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Bishop’s Notes – Rector’s Zoom Call 04.01.20 
 
My brothers and sisters, 
 
We are a people formed by prayer, so we find our heart refreshed in the daily office as 
we re-visit Holy Scripture year after year, month after month, week after week and day 
after days. One of my favorites is Psalm 121 appointed in BCP2019 for Midday Prayer: 
 
“I will lift my eyes unto the hills; 
 from whence comes my help?” 
Feeling helpless is the sweet spot for the Holy Spirit’s movement as we trained to love 
to obey His voice. 
 
“My help comes from the Lord, 
 who has made heaven and earth.” 
This is faith-forming trust which sets us in proper humility; we are just one beautiful 
expression of all He has made. 
 
“He will not let your foot be moved, 
 and he who keeps you will not sleep.” 
We are cared for, protected and guided by the One who is utterly faithful in all His 
nature. So, remember, 
 
“The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; 
 indeed, it is he who shall keep your soul.” 
so, rest in peace for your soul is safe in Him. 
 
"O God, grant that we may desire you, and desiring you seek you, and seeking you find you, and 
finding you be satisfied in you for ever. Amen.” 
 
My Reminders: 

1. We have a Digital Church Development Training to follow. 
2. I will be sending a request asking you to think and pray about Synod Talks that 

you believe would advance our common mission and ministry, with 
recommended speakers and send them to me by April 19. 

3. Coronavirus 
Hospitals are discussing a universal DNR for the sickest of patients and other 
issues of moral theology and practice 
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College of Bishops Update: 
Eucharist--General Agreement on no virtual consecration and distribution through 

drive-by or walk-up means. If distribution is not possible, then use the Prayer of 
Spiritual Communion. 

 
Finances--The Stimulus Package allows for churches to apply as small businesses for 

relief through your local bank. 
 
Resources--ACNA is using Anglican Compass and AAC for resources for our use 
 
Legal--If you reject medical advice and government regulation, your legal position is 

very weak. 
 
Priestly and diaconal ministry in a Pandemic: 

1. Pray fervently and regularly for the church, the world and yourself. 
a. Online prayer services are wonderful 
b. Mobilize and communicate with the intercessors in your congregation 
c. Invite your intercessors to adopt a local public official and to send a note 

expressing their commitment to pray daily for them 
2. Stay informed with facts: 

a. Local Health Department 
b. State Health Department (Governor’s Executive Order) 
c. Centers for Disease Control 
d. President’s Guidelines till April 30 
e. For Medicare members, refer them to medicare.gov 

3. Advance growth in technological capacity for building Christ-centered 
community 

a. Justin Murff Training 
b. Anglican Compass Training 

4. Increase communication of your care for your people 
a. Show compassion by revealing your hope in Christ 
b. Communicate honestly and transparently 
c. Prepare your people to hope in Christ more 
d. Equip them to deal with anxiety, depression, home-based conflict, feelings 

of loss (I will send a Henry Cloud article) 
e. Some will lose their jobs; they need encouragement and guidance to 

access public resources 
f. Don’t forget about spouses of the folks you reach out to 
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5. Serve the wider community 
a. Contact your local hospital and mobilize your people to offer help with 

needed items (disinfectant, towels, masks, etc.) 
b. Focus your members on serving their neighbors and their oikos 

relationships 
c. Ask them to invite their friends and neighbors onto their midweek small 

group Zoom calls 
6. Equip your members to learn one new discipling skill each week 

a. Families with children need help coping with this big change 
b. Young people have been separated from their friends; show them how to 

help and belong 
c. University students are in your community 

  -link with them via a university ministry 
  -video chat with those who are related to your church members 

7. Online worship services 
a. Keep learning and improving 
b. Maintain all social distancing guidelines 
c. Learn how to ask your people to give online and text2give 

 
I am praying for you and stand ready to pray and share with you as any of you have 
need. If you do find yourself needing to talk to somebody, reach out and I will see that 
you get the help you need. 
 
“O God, you desire that all be saved and come to knowledge of the truth: Prosper all those who 
live, preach, and teach the Gospel at home and in distant lands, especially The Diocese of 
Western Anglicans and the Anglican provinces that are impacted by Covid19; protect them in 
all perils, support them in their loneliness, sustain them in the hour of trial; give them your 
abundant grace to bear faithful witness; and endue them with burning zeal and love, that they 
may turn many to righteousness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 
 


