News of and for the Community of
St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
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G r e e ting s fr o m Le s lie
by Leslie Klingensmith

Sunday, January 29: Annual
Congregation Meeting Please plan to attend this
meeting immediately after
worship tomorrow as we will be
discussing our 2018 budget,
voting on our pastor's terms of
call and electing our 2018
Nominating Committee. All
voting members are
encouraged to attend.
Sunday, February 4:
New Member Orientation This class with be held after
service in the Agnes Wilson
room. Lunch will be provided,
and if you have young children
please contact Kit Boyle or
Leslie Klingensmith as child
care can be provided for you.
We look forward to seeing you
there!
Sunday, February 4:
CAMP JOY Inaugural
Meeting - After service in the
Commons we'll have the first
meeting for those who are
interested in participating in
Camp Joy. This year's project
will be in West Virginia. If you
have any questions, please feel
free to contact Eseme Koge,

The November 2017 issue of the
Presbyterian Outlook magazine featured an
article by seminary professor Cynthia Rigby
that has been on my mind lately. Rigby was
actually writing about the onset of Advent, and
her piece (titled "Meandering Hope")
encouraged the reader to be spiritually present
in everyday activities and to take joy from
them. She pointed out that those of us who are
committed to building the realm of God on
earth often take ourselves too seriously. We feel guilty when we take the
time to enjoy mundane pleasures like sunsets, walks in the park, family
time, listening to music, or reading a good book (one of my great
pleasures!).
Professor Rigby remembers a Christian
friend with whom she was looking at the
night sky one time. As they were enjoying the
beauty, her friend said that he wished he
could spend time learning about the
constellations, but that he could not invest so
much time in something that was not of
"eternal value." But she counters such thinking
with the reminder that "Our awareness of the
eternal funds our enjoyment of the
present...the eternal future, as it breaks into
the present, frees us from worrying about the
limits of our meandering and stargazing so
that we may revel joyfully in God's good gifts. "
These words came back to me this past week, as my family is coping
with the devastating news that my niece Embree is on the verge of another
relapse of her cancer and will have to have a bone marrow transplant. We
are heartbroken that she has to endure such a risky and arduous process one that does not guarantee her survival, but is the best option we have at
this point. We are hopeful, but also know we have a long way to go before
we can consider Embree safe (if that ever happens).

Abby Hartley, or Konni
Brantner.
Sunday, February 11:
Confirmation Classes - After
service in the Agnes Wilson at
11:30am. If you know of or
have a 7th grader who hasn't
been confirmed, and would like
to be, please contact Pastor
Leslie or Konni Brantner.
Sunday, February 11:
Neutral Pulpit - On this
Sunday a neutral pulpit will be
provided for a preacher who is
a candidate to be Pastor of a
congregation in our presbytery.
Let's give the guest preacher
and search committee a warm
welcome!
Wednesday, February 14:
Mary Martha Circle At 10:30 AM in the Agnes
Wilson Room.
Wednesday, February 14:
Ash Wednesday Service At 7:30 PM in the Agnes
Wilson Room.
Sunday, February 25:
Celebration of Black
History Month. Our guest
preacher will be Dr. Paul Smith,
a retired PC(USA) Pastor who
was active in the Civil Rights
Movement. The Ministry
Commission will sponsor a
luncheon afterwards where Dr.
Smith will be present and
available for questions and
dialogue.

As we adjust to this new reality, I find myself feeling guilty if I laugh
at something funny one of my boys says or does (a daily occurrence), or
enjoy a nighttime walk through the neighborhood with my beloved dog, or
look forward to watching a basketball game with my family. How can I
even think of such ordinary pleasures when the family is in crisis?
I went back and carefully read
Cynthia Rigby's words and decided to
cut myself some slack. Enjoying a
moment with my husband and sons,
or immersing myself in a captivating
book, does not mean I am less
concerned about Embree and all the
people who suffer in our world. It may
even be true that these activities add
fuel to my tank and enable me to be
more fully present to my sister and her
family as they gear up for yet another
siege against leukemia. And, the tenets
of our faith tell us that even if the outcome of Embree's illness is not what
we are hoping and praying for so earnestly, this world is not all there is. I
can hardly bring myself to "go there," but here we are.
Thank you for being with my family as we navigate this unfamiliar
and frightening territory. In just a couple more weeks the season of Lent
will arrive, a time when we reflect on our own mortality. I invite you to
mark the beginning of the season on Ash Wednesday, February 14, at
7:30 PM in the Agnes Wilson Room. We also will be reading Richard
Rohr's book of Lenten meditations titled Wondrous Encounters - the book
is available on Amazon.com, let me know if you would like me to order
you a copy.
Grace and peace,
Leslie

