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Saint Matthew Messenger
 

News for and about the community of St. Matthew Presbyterian Church

 
Sunday,  
January 5:  
10:00 am: Worship 
and Communion  
(child care provided).  
 
Wednesday, 
January 8:
10:30 am: Mary
Martha Women's
Circle meeting in the
Agnes Wilson Room.
7:00 pm: Adult Book
Discussion Group
We will be reading
Beating Guns: Hope for
People Who are Weary of
Violence by Shane

Checking Our Vision   
By Leslie Klingensmith
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! We all
actually know that the church new
year started last month, with the
beginning of Advent - but there is
also something special about
flipping the worldwide calendar to a
new year. It feels like we are all in it
together - regardless of faith or
nation or culture we all have a
chance to make a fresh start.
 
This new year feels extra significant because we are
embarking on a new decade. I have heard a lot of puns
lately about "2020 Vision." Even though some of the jokes
were undoubtedly groan worthy, they did cause me to
think about some things. What is St. Matthew's "2020
Vision?" What would we like to accomplish this year and
beyond? Here are a few of my goals that I hope you
share. These are things that can only happen if we do
them together. Here goes:
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Claiborne and Michael
Martin. We will read pp.
1-87 for January 8. 
 
Sunday,  
January 12:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care).  
 
Tuesday, 
January 14:  7:30 pm:
Session Meeting  in the
Agnes Wilson Room 
 
Sunday,  
January 19:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care).  
 
Sunday,  
January 26:  
10:00 am: Worship 
(with child care). 
Congregational
Annual Meeting directly
after service.  
 

 

Taking Down
the Boughs
by Julia McBee
 
Please stay after
church tomorrow to
help dismantle the
Christmas decorations. It
can go quite quickly with
many hands. We take
down the lanterns and
bouquets of poinsettias.
Then the boughs are
packed away. The tree
needs to be taken apart
and wreathes gathered
and stored. Enjoy a
cookie or two then come
upstairs to help.  

 

1) Continue to welcome new friends to our
church community. We have a great thing going
here, and we need to share it with more people.
Consider inviting a friend, family member, neighbor
or co-worker to a worship service or fellowship event.
 
2) Expand and deepen our ministry to
refugees. Our world feels terribly precarious right
now, with news flying about tensions with Iran and
horrible fires in Australia. The scale of suffering in
our world is overwhelming. But there is something
we can do. We can care for people who have come to
live among us, seeking a better and safer life. I'm
looking forward to getting to know more of our
newer neighbors.
 
3) "I am about
to do a new
thing, now it
springs forth..."
(Isaiah 43:19). I
have a sense that
God is preparing us
and calling us to
some new ministries and relationships in the 2020s.
We have gotten some wonderful things done to our
physical plant over the last few years, making the
place both safer and even more beautiful. Of course
there will always be building/grounds issues in the
pipeline, and we have to be good stewards of this
lovely place God has given us. But the place is looking
good - the stage is set for something special. My plan
for 2020 is to be intentional about praying, listening,
and discerning along with the Session to see what
God is asking of us. It's a very exciting time!
 

What is YOUR 2020 Vision? I hope it includes sharing
the love of Christ in bold and creative ways. God be with
us in this new year and new decade!
 
Grace and peace,
Leslie

Children's Christmas Play
Sunday, December 22
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Columbarium
Update
by Norm Hammer
 
The existing
Columbarium will soon
be 30 years old and space
is running out. As we
begin a new decade, it is
time to move forward
with planning Phase 2 of
the Columbarium.  
 
The Committee will be
looking for creative
ideas for the use of the
physical land between the
existing Columbarium
and a line formed by the
mystery markers located
70 feet away among the
trees (toward Georgia
Ave.). Ground rules for
the design competition
will be announced in late
February or early March
and interested individuals
will be allowed 2-3
months to submit
suggestions.

 

  
 
Liturgist

Cast, director, and music director take a bow
 

If you missed December 22, you missed a group of our
St. Matthew children presenting Singing a New Song. This
Christmas drama, written especially for the children of St.
Matthew, was a fictional look at an historical event, the
birth of Christ. The children began practicing in mid
October, and worked hard to present this life changing
truth in a creative and fun way. They did a great job
bringing the story to life.
 
A special thanks to...
 

Abby Acosta Sam Acosta

Maxine Berry Ryann Berry

Nnaji Duru Henry Ketchum

Elena Powell Angelina Thompson

Julianna Thompson Louise Boyle

Eseme Koge  
 
A special shoutout to Eseme and Louise for their
constant support and help; to Jeremy Y oung for all his
assistance; to the parents for their help during rehearsals; to
Wendy Morrison and Sarah Jewett for their work on the
set; to Terry DeJong, Bruce McPherson and their crew for
setting up and taking down the stage; to the 7th Day
Adventist congregation for lending us their sound
equipment; and to Amy Brantner for running the sound
board. It's team work like this that sets the stage for
success! 
 

                                          -Konni Brantner   

CONGREGATION NOTES
 

Stewardship Update: 
No Pink Shirt Yet!
by Bill McBee 
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Schedule for
January
by Bill Leffingwell
 
Please respond to the
Breeze email notification
sent prior to the Sunday
you are scheduled to
serve.   If there is a
problem, please find your
replacement and inform
the Church Office at
(301) 498-4400 by
Tuesday prior to your
scheduled date.      

Jan 5  - Bill McBee
Jan 12 - Leigh Leslie
Jan 19 - Edward Winter
Jan 26 - Weyeta Wright
  
For any questions or
changes regarding this
schedule, contact Bill
Leffingwell at
weljr65@comcast.net. 
 
Thank you for serving
as Liturgist. 
 

