
COVID UPDATE: The Session
of St.Matthew strongly encour-
ages mask wearing in worship,
both to protect yourself and to
keep others safe.A new variant
of Covid-19 is circulating that
is highly transmissible, as well
as seasonal flu and other
viruses.We have extra masks
available if anyone needs one;
just ask an usher.

FEBRUARY 2023
Sunday, Feb. 19:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
11:30 New Member
Orientation See notice
for more information

Wednesday, Feb. 22:

“525,600 minutes, 525,000 moments
so dear, 525,600 minutes…how do you
measure, measure a year?” You may
recognize those words as the refrain to
the song “Seasons of Love” from the
popular 1990s musical Rent. Rent fol-
lowed the stories of several young
adults in New York City at the height of
the AIDS crisis, and the song “Seasons

of Love” dealt with living well and enjoying special mo-
ments even when some of the characters knew they did
not have long to live, chronologically speaking.
That song came to my mind again recently when I came
across the recently published (2022) novel The Measure
by Nikki Erlick. Although a completely different story from
Rent, The Measure is also a reflection on mortality, on fac-
ing life’s fragility, and on what it means to
live well. I do recommend The Measure
for the readers in our congregation – it’s
a good story with interesting characters,
and it’s one of those books that is an
“easy” read in the sense that it flows
nicely and the reader gets drawn in to
the point that the pages turn quickly.
However, it is a deep read in the sense
that the questions it raises will stick with
you, and you will find yourself pondering how you would
handle certain situations that the characters face. If anyone
decides to read it, I would LOVE to talk about it with you!
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The Measure was a timely read for me because we are
starting Lent in just five more days. Lent is the season
during which we grapple with our mortality, or sinfulness,
and our dependence on God for redemption and grace.
Lots of people do not like Lent and think of it as a
“downer,” but I find it to be a rich time of contemplation
and return to God. After all, if we are not able to acknowl-
edge our need for mercy and reconciliation with God,
what meaning is there to be found in Jesus’ resurrection?
Only when we realize that we need help can we grasp the
joy of Easter.
I hope you will participate in some of the special ser-
vices and programs that will be going on for Lent and
Easter. Here are some to consider:

February 22: AshWednesday ser-
vice, 7:30 PM in the sanctuary. The
Ash Wednesday service will also be
available on Zoom. The link will be
sent out on Wednesday morning.

Wednesday Morning Zoom Dis-
cussion Group: Our Lent reading
will be Hope in Times of Fear: Res-
urrection and the Meaning of
Easter by Timothy Keller. We will
gather on Zoom at 11:00 AM on
Wednesdays during Lent to dis-
cuss the book. Come join us! The
book is available at local book-
stores and on Amazon.

One Great Hour of Sharing Of-
fering: You will receive more in-
formation about this year’s OGHS
offering in the weeks to come, but
St. Matthew has supported the
One Great Hour of Sharing very
generously in the past. One of the
projects that OGHS supports is

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, so support for the
OGHS offering is another way we can offer relief to
the earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria. Stay
tuned for more information in bulletins, newsletters,
and in your mailbox.

Plans are also underway for a community Easter egg
hunt, breakfast on Easter morning, and special worship
services for Good Friday and Easter Sunday. You will be
hearing more about these as the time draws nearer.
Meanwhile, I wish each of you a meaningful Lent, dur-
ing which we will together contemplate what it means to

AshWednesday
7:30 p.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship

Sunday, Feb. 26:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

MARCH 2023
Wednesday, March 1:
11:00 a.m.: Zoom
Discussion Group
7:00 p.m.: Book
Discussion Group

Sunday, March 5:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, March 12:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, March 19:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Sunday, March 26:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

APRIL 2023
Psalm Sunday, April 2:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
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live well and at the same time face the mystery of death
and the hope of resurrection.
Grace and peace,
Leslie

Black History Month Celebration,
Sunday, February 26
Saint Matthew will celebrate Black
History Month on Sunday, February
26 with a special worship service.
Our preacher that day will be Elder
Shani McIlwain (right), a preacher,
leadership coach, and current mod-
erator of National Capital Pres-
bytery. Following the service you
can get to know Shani better at a
brief period of “Question and Answer” in the sanctuary.
Come and join us!

Honoring Ruth Burgos-Sasscer
Sunday, March 12

During church on March 12

the St. Matthew congregation
will honor Ruth Burgos-Sasscer
(left) with a Lifetime Member-
ship in Presbyterian Women.
Ruth has been active with PW
denomination wide as a
speaker, activist, curriculum
writer and more. She has led

the Mary Martha Circle since she and her husband Don
arrived at St. Matthew.