________________________________________

CONGREGATION NOTES
Mary Martha Circle
Meets Wednesday, February 14
by Millie Ames

The women of the Mary Martha Circle
met January 10, 2018 for their first meeting of
the new year. We were few in number but of
hearty spirits as we continued our study of
Hebrews. Ruth Burgos-Sasscer conducted the
lesson and Thecla Braithwaite provided desert.

February Liturgists

We said farewell to Stephanie Crissman

by Jeanne Meyer

Jan 28
Feb 4

who has moved to Florida. She gave a generous contribution to the
Presbyterian Women's Least Coin collection that supports mission
projects.

Bruce Dorrier
Ida Leong

Feb 11

Ed Buchanan

Feb 18

Terry DeJong

Feb 25

Donna Bruce

We encourage all women of the church to join us for bible study at
10:30 in the Agnes Wilson room on the second Wednesday of the month.
Our next meeting is February 14th. We enjoy a casual lunch after our
study. Bring a friend and a sandwich. Beverage and dessert are provided.
For more information contact Ruth Burgos-Sasscer at (301) 598-2288.

St. Matthew Celebrates
African-American Heritage,
Sunday, February 25
by Karen Bro
wn Gonzalez

The St. Matthew Community will celebrate
Black History with Worship Service, Potluck
Luncheon and Program in the Commons
immediately after worship. Bring a main dish, salad or dessert to share.

February Coffee
and Tea Servers
by Glenda De Jong

Thank you for
"volunteering" to serve for
our coffee and tea fellowship. If
you are unable to serve on your
signup date, please find a
replacement or contact Glenda
De Jong 301-460-8523.
Jan 28
Feb 4
Feb 11

Betsy & Jim Lessig
Sofia & Norman
Hammer

Our guest will be Rev. Dr. Paul Smith, an African-American
Presbyterian minister, mediator and civil rights activist known for
creating multi-racial churches in Buffalo, St. Louis, Atlanta and Brooklyn,
NY. Smith has been active in the civil rights movement since the 1950s.
He has been an administrator, faculty member and trustee at seminaries
and universities in St.Louis, Atlanta and New York City. He has served as
a mediator and multicultural consultant to corporations and the
government and has been active in organizations like the Urban League.
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By Konni Brantner

It's hard to believe that Christmas was a month ago! The Advent/
Christmas season was full of fun, meaning and lots of activities.

Sara Lou Cardwell
and Leigh Leslie

Feb 18
Mary Beth
Thompson
Juliana & Angelina
Thompson
Feb 25

Black History
Luncheon

We had a great minute-to-win-it during the youth lock in...

Choir / Nursery
Room Update
by Elsie Maxam

Last spring the Worship
Committee decided it was
time to convert the
choir/nursery room from a
"catch all" to a room where
groups or small classes could
meet comfortably. Building and
Grounds, the Architectural
Committee, members of the
Seventh Day Adventists (SDA),
Jeremy, and others were drawn
in for consultation and to work.
No one imagined that it would
take as long as it did.
As the process of painting
prep began with scraping, it was
discovered that the short wall
was wet. Locating and repair of
the leak took time. The carpet
and floor were examined for
the possibility of mold. None
was found!
Kit Boyle, Mark Parker and
Ronnie Romaro, a
professional painter from SDA
spent many hours scraping and
painting the walls, doors and
trim. Meanwhile three chairs
were sanded and repainted, the
small table was taken to the
LW woodshop, repaired and
refinished. They also treated
other chairs.
With the help of some people
who were moving, we acquired
a loveseat, an armchair(it was
reupholstered), a sturdy
changing table and a large

A
Mystery Meal, sponsored by our young adults and assisted
by our youth. (We raised over $1000 for Hurricane relief, had some delicious
food and some great, inter-generational fun)...

