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Biography 

 

James D. Hearn, J.D., LL.M., M.A., D.Bioethics, MPH, D.Min 

 

Father Jim is a graduate of the Gould School of Law at the University of Southern California 

and obtained his Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Taxation from the University of San Diego 

School of Law.  He also holds a second LL.M. in Alternative Dispute Resolution and 

Negotiation Theory from Pepperdine School of Law and has acted as a mediator for the 

Federal District Court in Los Angeles.  In connection with his ownership of a sheep ranch in 

the Missouri Ozarks and an avocado ranch in Moorpark, California he is studying for a third 

LL.M. in Agricultural Law at the University of Arkansas. He is admitted to the bars of both 

California and Missouri.   

 

He received his Master of Theology degree from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena 

and his Diploma in Anglican Studies and Doctor of Ministry from Trinity School for 

Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, where his doctoral work focused on the area of pastoral 

bioethics.  In 2020 he was ordained to the priesthood in the Anglican Church in North 

America and currently serves as an assisting priest at All Saints Cathedral in Long Beach, 

California. 

 

Father Jim has a second doctorate in Bioethics from Loyola University – Chicago, Stritch 

School of Medicine. The focus of his doctoral work at Chicago was on the creation of a 

system of triage protocols and ethical resource allocation to be used in the case of viral 

pandemics.  In addition, he holds a Master’s in Public Health from Gillings School of Global 

Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he continued his work 

in the ethics of pandemics.   

 

He is a partner in, and serves as general counsel to, a real estate development and investment 

firm based in Century City which he joined in 2007 after 20 years in private legal practice.  

He has been a Lecturer in the Health Sciences Department at the California State University, 

Northridge for the last 15 years.  He has also taught at the Bioethics Center at Loyola-

Marymount University and in the patient advocacy program offered through UCLA-

Extension.  He is currently teaching a course on bioethics at Fuller Theological Seminary. 

 

He consults with Anglicans for Life and is the founder of the Anglican Center for Bioethics 

and Pastoral Care whose website he is in the process of populating and will launch this year.  

The Center will engage in policy formation, education, and case consultation.    

 

Father Jim has spoken in the United States and Israel and published on a variety of topics 

including the ethics of pandemics, disaster ethics, social utility and bioethics, research ethics 

and medical school ethics curriculum.  He lives on the avocado ranch with his wife Shira and 

their triplets Jack, Conor, and Cate, born in September 2019.  Thus, the name of the property 

is Jacoca Ranch.  Shira’s father is the Rector of Christ Church located in the Old City of  

Jerusalem.  Shira was born, raised, and lived in Israel until coming to the U.S. in 2012.  In 

addition to being a mother of triplets Shira is also a marriage and family therapist. 


