
F A M I L Y   D I S C I P L E S H I P

GLOSSARY
Part of family discipleship is taking advantage 
of the teachable moments that arise during our 
days. Here are some simple definitions to help us 
have meaningful gospel conversations with our kids.

T E R M S  F O R   T E A C H I N G

*The First Catechism is useful for teaching many
of these terms.

ADOPTION – brought into God's family as 
God's children through faith in Jesus.  No 
one can ever be taken out of God's family. 
ANGEL – a created being that is a messenger 
and helper to God's people.
APOSTLE – A messenger sent by Jesus to 
preach the gospel.  
ATONEMENT- Jesus died as a substitute for 
sinners to satisfy God's justice.  
BAPTISM – a sign that we are joined to Jesus 
and cleansed from sin by His blood. Water is 
sprinkled or poured out on the head of 
believers and their children.
BIBLE-  God's true word.  It is from God and 
about God.
CHURCH – all those who have been saved by 
God and are followers of Jesus.
COMMUNION – a meal for God's people to 
take together, to help them remember Jesus' 
sacrifice and presence with us.  The bread 
represents His body, sacrificed on the cross.  
The wine represents His blood, shed for our 
sins.
COMPASSION – to see, care, and act when 
someone is in need.
CONFESSION – admitting your sin and need 
for forgiveness.
CONFIDENCE – knowing something is true.

COVENANT – a special relationship or
promise between God and His people.
CRUCIFY – to die on a cross.
DAILY BREAD – everything we need to gladly 
glorify the Father.
DISCIPLE – a friend and follower of Jesus.
DISCIPLINE – training in righteousness.
ELDER – a man of God who oversees the church.
ELECT- God's chosen people, given to His Son. 
ETERNITY – forever; no beginning or end.
EVANGELIZE – sharing the good news of the 
gospel with others.
FAITH – believing in your heart.  Having full 
confidence in the goodness of God even when we
do not see Him.
FORGIVENESS – to release someone from their 
wrong.  God forgives fully, freely, and forever in 
Jesus.  
GENTLENESS – expressing compassion in words 
and actions.
GOD – God is the creator of everything.  God is in
charge of everything.  God is good.  He is a spirit, 
and does not have a body.  There is one God, in 
three Persons- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
GOD'S CHILDREN – those who put their faith and 
trust in Jesus.
GOSPEL – the good news that Jesus came to seek
and save lost sinners.
GRACE – when God freely gives what is 
undeserved. 
GRATITUDE – a heart that is thankful. 
HEART – where belief lives; not the heart that 
beats in your chest but rather the one that you feel
with.
HEAVEN – a glorious  and happy place where the 
saved will be with Jesus forever.
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HELL – an awful place where unbelievers are 
separated from God to suffer forever for their 
sins.
HUMILITY – happy to take the lower place.
IDOL – anything we love and trust more than 
God.
ISRAELITES – God's special, chosen people 
in the Old Testament.
JOY – delighting in things that honor God.
JUSTIFICATION – God forgives a person's 
sins and gives them Jesus' perfect record.
KINDNESS – being generous with your 
possessions, words, and actions.
LAW – rules for right living. 
MIRACLE – something amazing that shows 
God's power over nature.
NEW BIRTH/ BORN AGAIN – the Holy Spirit 
changes a sinner's heart so that they believe 
in Jesus.
OBEDIENCE – doing what you're told, right 
away and with a good attitude.
PEACE – a calm confidence in God's 
goodness and power.
PRAYER – Talking with God.  God's children 
pray to God the Father because of Jesus the 
Son with the help of the Holy Spirit.
PRIDE – to honor myself as most important. 
PROMISED LAND – the place God promised
 to give to the Israelites that was full of 
good things.
PROPHET – someone who speaks for God.
RECONCILE – to make peace and remove 
separation.
REDEMPTION – to be purchased back. 
REPENT – to hate and turn away from sin.
RIGHTEOUSNESS – right action; to be free 
from guilt or sin. 