Families lighting and leading the Advent wreath...

mirror( it was painted). The
latter was requested for when
weddings take place in the
sanctuary. The piano has twice
been treated for the damage to
the surface, but there wasn't a
great deal of improvement on
that score. All fabrics have been
scotch guarded.
Many members have pitched
right in when asked for their
help and it has been greatly
appreciated. A big thank you to
everyone involved!

A timely and well done Children and Youth Christmas Play Looking
for Baby Jesus...

Your Annual
Contribution
Statement
by Glenda De Jong

You can pick up your 2017
year-end contribution
statement in your folder in the
narthex. Any questions should
be referred to our financial
secretary, Glenda De Jong.

2018 Stewardship

A lively Christmas Orchestra concert (Click the picture to watch and hear
the orchestra perform)...

Campaign Update
by Paul Neal

To date the campaign has
raised $302,770. There were 18
new pledges with 84% of our
existing pledges either
maintained or increased their
pledges by an average of 11%.
The average pledge for 2018
was $2803 which is well above
the average for the
denomination.
As of this writing there are
still a few outstanding pledges
from last year to be heard
from. While we are just a few
thousand dollars from our goal
the substantial increase in new
pledges and the 11% increase
by half or our existing pledges
along with this year's projected
cash carryover will enable us to
move forward in Opening Our
Doors Wider in 2018.

A meaningful night of caroling...

This year's campaign could
not have been done without the
help of a large number of the
congregation. We thank you all.

A children-led participatory Christmas Eve Service, plus a church and
neighborhood Christmas party, and so much more!
It would be impossible to thank so many dedicated volunteers by name,
but even though the words THANK YOU may seem small, trust me, the
sentiment is HUGE!

10th Annual
Vacation Bible
School, June 25 - 29
Once again this year we will
teaming up with St. John's
Lutheran Church. Our theme is
God's Puzzle. Sessions will run
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
each day.

YOUTH NOTES
by Konni Brantner

Vacation Bible School is for
children 4 years old through
those who have completed 5th
grade. Children need to be 4 by
September 1, 2017, and be
potty trained. For more
information, contact Konni or
Glenda DeJong.

Co nfir m a tio n Cla s s e s ,
Sta r ting Sund a y, F e b r ua r y 1 1
If you a non-confirmed youth, 7th grader or older,
interested in exploring the meaning of membership,
please contact Leslie Klingensmith or Konni Brantner.

Va c a tio n Bib le Sc ho o l W is h Lis t. . .
We are already hard at work planning our Vacation Bible School!
So far, the list of recycles that we need include:
Paper bags (grocery size) The dollar store now uses these
T shirts- all sizes, plain or with a logo
Sample size toiletries
New toothbrushes
Vinyl tablecloths- any size, any pattern

Important
Contacts
Leslie A. Klingensmith, Pastor
301-598-4400

So please start saving! We will also be needing A LOT of battery operated
votive candles and party horns (the kind you blow and a "tongue" comes out).
Any questions please call Konni.

SAVE T HE D AT E( S) !

Konni Brantner, Director
of Youth Education
and Outreach
301-871-6275

Jeremy Young, Director
of Music and Organist
301-681-8013
Al Conner,
Church Office Administrative
Assistant
301-598-4400
Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
(301) 4 61-2968
Bill & Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

Community
Easter Egg
Hunt and Party
Saturday, March 31
10:30 a.m.

The deadline for the
March newsletter is March
3.

It's time to start saving your bread bags and
bread ties,
SANDWICH MAKING
Sunday, April 15
As always, we'll need lots and lots of bread,
baggies, meat, cheese, peanut butter and
jelly!