Session in a Nutshell,
February 2023
by Janet Froom

Session had a full docket at its
recent meeting on Valentine’s
Eve. Elders reviewed the 2022

audit report and appointed two
Session members to serve on the Nominating Committee,
which will present the congregation with a slate of candi-
dates for the next class of church leaders. Following a
presentation by Columbarium Board trustee Steve Hursh,
Session authorized creation of a capital improvement fund
for expanding the columbarium and charged the board to

VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school
Easter Sunday, April 9:
10:00 a.m.: Sanctuary/
VirtualWorship
10:30 a.m.: Children’s
Church school

Welcome to coffee hour in
the narthex after the worship
service! We need help with
hosting and preparing the
coffee and tea each week. If
you are able to prepare and
serve coffee and other
refreshments, please sign up
on the bulletin board in the
narthex. Thank you!

TheWednesday night
book group will next meet
on Wednesday, March 1, at
7:00 PM on Zoom.We will

be reading the book
Invisible Child by Andrea
Elliott. For the March 1
meeting we will read pages
119–243. Come and join us!

If you’re thinking about be-
coming a member of St.
Matthew, please join us after
church tomorrow in the
Agnes Wilson Room for
lunch, fellowship and a dis-

BOOK DISCUSSION

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES

NEW MEMBER MEETING

COFFEE HOUR RETURNS
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prepare a fund-raising plan for the expansion. Session
also reviewed a report summarizing comments from con-
gregation members at the recent town hall meeting about
the future of the pipe organ. Elders agreed that the matter
requires further discussion. They will make a final decision
at a future meeting.

Earthquake Assistance
We are all heartbroken by the
devastation wrought by the horrific
earthquake in Turkey and Syria. St.
Matthew's Mission Commission is
sending $1,000 of our discretionary funds

to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) right away,
earmarked for the earthquake relief.

If you’d like to send personal donations to PDA
Earthquake Relief, you can do so in a variety of ways,
using the donation code "DR999999 - STEarthquake." You
can donate online at pma.pcusa.org or call 800-872-3283.
Or, you can send a check to the following:

Presbyterian Church (USA)
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
P.O. Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

Community Easter
Party and Egg Hunt,
Saturday, April 8

Save the date! Hope you can join
the fun starting at 10:30 a.m.

Monthly Mission Project
Each month, our entire church school joins together to
work on a mission project. These projects benefit the
church community, the neighborhood, and/ or the county.

This month, under the leadership of our youth team lead-
ers, Mary Beth Wertime Walker and Amy Hartley, the chi-

cussion on becoming a mem-
ber of St. Matthew Presbyte-
rian Church, U.S.A.

On the evening of Ash
Wednesday, February 22,
we will mark the beginning of
Lent at 7:30 PM with a
worship service in the
sanctuary.

The refugee support organi-
zation Homes Not Borders is
in need of certain critical
items that they pass on to
newly arrived families. You
can bring or send your items
to the church and we will see
that they are delivered to
Homes Not Borders.

Here are the items needed:
Crib Sheets, Baby Blankets,
Baby Teethers, Sofa Throw
Blankets, Bath Towels, Hand
Towels & Wash Cloths

Leslie Klingensmith,
Pastor

301-598-4400

YOUTH NOTES by Konni Brantner

IMPORTANT LINKS

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

CLOTHING NEEDS
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dren and youth created care packages for our college stu-
dents. It was a HUGE success, both for those who cre-
ated the boxes and for our students. Many thanks to Mary
Beth, Amy and all the children and youth.

My Friend Jesus: Vacation
Bible School, June 26 to June 30
Vacation Bible School is for children 3 years old through
those who have completed 5th grade. (Children need to
be 4 by September 1, 2023 and be potty trained).

Registration forms can be found on the church web site
or attached to this newsletter. If you have any questions,
please contact Konni at stmattkmb@hotmail.com or call
the church at 301-598-4400.

In Search Of…
Bottle Caps. Once again, we will be supporting the Mont-
gomery Country Retired Educators by collecting bottle
caps. The manager of the project request that: caps be
washed and dried and no wider than the
palm of an adult’s hand, no thicker than
the open hand and no deeper than the cap
off a mayonnaise jar.

EmptyWater Bottles - either the 10 or 16
oz small water bottles. PLEASE, start
saving these items.

Camp Joy Is Coming,
July 9-15
If you’re interested in participating
in this wonderful, youth-oriented
work camp, please contact Konni at
stmattkmb@hotmail.com or call
the church office 301-598-4400.

Konni Brantner,
Director of Youth Education

and Outreach
301-871-6275

JeremyYoung,
Director of Music
and Organist
301-681-8013

Al Conner,
Church Office

Administrative Assistant
301-598-4400

Janet Froom,
Clerk of Session
(301) 461-2868

Bill and Julia McBee,
Newsletter Editors
301-603-0450

The submission deadline
for the April / Easter issue is
Friday, March 24. Please
send your articles and pic-
tures to Bill and Julia McBee
<whmcbee@gmail.com>.
Thank you for your help and
assistance.
Banner photograph: Isle of
Skye, Scotland, by Jack
Seeds / Unsplash:

St. Matthew Presbyterian Church
4001 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906
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