SACRIFICE – giving something special and 
valuable to God to show that He is better.
SANCTIFICATION – becoming more like 
Jesus in our thoughts and actions.
SATAN – a fallen angel and enemy of God 
and God's people.  
SAVE – rescue
SELF-CONTROL – overcoming the temptation to 
act upon our sinful thoughts and emotions.
SIN – not obeying, or breaking, the law of 
God.  Sin separates us from God.  Sin starts 
in our hearts and comes out in our actions.
SINFUL NATURE -  everyone is born a sinner.  
We are slaves to sin, and dead in our sin.  
TABERNACLE – the place where God was present 
with His people, the Israelites, and where they 
offered sacrifices to pay for their sins. 
TEMPLE – the place where God's people 
worshiped Him in Bible times.
TEMPTATION – when our hearts or other people 
tell us that sinning is better than obeying God.  It 
tests our confidence in God. 
TRUST – firm belief and confidence. 
WORSHIP – how we show that God is most 
valuable.  Only God deserves our worship.  We 
use our voices, minds, and bodies to worship God.

A T T R I B U T E S  O F  G O D

ETERNAL – God has no beginning and no end.
OMNIPOTENT – God can do all His holy will.
OMNIPRESENT – God is everywhere.
OMNISCIENT – God knows all things.  Nothing 
can be hidden from Him.
SOVEREIGN – God has the right, wisdom, and 
power to do all that He pleases.
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UNCHANGING – God never changes.
CREATOR – God made everything.
FAITHFUL – God always does what He says 
He will do.
GRACIOUS – God lovingly gives His children 
good things they do not deserve.
HOLY – God is completely perfect and 
separate from sin. 
JUST – God is right to punish sin.
MERCIFUL – God does not give His children 
the punishment they deserve.
PATIENT – God is slow to anger.
TRUTHFUL – God never lies.  His Word is truth.
WISE – God knows what is best.
GENEROUS – God gives what is best.
LOVING – God does what is best.
GOOD – God is what is best.
ATTENTIVE – God hears and responds to the 
needs of His children. 
PROVIDER – God meets the needs of His 
children.  
ALMIGHTY – Nothing is too hard for God.
COMPASSIONATE – God sees, cares, and 
responds to the prayers of His children. 
GLORIOUS – God shows His greatness and 
worth.
WORTHY – Only God deserves the glory.
REFUGE – God is a place of safety and 
protection for His children. 
DELIVERER – God rescues His children.

P R A Y E R

HOW SHOULD WE PRAY?
We pray to the Father, 
in the name of the Son, 
through the Holy Spirit.
Although it is appropriate to pray to any 
person of the Trinity, it is good to model this 
pattern of prayer that we see in Scripture.  

FOUR TYPES OF PRAYER IN SCRIPTURE
• Adoration- Praise the Father for His 

attributes and actions.
• Confession- admit your sinfulness and 

acknowledge your sins.
• Thanksgiving- thank God for all the 

blessings that are yours in Christ.
• Supplication – ask God to transform 

you by His Spirit to be more like Jesus in 
particular ways.

Right now, Jesus is seated at the right hand 
of the Father in heaven, always praying 
(interceding) for us!  His Spirit helps us to pray, 
interceding for us when we don't know what to 
pray for in our weakness.

Because of the work of Jesus on our behalf, 
we have direct access to God and can pray to 
Him any time, anywhere.  He always hears and 
responds to His children in a way that is for our 
good and that brings Him glory.

We can pray God's Word back to Him.

3



F A M I L Y   D I S C I P L E S H I P

GLOSSARY
T H E  B I B L E 

ONE BIG STORY
The Bible is the story of how God is at work 
throughout history to save His people through 
Jesus.  All of scripture points to Jesus.  

• Creation.  God made the earth and 
all that is in it for His own glory.  He 
created Man and Woman to be His 
special image-bearers, to rule over 
creation in perfect relationship with 
Himself.

