per cap”
amount.You can also send
a check directly to Glenda
DeJong. –Bill McBee

Produce in progress in the Community Garden

PER CAPITA REQUEST

IMPORTANT LINKSYOUTH NOTES by Konni Brantner
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Please note that VBS will be done under strict COVID
guidelines. All procedures will be LEGO based and will
see us all meeting together.
For VBS, we will need to have A LOT of help getting the
necessary PPE supplies. Here’s a Google Drive signup
sheet. IF you can, please consider signing up and donat‐
ing some of the needed supplies.
VBS 2021 WISH LIST

Sofia House Meal,
Saturday, July 31
Once again it is St.
Matthew’s turn to provide a
meal for the women of Inter‐
faith Works (Sofia’s House)
on Saturday, July 31 .
However, we are still unable to go into the shelter to
interact with the women, or serve a meal. So we will once
again be taking prepared food and dropping it off at the
shelter. They’ll be a Google doc ready for you to view and
sign by mid week. Watch for the link!

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor

301-598-4400

Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

JeremyYoung,
Director of Music
and Organist
301-681-8013

Al Conner,
Church Office

Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
301-461-2968

Bill and Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

The submission deadline
for the September issue is
Friday, August 27. Please
send your articles and pic‐
tures to Bill and Julia McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you for your help and
assistance.
Photo credits: Konni Brant‐
ner, Paul Neal, Linda Rhoad,
Bill McBee

St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
4001 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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WE REMAIN HOPEFUL THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD OUR 2021 VBS IN PERSON!                       

          
St. John’s Lutheran Church and St. Matthew Presbyterian Church present their 

ANNUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 
JULY 26-JULY 30, 2021 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

Vacation Bible School is for children **3 years old through those who have completed 5th grade. 
** Children need to be 4 by September 1, 2021 and be potty trained. 

 

We are meeting at: 
St. Matthew Presbyterian Church  

4001 Bel Pre-Road   Silver Spring, MD 20906 
(301) 598-4400 

(back in the woods at the corner of Georgia Ave. and Bel Pre-Road) 

$30 per person (family maximum- $70.00) 
Please make checks out to St. Matthew Presbyterian Church 

Scholarships available- contact Rev. Klingensmith at St. Matthew  
 

Registrations are due by July 1st  
DUE TO COVID………………….Enrollment is limited………………….... NO WALK INS 

 

To register choose one of the following options:  
*Mail completed forms with checks to St. Matthew at the above address   

*Go to https://stmatthewpcusa.org/ and follow the directions to register and pay (if you choose this option, we 
encourage you to consider adding $2.00 to cover the processing fees charged by the credit card companies)    
*St. John’s Preschool families may put their registration and check in the box outside the preschool office. 

 
For more information contact: 

Tom Hickman, at St. John’s: 301-929-9660 or ctmar28@yahoo.com 
Chris Howard, at St. John’s: 301-570-1754 or garbarek@comcast.net 

Or 
Konni Brantner at St. Matthew: 301-598-4400 or stmattkmb@hotmail.com 

 

JOSEPH 
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Vacation Church Bible School Registration 2021 
OF COURSE 

In-Person VBS is dependent on the number of COVID cases and CDC recommendations 
and regulations. 

 
Child’s name: ___________________________________________ 

 
Birth date: __________________ Grade completed: ____________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________________  

 
Phone:_________________ Best Number To Text You: ___________ 

 
E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

 
Mother’s name (address/phone is different from above: 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

  
Father’s name (address/phone if different from above): 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
____ I DO NOT give permission for my child/ children photographs to be used by either 
St. John’s or St. Matthew for publicity purposes. 

 
COVID HISTORY:  Exposed to virus- Date_____________ 

              Sick with virus- Date_______________ 
    

ALLERGIES OR OTHER CONDITIONS:    ________________________________ 
 

Emergency contact:    Name______________________________  
     Phone: _____________________________ 

Is there a person on site, that we could contact if needed? _______ 
Name: __________________________________________ 

 
Church affiliation: ___________________________________ 
____ Would appreciate a pastoral contact 

 
Any other information you feel might be helpful for your child’s teacher- please include 
on back of this page. 