 

 

  
 
January Coffee
and Tea Servers 
by Glenda DeJong
 
Thank you for 
"volunteering" to serve
for our coffee and tea
fellowship.      

Jan 5  - Betsy and Jim
Lessig
Jan 12 - Betsy and Bill
Leffingwell
Jan 19 - Hannelore and

Grateful thanks to everyone who has pledged already.
As of January 1 we were still
$25,000 short of our goal of
$333,000. Should we not hear
from you we must count that
pledge as $0 for 2020 when
creating our budget.  

There is still time to help
us meet our goal. The Session
won't finalize the 2020 budget
until it meets on January 14. Complete a pledge card on
line which goes directly to our Financial Secretary. Y ou will
receive an immediate confirming email.

2020 St. Matthew ONLINE PLEDGE FORM

Thank you for your consideration,
The Stewardship Committee
 

Advent 
Opportunities
for Sharing 
by Linda Rhoad
 
The Mission Commission
sincerely thanks the

congregation for its generosity in responding to "2019
Advent Opportunities for Sharing." Twenty-one people
donated $1,294 to Extra-Ordinary Birthdays so that
children living in local shelters can experience -- for the
very first time -- a birthday party just for them.
 
Thirteen donors contributed
$813 to projects of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency to address issues of
poverty and agricultural
development overseas. The items
to be purchased include 4 sewing
machines, 3 families of chickens, 1
share in a garden well, 3 "educate
a child" programs, 1 women's
empowerment project, and 1
urban farms project. Once again, you are making an
impact and giving hope to both our local and global
neighbors.

Our Seventh Day
Adventist Churchmates 
by Kit Boyle
  
The Seventh Day Adventists who share our church
facilities are from El Salvador. Salvadorans are the 6th
largest non-European ethnic group in the U.S. and the
largest Hispanic group in the D.C. area. Most came here 4

https://stmatthew.breezechms.com/form/a122215075


Michael Meszaros
Jan 26 - Wendy
Morrison & Ron Berry
  
If you are unable to
serve on your signup
date, please find a
replacement or contact
Glenda De Jong  301-
460-8523.

 

 

Annual Reports
by Al Conner
 
 It's that time of year
folks! All Commission,
Committee and Board of
Trustee Chairs are
reminded that their 2019
report of activities was
due in the church office
by December 15, 2019. 

If you'd like to have a
copy of the report you
submitted last year, give
Al Conner a call and he
will be able to assist you.
  

  

  

SAVE THE DATE!
 

legally in two groups, the first in the 1980s fleeing the civil
war which engulfed their country from 1979-92. During the
war 20-30% of the population fled the country with 50% of
the refugees coming to the U.S. 

The second group
came in 2001
following back-to-
back earthquakes
which devastated
the nation. This
group came under
TPS (Temporary
Protected Status)
which the US offers to citizens of countries suffering from
catastrophes such as natural disasters or armed conflict.
TPS must be renewed periodically by Congress. The TPS for
Salvadorans was recently renewed until 2021. There are
bills in Congress to allow long-time TPS recipients to
become citizens. Recent arrivals from El Salvador are
generally fleeting gang violence and are often illegal
immigrants. Remittances from the over 2 million
Salvadorans in the US make up 20% of El Salvador's GNP. 

Many of the under 30 year olds in our sister church are
U.S. citizens and fluent English-speakers. Many of the
families earn their living in construction work. Salvadorans
are known for their excellent pupusas, a stuffed flatbread,
which can be bought locally from the vans at most gas
stations or at pupusarias in the Aspen Hill area. 
 

Christmas Tide 2019

Christmas through a child's ey es

It's hard to believe Christmas 2019 is already a page in
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 J O S E P H

St. John's Lutheran
Church and St.
Matthew Presbyterian
Church present their
 
ANNUAL VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

June 22-June 26, 2020 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

  
  

  

  

 
Important  

Contacts
 
 

 Leslie A. Klingensmith,
Pastor  

301-598-4400

Konni Brantner, Director 
of Y outh Education and

Outreach
301-871-6275

 
Jeremy Y oung, Director 
of Music and Organist 

the history book! Whether you helped with the community
party, the Christmas play, the pageant, caroling, church
school, creating ornaments, decorating, the youth party,
working with the Alternative Giving program, creating
goodie bags for smart sacks, the list could go on and on.
THANK Y OU many, many times over! Without the
community of St. Matthew, truly, none of our programs
could happen.

                      -Konni Brantner

St. Matthew Pop-Up Choir

JANUARY YOUTH NOTES
by Konni Brantner
  

2020 is a Confirmation Year

We offer confirmation for youth 7th grade and older
every other year, and this is the year! If you have a youth
who fits in this age group and is interested in exploring their
faith and their church community, or would like more
information- please, contact Pastor Leslie or Konni. Classes
will be held on Sunday mornings, immediately after
church, beginning February 2nd, Confirmation Sunday is
May 17.
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301-681-8013  
   

Al Conner, 
Church Office

Administrative Assistant 
301-598-4400

  
Janet Froom, 

Clerk of Session 
301-871 -7239

 
Bill and Julia McBee, 

Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450    

 
Children's Christmas Pageant, 
Christmas Eve, December 24

Until you see the Christmas story through the eyes of a
child, you have missed one of the joys of the season!  
 
This year our children acted out the story as Wendy
Morrison, Maxine Berry and Aine Lynch portrayed a family
talking about "why we ring bells at Christmas." Hannah
Ayuk, playing the angel Deborah helped lead the shepherds,
magi and angels to the side of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. This
participatory story was fun for the whole congregation.

Thanks to all our actors for bringing to life this
wonderful event.

_________________________________________

Illustration by  Virginia Wieringa. Many  thanks for photographs:
Melanie Acosta, Konni Brantner, Leslie Klingensmith, Bill McBee
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