• Fall.  Adam and Eve rebelled against 
God and brought sin, misery, and death 
into the world.  Their sin separated 
them from God, and brought a curse 
upon all of creation.  All people are born 
with this sin-sickness.  God promised 
to send a Redeemer to reconcile man 
back to Himself.

• Redemption.  God came down in the 
person of Jesus to save sinners through 
His perfect life, death, and resurrection. 
The power of sin and death was broken, 
and His Kingdom is spreading through 
all the world by the preaching of the 
gospel.

• Consummation.  Jesus will return to 
judge the world and finally defeat Satan. 
His people will receive perfect
resurrection bodies and live with Him 
forever in the new heavens and new 
earth.

INDUCTIVE BIBLE READING
with your kids.  Read a passage of Scripture, and 
then talk through these questions together.  
Remember, the Bible is first and foremost about 
God, not me.

• Observing.  What do you see?  Who is 
talking? What happened before this 
passage?  Where does this fit in the big 
story of the Bible?

• Interpreting.  What does this mean?  Are 
there any words you don't understand?  
What do these verses tell us about who 
God is/ what Jesus has done/ how the 
Holy Spirit is at work? 

• Applying. How can I change?  Does my 
heart or attitude or actions need to 
change?  Is there something we can pray 
about together?

BIBLES FOR ALL AGES AND STAGES

Preschool:  The Jesus Storybook Bible, The 
Beginners Gospel Story Bible, The Gospel Story 
Bible: Discovering Jesus in the Old and New 
Testaments

Lower elementary:  The ESV Big Picture Bible, 
ESV Seek and Find Bible

Mid- to Upper-elementary:  ESV Children's Bible,
ESV Following Jesus Bible

Middle School and older:  ESV Student Study 
Bible
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G O S P E L  
C O N V E R S A T I O N S 

TEN ESSENTIAL GOSPEL TRUTHS TO 
TEACH CHILDREN
God is the sovereign Creator of all things.
God made you.  You belong to God.  God is 
your ruler. (Psalm 19:1; Psalm 22:28; 
Psalm 24:1; Isaiah 44:24).

God created people for His glory.
God created you to know, trust, and love 
Him most.  (Psalm 29:1-2; Isaiah 43:6-7; 
1 Corinthians 10:31).

God is holy and righteous.
God's commands are holy and righteous.  
You must obey God's commands all the time.  
(Leviticus 19:2, 37; Deuteronomy 32:4; 
Romans 7:12).

Man is sinful. 
You have disobeyed God's commands.  
(Romans 3:10-18, 20, 23).

God is just and is right to punish sin.
You deserve God's punishment and are 
helpless to save yourself.  (Isaiah 59:2; 
Romans 1:18; Romans 6:23a).

God is merciful.  He is kind to underserving 
sinners.
You must depend on God's mercy in order 
to be saved.  (Psalm 145:8; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Jesus is God's holy and righteous Son.
Jesus came into the world to save you!  (John 1:1; 
1 Timothy 1:15).

God put the punishment of sinners on Jesus, so 
that His righteousness might be put on them.  
Jesus died on the cross to be punished in your 
place.  (Isaiah 53:5; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 
5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).

God offers the free gift of salvation to those 
who repent and believe in Jesus.
God tells you to believe in Jesus and repent of 
your sins and be saved.  (Mark 1:15; John 3:16-17;
Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Those who trust in Jesus will live to please Him 
and will receive the promise of eternal life- 
enjoying God forever in heaven.
If you are trusting in Jesus for your salvation, you 
must follow Him.  Jesus has promised that when 
you die He will bring you to heaven to live with 
and enjoy God forever.  (Luke 9:23; John 11:25; 1 
John 2:15; Psalm 16:11).

Truths excerpted from: Sally Michael, Jill Nelson, and Bud Burk. Helping 
Children to Understand the Gospel. 

Definitions adapted from the First Catechism (PCA), The Village Church 
discipleship resources, and The ABCs of God by Truth78.
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