
Due to the rise in COVID-19

cases, St. Matthew’s worship
services will be virtual until
further notice. The Session is
monitoring the infection and
hospitalization rates, and we
will gather in person again as
soon as we can do so safely.
Sunday, Jan. 9:
10:00 a.m.: VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Wednesday, Jan. 10:
7:00 p.m.: Book
Discussion Group
See notice for more
information.
Sunday, Jan. 16:
10:00 a.m.: VirtualWorship

Happy 2022, dear friends! Two thou-
sand twenty-one had its rough spots,
but we got through it together.We
continue to navigate our way through
the uncertainties and obstacles of
Covid-19. As you probably know by
now, because of the highly contagious
omicron variant of the virus, St.
Matthew’s Session has determined
that we will worship entirely virtually
for at least a few weeks. The Session is watching the infec-
tion and hospitalization rates carefully and we will return to
our hybrid worship (with people able to choose whether to
worship in person or virtually) as soon as it is safe to do so.

However, at least for the foreseeable future, there is al-
ways going to be some risk of Covid transmission – for that
reason, we intend to keep the virtual option. People can
make their own decisions about when and if they come to
worship in person based on their medical situations and
the amount of risk they are willing to take. I long for and
look forward to the time when we can all gather in the
sanctuary again with minimal risk. In the meantime,
though, we continue to adapt and do our best to respond to
situations as they arise. Kudos to all of you for being such
good sports and so flexible! We will come through this be-
cause we have each other.

The end of 2021 brought us two difficult losses in our
congregation. Darrell Galpin died on December 10 after a
long decline with dementia and other health problems. Dur-
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ing her healthy years, Darrell was a
vibrant and active part of the St.
Matthew community, including serv-
ing on Session. She was also a
leader and participant in the Mary
Martha Circle for many years. Darrell
and I share Oklahoma roots – she
grew up in Enid, OK, about an hour
from where I was raised (Blackwell,
OK), so we always had fun talking

about our home state and cheering for the Sooners. Darrell
was close friends with Tess Grubbs, one of St. Matthew’s
charter members. She and I had some nice times driving
out to Dickerson, MD to visit Tess after her (Tess’s) health
issues caused her to move in with family there. Darrell was
a great conversationalist and an extraordinarily loyal friend.
We miss her.

On December 30, Suzanne Knorr died after living with
non-Hodgkins lymphoma for 23 years. In those years she
also developed an array of other health problems, includ-
ing Parkinson’s disease. Through all of it, Suzanne main-
tained an attitude of optimism and good cheer. She re-
mained grateful for all of the good days that she had and
for the care and support of her family, her church, and her
wide circle of friends. Both before and after her initial diag-
nosis, Suzanne taught church school here at St. Matthew,
participated in liturgical dance, and contributed to many of
our outreach projects.

I have a vivid memory of sitting with
Suzanne and several other St. Matthew
women, in the Fellowship Hall one Sat-
urday afternoon several years ago, build-
ing layer cakes out of diapers to be do-
nated to the domestic violence shelter.
The cakes were part of a baby shower
(organized by Karen Brown Gonzalez)
that we had for the women at the shelter
as part of our Thanksgiving luncheon.
Whenever there was laughter, conversation, and activity
that involved helping others, Suzanne wanted to be there.
We miss her. You can see a more complete obituary about
Suzanne’s earlier life,written by her husband Michael
Knorr, here in this newsletter.

Each of these women in her own way brought gifts to
our church community. Each of them lived well, even when
life didn’t go as they planned or hoped.We are better for
having known them and saddened that they are gone. As
we begin a NewYear, I pray that we will each reflect on
what we bring and how we offer our talents and abilities to
those around us. Even more importantly, I hope we are

11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Thursday, Jan. 20:
10:30 a.m.: Mary
Martha Circle. See notice for
more information. Zoom link
for virtual meeting to come.

Sunday, Jan. 23:
10:00 a.m.: VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Saturday, Jan. 29:
InterfaithWomen’s Shelter
(Sofia House) Meal
See notice for more
information.
Sunday, Jan. 30:
10:00 a.m.: VirtualWorship
11:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

St. Matthew will publish an
Annual Report for 2021. If
you lead a committee or
group, please submit your
year-end summary to Al
Conner, Office Administrator,
as soon as possible.
stmattpcusa@hotmail.com.

The Mary Martha Circle
will meet Thursday, January
20 at 10:30 via Zoom. Konni
will send a link the day
before. Please contact her
or Leslie if you would like to
be on the contact list for the
meeting.

Darrell Galpin

Diaper cake

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE
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more determined than ever to experience life in all of its
beauty and abundance, trusting in God to sustain us
through whatever comes. That is how we can best honor
the memory of these two sisters in the faith.

Grace and peace,
Leslie

Meals for Sophia House
Saturday, January 29-30

On Saturday, January 29–30, it’s
St. Matthew’s turn to provide meals
for the women of the Interfaith
Women’s Center (formally Sophia
House). As always, we will be providing Saturday night’s
dinner and Sunday morning breakfast.

With Covid restrictions, we will, once again, have to de-
liver the food, already prepared, to the shelter. It is unfortu-
nate that we can’t cook it as a group, but we remain hope-
fully that activity will return soon.

Please check our list of needs for this project and sign
up for your donations. The list can be found on this google
document:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jxB3xBeuJzaqhWY0g61ENMnd1JQWh_4Cco1vuwmCZ0s/edit?usp=sharing

The recipe for the main dish is on the google doc. If you
have any questions, please call or email Konni.

