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 The Kingdom for which we pray and work advances! The pandemic has slowed us, but not 
stopped us. In fact, by orienting us to the digital world, many among us have seized the 
opportunity to extend the Lord’s reach to seekers who would never have found us if they had to 
connect by coming to the physical address of our campus or gathering place. I have seen many 
more clergy reading and implementing the leadership practices in “Canoeing the Mountains”, by 
Tod Bolsinger, in recent months, because it describes a parallel set of circumstances the Lewis 
and Clark expedition faced in the first decade of the 19th Century to ours today. 
 

 When Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach them how to pray, he taught them, “Our Father, holy is 
your Name. Your kingdom come; your will be done.” (Luke 11:2) This prayer was given the disciples, 
because their hearts were yielded. They knew they needed the Lord and His help. They sought 
Him and His Life, which flowed from His fellowship with the Father and the Holy Spirit. And, 
so that we may be reminded of the meaning of God’s Kingdom, let us reflect today on some 
helpful Scripture references. Grab your Bible, a notebook and pen so you can actively engage 
with me and with the Lord today. 
 
For us who have never lived under a monarchy, we find it difficult to embrace or even 
understand the absolute power that is wielded by a king and those who are his emissaries. So, 
the Lord whose Word brought the created world into being is purposeful in His action to 
faithfully bring the whole cosmos to redemption and unity in Him. His purpose is personal and 
communal. His purpose is to touch persons and establish a people whose heart is for Him and 
those who do not yet call Him Lord. 
 

 To Moses, he said, “I am who I am.’ The Lord, the God of our fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations.” (Exodus 3:14,15) The Lord is known as eternal and the same Lord as 
was revealed to our ancestors. Consistency and continuity are hallmarks of His character and 
these markers become the character of His people, by His grace. 
 

 To Israel, the Lord says, “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you 
would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things my hand has made, and so all these 
things came to be, declares the Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look; he who is humble and contrite 
in spirit and trembles at my word.” (Is. 66:1-2) The Lord oversees all, everything created has His 
fingerprints on it and He looks not to bricks and mortar, but to those who reflect Him—the 
humble and contrite and Word tremblers. 
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He says to Israel, His Servant, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Is. 49:6) He leads His leaders to form a people that are 
servants who are a light for the nations and who extend His salvation to every corner of the 
earth. And further, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your 
God reigns.’” (Is. 52:7) In these narratives, we see Jesus. When we see Jesus, God’s people are 
inspired to proclaim His Kingdom daily. 
 

 The servant Israel, embodied in the Messiah, ‘acts wisely’, ‘his appearance was marred’, ‘he was 
despised and rejected’, ‘he has borne our griefs’, ‘he was pierced for our transgressions’, ‘he was crushed 
for our iniquities’, ‘with his wounds we are healed’ (Is. 52-53) and Jesus, by faith, restores all who 
faithe in Him who reigns from the Good Friday cross and from out of the Easter empty tomb. It 
is not only that He conquers death’s power, but He invades Hell, ransoms and then raises the 
dead. His reign extends beyond the material world and into every spiritual reality where 
darkness might seek to extinguish His Light. 
 

 Jesus, having been baptized by John and the Spirit descending on him like a dove, announces, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) 
What follows Him everywhere is His Kingdom reign and this is what people see—healings of 
hands, eyes, ears and skin, preaching the reign of God, miraculous feedings, the stilling of wind 
and rain, speaking of evil in the human heart and the misuse of God’s law, the disciplining of 
demons and the raising of the dead, the proper use of religion, and greatness through humility 
and service, what is bound and what is loosed. What must be done as the sign of our salvation 
and dwelling in and with God is this, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength’. And, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Mark 12:30-31) With all that we have been given in Christ, he means to live in us and 
we in Him so that ‘loving Him and others’ abounds and radiates to the nations, beginning in 
our homes and moving to our neighborhoods and moving still further to neighborhoods 
nearby—like yeast working in and raising a loaf of dough. 
 

 Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the Life,” (John 14:6), echoing the Lord’s call to Moses, 
and adding, “No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:6b-7) Jesus is the 
incarnate God who ‘is anointed to proclaim good news to the poor, of the Lord’s favor, liberty to the 
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captives, recovery of sight to the blind and liberty to the oppressed’, (Luke 4:18-
19) so that to know Him is to know the Father. In this, the deeds of Jesus, 

the words of Jesus and the life of Jesus all reveal the King and the nature of His Kingdom—by 
the actions of His people. 
 

  
Those, who through the resurrection, embody Him by faith then serve as he serves and live as 
he lives, going in the Way He goes, speaking in the Way He speaks, “I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”. (Acts 3:6) 
Again, “Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any 
of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common” (Acts 2:42ff). And 
with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them all.” Stephen, while being stoned, cries out, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60) Peter says, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” 
(Acts 9:34) Paul and Barnabas, “When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 
Kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:21-22) In those early days and continuing to this day, Jesus words 
echo down through the generations, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:18-20) As we are 
refreshed in His Kingly power, may the faithfulness of those who have gone before, inspire us 
to do as they did—bearing a torch with the Light of Love into the darkness of souls and 
communities where we live. 
 