Children’s Christmas Play,
Sunday, December 19

On December 19, several of our children and youth
presented the play The Reason for the Season. This
present-day drama is set a few weeks before Christmas, in
the sanctuary of St. Mathew Presbyterian Church.

This year’s theme is
“What My Grandmothers
Taught Me.” The next two
lessons consider Ruth’s
stories. The first looks at
her relationship with her
mother-in-law, Naomi. The
second lesson looks at her
greater redemption and her
relationship with her
daughter-in-law. The thread
that pulls Ruth’s stories
together is the continuation
of King David’s family line.
Thecla will be presenting
the lesson.

As of January 6, 2022, the
Stewardship campaign has
raised $323,659 with 89
pledges reported. We have
achieved 98% of our
pledging goal of $330,000.
The Commission wants to
thank everyone who helped
make this possible, and
especially the members and
friends of St. Matthew for
their continuing generosity.

St.
Matthew’s
book
discussion
group will
meet next
Wednesday,
January 12

at 7:00 pm. For our first
book of 2022 we will read
How to Avoid a Climate
Disaster by Bill Gates. For
our discussion, we will read
the introduction and
chapters 1–3 (pp. 3-65)

YOUTH NOTES by Konni Brantner

BOOK DISCUSSION

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
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A huge thanks to our actors: Maxine Berry, Kaleb
Kankondo, Hannah Ayuk, Henry Ketchum, Kaspar
Kankondo, and Maggie Ayuk.

And thanks as well to our support personal: Bill McBee,
Amy Brantner, and Jeremy Young. And, of course, to the
parents who encouraged and supported their actors with
both technical and dramatic coaching.

If you missed the play, check it out at St. Matthew Pres-
byterian Church | Home (stmatthewpcusa.org) and click on
archived sermons (recorded) and click on December 19.

2022 Confirmation Class

If you are in 7thor 8th grade (or older), you are invited to
participate in the 2022 Confirmation Class.We are hopeful
that we will be able to have some in person events, but as
of now, we will begin the class over zoom. We are asking
that participants plan to have their cameras on for all con-
firmation zoom classes.

Our first meeting will be
February 6 at 6pm. We’ll
look at what confirmation
is, what we hope to ac-
complish and we’ll discuss
the best time for us to
meet. Parents are invited to join us for this initial event

Watch your mail for a letter with more information! If you
have questions, please contact either Leslie or Konni.

Mark Your Calendars…
Vacation Bible
School 2022
Begins Monday,
June 27

Remembrance: Suzanne Jean Knorr
by Michael Knorr

Suzanne Jean Knorr of Olney, MD, passed away on De‐
cember 30, 2021, from Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma.
Suzanne was born in Lincoln Massachusetts (a suburb of
Boston) where she attended Lincoln Sudbury Regional
High School where she was active in cheerleading, music,
and dance groups. She later attended the Boston Conser‐
vatory of Music as a Dance major. She worked as a mod‐

St. Matthew elders met by
Zoom for the year’s final
stated meeting on
Thursday, December 9.
Regular business included
reviewing the church
budget, approving a
baptism, appointing several
committee leaders for
2022, and hearing reports
from each Commission
chair. A top priority
continues to be how to
keep our congregation safe
during the pandemic.

In an emergency meeting
called December 21 in
response to a local surge
in COVID-19 cases,
Session made the decision
to reinstate until further
notice a completely virtual
format for worship services.
Elders realize this was a
disappointment, especially
during the Christmas
season, and they are
closely watching trends so
that we can return to in-
person worship once it is
safe to do so. CONGREGATIONAL NOTES

IMPORTANT LINKS

SESSION UPDATE
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ern dance instructor at Boston Uni‐
versity while beginning her career in
telecommunications with New Eng‐
land Telephone and Telegraph. In
the mid 1970’s she moved to the
Washington, D.C. area where she
received her business degree at
American University. She continued
her employment in management with
the Bell System, later Bell Atlantic
and Verizon, working in HR, Building
Management, Corporate Accounting,
and Proposal Editing.
In 1996 she took early retirement to spend more time
with her young children. She remained active as an ele‐
mentary school volunteer, girl scouting, children dance
programs, liturgical dance, Sunday school teacher and co-
director, charity projects, gardening and foreign travel.
She married her husband Michael in 1985 and resided in
Arlington VA. With their move the following year to Silver
Spring, MD, they joined St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
in 1986. In addition to her husband Michael, Suzanne is
survived by her daughter Victoria of Bethesda, MD, son
Charles, daughter-in-law Michelle and grandson Andrew
of Florem Park, NJ.

Thank You For Refugee Giving
from the Mission Commission

A huge thanks to everyone who do‐
nated coats, sweaters, blankets and
furniture items during Advent to support
refugees moving into our area.

The Mission Commission has decided
to keep this effort open until the end of February since
there is still such great need in our community. You can
continue to bring such items to the church. Contact Mark
Parker, Mission Chair, with any questions.

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor

301-598-4400

Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

JeremyYoung,
Director of Music
and Organist
301-681-8013

Al Conner,
Church Office

Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
(301) 461-2868

Bill and Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

The submission deadline
for the February issue is
February 3. Please send
your articles and pictures
to Bill and Julia McBee <whm‐
cbee@gmail.com>. Thank you
for your help and assistance.

NEWSLETTER SUBMIT

Suzanne Knorr

St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
4001 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906
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