  John of Patmos is given a vision of a heavenly Jerusalem and the restoration of the tribes of 
Judah is made complete as the children of Abraham, both Jew and Gentile, are represented 
there, crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:10) 

• God’s Kingdom is about the Father’s Kingship in Jesus His Son. His rule is absolute and 
effective for all time, ever unfolding and leading the nations, including the people group 
to which we belong, to salvation through Him. 

• God’s Kingdom is expressed in His people, gathered from the nations, giving praise and 
glory to Him in corporate worship. 

• God’s Kingdom is about His people, loved and blessed who love and bless others in His 
Name, praying and serving Him for the healing of the nations with courage, compassion 
and personal sacrifice. 



2021Vision 
Synod 2020:  
Your Kingdom Come; Your will be done. 

 4 

• His people are citizens of His Kingdom, by baptism and re-birth, 
living as servants of the King and ever extending His reign through their 

service to those who do not know Him, follow Him, love Him or serve Him. 
• The Kingdom reveals the King who is Light and Life and His people, through utter 

reliance on Him, become Light and salt by proclaiming His Truth transparently by word 
and deed every day. 

This is what He is doing and will keep doing until He comes again. 
 

  

The Local Church to which you belong and which you are called to lead is placed in your 
community for God’s purposes to establish His Kingdom reign in the neighborhoods where you 
and the church people live. He uses persons and a people living in koinonia to present Him to 
the world nearby.  

• Neighborhoods and communities come under His kingdom rule by neighbors who 
follow Him when they serve their neighbors as followers of Jesus.  

• Local churches contribute by equipping their members to love God and love neighbors 
so that His Kingdom reign is extended into neighborhoods where they live and jobsites 
where they work.  

• The more Local Churches we start and the more godly leaders, both lay and ordained, 
that we raise to establish missional communities and Local Churches, the more 
opportunity we have to advance the Kingdom in people, neighborhoods and wider 
communities. 

• The Local Churches that mobilize their members to live out of their calling in Christ 
everyday, will become healthier and stronger, because the Lord will add to their 
number—His lifeblood flowing through them to a needful world.  

This is what we are doing to put flesh on God’s vision for His creation which has not changed 
since the beginning of time.  Those who are baptized, called and confirmed find it revealed in 
the Local Church because the leaders allow this vision to fill the windshield of persons and a 
people every day. 
 

 This requires intentionality combined with specific shifts in habit and orientation. 
The Strategic Plan is action-oriented to help us embody Kingdom living more every day. The 
Plan provides for:  

• Local Church Development 
o More disciples who make more disciples 
o More lay leaders living missionally everyday; some as lay missioners 
o More reproduction of groups that stretch for the unchurched and unsaved 
o Deploying at least 1 deacon in each local church 
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• Church Planting 
o Identifying, recruiting and raising up of more church planters 
o Supporting the church planters who are raised 
o Training church planters to walk through new church development well 

• Clergy Formation 
o Identifying emerging clergy in our local churches 
o Praying actively for new vocations 
o Local church clergy and laity actively training and forming new clergy in Anglican 

ways 
• Resourcing 

o Facilitating training of lay people for mobilization 
o Identifying financial resources for Kingdom expansion 

• Governance 
o Helping to give support and structure to regional deanery governance 
o Supporting regional development with staff resources 

 
 I don’t offer you a perfect plan, but an imperfect one. I proclaim to you a perfect God who will 

perfect us through His love to live by faith and reach for those who don’t now worship or 
follow Him. By God’s grace and as He helps us through His provision, we will work on 5 basic 
systems of communal organic life. Each one is interdependent with the others, just as each of 
our churches and church leaders are interdependent with one another. 

 
I am asking you to commit yourself to this future together. I am asking also that you lead your 
local church to embrace this opportunity the Lord has given us.  In the gospels, Jesus 3 times 
spoke of his journey to Jerusalem where the Son of man would be killed, die and raised in 3 
days. With fear and trembling, as the Spirit led them, they took up the gospel of death and 
resurrection. Will you join me in doing in our day as they did in theirs? He is calling us to a 
great work and the Holy Spirit will strengthen and inspire us everyday. Let it be said of us that 
our ‘yes’ to Jesus and His Kingdom was ‘yes’. 

 
 Remembering the disciples and how they learned from Jesus that a Samaritan loved well a 

stranger who, through God, he saw as his neighbor, (Luke 10:25-37) and a sister named Mary 
who was transfixed by the beauty and truth of Jesus, loved the Lord well, (Luke 10:39), the 
disciples realized they needed the Lord’s help with this life of loving God and loving others, so 
they found Him and asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” (Luke 11:1) 
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Would you pray with me? 
 
 “Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.” Amen. 


